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TO  THE  KING. 


Sire, 

AS  the  accuftoraed  forms  of  fociety 
do  not  permit  Your  Majesty  to  mix  ^i 
with  your  fubjeds  at  large,  and  to  ac- 
quire, in  perfon,  a  diftind  and  particu- 
lar Jtnowledge  of  their  refpedive  me- 
rits, adions,  and  charaders,  thefe  Bio- 
graphical Sketches  are  fubmitted  and 
addrefled  to  you,  with  peculiar  pro- 
priety, and  with  profound  refped. 

That  Your  Majesty  may  thus,  in 
fome  meafure,  be  enabled  to  appreciate 
their  diftinguifhed  talents,  to  refped: 
their  illuilrious  virtues,  and  to  reward 

their 
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their  ufeful  and  meritorious  adions, 
during  the  continuance  of  a  lengthened, 
happy,  and  profperous  reign,  is  the  fcr<. 
vejit  wifh,  and  devout  prayer,  of 

Your  Majcfty's 

mofl  humble  and 

moft  obedient 

Subjects  and  Servants, 

l-endont  Nov.  1798, 

THE  EDITORS, 
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HE  objea  of  the  Work  which  is  novf 
fubiDitted  to  the  Public,  is  to  exhibit,  in  the 
memoirs  of  the  illuftrious  aftors,  the  public 
and  fecrct  hillory  of  the  prefent  times.  Re- 
fpediable  works,  of  a  fimilar  defcription,  have 
been  publilhed  in  various  countries  on  the 
continent ;  none,  however,  have  hitherto  been 
attempted,  upon  the  fame  plan,  in  this  country^ 

Biography,  in  all  its  forms,  is  allowed  to 
be  the  moft  fefcinating  and  inftruftive  fpecies 
of  literary  compofition.  It  not  only  poflefles  all 
the  advantages  of  general  hiftory,  the  various 
excellencies  of  which  may  be  judicioufly  inter- 
woven with  the  lives  of  eminent  perfonages,  but 
it  frequently  difcovers  the  minute  and  latent 
Iprings  of  great  events/  which,  in  the  compre- 
heniive  range  of  Hiftory,  would  have  efcaped 
attention. 

Many  of  the  attradtidns  of  Biogrlphy  in  gene- 
ral, and  fome  additional  advantages,  are  pofTeiTed 
by  contemporary  Biography.  The  memoirs  of 
mm,  who  are  the  prefent  aAors  on  the  great 
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theatre  of  life,  who  acquire  and  demand  pubHc 
confidence,  and  from  whom  further  refults  of 
adtion  or  meditation  are  to  be  expedited,  ne-» 
ceffarily  excite  a  higher  degree  of  curiofity> 
than  the  lives  of  thofe  who  have  made  their 
exit  'from  the  ftage,  by  whom  no  future  good  or 
evil  can  be  performed  or  perpetrated,  and  who» 
*'  dead,  gone,  and  forgotten,'*  are  generally  car- 
ried down  the  ftream  of  oblivion,  and  fwallowed 
up  in  the  gulph  of  unregiftcred  mortality. 

It  muft  be  admitted,,  that  the  biographer  of 
deceafed  perfons  is  better  enabled,  by  the  inde- 
pendence of  his  fituation>  and  a  more  exten- 
five  retrofpeft,  to  eftimate  the  degree  of  vir- 
tue and  vice,  and  to  appreciate  the  fum  total 
of  merit  and  demerit  with  greater  precifion^ 
than  the  contemporary  biographer,  who  is  re- 
ftraiped,  by  the  extreme  delicacy  of  his  under- 
taking,, from  giving  the  finifhing  ftrokc  to  hia 
delineations  of  charadter,  whofe  incomplete  ma- 
terials prevent  him  from  deducing  general  and 
important  conclufions  ia  their  proper  latitude,, 
and,  in  many  cafes,  from  difcriminating  between 
hypocrify  and  fincerity.  Sill>  however,,  a  writer 
of  this  defcription  is  better  ftble  to  coUcdl  fadiis,. 
and  may,  in  general,  bemore  depended  upon> 
a&  to  the  authenticity  of  his  te£bimonyf  than 

he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PRttACE.  vii 

^c  who  writes  the  lives  of  'deceifed  perfons* 
Many  eminent  men,  refpedring  whom  pofterity 
have  caule  to  lament  the  deficiency  of  biogra-^ 
phical  inforaiation,  have  pafled  their  early  days 
in  obfcurity,  and  thofe  who  then  knew  them 
were  either  too  ignorant,  or  too  unobfervant,  to 
be  able  to  hiake  any  communications  refpedling 
them.     When  death  has  once  fet  his  feal  upon 
their  labours,  few  or  no  opportunities  offer  of* 
obtaining  fatlsfadlory  and  circumftantial  infor- 
mation ;  theif  early  contemporaries  are,  pro- 
bably, alfo  gone  off"  the  ftagc.     From  caufes 
Kke  thcfe,  how  little  i^  known  of  fonie  of  the 
moft  diftiriguifhed  luminaries  that  have  irradi- 
ated the  political  and  literary  hemifpheres  !  Of 
many  we  know  only^  that  they  filled  elevated 
fituations,  that  they  compofed  fplendid  works, 
made  important  difcoveries',  died  in  a  particular 
year,  and  were  at  length  interred  in  fome  vene- 
rable repofitory  of  the  dead. . 

An  annual  publication  Kke  the  prefent  wilf 
beft  provide  againft  a  future  deficiency  of  this 
kind,  with  regard  to  the  diftinguifhed  perfonages 
who  now  fill  up  the  drama  of  public  life  in  the 
Britifli  empire.  The  Editors  are  not  likely  to 
commit  themfelvcs,  and  the  reputation  of  their, 
work,  by  inferting  direct  falfchoods,  or  partial 
mifreprefentatiohs':    nd    chara5;er> .  of  whom 

they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


f 
Viii  PREFACE. 


they  now  or  may  hereafter  treat,  can  be  thought 
infcnfible  to  the  love  of  contemporary  or  pofthu^ 
mous  fame ;  hence,  (hould  any  undefigned  .error^ 
or  any  inaccurate  flatement,  inadvertently  efcape 
them,  it  may  be  rationally  prefumed,  that  the 
party  afFedled,  from  a  regard  to  his  own  repu- 
tation, will  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  cer- 
re6l  fuch  miflatements ;  or  that  fome  friend,  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  fubjeft,  "in  the  can- 
dour and  warmth  of  efteem,  may  be  ftimulate'd 
to  write  a  more  particular  and  accurate  account^ 
for  a  fubfequent  edition. 

From  thefe  premifes  *  may  it  not  be  reaibn- 
ably  concluded;  that  this  Work  poflcfles  a  legiti- 
mate claim  to  public  patronage,  as  well  from  its 
promifed  utility  to  future  biographers  and  hifto- 
rians,  as  from  its  being  an  highly  entertaining 
and  ufeful  aflemblage  of  interefting  and  impor- 
tant fadis  and  anecdotes  ?- 

In  refpeit  to  the  prefent  volume,  it  is  necei^ 
lary  to  remark,  that  the  articles  are  written  by  a 
number  of  gentlemen,  whole  adopted  iignaturea 
are  affixed  to  their  refpedive  communications. 

*  fiefide  other  argaments  whidi  may  be  urged  in  recom- 
itiendation  of  this  novel  undertaking,  the  Editors  might  quote 
the  example  of  fome  of  the  moft  illuftrious  men  in  all  ages 
smd  nations,  who  have  judged  it  proper. to  write  their  owa 
memoirs,  and  to  pubiifh  them  during  tbeir  Ufetimer 

'  *  Such 
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Such  a  multiplicity  of  fads,  in  fo  extenfive  and 
Various  a  group  of  charaders,  could  not  have 
been  fupplied  by  ?iny  one  or  two  individuals. 
Although  a  delicate  tafk,  the  mode  generally 
adopted  in  the  compoiition  of  this  Work,  has 
been  to  apply  to  fome  friend  of  the  party,  whofe 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  relative  fads  and  cir« 
cumflances  qualified  him  to  do  ample  juilice  to 
the  charader.  This  indifpenfible  arrangement, 
requiiite  to  produce  the  faithful  execution  of  the 
volume,  has,  however,  occafloned  a  variety  ia 
the  ftyle  and  manner  of  the  feveral  articles, 
which,  at  firft  fight,  may  give  it  a  fort  of  hetero- 
geneous appearance,  but  will  not  detrad  from 
its  real  merit  in  the  eftfmation  of  the  judicious 
reader. 

It  is  poffible  that  a  faftidious  obferver,  or  other 
perfon  more  intimately  conneded  with  the  fub- 
jed  of  the  feveral  memoirs,  may  here  and  there 
deted  Ibme  venial  error,  fome  trifling  anachro- 
nifm,  or  apparent  mifconftrudion  ;  for  thefe  the 
Editors  can  only  atone,  by  expreffing  their  earneft 
wifli  for  more  corred  information,  which  will  be 
thankfully  received,  and  pundually  attended  to  ia 
a  foture  edition*  That  fome  inaccuracies  are  un« 
avoidable  in  a  work  of  this  nature,  muft  naturally 
be  cxpeded  by  every  perfon  accuftomed  to  ha* 
bits  of  literary  compoiition,  or  who  pofTeifes  fufH- 
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cient  knowledge  of  the  complicated  occurrenced 
which  mark  the  career  of  public  and  private  life. 

The  Editors  are  more  ferioufly  apprehenfive 
left,  in  any  inftance  whatever,  they  fhould  un- 
fortunately and  unintentionally  be  a  means  of 
wounding  the  acute  fenfibility,  the  laudable  am- 
bition, or*  the  generous  pride  of  any  individual ; 
—no  procedure  could  be  more  alien  to  their 
^iflics  and  intentions.  Any  reprefentation  on 
the  part  of  thofc  who  may  think  thcmfclves  ag- 
grieved, which  may  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Edi- 
tors, fhall  be  treated  with  marked  deference  and 
attention.  The  moft  fcrupulous  caution  has 
been  exercifed,  to  diveft  the  totit  enfemble  of 
every  appearance  of  national  and  political  par- 
tialities. No  attachment  to  any  particular  Jet  of 
mm  or  opinions^  no  prejudices  againjl  men  in  place y 
rto  prepojfejfions  in  favour  of  men  out  of  place,  no 
bias  towards  any  contronjerted  points'  of  theology, 
no  perfonal  <intipathies,  no  malevolent  exaggera-- 
tions,  no  invidious  difpojition  to  detraSt  from  ac^^ 
knowledge d  virtue  or  merit,  have  influenced ,  ^in 
whole  or  in  party  the  conduB  of  the  ProjeSior  and 
Condu&ors  of  the  Work. 

If  the  prefent  volume  fliould  be  honoured  by 
a  degree  of  approbation  and  patronage  corre- 
fpondent  to  the  anxious  wishes  and  cxpeftations 
of  the  Editors,  it  is  their  dcfign  to  prefent  the 
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Public  with  a  (imilar  volume  In  tbef  t^ourfe  of 
the  year  17991  and  to  contioue  the  work  in  ^ch 
fucceeding  year.  That  there  will  be  abundant 
materials  for  fucn  a  continuation  mud  be  obvi- 
ous,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  the  following  il- 
luflrious  and  prominent  characters  are  omitted  itk 
the  prefent  volume,  only  for  want  of  room  or 
competent  materials:  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Marquiis  of,  Lanfdowne,  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  Kenyon,  Mr.  Er- 
Ikine,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Lord  Grcnville,  the  Dnke 
of  Portland,  Earl  Howe,  Earl  St.  Vincent,  Lord 
Bridport,  Lord  Auckland,  Mr.  Tierney,  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Mr.  Weft,  Earl 
Spencer,  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  Mr.  Haftings,  Mr* 
Wyndham,  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  the  Duke 
of  Leeds,  Lord  Somerville,  and  nearly  three  hun- 
dred other  eminent  ajwl  remarkable  perfons,  cork- 
nefted  with  the  political  and  literary  world. 

For  the  fake  of  variety,  no  particular  arrange- 
ment of  the  articles  has  been  adopted  ;  an  atten^ 
tion  to  the  fame  objcft  has  alfo  didlated  the 
multifarious  choice  of  charafters.  Each  reader 
will  probably  judge  of  the  requifite  degree  of 
publicity  annexed  to  a  perfboage^  according  to 
his  own  pecuHax  connexions  and  caft  of  think- 
ing :  it  is  believed,  however,  that  no  charadter  is  ' 
infcrtcd>  which  is  not  juftly  confidered. as  confpi-  - 
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cuouS  in  a  vety  extended  circle,  and  which  ddef 
not  poflefs  a  fufEcient  degree  of  merit,  or  original 
feature,  to  be  properly  entitled  to  public  notice# 
Communications  for  the  fecond  volume,  or 
corre6lions  of  the  prefent,  are  requeAed  to  be 
addrefled  to  Mr.  Phillips,  No.  ji^  St.  PauFa 
Church-yard. 

November  lO,  ijgS, 


Portraits  given  in  the  Frontijpiecey  mofi  of  which  ivill 
he  found  to  be  as  .Jir iking  LikeneJJes  as  any  that 
have  appeared y  and  all  of  them  Jirongly  cbaraSferiJlic* 

I.  LORD  nelson. 

4.  EARL  MOIRA- 

3.  ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY* 

4.  LORD  HOOD, 

5.  CHANCELLOR  OF  IRELAND. 

6.  MR.  KEMBLE 

7.  MR.  THOMAS  TAYLOR. 
«.DR:  TOWERS. 

9.  MR.  FOX. 

10.  MR.  DAVID  WILLIAMS- 

11.  MR.D'ISRAELL 

la.  MR.  GEORGE  DYER. 

13.  DR.  PRIESTLEY. 

14.  MR.  G.  WAKEFIELD. 

15.  ALDERMAN  BOYDELL. 

16.  DR.  HERSCHEL.  , 

17.  JUDGE  BULLER. 

18.  SIR  JOHN  SINCLAIR. 

19.  DR.  HAWEiS. 

20.  BliHOP  OF  ROCHESTER. 
*i.  MR.  PITT. 

22.  MR.  DUNDAS. 

aj.  LORD  DUNCAN. 

14.  MR.  A.  NEWLAND. 

45.  MARQUIS  CORNWALLIS. 

26.  MR.  KltRPHY. 

17.  BISHOP  OP  LONDON. 

»8.  DR.  DARWIN. 

«9.  I>R.  BURNEY. 

30.  MR.  GRATTON* 
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NEW  AND  INTERESTING  WORKS, 

PUBLISHING    BY 

R.     PHILLIPS, 

NO.  71.  ST.  Paul's  church-yard ; 

Jnd  which  may  h  bad  tfall  BoohfiUers. 

1.  The  BRITISH  NEPOS,  or  Youth's  Mirror; 
being  the  kXtSt  Lives  of  lUuftrious  Britons,  who  have  been 
diftinguiihed  by  their  virtues,  talents,  or  remarkable  progrefs 
in  life,  with  incidental  and  pradical  refie(^ions ;  writtea 
purpofely  for  the  ufe  of  Schools,  and  carefull  y  adapted  to  the 
fituations  and  capacities  of  Britifh  Youth ;  by  Williaiu 
Mavor,  ll.d.  Vicar  of  Hurley,  Berkfliire,  and  Chaplain  to 
the  Earl  of  Dumfries.  (Dedicated  to  the  Lord  Chancellor' 
of  Great  Britain.)  With  an  appropriate  Froniifpiece.  Price 
4s.  6d.  bound  ;  wiih  good  allowance  to  fchools,  who  purchafe 
25  or  more  copies. 

N.  B.  The  great  importance  ^ffucb  a  work  as  tiiSy  in  exciting 
a  proper  ffirit  of  emulation  and  ambition  in  the  minds  of  youth j 
by  the  ii^uence  of  great  and  fuccefsful  examtles^  mufi  be  obvious 
to  every  judicious  parent  and  tutor. 

z.  An  AUTHENTIC  NARRATIVE  of  the  Jour- 
HEY  OF  Embassy  of  Dutch  East-India  Company 
to  the  Court  of  the  Emperor  of  China,  in  the  years  1794^5, 
by  Van  Braatn  (fubfequent  to  that  of  the  Earl  of  Macarthey); 
with  a  Chart  of  the  Route.  2  vols.  8vo.  I2s.  boards. 

3.  BIOGRAPHICAL  ANECDOTES  of  the  Found- 
£Rs  of  the  French  Repubi^ic,  and  of  other  eminent 
perfons  connefted  with  the  events  of  the  French  Revolution; 
with  Three  Plates  and  a  Chart,  a  vols.  zos.  or  either  volume 
may  be  had  feparately,  at  5$.  each. , 

4.  LOVERS* 
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Ntw  PuhlicationSy  publljhtng  by  R.  Phillips. 

4.  LOVERS'  VOWS,  or  the  Natural  Son,  a  play  j 
faithfoDy  and  elegantly  tranflatcd  from  the  original  of  Kot- 
jRcbuc,  by  Mifs  Plumpire;  with  a  life  of  Kotzebue,  by  Dr. 
Wiilich.    The  Sixth  Edition^  revifed ;  2s.  6d. 

5.  The  SOLDIER'S  FRIEND,  or  the  Means  of 
PRESERVING  the  Health  of  MILITARY  Menj  by  WiU 
liam  Blair,  a.m.  2s.  6d. 

6.  Tl;e  FASHIONS  of  LONDON  and  PARIS;  a 
Monthly  work  y  price  is.  6d.  each  number;  containing  Three 
hpautifully  coloured  Piates,  reprcfenting  the  adlually  pvcvai}-r 
ing  Female  Fafliipns  of  London  and  Paris.  ^ 


In  the  Prefs. 

I.  Three  other  PLAYS  of  Kotzebue's  ;  equal,  if  not 
fupcrior,  to  the  admired  one  of  Lovers'  Vows  ;  to  be  tranf-^ 
latcd  alfo  by  Mifs  Plumptre,  the  approved  and  elegant  tranfla- 
tor  of  Lovers*  Vows.  One  will  be  publiflied  in  December, 
1798,  the  other  two  in  January,  1799. 

2/A  NECROLOGY,  or  Annual  Biography  of  th& 
ejninept  and  remarkable  Perfons  who  die  in  the  courfe  of 
each  year,  in  every  part  of  the  world.  The  firft  volume  will 
contain  tbofe  (or  1797,  and  preceding. 

3.  An  Important  Agriculturai-  Work,  b^t  Dr. 
Dickfon,  under  the  patronage  of  Sir  John  Sinclair,  the  lato 
Prefidcnt  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

4.  A  New  and  Comprehenfive  Monthly  Medical 
Journal,  to  be  conduced  by  feveral  gentlemen  of  diftinc- 
tion  in  the  Literary  and  Medical  world ;  at  2s.  per  monch« 
The  firft  number  to  appear  on  the  firft  of  Januarvy  1799^ 
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PUBLIC  CHARACTERS, 

OF  1798. 


THfi  EARL  OF  MOIRA^ 


1}  EW  noblemen  have  made  a  more  eirly,  of 
a  more  meritorious  figure  in  military  and  civil 
life,  than  the  illuftrious  fubject  of  this  fketch. 
("rands.  Lord  Rawdon^  Ekrl  of  Moira^  was  born 
December  the  7th,  1754,  and  Was  created  a 
baron  o£  Great  Britain  in  1783. 

Having  completed  his  education  about  the 
tommencement  of  the  American  war, ,  his  Jord- 
ihip  entered  into  the  army,  and  embarked  with 
his  regiment  for  that  continent,  where  he  took 
a  very  aftive  part  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
unfortimate  conteft  with  tife  eftranged  ai)d 
Uienati^d  colonies. 

Lord  Rawdon^s  chara£te;r,  from  the  eatliell 
period,  has  been  uniformly  marked  by  a  cool 
and  intrepid  courage,  governed  by  that  calm 
feremty  of  foul  which  is  the  refult  of  the  moft 
unblemiflied  honour.  He  gave  eariy  proofs  of 
the  pofleffion    of  this  enviable   qualification, 
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2  KARL  OF  MOIRA, 

when  he  was  lieutenant  of  grenadiers  at  the  me^ 
morabk  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill.  The  late  General 
Burgoyne,  who,  though  not  in  the  a£l;ion,  was 
familiarly  acquainted  with  its  detail,  and  in- 
deed a  fpeftator  of  the  conteft,  in  a  letter 
written  to  England,  makes  ufe  of  this  remark- 
able expreflion— r"  Lord  Rawdcn  has  this  day 
fiamped  bis  fame  for  life'*  His  lord(hip  was  after- 
wards at  the  ftorming  of  Fort  Clinton, 

In  1778, \be  was  appointed  adjutant-general 
to  the  Erltifli  forces,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  armv.  In  this  capacity  he  fliewed 
himfelf  not  only  brave,  but  aftive  and  judicious ; 
and  rendered  eflfential  fervice  in  the  hazardous 
retreat  of  the  Britifli  army  through  the  Jerfeys, 
from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  and  alfo  in  the 
aftion  at  Monmouth.  He  afterwards  embark- 
ed with  the  troops  for  Charleftown,  and  ferved 
at  the  fiege  of  that  place^  where  he  acquitted 
himfelf  with  fuch  (ingular  judgment  and  dif- 
tinguiflied  valour,  that,  notwitbftanding  his 
want  of  years,  and  confequently  prefumed  in* 
experience,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  a  feparate  corps  in  the  province  of  South 
Carolina.  In  a  (hort  time  after,  he  joined  the 
army  under*  Lord  Corn wallis,  and  at  the  battle 
of  Camden- had  the  -command  of  one  of  the  di- 
vifions,  with  which  he  commenced  the  a£lion, 
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SARL  OP  MOIRA.  $ 

and  which  proved  one  of  the  moft  brilliant  and 
decifive  in  favour  of  the  Britifli  arms. 

During  Lord  Rawdon's  fubfequent  command 
in  Charleilown,  an  affair  happened  in  which 
(through  a  warm  zeal  for  the  fervice)  he  appear- 
ed to  be  much  implicated ;  and  which,  although 
it  has  been,  and  ftill  is,  juftified  by  his  friends, 
was  feverely  cenfured  by  the  Americans,  and 
afterwards  condemned  by  many  of  the  oppofition 
here.  It  became  alfo  an  objeft  of  enquiry  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  He  ftood,  however,  perfeftly 
clear  on  the  ground  of  honour  and  principle ; 
and  the  worft  infinuation  never  more  than  blam- 
ed a  fevere  and  warm  difpofition  to  enforce^ 
a  rigorous  military  regulation.  With  regard  to 
any  poifible  imputation  of  inhumanity,  his 
lordifaip's  whole  life  has  been  of  fo  oppofite 
a  complexion,  and  has  been  fo  uniformly  mark- 
ed by  traits  of  the  moft  refined  philanthropy, 
that  it  never  was  in  the  power  even  of  party* 
obloquy  to  arraign  him  in  that  refep£t. 

LiOrd  Rawdon  on  his  return  to  England  was 
created  a  peer  of  Great  Britain,  and  nominated 
x>ne  of  his  Majefty's  aids-de^camp. 

About  this  time  his  lordfhip's  conduft  in  the 
afiahr  already  alluded  to  (the  execution  of  Co- 
lonel Haynes),  was  mentioned  by  the  Duke  of 
•Richmond  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  great 
umbrage;  fufficient,  indeed,  to  induce  Lord 
Rawdon  to  call  upon  his  grace  for  an  explana* 
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tion.  After  feveral  meffages,  through  the  frt- 
terference  of  friends,  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
agreed  to  read  fuch  a  recantation  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  as  Lord  Rawdon  (hould  think  proper 
•to  diftate. 

About  the  latter  end  of  1793,  ^^  ^^^  nomi- 
nated to  the  'command  of  a  body  of  trpop» 
which  was  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Southampton,  and  in  conjunflion  with  the  emi- 
grant corps,  was  to  act  offenfively  againff 
France,.  The  original  objeft  of  their  affembling 
being  fhortly  after  altered  for  the  purpofe  of 
ftrengthening  our  little  army  upon  the  conti- 
nenty  the  Earl  of  Moira  embarked  with  them, 
and  landed  at  Oftend.  In  his  conduQ:  on  this 
occafiott  he  difplayed  much  military  know- 
ledge, fliaring  every  fatigue  with  the  common 
Ibldier,  and  evincing  an  aftivity  of  mind  which 
produced  the  maft  beneficial  effefts*  He  ma- 
naged the  cicbarkation  in  fo  fuperior  a  ilyle  of 
military  manoeuvre,  and  contmued  his  march 
up  the  country  with  fo  much  generaMliip^  that 
the  enemy,  who  lay  in  the  neighbdufhood, 
and  were  in  confiderable  force,  fufpended  a. 
premeditated  attack  againft  our  line  of  pofts  in 
Flanders,  from  a  fuppofitiony  that  Earl  Moira^s- 
army  was  four  times  as  numerous  as  it  really 
was*  Under  the  influence  of  this  firft  nnpfe£- 
lion,  his  lordihip  proceeded  on  his  niarch,  with- 
out  cannon,    and    with    very   little   baggage, 
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through  an  inclofed  country,  and  with  a  moft 
formidable  foe,  comnranded  by  one  of  the  firft 
generals  in  the  republican  fervice,  conftantly 
hanging  upon  his  flanks.  B;^  the  rapidity  of  his 
motions;  which  were  fo  well  aided  by  the  faga- 
city  of  his  original  manoeuvre  at  the  debarkar 
tion,  he  fucceeded  in  joining  the  Duke  of 
York,  whofe  advanfced  fituation  had  become 
precarious  in  a  high  degree.  On  this  occafion 
his  lordihip  had  a  moft  narrow  efcape :  the 
vanguard  of  the  French  army,  which  by  this 
time  had  been  undeceived  with  regard  to  the 
real  ftrength  of  the  expedition,  entering  a  town 
at  the  fame  inftant  in  which  the  Britifli  rear 
quitted  It.  Some  partial  Ikirmifhes  took .  place 
at  Aloft,  halfway  between  Ghent  and  Bruflels ; 
which,  although  trifling,  continued  to  add  to  hi? 
iordfhip's  military  charafter.  Having  thus  ac- 
compliflied  the  objeft  of  the  expedition,  he  foon 
after  returned  to  England,  where  he  remained 
ina£live,  although  ftill  invefted  with  a  fort  of 
command  at  Southampton. 

Lord  Rawdon  jn  the  Houfe  of  Peers  has 
proved  hin)felf  a  clear,  judicious,  and  able 
orator.  His  exertions  to  relieve  the  diftrefles 
of  perfons  imprifongd  for  f  nail  debts,  will  re- 
main a  monument  of  philanthropy  upon  our 
parliamentary  records;  while  his  manly  de- 
portment throughout  every  debate  in  this  and  the 
fitter  kingdom  ferves  to  prove,  that  his  fteadinefs 
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6  SARL  OF  MOIRA'. 

as  a  ftatefman  is  not  inferior  to  his  intrepidity 
as  a  foldier.  We  will  venture  to  predift,  in 
the  face  of  much  prejudice,  that  whenever  the 
troubles  of  Ireland  (hall  have  fubfided,  Earl 
Moira's  anticipation  of  them,  and  confequent 
ftruggles  to  prevent  their  explofion,  will  more 
than  counterbalance  any  poffible  mifapprehen- 
fion  of  the  real  motives  by  which  the  leaders  of 
that  rebellion  have  been  aftuated.  His  une- 
quivocal conduft  at  the  late  ftate  trials  in  Maid- 
ftone,  fufficiently  evinces,  that  the  moft  invete- 
rate foe  cannot  even  infinuate  the  fainteft  com- 
promife  with  their  infidious  views ;  whilft  the 
caution  and  judgment  with  which  he  has  uni- 
formly conduced  himfelf,  whenever  the  cele- 
brity of  his  name  has  drawn  him  into  any  fpe- 
cies  of  political  intercourfe,  will  mark  his  cha- 
rafter  with  no  fmall  degree  of  fagacity  and 
penetration. 

With  regard  to  Earl  Moira's  private  virtues, 
we  (hall  not  run  the  hazard  of  imputed  adula- 
tion;  when  we  fay,  that  large  as  are  his  means, 
his  equally  extenfive  benevolence  has  made 
deeper  inroads  into  his  fortune,  than  perhaps 
that  of  any  other  charafter  of  the  age.  Unin- 
fluenced by  party-fpirit,  whenever  individual 
merit  has  been  brought  within  the  circle  of 
his  obfervation,  and  viewing  that  merit  through 
the  impartial  optics  of  general  philanthropy, 
without  fuffering  a  prejudice  to  intervene  from 
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the  want  of  high  birth  or  family  connexion, 
he  has  on  more  occafions  than  one,  forerun  the 
moft  fanguine  expeftations ;  and  when  it  has 
no  longer  been  in  his  power  to  affift  the  dif- 
ferent obje£ts  of  his  patronage,  he  has  foftened 
the  hardfliip  of  difappointment  by  the  moft 
friendly  marks  of  fincerity  and  attention.  It  is, 
therefore,  the  lefs  furprifing,  that  in  his  retirement 
he  ihould  uniformly  have  efcaped— what  few 
good  men  do  efcape — the  ingratitude  of  any 
one  perfon  who  has  ever  been  employed  under, 
or  been  countenanced  by  his  lordiliip. 

With  an  acknowledged  charafter  of  this  high 
and  honourable  fpecies,  it  is  natural,  that  his 
accefs  to  the  firft  branches  of  the  royal  family, 
ihoald  beeafy>  and  th^t  he  (hould  be  always  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  confidence 
and  familiarity.  The  latter  epithet  is  the  more 
appropriate,  becaufe  his  reception  at  Carlton 
and  York  Houfes  is  ever  marked  by  the  moft 
unequivocal  teftimonies  of  friendlhip.  His 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  whofe 
caufe  he  warmly  efpoufed  in  the  memorable 
difcuffion  on  the  regency-bill,  has  on  many  oc- 
cafions teftified  the  ftrongeft  attachment  to  his 
lordftiip  *  5  and  it  is  well  known,  that  the  Duke 

of 

*  His  lordlhip  is  a  very  a£^ive,  we  had  almoft  faid  enthu- 
iaflicy  free-mafoni  and  has  always  been  the  ading  grand- 
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8  SIR  JOHK  SINCLAIR. 

of  York  made  choice  of  Lord  Rawdon  to  be 
his  fecond  in  the  affair  of  honour  with  Colonel, 
now  Major-general,  Lenox. 

By  the  death  of  his  uncle,  the  Earl  of  Hunt- 
ingdon, Lord  Rawdon  acquired  'a(n  ample  for- 
tune, and  was  permitted  by  the  king  to  affume 
the  arms  and  name  of  Haftings  ;  and  on  his 
father^s  death  he  fucceeded  to  the  Iri(h  title  and 
patrimony  of  Earl  of  Moira.  His  mother  poflefles 
the  ancient  Barony  of  Haftings,  and  the  othe? 
baronies  in  fee,  belonging  to  the  Earls  of  Hun-r 
tingdon,.  which  at  her  death  will  dcfctnd  to  him. 

•    S. 


SIR  JOHN  SINCLAIR  BAHT.  L:L.D.     . 

THE  Sinclairs  of  Ulbfter  in  Caithnefs  are  an 
opulent  branch  of  the  family  of  the  earls,  who  de- 
rive their  titles  from  the  name  of  the  county. 
The  late  Mr.  Sinclair  enjoyed  an  extenfive  eftate 
in  that  northern  (hire ;  and  his  anceftors,  in  a  for- 
mer period, muft  have  undoubtedly  pofleflcd  feme' 
what  like  a  petty  fovercignty,  claiming  at  leaft 
the  right  of  pol  and  gduias,  or  in  other  wordsj 

mailer  ef  that  foctety,  ever  fincc  l6c  Prince  of  Wales  was 
clewed  to  the  office  of  grand- mafter.  His  lordfliip  drew  v.p 
the  elegant  addrefs  to  his  Majefly,  which  wa  prefented  by  the 
grand  lodge  of  England,  in  1793  ;  and  which  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  complete  refutation  of  the  charges  brought  agaiuft 
the  brotherhood  by  Abbe  BarrueJ,  and  Profeilbr  Robifon. 
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&e  power  either  of  drowning  or  hanging  their, 
enemies.  His  rental  is  fald  to  have  amounted 
to  nearly  fifteen  hundred  a-year ;  and  when  it 
is  confideredj  that  fome  of  the  lands  are  not  at 
this  day  worth  three  halfpence  an  acre,  and  that; 
it  is  a  very  favourable  year  indeed  when  th© 
walnut  will  kernel,  or  the  apricot  reach  matu- 
rity, it  may  be  eafily  fuppofed,  that  a  fmall  tx^Q, 
qf  territory  will  not  produce  that  income, 

John,  bom  in  1754,  is  the  fon  of  the  laird  of 
Ulbfter^  by  Lady  Jane  Sutherland;  being  an 
only  phild,  he  received  the  firft  rudiments  of  his 
education  under  the  paternal  roof,  from  a  pri-» 
vate  preceptor.  While  yet  a  ^oy,  he  gave  fre- 
quent inilances  01  his  induiiry  and  applicatioi^ 
and  exhibited  a  tafte  for  books,  and  a  turn  for 
refearch,  which  has  invariably  marked  his  cha- 
tafter  through  life. 

After  the  ufual  preliminary  ftudies,  the  at* 
tra£lions  of  the  high-fchool  at  Edinburgh  car-? 
ricd  the  young  laird  thither  5  he  then  f  empved  tq 
the  univerfities  of  Glafgow  and  Oxford;  and 
pailing  through  the  various  clafles,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  all  the  profefTors,  who  were  loud 
in  praife  of  his  induftry,  he  returned  home* 

Both  In  Scotland  and  Ireland  there  is  but  one 
profeflion,  exclufire  of  the  military,  ta  which  the 
fon  of  a  man  of  fortune  will  ftoop^  this  is  the  law^ 
That  which,  in  the  opinion  of  fome,  favours  of 
the  ftiddammircenarium^  as  much  as  any  other  em- 
ployment. 
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ploymcnt,  is  the  only  one  to  which  they  Will 
bend;  everything  elfe; according  to  thenii favours 
of  trade ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared^  that  agricnlture» 
notwithftanding  many  illuftrious  examples  to  the 
contrary,  is  ftill  confidered  fomewhat  in  the  fame 
light  as  it  was  once  by  a  Roman  of  equeftrian 
f  ank  *. 

It  was  to  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  then,  that  Sir 
John  Sinclair  firft  bent  his  mind.  He  accord- 
ingly repaired  once  more  to  the  capital  of  Scot- 
land, and  became  a  member  of  the  fociety  of 
advocates.  Here  again  his  induftry  difplayed 
itfelf,  but  took  a  new  diredion ;  for  he  was  now 
conftantly  feen  in  their  noble  library,  rummaging 
ancient  titles,  poring  over  moth-eaten  records, 
and  inveftigating  the  contents  of  mufty  parch- 
ments. In  ihort,  he  then  laid  the  foundation  of 
a  certain  fpecies  of  knowledge,  which  entitled 
bim  at  one  time  to  the  praife  of  being  more  mi- 
nutely acquainted  with  the  cbartularies  of  Scot- 
land, than  any  of  his  contemporaries  of  the 
fame  ftanding.  But  it  was  not  as  an  antiquary 
only  that  he  acquired  reputation,  for  he  con- 
fiantly  frequented  the  fpeculative  Jociety^  and  firft 
diftinguiihed  himfelf  by  his  fpeeches  there. 

After  revifiting  England,  where  he  muft  un- 

*  '^  Non  fuit  confilium  focordia  atque  defidia  bonum  otium 
conterere :  neque  vero^  agrum  coUndo^  aut  venando^  fervilibus 
ijficus  intentum,  «tatem  agere^"  tec.         ' 

.    Sai.!..  Bvll.  Cat. 
doubtedly 
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dtoubtedly  have  acquired  a  tafte  for  agriculture^ 
he  was  returned  member  for  his  native  county  5 
and  he  foon  diftinguiflied  himfelf  from  the  reft 
of  his  countrymen,  who,  unlefs  called  upojh  ^r 
aalfyy  are  generally  very  abftemious  in  the  article 
of  oratory ;  and  now  that  boneft  George  Detnpfter 
has  retired,  this  circumftance  alone  would  at» 
traft  notice  in  the  prefent  age. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  firft  appeared  ip  the  chs^ac- 
ter  of  an  author  in  1783,  at  which  time  he  pub- 
liflied  "  Obfervations  on  the  Scottiih  Dialeft  :" 
on  this  occafion  he  candidly  acknowledged,  that 
he  had  been  aififled  by  the  late  Sir  John  Hen* 
derfon*s  papers. 

But  his  principal  work,  and  one  indeed  for 
which  he  was  admii'ably  fitted,  both  by  nature 
and  habit,  was  his  *'  Hiftory  of  the  Public  Re* 
venue  of  the  Britilh  Empire  i"  of  which^  Parts  L 
and  IL  were  publiflied  in  1789,  and  Part  III.  in 
1790.  The  period  was  peculiarly  appropriate 
for  a  difcuflion  of  this  nature,  as  Neckar  had 
aroufed  the  attention  of  all  Europe,  by  bis 
work  on  the  finances  of  France  while  the  dif- 
pute  between  him  and  Calonne,  tended  not  alit« 
tie  to  develope  the  modern  myfteries  of  finance; 
myfteries,  which,  like  thofe  of  the  Bona  Dea- 
in  ancient  times  were  until  then  doomed  to  be 
kept  fecret  from  all  but  the  immediate  votaries. 

In  every  point  of  view,  this  muft  be  allowed 
to  be  a  mofl  important  work  j  and  had  the  pro- 
pet 
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per  induftion^  bepn  made,  it  would  have'faved  us 
from  many  fubfequent  calamities.  The  progreffive' 
income  of  the  publjc  revenue^  from  400,000/.  in 
the  time  of  William  the.  Conqueror  (1070),  until 
1788  in  the  reign  of  George  IjJ[.  when  it  amounted 
to  1 5,572,971  /.  *,  affords  a  very  fl?ttering  proof 
of  the  revenues  of  the  nation  j  yet  when  }t  is 
confidered,  on  the  other/  hand,  thaf  the  war  ex^* 
peoce^  dudng  the  whole  reign  of  Willian>  III. 
amounted  to  only  30,447,^8;/.  and  that  thefum 
fquandered  in  the  projeft  of  fubjugating  Ame- 
rica formed  a  total  of  1^9,171,876/.  it  wa$  eafy 
to  forefee  the  dangers  infeparable  from  any  other 
than  a  pacific  fyftem. 

But  Sir  John  does  not  content  himfelf  with 
dry  details,  for  he  enters  on  the  ocean  of  fi^. 
nancial  fpeculation;  and  propofes,  by  economic 
cal  arrapgements,  improveinents  in  the  exifling 
Tieyepues,  new  and  additional  taxes,  and  lucra- 
tive projefts,  to  meliorate  the  national  income, 
by  the  amazing  fum  of  13,796,874/.  It  muft, 
however,  be  allowed,  that  fome  of  his  fuggefr 
trons,  if  neccflary,  are  at  the  fame  time  humi* 
liating  -,  fpr  be  propofcs,  amongft  other  things, 
to  fell  GibrnItcT*  One  of  bis  projefts  is  per* 
haps  immoral,  as  he  recommends  lotten^s  -,  an* 
other  (^  poll-tax)  pdio\fs  and  infufferable ;  and 

*  It  is  now  cftimated  4!  s^bout  27,000^000  A  having  expe* 
nenccd^  rile  of  more  thaA' eleven  nuUiuns  and  a  half  per  ann. 
IB  ibi  ipace  of  ten  years, 

a  third. 
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A  third,  the  reduftitwi  of  the  coinage,  pregnant 
with  mifchief.  An  excife  on  drefs,  to  the 
amount  of  100,000/.  per  cent  appeals  whim- 
fical ;  but  a  tax  on  dogs,  here  firlt  hinted,  and 
computed  at  62,500/.  has  been  carried  into  exe- 
cution, to  the  great  diminution  of  the  pleafuret 
of  men  of  fmall  fortunes,  attached  to  country 
fpOTts,  and  the  decimation  at  leaft  of  the  whole 
canine  race  in  Great  Britain.  * 

The  following  fetitiments  ard  worthy  of  atten- 
tion ;  would  to  heaven  they  had, been  followed 
op  before  it  was  perhaps  toa  late  !  would  tor 
hearen  that  they  were  ftill  liftened  to  by  the  go- 
vernments of  the  nations  to  which  they  were 
then  addrefled  I 

*'  The  more  the  people  are  loaded,  the  leC» 
•*  they  can  bear  in  addition ;  the  ftruggle,  there- 
•*  fore,  between  the  rival  nations,  and  the  boaft 
"  and  glory  of  their  ftatefmen,  Qught  to  be,  not 
**  who  pays  the  -moft,  but  from  whom  the  leaft 
•*  is  exafted.  May  fuch  be  the  great  fourcc  of 
•*  competition  between  France  and  England : 
•*  may  the  rulers  of  both  kingdoms  contend,  (or 
"  the  future,  whofe  adminiftration  fhall  prove 
•^  the  lighteft,  and  leaft  burdenfome :  and  ma/ 
**  the  rivaliliip  never  ceafe,  until  both  countries 
♦*  attain  fuch  eafe  and  abundance,  that,  in  the 
/*  memorable  words  of  Henry  IV.  of  France, 
^  *  le  plus  pauvre  put  tous  les  Drmanches  mettre 
ft  *  une  poule  au  pot ;'  or  in  the  plain  language- 
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"  of  this  countr)r,  until  the  pooreff  labourer 
**  can  enjoy  a  comfortable  dinner  with  his  family 
**  oh  Sunday !" 

Sir  John  foon  after  appeared  before  the  pub- 
Jic  in  the  character  of  an  author,  or  rather 
editor,  of  a  work  entitled  *'  The  Statiftical  Ac- 
count of  Scotland/'  In  the  year  1789-90,  he 
had  circulated  among  the  clergy  of  that  country 
a  variety  of  queries  for  the  purpofe  of  elucidat- 
ing the  national  hiftory,  and  the  moral,  agricul- 
tural and  political  ftate  of  North  Britain.  This 
admirable  undertaking  reflefts  great  honour  on 
the  Caledonian  priefthood,  and  obtained  for  the 
projector  the  appellation  of  the  "  patriotic  fe- 
nator.'*  The  work*  in  queftion  has  extend- 
ed to  thirteen  volumes,  of  which  the  two  firft 
were   publifhed  in  1791-2,  and  the  others  in 

1793-4-  .        •  • 

We  had  not  been  long  engaged  in  the  prefent 

conteft,  to  which  however,  we  believe,  he  haJ  at 

firft  affented  by  his  vote,  before  Sir  John  perceived 

the  dreadful  confequences  likely  to  accrue  to  our 

finances  from  its  progrefs,  and  even  anticipated 

that  ftoppage  of  money  payments  at  the  bank, 

which  at  one  period  was  confidered  ts  likely  to 

give  a  death-blow  to  our  credit.    He  accord* 

ingly  addreflfed  a  feries  of  letters  to  the  governor 

and  dire£tors,- as    early  as  September,    1795^ 

<«  on  the  pecuniary  diftrefles,  and  the  means 
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***of  preventing  them/*  which  do  honour  to 
bi$  forefighf.    Thefe  were  publifhed  in  1797. 

Let  us  now  confider  Sir  John  Sinclair  as  a 
fenator.  We  believe,  in  the  firft  part  of  his 
political  career,  he  was  attached  to  Mr.  Pitt . 
and  it  is  but  fair  here  to  obferve,  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  nation  were  at  one  time,  and  per- 
haps ftill  are,  dragged  by  the  chain  of  opinion 
after  the  triumphal  car  of  that  celebrated  ftatef* 
man.  He  foon,  however,  had  occafion  to  change 
his  mind  ;  and  we  find  him  oppofing  one  of 
his  favourite  plans,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
commutation-aft,  which  he  qualified  by  the 
title  of  *^  a  wanton  and  unneceffary  experi- 
•*  ment." 

During  the  critical  and  important  period  of 
the  regency,  when  it  was  generally  believed 
that  new  men  and  a  new  fyftem  would  pre- 
vail *,  Sir  John  appear^  to  have  joined  the  pha- 
lanx headed  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Lqrd  North ;  and^ 
if  not  a  rancorous,  to  have  difplayed  an  uni- 
form hoftility  to  the  meafures  of  Mr.  Pitt :  we 

«  In  the  ''  Appeadix  to  the  Hifbiy  of  the  Pubfic  Re« 
Tenue,**  printed  in  1789,  after  mentioning  hb  dJfappointment  at 
Dot  receiving  affifiance  from  the  Tccotis  of  the  difierent  offices, 
the  author  proceeds  thus :  ^'  In  the  mean  while  an  event  of  a 
*'  nature  the  moft  unfi>refeen  and  diilreffing  has  taken  plaoe* 
.''/mi  wUct  a  change  of  government  ma^  be  looked  for,  and 
**  as  his  vtUhtB  for  information  may  poffibly  be  gratified  by  ibme 
f  fixture  minifier^  koJ* 

accordingl/ 
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accordinrfy  find  hluj,  ;asinember  for  Leftwithiel*i 
fupporting  the  ,j)revious  queftion,  moved  by 
Lord  North,  oti  Tiiefday,  December.! 6th,  i788> 
which  had  it  been  carried  would  have  obliged. 
Mr.  Pitt  to  retire  from  the  treafury  bench. 

Three  days  after  this  (Friday,  December  1 9th) 
l^e  exprefled  his  aftonifhment,  that  the  .ChaUceL- 
lor  of  the  Eitchequer  **  ihould  call  the  fyftem  of 
"  meafures  that  he  had  explained  to  the  Houfci 
"  a  fyftem  confiftent  with  the  principkS  of  the 
"  conftitution,  when  it  was  in  direSl.  opfvfttion  to 
**  law/*     He  aiTertcd,  on  the  contrary,  that  hid 
proje£l  was  equally  hoftile  to  the  conftitution 
and  tjie  laws,  and  forcibly  deprecated  the  af^ 
fumption  of  the  power  intended  to  be  called 
forth  during  the  fufpended  exercife  of  royal  au- 
thority:  The  proper  and  fimple  mode  of  proce- 
dure for  the  twoHoufes  to  adopt,  in.his  opinion* 
Was  for  them  to  addrefs  the  only  individual  \% 
that  all  metis  eyes  were  fixed  upon,  as  the  fit 
perfon  to  undertake  the  adminiftration  of  go^ 
vernnient,  itt  like  manner  as  our  anceftors  ad- 
dreffed  the  Prince  of  Orange  a  century  ago  1 
this,  he  conceived,' would  have  beeti  the  direft 
conftilutional  line  of  proceeding  ;  but  what  hag 
been  fubftituted,  bore  fuch*  evident  marks  of 

*  He  received  this  feat  not  as  a  favour  from  the  crown^ 
fcut  as  an  equivalent  for  his  intcrcft  in  the  diflrift  boroughs  of 
Tain,  KirkwaD,  &c/         .  v    •    • 

t  TlidPrinca  of  Wales.         '  ** 

ufurpationi 
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ufutpatk>nj  and  reodered  it  fo  obnoxious  to  the 
welfare  of  the  cotuatry,  that  he  was  determined 
to  bring  forward,  a  plan  of  his  own,  to  obtain  ^ 
cooilitutional  efiabiifhmeift  of  a  regency,  and 
whea  the  right  honourable  member's  fyfteia 
came  on  again  in  that  Houfe,  he  would  fubje£t 
his  propofal  to  tkei^  coofideFatioti. 
-  When  die  grand  queftion  refpefting  the  (lave 
trade  was  agitated,  in  17^^  Sir  John  afted  cer- 
SUA'  ^ueftioQs  of  Mn  Pitt,  refp^&ing  the  horrid 
toiffic  (tf  our  owa  and  foreign  nations  in  tliei^ 
feliovr  mea»  but  did  not  take  any  decided  part  on 
that  fufaje^  It  is  difficult,  indeed^  precifely  to 
deftne  his  opinions,  but  it  is  with  pain  we  ex- 
prefe  our  belief,  that  they  were  averfe  to  the 
claiaas  of  outraged  humanity. 

Duriog  the  Icarcity  of  com  that  prevailed  in 
J79^-6»  we  find  him  more  honorably  occur 
pied.  On  Friday,  December  nth,  he  made  a 
ffiotion  for  a  feleS  committee,  and  recommend- 
ed a  gmerd  inchfing  hilK  the  ^^  intention"  of 
which,  ^'  was  to  preclude  calamity  and  diftrefs 
•*  in  future  s  to  cut  up  famine  by  the  roots ;  to 
^  present  it  again  coming  within  the  boundr 
^  aries  of  this  ifland  3  to  render  it  unneceflary 
^  ever  to  grant  bounties  on  the  importation  of 
^  foreign  grain ;  all  of  which  could  be  effected, 
"  by  refolving  to  cultivate  the  wafte,  unin-' 
^'  clofed,  and  unprodu£Hve  lands  of  the  king- 
^  dom/^ 
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In  March,  1796,  he  renewed  ^  the  fame  fub- 
jeft  i  and  after  obferving  that  there  was  land 
enough  in  the  country  to  feed  its  inhabit^ni^, 
he  ftated,  th^t  in  1795-6,  it  had  been  rendered 
neceffary  to  import  one  million  of!  quarters  of 
grain,  at  an  expence  of  three  millions  fterling, 
great  part  of  which  was  exported  in  coin,  and 
had  thereby  contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the 
then  fcarcity  of  fpecie. 

When  the  debate .  took  place  (February  aS, 
1796)  refpefting  the  fituation  of  the  bank.  Sir 
John  afforded  a  pregnant  inftance  of  his  refearch, 
by  quoting  a  precedent  that  occurred  in  1696, 
when  this  fame  great  commercial  company  had 
ftruggled  under  fimilar  difficulties;  and  it  is  not 
a  little  .aftom(hing,that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer appeared  to  be  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  period  alluded  to, 
although  they  were  ftriflly  in  point. 

When  Mr.  Pitt  introduced  his  bill  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  land-tax,  it  was  ftrenuoufly  op- 
pofed  by  "  the  patriotic  fenator,"  who  objeQed 
to  it  on  a  variety  of  grounds* 

Sir  John  Sinclair  has  been  twice  married ;  firft 
to  a  relation  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  and  fe- 
condly  to  a  daughter  of  the  late  Lord  Mac* 
donald  ;  by  the  Jatler  he  has  a  fon,  and  by  the 
former  two  daughters. 

Previoufly  to  his  nomination  to  be;  prefident- 
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of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  he  eftabliflied  a 
fociety  at  Edinburgh,  for  the  improvement  of 
Britifli  wool  i  and  he  has  exhibited  fpecimens  of 
Orkney  (heep,  whofe  fleeces  are  far  fuperior  in 
point  of  finenefs,  although  we  believe  not  in 
length,  to  thofe  of  Spain.  *  • 

In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent'  war,  he  hasx 
Yaifed  two  battalions,  called  the  "  Rdthfay  and 
Caithnefslencible  infantry,"  of  both  of  which 
he  is  colonel ;  his  commiflSons  are  dated  March 
7th,  and  December  19th,  1794.  The  fecond  is 
now  ferving  in  Ireland.  -' 

It  may  not  be  apiifs  here  to  remark,  that  his 
regiment  is  dreffed  after  the  ufual  manner  of 
the  highlanders,  with  a  very  becoming  and  in- 
deed decent  alteration  in  refpeft  to  the  cover- 
ing of  the  lozver  extremities',  the  men  wearing 
trexpj,  or  clofe  tartan  trowfers,  idftead  of  the 
kilty  or  fliort  petticoat,  which  permits  the  knees 
to  remain  naked,  and  in  fome  of  the  military 
movements,  even  expofes  the  poftferiors  I  In  a 
diflertation  lately  written  by  him  on  that  fub- 
j^ft,  he  endeavours  to  prove  this  to  be  the 
ancient  Celtic  drefs,  and  quotes  Gibbon, 
Heni^y,  '&c.  befides  fome  traditional  autho- 
rities on  this  fubjeft.  He  has  alfo  brought  for- 
ward the  evidence  of  ancient  Scotch  ballads, 
particufarly  that  of  "  Tak'  your  Auld  Cloak 
about  ye ;'  fuppofed  to  be  written  in  the  time 
of  Robert  Bruce : 

C  a  *'  la 
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''  In  days  when  owr  King  Robert  mng, 
"  Hia  /r«w/  they  coft  but  ha'f  a  crown^ 
**  He  find  thejr  were  a  g^at  ou'r  deao 
^  And  ca'd  the  taylor  thief  and  biui.** 

It  will  appe^  frptp  what  ha$  bees  mentfoth^ 
td,  that  Sir  John  Sinclair  is  a  man  bf  great  per- 
feverance  and  indufiry*  He  has  attained  a  Very 
CQnfiderable  degree  of  knowledge,  in  fefpe£l  to 
the  fu)ance8  ap4  reiburces  of  this  country,  and 
h^s  of  iate  years,  experienced  a  nwked  oppo- 
f|tjan  from  Mr.  Pitt,  firho,  by  mean9;  perhaps, 
not  very  liberal,  is  faid  to  have  tumbled  him. 
down  m  the  twiiikJiiig  of  an  eye  from  the.  chair 
ef  the  Board  o|  Agriculture. 

He  has  bera  iinpeached  of  recommending 
camps  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  metropolis^ 
ki  time  of  peace ;  a  fyftem  petfaaps  but  too  frimi* 
liar  with  the  prejudices  of  his  early  life.  The 
friends  of  the  premier  d)£o  accufc  him  of 
having  written  a  letter  to  a  great  perfonage,  zt 
the  diflblutipn  of  tibe  fatft  padiament,  folicitisg 
^/fas  ifi  either  of  two  great  hou&s,  and  obferv- 
ing,  th^t  an  hereditary  one  would  be  moft  con-> 
fonant  tx>  his  dignity  as  prefident  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture.  JA  is  to  his  pretended  difap- 
poiotment  on  this  occafion,  that  they  trace  the 
origin  pf  a  kind  of.  arm^  wmtralitf^  and  a  dere- 
h*£tion  of  the  premier,  to  whom- he  was  once  fi> 
greatly  attached. 
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It  IS  impoflible  to  decide  with  any  degree  oi 
accuracy  refpefting  charges  fo  vague  and  fecret 
in  theif  very  nature  ;  we  can  only  obferve,  that 
he  is  one  of  the  ableil  and  moft  opulent, 
and  we  are  inclined  alfd  to  confider  him  as  one 
of  ihe  moft  independent,  of  our  modern  legif- 
lators. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  was  created  a  baronet, 
February  4th,  1786  ;  but  whether  his  claims 
originated  from  the  title  of  his  paternal  ance& 
tor.  Sir  George  Sinclair  of  Clythe,  who  fat  in 
the  Scbttifli  Parliament,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century,  or  in  his  own  merits,  the  au- 
thor of  this  fketcfi  is  unable  to  determine, 

Previoufly  to  his  receiving  patent  honours,  he 
had  become  entitled  to  academical  oiies,  having 
obtained  the  degree  of  Doftor  ot  Laws  fome 
ycars^e^ore.  ' 

A- 

AfRi  ROSCOE. 

THE  hiftory  of  the  celebrated  author  of  th^ 
life  of  Lorenzo  de  Me4icis>  Evinces  the  won- 
derful efie£ts  which  refult  frotn  affiduous  in- 
duftry,  fuperadded  to  the  intuitive  rapidity  o^ 
genius.  Favoured  by  no  advantages  of  educa- 
tion, foftered  by  no  patronage,  raifed  by  the  na- 
tive GQcrgie^  of  ffUs^  mind  alouef,  Mn  Rofcoe  has 
C  3  reached 
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readied  a  pitch  of  literary  ofninence,  which 
is  rarely  attained  even  by  thofe  who  have  made 
the  bed  ufe  of  the  privileges  of  academic  in- 
ftruftion. 

His  parents  moved  in  the  humbler  fphcre  of 
life ;  they  were  of  courfe  precluded  by  their 
circuraftances  from  giving  their  fon  a  very  ex- 
teiifive  education ;  and,  with  a  ftrange  perverfe- 
nefs  of  temper,  he  obftinately  refufed  to  attend 
at  the  dayfchool  where  his  father  wiibed  him 
to  be  taught  writing  and  arithmetic.  In  confe- 
quenccj  he  had  not  even  the  common  oppor- 
tunities of  acquiring  knowledge  ufually  enjoyed 
by  thofe  of  the  fame  ftation  in  life  as  himfelf. 
He  was  thus  fated  to  be  the  architefl  of  his 
*bwn  fame. 

'  But  though  he  threw  off  the  trammels  of  the 
fchool,  he  was  not  idle : — he  read  much,  aftd 
thought  more* 

At  an  early  age  he  ww  articled  as  clerk  in 
the  office  of  Mr.  Eyes,  an  attorney,  in  Liver- 
pool. Soon  after  this  period  he  was  ftimulated 
to  undertake  the  ftudy  of  the  Latin  language, 
by  one  of  his  companions  boaftin^  that  he  had 
read  Cicero  de  Amicitia,  apd  fpeaking  in  high 
terms  of  the  elegance  of  the  ftyle,  and  the 
fentimerits  of  that  compofition.  Mr.  R.  im- 
mediately procured  the  treatife  in  queftion; 
and    fmoothing    his   difficulties    by    perpetual 
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reference  to.hmr^rammar  as  well  -as  to  hh  dic- 
tionary, he  drudged  through  the  talk  which 
emulation  had  incited  him  to  undertake.  The 
fuccefs  which  he  experienced  in  his  firft  ef- 
fort prompted  him  to  proceed;  and  he  did 
not  flop  in  his  career  till  he  had  read  the  moft 
difiinguifhed  of  the  Latin  claffics.  In  iljis  pur- 
fuit  he  was  encouraged  \>y  the  frrendly  inter- 
eourfe  of  Mr.  Francis  >Holdcn,  an  eccentric 
genius  and  excellent  fcholar. 

Having  made  conliderable  progrefe  in  the 
Latin  language,  Mr.  R.  ftjU  without  the  affift- 
ance  of  a  mafter,  proceeded  to  the  fttidy  of 
French  and  Italian.  The  beft  authors  in  each 
of  tbefe  tongues,  foon  became  familiar  to  him  j 
and  it  is  fuppofed,  that  few  natives  of  the 
-country  have  fo  general  and  recondite  a  know- 
ledge of  Italian  literature)  as  the  fubjefl  of  the 
prefent  memoir. 

During  the  whole  of  this  period,  Mr.  R.  re- 
golarly  attended  at  the  office ;  and  his  feafons 
of  ftudy  were  the  intervals  of  bufinefs. 

His  attachment  to  the  mufc  was  of  a  very 
early  date.  While  yet  a  boy  he  read  wiih  avi- 
dity the  works  of  the  beft  £ngli(h  poets.  Of 
their  beauties  he  had  an  exquifite  fenfe;  and 
it  .may  eaiily  be  imagined  that  the  earlieitof  his' 
compofitions  were  of  the  poetical  clafs.  "  Monnt- 
Pleafant,"  a  defcriptive  poem,  which  he  wrote 
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in  his  161I1  year»  is  a  record  not  only  of  the  fer- 
tility of  his  genius,  but  of  the  correSnefs  of  his 
tafte. 

Soon  after  the  expiration  of  his  clerk(hip» 
Mr.  R.  was  taken  into  partnerftiip  by  Mr.  A^ 
pinwall,  a  very  refpeftahle  attoiney  of  the  tow» 
of  Liverpool ;  and  the  entire  management  of 
an  office,  extenfive  in  pra£lice,  and  high  m  re- 
putation, devolved  upon  him  alone.  In  this. 
fituation  he  conduced  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  gain  univerfal  refpedL  For  notwithftand- 
ing  his  various  purfuits,  he  had  paid  ftri£l  at-^ 
tention  to  his  profeilion,  and  had  acquired  a 
liberal  and  minute  knowledge  of  lavr.  And  in 
clearnefs  of  compreheniion,  and  rapidity  of  dxf» 
patch  in  bufinefs,  he  had  few  equaK 

About  thj3  time  be  commenced  an  acquaku- 
ance  with  the  late  ^  Dpt  Enfield,  and  the  pire- 
fent  Dn  Aiken>  then  refidents  at  Warringtoiit. 
the  former  being  tutor  ia  the  belles  leitrea  in 
the  Warrington  academy,  and  the  latter  eftab^ 
liflied  as  a  fiirgeon  kk  that  town.  Thefe  gjeatleK 
men  had  the  hooour  of  being  early  fenfible  of 
his  furprifing  uleatSf  aad  they  contrai^ed  witb. 


*  Wfacti  Dr.  E.  publiihed  the  ad  vol.  of  the  Speaker,  Mr. 
IL  fumH&cd  him  wMt  mtikigj  to  Pity^  said  an  Ode  to  Educa- 
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him  a  frkod&ip  which  WslS  fure  to  he  Iafting» 
as  it  was  built  on  th^  folid  bails  of  rbtitual 
efteem. 

Mr.  R.  ieems  to  have  been  almoft  intuitively 
gifted  with  a  correft  tafte  iA  the  arts  df  paint^i' 
ing  and  ftatHary.  On  the  17th  Etecerbber, 
1773,  h^  fwd  to  the  members  0/  a  fociety, 
formed  in  Liverpool,  for  the  encdiitagement  of 
defigmng,  drawings  painting,  &c.  an  ode  on 
the  inftitution  of  the  aforefaid  foeiefy>  Which 
was  afterwards  publifliedi  tiogethef  tvJfh  his 
.poem  entiticd  Mount  fteafant.  'Of  this  fociety 
he  was  a  tery  aSive  affociatc,  and  occafionally 
gave  public  leflures  on  fubje£ls  appropriate  to 
the  obje£l  of  the  inftitution. 

When  the  voice  of  humanity  was  raifed 
againA  the  Ifevd  trade,  Mr.  R.  fearlefs  of  the  in- 
convenience to  which  the  circumftances  of  hi* 
local  fituation  might  expofe  him,  ffoocf  forth  a 
2eaIotrs  and  enlightened  advocate  for  tlie  abd- 
fition  of  that  inhuman  trafiic.  In  his  boyifli 
days,  indeed,  he  had  exprjeflted  his  feefings  on 
this  faftjed  in  the  following  beautiful  lines, 
which  are  extraSed  from  the  abovementidn^d 
poem.  Mount  Pleafant,  p.  13  : 

Than  Afiic's  fwartby  fom  their  taUlb  iefttLt,- 
Beneath  the  fervai»  of  the  noon-tide  heat  $ 
Tom  finom  eaoh  joy  Uiat  crown*d  their  aativi^iUI^ 
No  iveet  rdtfe£Uon8  i&itigate  their  toil  f 
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From  mom  to  cvc,  by  rigoroiis  hand^  opprel^  .  * . 

Dull  fly  their  houn^  of  every  hope  unUeil : 

Till  broke  with  labour^  helplefs,  and  forlorn. 

From  their  weak  grafp  the  ling'ring  morfel  torn  ; 

Thereed-built  hovel's  friendly  ihadc  dcnyed  j 

The  jell  of  folly,  and  the  fcom  of  pride  j 

Dfooping  beneath  meridiflo  funs  tbey  lie^ 

Lift  the  fidnt  head,  and  bend,  the  impbring  eyc| 

Till  death,  in  kindneis,  from  the  tortured  breail 

Calls  the  free  fpirit  to  the  realms  of  reft. 

Shame  to  mankind !  but  (hame  to  Britons  matt. 
Who  all  the  iweets  of  liberty  can  boaft ; 
Yet,  deaf  to  every  human  daim,  deny 
That  bHfs  to  others  which  themfelves  enjoy : 
Life's  bitter  draught  with  hariher  bitter  fill, 
Blaft  every  joy,  and  add  to  cveiy  ill ; 
The  trembling  limbs  with  galling  iron  bind, 
Nor  loofe  the  heavier  bondage  of  tlie  mind« 

Thus,  by  hi?  own  reflexions,  Mn  R,  was  pre^ 
pared  to  enter  with  ardor  into  the  views  of 
the  friends  of  fuflfering  humanity.  He  had  fre- 
quent converfations  with  Mr.  Clarkfon,  who 
firft  drew  the  attention  of  the  kingdom  at  large 
to  this  national  difgr^ice.  A  fpecious  pamphlet 
was  publilhed  in  defence  of  the  trade,  intituled^ 
Scriptural  Rejearcbes  into  the  Ucitne/s  of  the  Slme 
Traide^  and  written  by  a  SpaniHi  Jefuit  of  the 
name  of  Harris.  Mr.  R.  anfwered  it  with  great 
fpirit  and,  acutenefs,  in  a  counter- pamphlet» 
intituled,  A  Scriptural  Refutation  of  a  Pamphlet 
lately  pnhlijbed  by  the  Rev.  Raymund  Harris. 

But    this    topious    and    interefting    fubjeft 
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Awakened  all  his  fympathies>  and  the  public 
were  gratified  by  a  moft  affefting  poem,  intitu- 
led, ne  IVrongs  of  Africa.  This  poem  Mr.  R. 
intended  to  complete  in  three  parts.  The  two 
firft  appeared  1787  and  1788,  but  the  lovers  of 
genuine  poetry  have  tor  lament  that  he  has  not 
yet  fulfilled  his  promife  of  favouring  them  with 
the  publication  of  the  third* 

A  idind  fo  aftive  and  generous  as  Mr.  R's, 
could  not  be  uninterefted  in  that  fiupendous 
event,  the  French  revolution.  He  caught  the 
enthufiaftic  glow  which  warmed  the  breads  of 
the  friends  of  freedom,  while  they  beheld  a 
mighty  nation  throwing  off  the  fetters  of  defpot* 
ifm ;  .and  fondly  hoped  that  the  confequences 
of  their  exertion  would  be  lading  peace,  good 
order^  and  equal  laws.  He  tuned  the  lyre  on 
this  bewitching  theme,  and  proclaimed  the 
praifes  of  Freedom  in  a  tranflation  of  an  ode  of 
Petrarch,  which  found  its  way  into  the  Mercurio 
lialicoi  a  fong  intituled.  Millions  be  Free^  and 
the  famous  poem.  The  Vine-covered  Hills,  which 
may  be  claifed  among  the  mod  finifhed  compo- 
fitions  in  the  Englifli  language. 

During  the  feafon  of  tumult  and  difcord, 
which  fucceeded  the  attempt  of  the  combined 
powers  to  reindate,  in  the  plenitude  of  its  autho* 
rity,  the  defpotifm  of  France  (an  attempt  in 
which  this  country,  fatally  to  itfelf,  too  cordially 
united),  Mr,  R. -was  bufily  employed  in  writing 
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the  Hiftoiy  of  Lorenzo  de  Medibis.  This  work 
vras  begun  about  the  year  1790.  It  may  be 
prefuihed  that  it  has  naw  paffed  througli  thi 
©rdcal  of  criticifm  :  rtiore  than  two  yeari  have 
fcfefftd  fiftee  its  publication.  The  literary 
world  have  had  time  to  recover  firohi  the  dzzzlt 
of  fiitpri^T^aitd  the  buz  of  ignorant  appJaufe, 
raifed  by  the  leaders  of  literary  fafiifon,  is^  ftilf. 
The  fentetice  of  fober  judgment  coftfirms  the 
▼erdtft  which  was  pronounced  according  to  tht 
dictates  of  firft  impreflions.  The  liberal  acu- 
men of  Parr  has  aflayed  the  Life  of  Lorenzo, 
tnd  has  found  it  fterling  gold.  Its  dignity  and 
^race  have  fhielded  its  anthor  from  the  merci^ 
lefe  tomahawk  of  the  writer*  of  the  Purfuits  tf 
JLateraturi  r  and  we  may  fairly  prefome  that  its 
fank  i&  ftxed  among  the  moft  fplehdid  orna^ 
ments  of  Englifli  literature. 

The  atlmiration  with  which  the  public  have 
been  affe£fed  by  the  perufal  of  this  work  will, 
no  doubt.  Be  encreafed  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
circumftances  in  which  it  was  compofed.  At 
the  time  when  it  was  projefted,  Mr.  R.  lived  at 
the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  Liverpool,  whi* 
jAier  \it  \^as  obliged  dsuly  to  repah*  to  attend  to 
the  bufinefsx)f  his  office.  The  dry  and  tedious 
detuis  of  law  occupied  his  attention  during  the 
whole  of  the  morning  and  afternoon;  hisrevenw 
isi^  aione  he  was^  able  to  dedicate  to  ftudy; 
f  Mr.  Mathlas.    • 

and 
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and  it  win /be  fsafily  conceived,  that  ageittlts-^ 
man,  furrounded  by  a  numerous  &mUy^  a^d 
Tcbofe  coKopany  was  courted  by  his  fri^ad;^  . 
miift  have  experienced,  even  a|  tbefe  hoursj  9 
V^uciety  of  interruptions.  No  pubjie  librftiy 
provided  him  with  materiaJs,  The  rju-e  books 
i^hich  he  had  0€cafi(»i  to  conf'ul.t,  1^  wr$  ob^^  1 
Eged  to  procure  in  Lohdon  at  a  confiderftbie 
expence.  But  in  th^e  midft  of  ajl  th^fc  difHcuI* 
ties  th^  \yprk  grew,  unde^  his  b^nd^^  In  gi^r 
that  ijt  might  be  printed  under  his  pwnjofpec- 
tion,  he  eftablilhed  an  e?:cel]ent  prefo  ia  ths 
tpwA  of  Liverpool,  aijid.  fobmitt^d  to  the  dif- 
gufting  toil  of  corre^ing  the  proofe,  The  Hif- 
tory  of  Lorenzo  de  Medicis  wa^  at  iei^gth  pubn 
lifhed  early  in  the  year  1796- 

Soon  after. the  publication  of  his  hiftory,  Mr*. 
R*  relinquiihed  the  profeffipn  of  ^n  attorfi^jr^ 
and  entered  himfelf  at  Gray's  Inn,  wiUi  a,  vie«r 
of  afting  as  a  barrifter. 

He  took  advantage  of  the  leifure  which  the, 
relinquilhment  of  bufinefs  a^rded  him,  to  en* 
ter  upon  the  ftudy  of  the  Greek  language  5  in 
which,  acpprding  to  the  report  of  his  intimate 
frieads,  he  h^  (oade  coniiderable  progrieiis. 

The  public  have,  with  concordant  voice,  call^ 
ed  upon  Mr«  R.  for  the  life  of  Leo  X. ;  audi 
JU^d  Hpllaoil  and.Loid  Briftol  have,  with  great 
Uberality,  offered  their  afliftanc^  in.  procuring 
ftoin  Italy,  and  other  parts  of  the  continentt 
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whatever  documents  he  might  think  it  necef- 
fary  to  confult  in  the  execution  of  fo  grand  a 
defign.  The  lovers  of  polite  literature  will,  be 
glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  R.  has  a£tua]ly  began  this 
expefted  work;  but  fuch  is  the  troubled  ftate  of' 
Europe,  that  he  is  debarred,  at  prefcnt,  from  the 
ufe  of  materials  which  might  be  collefted 
abroad. 

-.  In  the  courfe  of  his  conduft,  Mr.  R.  has  uni- 
formly maintained  a  character  of  fimplicityi 
fincerity,  and  benevolence.  He  a£ls  uprightly 
Without  effort.  Ill-fated  genius  cannot  plead  his 
hiftory  as  a  precedent  for  irregularity  of  life  ; 
nor  will  his  example  fanftion  the  herd  of  men  of 
abilities,  who  deem  their  talents  a  licence  to 
live  in  idlenefs,  and  prey  upon  the  public.  His 
refotirces  are  in  his  own  exertions.  He  is,  in 
every  fenfe  of  the  word,  an  independent  man.  * 
Long  may  he  enjoy  the  bleffings  which  are  the  • 
meed  of  virtue. 

M.N. 


THE  EARL  OF  LIVERPOOL. 

The  rife  of  this  nobleman  mud  be  allowed  to 
have  been  rapid ;  and  if  we  are  to  believe  his 
enemies,  it  is  unexampled  in  our  annals,  lince 
the  time  of  the  Spenfers.  This,  however,  is 
not  firi£lly  true^  for  it  might  be  eafy  to  point  out 
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many  others  who  have  been  fully  as  fortunate  in 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  reign,  and  attained 
equal  honours  with  perhaps  inferior  preten- 
fions. 

On  his  being  ennobled,  it  ^as  obferved;  with 
more  rancour  than  truth,  that  his  family  dif- 
graced  the  peerage ;  whereas  the  truth  is,  that 
on  the  fcore  of  birth,  his  pretenfions  ire  fupe- 
rior  to  many  of  thofe  wilh  whom  he  aflbciates, 
either  iii  the  fenate,  or  at  the  coundl  board.  His 
anceftors  have  been  fettled  more  than  a  century 
at  Walcot,  nearl  Charlbury,  in  Oxfordihh-e.  Hfs 
grandfather.  Sir  Robert  Jenkinfoh,  married  a 
wealthy  heireis  at  Bromley,  in  Kent ;  and  his 
father,  who  was  a  colonel  in  the  army,  refided 
at  South  Lawn  Lodge,  in  Whichwood  Foreft. 

Charles  Jenkinfon  received  the  firft  rudiments 
of  his  education  at  the  grammar  fchool  of  Bur- 
ford,  two  miles  diflant  from  his  father's  houfe ; 
aad  many  perfons  are  ftill  living  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, who  addrefs  him  as  their  old  fchoot- 
fcUow.  He  was  afterwards  placed  on  the 
foundation  in  the  Charter  Houfe,  and  feems  to 
have  been  fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  inftitution, 
that  he  educated  his  eldeft  fon,  the  prefent  Lord 
Hawkcftury,  there.  From  this  eminent  fe- 
minary  he  was  removed  to  Oxford,  where  he 
firft  imbibed,  perhaps,  his  political  fentimerits, 
and  was  entered  a  member  of  the  Univerfity  Col- 
leg*! 
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j^ge.  Thefe  Itic  took  two  4egr^s,  that  of  B-A* 
9nd  i\t,]^f.  su)d  feen^s  to  h^ve  osade  \iimfeJf  fijrft 
k]ip«if^^  by  ipipe  "v^rks  on  the  ipuQ^-Iwifx^^ 
death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  father  to  }w 

Ifi  I75J»  he  renjQVed  fi:om  Oxfordj^  without 
9bJi9inip^^  an,d  perhaps  without  foliciting^  a  fel- 
Ipw^ip  >  stfid  in  1 753,  pubj;fhe4  his  firft  profe  ^ 
traQiji  enti4ed>,  "  A  pilcourfc  on  the  pQoduft 
pf  th^  Government  0/  Great  Brii;ain,^  with  re- 
fpefl  to  Neutral  N^tiops,  during  the  Prefent 
War,"  H^  afterwards  wrote  feveral  other 
pa9;](^hl<^ts  s  9P4  one  ^i  particular,  on  the  benefit 
leiuUi^t^g  (rom.  a  nailitia,  or  arqied  national  force^ 
indepfind^ntpfaftanding  army.  Thi§  abounds 
wit^  nXi^y  m.anly  and  patriotic  fentiments,  and 
l^  b^n  lately  quoted  againft  himfelf  in  the 
{J^qufe  of  Pcorc :  on  that;ocg9(ion  his  lordfliip  did 
not  deny  that  he  was  the  author,  but  conjteiited 
hiinfelf  with,  apolo^ifipg  for  his  errors,  on  ac« 
cjpwt  of  bis  extreme  youth. 

To  tjie  former  of  thefe  produflions,  his  rife  in 
life  h^  b«en  falfely  attributed  ;  it  was  allowed 
t)y  eyeiy  oqq^  to  be  an  able  performance ;  but 
)il^  mioiy  Qtjiers  of  the  Tame  kind,  it  might  have 
Uip  in  the  warehoufe  of  his  bookfeHeri  and  be 
Juipifflf  rem,a.incd  for  ever  in  obfcurity,  had  it  not 
IjfefiD.for  the.  intervention  of  a  gentleman  of  the 
fWB^.QOunty^  with  whom  he  luckily  became  ac* 

«ny^ted. 

Sir 
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Sir  Edward  Turner  of  Anibrofeden  in  Oxford* 
Ihife,  being  of  an  ancient  family,  and  pofleiBng 
a  large  fortune,  ambitioned  to  reprefent  bis  na- 
tive county  in  parliament.  Having  attained 
confiderable  influence  by  means  of  a  large  eftate> 
and  a  bofpi table  and  lioble  manfion,  which  as 
well  as  the  family  houfe  at  Blackheath  has  been 
fince  taken  down,  and  the  materials  fold  by  his 
cldeft  fon  Sir  Gregory  Page^  Turner,  Bdronet> 
he  accordingly  ftood  candidate  as  knight  of  the 
(hire.  He  was,  however,  iirenuoudy  but  un- 
fuccefsfully  oppofed ;  for  in  addition  to  his  own, 
he  poflefled  the  court  intereft.  The  ftruggle, 
hotwithftanding  this,  was  long  and  violent,  and 
it  ftill  forms  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  hiftory  of 
contefted  eleftions.  But  for  nothing  is  it  more 
remarkable,  than  for  its  being  tlte  fortunate 
occurrence  in  Mr,  Jenkinfon's  life,  which  pro- 
duced all  his  prefent  greatnefs ;  for  the  contend- 
ing parties,  having  as  ufual,  called  in  the  aid  of 
ballads,  lampoons,  verfes,  and  fatires,  this  gen- 
.  tleman  diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  a  fong  in  favour 
of  Sir  Edward  and  his  party,  which  fo  captivated 
either  the  tafte  or  the  gratitude  of  the  baronet, 
that  he  introduced  him  to  th^  Earl  of  Bute,  then 
flourifliing  in  all  the  plenitude  of  power. 

It  is  known  but  to  few,  perhaps,  that  his  lord* 
Ihip,  who  placed  Mr.  J.  at  firft  in  an  inferior 
office,  was  not  at  all  captivated  with  him,  for  it 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  repeated  folicitations 
of  the  member  for  Oxfordftiire,  that  he  extended 
D  ^his 
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Jiisfurfter  protefllpn.  After  a  longer  trial,  he 
l)ecame  the  Premier's  private  fecretary,  and  in 
Tctttie  refpeft  a  memlster  of  his  family,  participat- 
ing in  his  friendfhip  and  favour,  and  living  with 
'him  in  an  linreftrairied  and  confidential  inter- 
icotirfe. 

Such  a  connexion  as  this  could  not  fail  to 
prove  advantageous ;  and  accordingly,  in  March, 
1 76 1,  ive  find  him  appointed  to  be  one  of  the 
Under-fecretaries  of  State,  a  fituation  v^rhich  pre- 
iuppofes  an  intimate  acquaintance  vjrith  the  fi- 
tu&'tion  of  foreign  affairs,  and  a  pretty  accurate 
knou^Iedge  in  refpeft  to  the  arcan^e  imperii  in 
general. 

He,  however,  did  not  remain  long  in  this 
•ft'ation,  for  after  the  lapfe  of  about  fourteeii 
months,  he  received  the  lucrative  appointment 
of  Treafurcr  of  the  Ordnance;  this  he  relin* 
quiftied  in  176*3,  for  the  more  confidential  office 
of  joint  Secretary  of  the  Treafuryj  a  fituation 
for  which  he  was  admirably  qualified,  by  his 
knowledge  of  the  ftafe  of  .parties,  ind  the  ma- 
nagement of  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  which  he 
hTmfelf  had  been  fome  time  a  member,  having 
obtained  a  feat  for  Cockermohth. 

To  the  Rockingham  adminiftration,  which 
fucceeded  in  1765,  he  was  both  perfonally  and 
politically  odious,^  and  he  accordingly  loft  all  his 
] appointments;  but  in  the  courfe- of  the  fame 
year,  he  had  one  confer/ed  on  him  by  the  king's 
mother,  the  late  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales^ 
.   .  which 
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which  no  minifter  could  bereave  him  off;  this 
was  the  auditorfliip  of  her  Royal  Highnefs's 
accounts. 

lihis  circumftance,  added  to  his  clofe  inti- 
macy with  the  difcarded  minifter^  awakened  the 
jealoufy  of  the  patriots ;  and  if  we  are  to  credit 
their  fufpicions,  he  became,  in  the  technical 
language  of  that  day,  the  **  go-between"  to  the 
favourite,  the  princefs-mother,  and  the  throne. 
When  Lord  Bute  retired  into  the  country  in 
difguft,  promifing  to  relinquifh  public  affairs,  a 
great  perfohage  is  (aid  to  have  conihiied  this  into 
ao  abandonment,  and  to  have  looked  out  for  ad* 
vice  elfevvhere  ;  from  that  moment  Mr.  Jenkin- 
fbn  was  ranked  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  party 
called  the  "  king's  friends,"  and  his  Majefty  has 
always  fince  diftinguifhed  him  by  a  marked  par** 
tiality  to  his  merits. 

Honours  and  employments  now  fell  thick  up- 
on him.  In  1766,  he  became  a  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  in  1777,  a  Lord  of  the  Treafury* 
Soon  after  this  he  obtained  the  *  clerkftiip  of 
the  pells  in  Ireland,  and  was  nominated  a  Lord 
of  Trade ;  in  1 786,  he  was  created  Lord  Hawket 
bury.  Baron  of  Hawkefbury  in  the  county  of 
Glouceller,  and  on  May  28th,  1 796,  was  advanced 
to  the  dignity  of  Earl  of  Liverpool ;  at  which 

»  It  is  proper  here  to  rematk,that  tlus  was  purchafed  from 
Mr«  Fox,  baviog  conftitucf d.part  of  hb  patrimoDy. 
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period  he  was  authorized  bp  his  Majefty  to 
quarter  the  arms  of  that  commercial  city  with 
thofe  of  his  own  family.  Thefe  are  great  ho- 
nours, but  the  well  chofen  motto  which  he  ha^ 
adopted  for  his  efcutcheon,  proves  that  he  con  • 
fiders  himfelf  as  not  undeferving  of  them  *. 

While  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Mr.  Je^^- 
kinfon  fpoke  frequently,  butfincehis  recent  el  - 
vation,  fpeaks  but  feldom;  whatever  he  favs, 
however,  is  liftened  to  with  the  utmoft  atten- 
tion, and  the  throbbings  of  expeftation  are  never 
iilore  feelingly  experienced  by  the  fervants  of 
the  crown,  than  when  he  utters  his  wifli^s  either 
at  the  council-board,  or  in  parliament. 

His  lordfhip  formerly  experienced  much 
odium,  which  indeed  is  always  attached  to  the 
charge  of  favouritifm,  for  when  the  Earl  of  Bute 
made  his  apotbeqfisj  his  political  mouth  was  fup*» 
pofed  to  drop  on  the  fhoulders  of  Mr.  Jenkin- 
fon.  He  is  now,  however,  a  peer,  and  a  privy 
counfellor^  and  in  one  of  thofe  fituations  the 
temporary,  and  in  the  other  the  conftitutional 
ddvifer  of  the  crown :  he  is  therefore  empowered 
both  by  office  and  by  law  to  deliver  his  opinion 
to  his  fovereign. 

It  would  be  unjuft  to  omit  that  the  ear^  of 
Liverpool  has  always  paid  great  attention  to  the 
trade  of  his  country.     It  was  he  who  drew  up  ' 
the  treaty  of  commercial  intercourfe  with  Ame* 
♦  Palma  Nok  Sine  Pvltcri. 
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rica ;  and  he  is  alfo  faid  to  have  not  only  pointed 
out,  but  to  have  created  the  whale  fifhery  in  the 
South  Seas. 

Refpe6ling  the  part  he  took  difring  the  Ame-^ 
rican  war,  no  one  ever  fpoke  more  decifively,  or 
perhaps  more  intemperatejy  than  his  prefent  af- 
fociate  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  of 
the  (hare  they  both  have  in  the  management  of 
this  country,  and  the  government  of  Ireland,  and 
the  prefent  conteft  with  France,  pofterity  will 
be  able  to  judge  more  coolly,  and  more  fairly 
than  their  own  contemporaries. 


MR.  ABRAHAM  JiEWLAND. 

THE  fignature  of  this  gentleman  is  pretty 
familiar  throughout  eveiv  part  of  Great  Britain, 
and  feems  to  give  the  fame  currency  to  a  bank'- 
noii  that  the  names  of  the  notorious  John  Doe 
and  Richard  Roe  confer  on  a  r/i^/^j.  Abra- 
ham has,  however,  this  in  his  favour,  that  he  is 
1151  fi£litious  perfon,  made  up  of  ihreds  of  parch- 
i^ent/but  a  nian,  a  real  living  man,  conftituted 
of  flefli,  blood,  bones,  (inews,  marrow,  and 
mufcles  5  and  while  the  place  of  abode  of  the 
former  gentlemen  are  fo  little  known,  even  in 
Chancery-lane,  Lincoln's-inn,  Gray's-inn,  Ser- 
jeant'sinn,  or  the  Temple,  that  none  of  their  in- 
habitants, from  the  judge  to  the  ticket-porter, 
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know  where  they  lodge,  and  the  Sheriffs  of 
Middlefex,  if  ordered  to  take  one  of  the  rogues 
into  cuftody,  muft  be  under  the  neceffity  of  re- 
turning nm  eft  inventus  on  the  back  of  the  writ, 
there  is  not  a  boy  about  the  Royal  Exchange 
who  cannot  point  out  the  great  bcuje^  where 
iioneft  Abraham. is  to  be  feen  ftrutting  about, 
^;7ith  a  pen  bejiind  his. car,  for  feveral  hours 
every  day ! 

The  trade  of  Europe,  during  the  middle  ages, 
was  confined  almoft  cxclufively  to  the  provinces 
that  ikirt  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Baltic. 
The  oppreffions  every  where  experienced  by 
the  Jews  from  the  Chriftians,  taught  them,  from 
cruel  neceffity,  the  art  of  transferring  their 
riches  from  one  nation  to  another;  and  the  myf- 
teries  of  banking,  and  of  bills  of  exchange,  arc 
fuppofed  to  have  originated  in  Italy. 

A  colony  of  Lombards,  by  means  of  the 
arms  of  their  duchy  *,  and  the  name  of  their 
nation,  have  given  tign-pofts  to  our  pawn-^ 
brokers,  and  an  appellation  to  the  refidence  of 
our  principal  bankers  f* 

It  was  not,  however,  until  nearly  two  centur 
ries  after  this  epoch,  notwithftanding  the  grow- 
ing increafe  of  our  commerce,  that  a  national 
bank  was  eftablifhed,  and  notwithftanding  Pavi4 

*  The  Uiree  balls  are  the  arms  of  Lombardy. 
f  Lcinbard-(l:eet. 
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Hume,  towards  the  latter  peripd  of  bis  lifp,  af- 
fefted  to  cpnfider  public  credit  as  a  hardier  plant 
than  he  had  at  firft  imagined,  yet  it  i?  ^  long' 
time  before  mankind  becomes  fo  metaphyficaji 
as  to  fuppofe  that  a  horfe,  a  (hip,  an  eftafe,  c^ 
even  -2^  province,  may  be  reprefentcd  by  a  flip  of 
flimfy  paper,  that  woyld  not  be  able  to  contain 
half  the  legal  jargon  fuflFicient  to  conftitute  the 
conveyance  of  a  houfa  or  a  homefted  ! 

Indeed,  this  mod?  of  reafoning  is  fuppprted 
by  fafts,  for  it  was  found  impoffible  to  create  ^ 
great  national  bank,  either  under  the  houfe  o^ 
Tudor,  or  the  houfe  of  Stuart.  Such  a  tyranny 
as  that  exerted  by  Henry  VIIJ»  would  have 
driven  the  proprietors  into  beggary  in  the 
courfe  pf  a  fortnight.  Charles  II.  who  cheated 
the  goldfmitbs,  or  bankers  of  his  day,  by  plun- 
dering the  exchequer  pf  the  money  lodg^ 
ed  there,  and  whom  the  Gotbamites  of  late^ 
times  have  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  ex- 
change, dreffed  in  a  Roman  habit,  as  if  he  bad 
been  the  prote£lor  of  trade  !  might  have  prove^ 
nearly  as  fatal  to  ^.  banking  company,  by  his 
own  diftreffes,  joined  to  the  perpetual  craving^ 
of  his  courtiers  and  raiftrejaTes,  as  the  indifcri- 
minate  ferocity  of  Henjry.  Nel  Gy^yn  alone, 
would  have  put  a  German  Jubjidy  in  requifitionj 

In  fine,  we  all  know,  that  an  eftablifliment  of 

Jhis  kind   failed   in  i»onarchical  France,   and 

thaf  it  has  been  feveral  times  ineffectually  at- 
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tempted  under  the  republic*  It  was  not  unti| 
five  years  fubfequent  to  our  own  revolutiou,  tha^ 
the  bank  of  England  was  eftabliflied  (in  169s), 
under  the  aufpices  of  a  prince  emphatically 
termed  "  the  deliverer  ;"  thus  proving  to.de- 
monfiration,  that  liberty  and  public  credit  are 
infeparable  from  each  other.  At  Berlin,  Vienna, 
and  Madrid,  we  hear  of  court  tankers,  but  a  na- 
tional bank  is  ftill  unknown; 

This  efiablifhment  has  combated  and  over-; 
come  a  multitude  of  diflficulties ;  for  its  notes  at 
one  time,  in  cpnfequence  of  the  arts  pra£lifed 
by  adherents  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  experienced 
a  difcount ;  and  it  is  but  a  fliort  time  fince,  that 
the  precious  metals  contained  within  its  vaults 
have  been  kept  from  circulation,  and  all  money- 
payments  fufpended  by  aft  of  parJiament.  Even 
this,  however,  it  has  furvived ;  for  the  knowi^ 
yrealth  of  the  eftablifhment,  the  punftuality  of 
its  offices,  apd  the  admirable  economy  of  their 
arrangements,  have  attracted  and  mofi  deferv- 
edly  retained  the  confidence  of  the  nation. 

Of  thcfe  officers,  the  moft  eminent,  moft  not- 
ed, and  perhaps  alfo  the  moft  refpeflable,  is  the 
fubjeft  of  thefe  memoirs*  Mr.  Newland,  born 
in  1729,  or  1730*  at  the  houl<^  of  his  father,  a 
baker,  in  King-flreet,  Southwark,  was  appointed 
a  clerk  in  the  bank  of  England^  a  little  more 
than  half  a  century  ago,  being  nominated  on  the 
zjth  February,  1748.   Diftinguifhing  himfelf  by 
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fkzt  regularity  and  order  fo  neceflary  in  money 
concerns,  he  rofe  through  the  various  gradation^ 
pf  fervice,  until  January  19,  1775,  when  he  atf 
tained  the  refpeftable  and  confidential  office  of 
phief  caflf ier  to  the  firft  commerciail  company  ia 
Europe. 

He  is  now  in  the  68th  or  69th  year  of  his  age^^ 
9nd  has  fonlething  commanding  and  refpe£table 
in  his  perfon.  His  deportment  is  alfo  genteel, 
his  manners  are  affable,  and  his  a6^ivity  and 
attention  ilill  exhibit  a  pattern  for  the  imitation 
of  the  junior  clerks.  His  manner  of  tranfafting 
bufinefs  is  eminently  methodical ;  and  he  b 
known  to  haye  undefignedly  given  offence  to  a 
few  of  the  fubfcribers  to  the  voluntary  contri« 
butions,  by  a  rigid  and  minute  attention  to  the 
provifos  pf  the  a£t  of  parliament,  and  the  in- 
firudions  of  the  directors.  On  this  occafion» 
the  zeal  of  fome  of  the  i^ewfpapers  got  the  betr 
ter  of  their  difcretion,  and  they  made  many 
equally  ridiculous  and  impotent  refleftions  on  the 
charader  of  a  perfon,  who  generoufly  contribute 
ed  zooL  tol^ards  the  very  meafure  of  which  they 
fuppofed  him  to  be  the  enemy. 

The  wealth  of  this  gentleman  has  been  the 
fubjeft  of  mucit  conjeflure.  He  is  t^rertainly 
rich^  but  no  fufpicipncan  attach  to  thiscircum- 
ftance,  when  his  opportunities, his  emoluments, 
and  his  economy  are  confidered.  He  is,  how* 
per,  no  churl  3  for  afum  of  money  being  wanted 
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for  rebuilding  the  church  of  St.  Peter-k-Poor  m 
Broad-ftreet»  it  was  inftantly  advanced  by  him 
to  the  pariih>  at  the  ufual  intereft>  although 
he  could  have  eaiily  turned  it  to  better  ac<- 
count; 

At  a  certain  period  of  life,  men  both  attaui  and 
retain  habits  either  of  regularity  or  diilipation.  At 
fifteen  minutes  paft  nine  o'clock  in  the  mornings 
he  is  feen  conftantly  at  his  delk,  and  is  never 
abfent  from  his  duty  until  three  in  the  afternoon. 
He  reiides  in^fuite  of  apartments  in  the  bank,  an^ 
liexed  to  his  office,  as  chief  cafhier ;  and  being  a 
bachelor,  his  eftablifhment  is  not  large*  During 
a  period  of  thirty  or  forty  years,  he  has  not  been 
once  abfent,  except  during  a  kvf  weeks  illnefs  ; 
9nd  therefore  trips  to  Margate,  Brighton,  and 
the  other  fafhionable  watering  places,  have  nei- 
ther impe4ed  his  duties,  nor  added  to  his  ex- 
pences. 

The  only  relaxation  he  has  allowed  himfclf 
for  many  fiimmers  paft,  is  a  daily  ride  in  the 
Islington  ftage-coach,  to  a  cottage  at  Highbury, 
where  he  drinks  tea ;  and  after  contemplating 
the  leautks  of  the  country i  returns  regularly  in  the 
evening  to4he  bank. 

As  a  private  charafter,  this  gentleman  ranks 
very  high ;  and  in  his  focial  hours  he  is  a  good 
pompanion,  enjoying  the  pleafures  of  the  table 
ia  moderation,  and  laughing  heartily  at  a  good 
fifry^  q{  which  be  is  paffionately  fond. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MR.  nbwlakd;  43 

It  is  ^Imoft  iiripoflible  to  contemplate  the  Im- 
jEnenfe  fums  of  paper-money  which  literalJy  pafii 
through  his  hands,  both  as  chief  cafhier  to  the 
"bank,  and  fecretary  and  agent  to  the  commit 
fioners  appointed  by  aft  of  parliament  for  the  re* 
duSion  of  the  national  debt,  witliout  thinking 
of  the  lines  of  Pope : 

^'  Blefs*^  pa^r  cttdit !  \zik  and  bed  fupply ! 
"  That  kxid«  Corruption  higher  wings  to  ^y ! 
"  Gold  imp'd  by  fbet  can  compaft  hardeil  thing)i, 
''  Can  pocket  flates^  can  fetch  or  carry  kings  ^ 

**  A  fingle  leaf  fiiall  waft  an  army  o*er, 
**  Or  fliip  off  fenates  to  fome  dlfiant  ilxore  ;       ^ 
"  A  leaf,  like  Sibyl's,  fcatter  to  and  fro 
'*  Onr  iaXts  and  fortunes  as  the  winds  fhall  b1ow$ 
'^  Pregnant  with  thoufands  flits  the  fcrapunfeen, 
^  And  filent  fells  a  king  or  buys  a  queen.** 


Thb  HoHouRABtB  (lately  Right  Honoubablb) 
CHARLES  JAMES  FOX. 

ALL  the  great  men  of  the  prefent  day,  arc 
either  the  offspring  of,  or  immediately  defcend- 
ed  from  new  families.  The  ancient  nobility 
rcpofe  under  the  laurels  of  their  anceftors,  not 
deigning  to  apply  to  any  of  the  learned  profef- 
fions,  and  deeming  commerce  and  agriculture 
unworthy  of  their  purfuits,  (a  few  illuftrious 
jchara£lers  excepted),  they  delegate  their  domef- 
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tic  concerns,  to  the  care  of  their  upper  fervants, 
and  not  unfrequcntly  the  bufinefs  of  the  nation 
is  entrufted  to  their  proxies.  This,  perhaps, 
will  be  the  beft  apology  for  the  multitude  of 
plebeian  fcions,  recently  ingrafted  on  the  ftock 
pf  ancient  ariftocracy;  and  although  it  may 
|>u2z|e  Iv'orrey  and  Clarencieux,  to  find  them 
cither  arms  or  anceftors,  certain  it  is,  that  the 
Ife  Bleed  of  nobility  has  been  infufed  into  the 
peerage  through  the  conduit  of  democracy. 

It  may  be  alfo  neceffary  to  preface  this  article 
with  another  obfervation,  of  which  fome  of  the 
moft  confpicuous  charafters  pf  the  prefent  poli- 
tical drama,  afford  more  than  one  pregnant  in- 
fiance  ^  that  the  younger  fons  of  our  nobility 
are  more  fuccefsful  in  their  political  efforts, 
llian  the  elder*.  This  may  be  eafily accounted 
for  5  the  heir  to  a  great  fortune,  and  an  illuf- 
trious  title,  knows  not  how  foon  both  may  de- 
volve upon  hrm,  and  when  that  event  takes 
place,  to  vvhat  further  objeft  can  his  expefta- 
tions  point?  Hcufinds  that  he  has  been  bom  a 
legiflator,  and  that  a  large  fortune  rs  entailed 

*  The  following  Remarks  arc  by  the  late  Lord  Orfordj  better 
known  by  the  name  of  Horace  Walpol^. 

*•  William  Pitt,  Lord  Chatham,  M'as  a  fccond  fon,  and  be* 

•'  came  prime  minifter  of  England.     His  rival  and  antagonift 

f  wa»  Hcniy  Fox,  Lord  Holland^  a  fecond  fon  likewife.    Lord 

**  Holland's  fecond  fon,  Charles  Fox,  and  Lord  Chatham's  fe. 

.  ff  cond  fcD,  William  Pitt^  are  now  rivals  and  antagoniib." 

upon 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ti]^on  his  perfon ;  here  then  are  wealth  and 
honours  not  only  within  his  grafp,  but  aSuaJlf 
in  his  powen  It  is  otherwife  with  the  junioi' 
branches,  for  they  have  in  general  but  little  in 
pofleffion,  and  every  thing  to  look  for  5  they  in- 
herit all  the  exquifite  reiifli  for  pleafure  that  their 
feniors  enjoy  to  fatiety,  and  are  only  deficient 
in  the  means  of  gratification.  Like  the  dove 
of  Noah,  they  fcarcely  find  a  refling  place  for 
their  feet  on  the  earth ;  and  they  are  exactly  in 
the  (ituation  of  an  invading  general  who  has 
burnt  his  (hips,  for  they  muft  on,  or  periQi  I 

Charles  James  Fox,  is  the  younger  fon  of 
Henry,  who  was  himfelf  a  younger  fon  of  Sir 
Stephen  Fox,  celebrated  lefs  for  his  own  birth, 
than  the  circumftance  of  being  a  father  at  the 
age  of  eighty,  an  event  not  incredible  however, 
and  rendered  in  the  prefent  inftance  unfufpi- 
cious,  by  the  decorous  condu6):,  and  acknow- 
ledged virtue  of  the  partner  of  his  bed,  Henry 
entered  early  into  public  life,  and  fuch  was  his 
addrefs  in  parliament,  during  the  reign  of 
George  IL  that  he  foon  attained  not  only  fome 
of  the  moil  arduous  and  honourable^  but  alfo 
the  mod  lucrative  fituations  in  the  gift  of  the 
crown,  for  in  the  year  1754,  he  was  appointed 
fecretaxy  at  war ;  then  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the 
Southern  department,  and  after  being  ou/fed  by  the 
great  Mr.  Pitt,  afterwards  Earl  of  Chatham,  we 
find  him  filling  the  immenfely  beneficial  office 
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cf  pay-mafter  general  of  the  forces,  accutnuIaN 
ing  great  wealth,  and  incurring  the  animadver* 
fions  of  the  firft  city  of  the  empire. '  Such  in- 
deed was  his  confequence,  that  at  a  time  when 
patents  of  peerage  were  not  very  common,  he 
was  ennobled  by  his  prefent  Majefty,  in  17631 
by  the  title  of  Baron  Holland  of  Foxley. 

His  fon,  Charles  James,  was  born  January 
13th,  1749,  and  if  by  his  father's  fide,  he  claffed 
among  the  novi  homines,  by  his  mother's,  his  de- 
fcent  muft  be  allowed  to  be  fplendid,  for  Lady 
Georgiana  Carolina  Lennox,  was  the  daughter 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Richmond ;  and  as  fuch, 
in  addition  to  that  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  Ihe 
was  allied  to  the  two  rival,  but  related  families, 
which  had  fo  long  contefted  for  the  throne  of 
Great  Britain — thofe  of  Brunfwic  and  Stuart. 

But  it  is  not  to  fuch  vulgar  claims  as  thefe, 
that  the  future  hiftorian  will  have  recourfe  ;'  he* 
will  dwell  with  ardour  on  the  early  promife  of 
genius,  the  precocious  talents  of  the  boy,  the 
matured  wifdom  of  the  philofopher  and  the 
-ftatefman,  and  while  the  abilities  and  virtues 
that  adorn  the*  charafcler  of  this  hero,  bring  him 
forward  on  the  canvas,  thefe  inefficient  and  in- 
voluntary pretenfions  will  be  caft  into  the 
fliade,  and  fcarcely  be  diftinguifhcd  in  the  back 
ground. 

The  fecond  fon  proved  Lord  Holland's  favou- 
rite child,  and  at  length  became  the  darling  of 
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his  old  age.  Perceiving  in  him  the  feeds  of  all 
the  qualities  that  conftitute  greatnefs,  he  was  at 
infinite  pains  to  give  fcope  to  his  intelleftual 
vigour,  to  expand  the  Ihoots,  and  difclofe  the 
bloflbms  of  fo  promilfing  a  plant.  From  hia 
carlieft  infancy  he  intended  him  for  parlia- 
mentary, bufinefs,  and  by  converfing  always 
with  him  as  if  he  had  been  a  man,  he  aftually 
made  him  one  before  the  ufual  time.  He  is 
even  faid  to  have  fubmitted  his  difpatches  to  his 
perufal,  while  in  office,  and  to  have  complied 
with  his  correftions. 

•  This  country  much  about  the  fame  time,  be- 
held in  the  perfons  of  two  rival  orators,  two 
wonderful  inftances  of  ftatefmeh,  retiring  from 
the  field  of  contention,  and  tievoting  the  re« 
mainder  of  their  lives  to  the  education  of  their 
two  younger  fons,  with  whom  they  were  accuG 
fomed  to  talk  about  public  affairs,  and  fome^ 
times  to  place  on  a  table  in  order  to  hear  th6m 
declaim.  Occupied  the  better  part  of  their 
days  in  hoftilities  againft  each  other,  the  en- 
mity of  the  families  feems  to  have  become 
hereditary,  for  it  is  kept  up  by  their  chiU 
drcn,  who  ilill  maintain  a  rivalfliip,  even 
after  they  had  abjured  the  principles  of  their 
relpeQive  fires. 

In  compliance  with  the  future  deftination  of 
his  fon.  Lord  Holland  preferred  a  public  to  a 
private  education,  and  accordingly  fcnt  Charles 
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to  Weftiflmfter  fchool-  After  diftinguiflimg 
himfelf  here,  he  removed  to  Eton,  where  Dr* 
Bernard,  the  Jate  provoft,  found  him  not  only  un-^ 
commonly  eager  after  amufements,  but  eminently 
fuccefsful  in  clafCcal  attainments.  His  private 
tutor*  while  a  member  of  this  celebrated  infti-^ 
tution,  wafe  Dr.  Newcombe,  afterwards  Bifhop^ 
of  Waterford,  who,  while  he  was  frequently 
vexed  at  the  diffipation  of  his  pupil,  had  occa- 
lion  at  the  fame  time  to  be  highly  gratified  with 
his  progrefs.  Here  he  formed  his  early  friend- 
ihips  with  the  Earl  of  Fitzwilliam,  Lord  Car- 
lifie,  his  own  relation  the  Duke  of  Leinfier,  and 
fonje  of  the  firft  men  of  the  age.  It  v^as  here 
alfo,  that  *  one  of  them  anticipated  his  futurtf 
reputation  in  the  following  lines  : 

"  How  will  my  Fox,  alone  tjr  (Irength  of  partdi 
'*  Shake  the  loud  fenate,  animate  the  hearttf 
''  Of  fearful  flatelnlen  1  white,  aroond  yxxtx  Hand 
^  Both  Peen  and  Commona  lifl*nlng  your  command  j 
«*  While  TuLLY'a  fenfe  its  weight  to  you  affoidi, 
"  His  nervous  fweethefs  liiall  adorn  your  words. 
'*  What  praife  to  Pitt  to  1*owK8H£Kd  e'er  was  due, 
**  In  future  times,  my  Fox,  (hall  wait  on  you.*' 

His  father  being,  in  the  uncourtly  language' 
of  thofe  days,  "  a  rank  Torj,"  Charles  was  fent 
to  finilh  his  education  at  Oxford,  where  he  is 
reported,^  in  imitation  of  Penelope,  to  have  re^ 

•  Lord  Carliile^ 
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gauied  by  his  daily  toils^  the  labours  loil  hy  liU 
iio£himal  aberrations. 

At  length  he  began  to  pant  aft^r  a  more  wi-^ 

reftrained  intercourfe  with  fociety,  and  confer 

quently  to  be  difgufted  with  the  teftraints^  apd 

Hired  with  the  uniformity  of  a  collegiate  life* 

The  mofi  eafy,  as  well  as  moil  likely  way  to  rid 

hiaifelf  of  thisj  was  to  evince  an  ardent  defire  to 

fee  the  world ;  and  as  his  ftudies  were  now  com-' 

pleted,  bis  father^  as  ufual,  indulged  the  wifhe^^ 

of  his  darling  fon*    Thofe  who  have  been  ac-* 

cuftomed  to  fee  Mr.  Fox  of  late  yearsj  without 

being  acquainted  with  the  minute  particulars 

of  his  early  life^  will  fcarcely  beliere,  that  at 

this  period  he  was  one  of  the  greateft  ieaus  in 

England ;  that  he  indulged  In  all  the  faihionable 

elegance  of  attire»  and  vied»  in  point  oind^eelu 

imd  Paris^ut-'Oelvet,  with  the  moft  (hewy  men 

of  the  times*    Thefe  and  fimilar  qualifications 

Were  difplayed  in  moft  of  the  courts  of  Europe^ 

tn  the  courfe  of  the  grand  touf ;  tod  if  he  did 

ftot  return  like  his  maternal  anceftor  *,  with  all 

the  vices  of  the  continent,  he  at  leaft  brought 

a  wardrobe  replete  with  all  its  faihions^    Nor 

will  a  ftri£i  regard  to  hiftorical  truth  permit  the 

Omiffion  of  more  culpable  tfanfgreilions,  for  he 

Is   faidj  amidft  the  ardouf  and  impetuofity  of 

youthy  to  have  expended,  or  rather  laviihed^  vaU 

»  Chftilcf  II. 
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fdiiis  of  money  in  *  playj  and  to  flare  Cdnffi^-. 
cd  immcnfe  debts.     Let  it  be  recollefiled,  how- 
ever, that  he  was  at  thiS  very  time  between  two 
atrf  thtek  years  fliort  of  thitt  period,  wh<*tt  the 
law  deckre^  him  to  be  tid  longer  a  mindr. 

jf^s  (Enemies  have  cdfefulty  reminded  us^  thaf 
the'fitfl  poirtica)  a£i  df  his  life  was  a  violatton 
<tf- l!h^  coriftitutioti  df  his  n«ive  country;  for  at 
the-^eheral  eleflion  in  1768J  he  took  hfs  feat 
for  Mtdhurft,  irt  Suflex,  a  borough  under  the 
infkience  of  W^  family,  when  he  was  oriry  nine- 
.  teehyeirs  of  age,  and  confequently  ineligible'*' 
II  h  with  pain  too,  it  is  here  reluftantly  record* 
ecf,  'that^he  fife.effoff  oif  His  eloquence  Wa^' 
hoftife  to  liberty  1 5  but,  befid^s  his  extreme 
youth,  the  bent  of  his  education,  die  -pT^jisdicea 
of  hfe  family^  ^nd  the  wifhes  df  a  fond  fatbier^ 
ought  all  to  be  tAken  into  ccmtkt^iration ;  aind  8f 
ff  confiplcte  vindication  does  not  enfuey  Art  ich' 

*  Dt;  BtlTot^  In  his  life  of  Burke^  tiiortSj. that  bis  father^ 
Lord  Hollan4K  who  accompanied  him  to  5pa»  firft  excited  asc 
ifch  for  phy  in  ^  his  youthful  mind,  by  allowing  him  five 
guineas  Jl  tiight  tb  be'  Ipait  in  games  of  hazard;  But  ad  thiir 
re^  en  the>m«M  ^iertlon  of  that  gttitlemen,  it  Itrill  becfiiieult- 
tQ  giv^  <;fe4it,.to  the  report. 

f  Hk  ^-a  fpcech  was.  in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  tbeo, 
cpnhned  in  the  King*s«Bench  j  and  whatever,  the  moti'vts  of  that 
gcntlenian  might  t)c>  difpafllbnate  men  will  now  be*  ready  to* 
avoWj  that  on  iSiis  0GCatoi>  his  caizfe  was  not  only  popular  but 
juft. 
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geftuous  mind  will  not  be  at  a  lofs  for  an  apo- 
logy. 

During  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  re- 
lative to  the  Middlefex  elefilion,  Mr.  F.  ftood 
forward  as  the  champion  of  the  minifbry^  and  ex« 
hlbited  no  common  addrefs  and  aftivity  on  the 
occafion.  From  the  firft  moment  of  his  enter-* 
ing  the  fenate,  he,  indeed,  djfplayed  all  thje 
qualities  of  the  orator ;  and  Lord  North,  then 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  deemed  his  merits 
fo  confiderable,  that  in  the  beginning  of  1772  he 
nominated  him  to  a  feat  at  the  admiralty  board, 
and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fame  year  made 
him,  in  fomemeafure,  a  partner,  with  himfelf  in 
the  management  of  the  empire,  by  appointing 
hiflfi  a  lord  of  the  treafury. 

Amidft  this  feeming  dei^otion  to  the  court, 
there  were  not  wanting  opportunities  when  he 
ihook  off  the  trammels  of  dependence,  and  al- 
lowed bis  manly  mind  to  take  its  full  fcope. 
Not  the  leaft  memorable  of  thefe  was  during 
the  debate  on  the  bill  brought  into  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  Sir  William  Meredith,  to  give  re- 
lief from  fubfcription  to  the  xxxix  articles  of  the 
church  of  England ;  and  in  the  liberal  fenti; 
tnents  delirered  on  that  occafion^  he  has  firmly 
and  uniformly  perfevered,  until  the  prefect  mo<* 
ment. 

But  die  time  had  now  arrived,  when  a  new 
dire£lion  was  to  be  given  to  hit  purfuits.    The 
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real  caufe  of  this  event,  which  involved  fo  many 
important  confequences,  can  only  be  gueffed  at. 
The  fons  of  the  Lords  Guilford  and  Holland, 
were  both  poffefled  of  talents ;  the  one  perhaps 
afpired  to,  the  other  enjoyed,  the  fupreme  com- 
mand ;  and  like  two  great  men  of  antiquity,  the 
firft,  perhaps,  could  not  brook  a  fuperior,  nor 
the  fecond  a  rival*  The  enmity  was.firft  deve- 
loped in  the  refufal  of  a  petty  appointment ;  it 
increafed  on  the  memorable  examination  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Home,  now  John  H.  Tooke,  at  the  bar 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  and  finally  became 
pubh'c4  ijn  confequence  of  the  following  billet, 
couched  with  all  the  energy  of  Spartan  brevity : 
^^  His  Majefty  has  thpught  proper  to  order  a 
"  new  commiffion  of  the  treafury  to  be  made 
*'  out,  In  which  I  don't  perceive  your  name. 

*'  North." 

'*  The  Hon.  Mr.  Fox/' 

ConHdering  this  not  merely  as  an  injury,  but 
an  infult,  the  enmity  of  Mr.  Fox  from  that  mo^ 
mcnt  became  public,  and  he  at  length  raifed 
fuch.aconftitutional  oppofition  to  the  admini- 
ilration  of  the  noble  lord  who  bad  thus  treated 
him  in  a  manner  bordering  on  contempt,  that  h^ 
in  the  end,fubverted  his  power,  and  dragged  hi$ 
antagonifl:  to  the  very  edge  of  the  fcaffoM. 

In  the  mean  time^  Lord  Holland  died,  leaving 
a  large  fum  of  monty,  and  confiderable  c^tes 
in  the  nei^bourhood  of  Kingfgate^  with  the 
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houfe  there,  built  in  imitation  cf  Tally's  For- 
mian  villa,  on  the  coaft  of  Baiae,  to  his  fon 
Charles.  He  was  thus  in  poffeffion  of  a  plen- 
tiful fortune,  and  had  he  retained  it>  would  have 
Hood  upon  high  ground  in  point  of  confequence : 
for  thefe  bequefts,  in  addition  to  the  clerklhip  of 
the  pells  in  Ireland,  foon  after  fold  to  Mr.  Jenk- 
Infon,  now  Lord  Liverpool,  muft  have  produced 
a  nett  annual  income  of  more  than  4000/.  per 
Sfmum, 

After  the  difTipatign  of  this  large  property,  a 
pommon  mind  would  have,  perhaps,  bent  under 
the  calamity ;  his,  on  the  contrary,  feeras  to 
have  rebounded  from  the  fall  j  and  inftcad  af 
finking  into  defpair,  to  have  aftually  foared  into 
celebrity,  and  even  independence. 

A  new  and  a  noble  field  now  opened  to  his 
ambition;  and  he  commenced  his  career  as  a 
patriot,  on  principles  which  Locke  has  upheld, 
and  Sydney  would  not  have  blulhed  to  fupport. 
The  members  of  that  adminiilration,  fuppofed 
by  fome  to  be  only  the  puppets  of  a  northern 
peer,  had  rendered  themfclves  detefted  by  the 
opprefTion  pf  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  profecution  of  the 
printers,  the  countenance  given  to  the  riots  at 
Brentford,  and  the  military  execution  in  St« 
GeorgeVfields. 

Another  event  of  infinitely  greater  magnitude 

now  filled  up  the  bitter  draught  of  popular 

odhim  J  and  the  previous  oppreffion,  and  threat. 
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Digitized  by 


Google 


54  MR.  FOX* 

ened  fubjugation  of  America,  aroufed  a  genera] 
Ipirit  of  refiftance  within  the  mother  country, 
and  pointed  the  finger  of  public  vengeance  at 
the  devoted  head  of  the  premier.  Fortunately 
for  Mr.  Fox's  confiftency,  his  conduft  re- 
ipe&ing  the  tranfatlantic  conteft,  was  ever 
ftriQly  uniform  j  and  on  this,  as  on  a  fubfequent 
occafion,  he  Caw  afar  off,  anticipated  the  im* 
pending  calamities,  and  predifled  the  accumiir 
lation  of  misfortunes,  which  afterwards  over- 
whelmed  the  nation. 

Accol-dingly,  in  1774,  he  oppofed  the  intro- 
d^£tion  of  the  Bofton  Port  biU,  and  apologifol 
for  the  condufl  of  the  colonies.  In  his  fpeech 
on  this  occafion,  tie  arraigned  the  condufl  of  the 
minifter  in  bold  and  energetic  language,,  and 
explained  the  principles  of  the  violated  conflitu- 
tibn,  with  an  eloquence  worthy  of  the  caufe. 
The  treafury-bench  began,  for  the  firft  time,  to 
calculate  the  lofs  it  had  fuflained,  the  oppoiition 
to  eftimate  the  (Irength  it  had  acquired^  white 
the  people  rejoiced  to  behold,  in  the  perfon  c^ 
a  youthful  fenator,  whom,  they  had  been  taught 
to  confider  as  an  enemy,  a  firm,  an  intrepid,  and 
an  eloquent  advocate,  fuch  as  would  not  have 
djfgraced  Rome  in  her  beft  days. 

On  this  occafion,  he  fat  on  the  fame  fieat  as  a 
Saville,  a  Barr6,  aDunnine,  and  a  Burke,  with 
the  laft  of  whom  he  had  frequently  broken  a 
lance,  in  the  war  of  argument,  froip  the  pppo« 
fite  fide  of  ttie  houfe  s  ,and  he  has  fince  candidly 
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avowed^  ^at  from  this. oelejbraftd  mafi  lie  firft 

^bibed  thoie  eqligbtened  maxims  of  goven^ 

jneot,  profeflfed  and  zSttd  upon  by  the  pupit» 

alas  I  when  the  matter  himfelf  feeihed  to  have 

fdbandoQfd  th/em.  * 

On  the  difcuilion  of  Mr.  Burke's  conciliatory 

propofitioQf^  iuijjs*  ^^  ftreououfly  fupportcd  the 

liberal  fchen^es  of  policy  pointed  out. by  that 

gentleman,  and  fpoke  and  v^ofed  during  theivhole 

^oatefi  in  dirai^  oppofition  to  that  crimmal  fy{^ 

tern,  which  it  had  been  fondly  and  falbdoofly 

prognofticated  was  to  produce  the  unconditionai 

fubouffion  of  the  coldnies,  and  lay  them  proftrate 

at  the  feet  of  the  mother  country  ! 

^f.  length  all  the  evils  that  had  been  fbvefeea 
were  realifed.  America,  driven  to  defpair^  de^ 
dared  herfeif  free  and  independent ;  monarch^ 
qil  France  epierjted  her  prote£ling  arm  acrofs  tha 
^^zntici  the  capture  of  Burgoyne  and  Corxp* 
yf^Uis  proclajmed  the  triumphs  of  liberty;  and  a 
mew  conflfgratioa  lighted  up  in  Europe,  by  the 
firebrands  that  had  been  fcattered  in: another 
hemiipherei  wailed  the.ftrength,  and  e^haufted 
the  xefources  of  England. 

At  the  general  eledijOA  is  1780,  the  family* 
borqugh  of  Midhurft  falling  into  other  bandst 
and  Mr*  F,  bluHiing,  perha^s^  at  the  idea  of  yi» 
lat^  the  very  fpirit  and  eflfenceof  aconftitutiQii, 
which  he  now  began^  for  the  firft  time,  to  tm*- 
derftand  and  ve^erateji  determined  tx>  boopme  a 
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caadidate  for  the  citj  of  Weftminfter ;  and  he 
•tkngth  fucceeded^  after  a  violent  conteft,  in 
which  he  baffled  not  only  all  the  intereft  of  the 
Newcaftle  family,  but  alfo  all  the  ififluence  of 
the  crown,  both  of  which  were  powerfully,  but 
unfuccefsfully,  exerted  againft  hltn.  Being  now 
the  reprefentative>  not  of  a  petty  venal  borough, 
but  of  a  great  city,  and  that  too  without  any 
expence  to  himfelf»  he  appeared  in  parliament 
in  a  more  dignified  capacity,  and  acquired  a 
considerable  increafe  of  weight  and  confe* 
4jnence. 

Soon  after  this,  the  miniftry  began  to  totter, 
and  the  political  ra^s  were  in  motion,  in  order 
to  defert  the  finking  fabric.  A  minoriry,  at  lirft 
contenptible  in  point  of  numbers,  but  always 
Ibrmidable  in  refpe£l  to  integrity  and  abilities, 
and  which  th^n  claimed  the  prefent  premier 
amongft  the  mod  sealous  of  its  partifans,  had 
increafed  in  power  and  popularity,  The  mini- 
iieirs  w^re  aflfailed  within  by  the  thunders  of  elo- 
quenoe  5  without,  they  were  overwhelmed  by  the 
clamours  of  an  indignant  people :  to  proceed  in 
the  war  was  ruin ;  and  to  recede,  betrayed  them 
into  perfonal  danger.  At  length  the  *'  noble  lord 
in  the  blue  ribbon'*  was  hunted  into  the  toils, 
imd  it  was  hoped  by  many,  that  public  juftice 
fiwaited  his  mifdeeds :  for  in  a  conteft,  in  which 
pceanft  of  blood  had  unjuftly  flowed,  fome  one 
mult  })aT«  l)eeD-CTim)nal  ^  tmd  wbo  more  proper 
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for  an  expiatory  facrifice,  than  the  oftenfible 
author  of  fo  many  calamities  ?  Alas !  had  pu- 
nifhment  been  but*inflifted  on  one  fingle  foUtary 
{ndividual,  all  our  fubfequent  calamities  might 
have  been  averted,  and  the  world  taught  to  be- 
lieve, that  even  in  refpeO:  to  great  offenders,  fom« 
connexion  fiill  exifted  betv^een  guilt  and  pu- 
oiihment ! 

But  tHe  Rockingham  party  contented  them- 
felves  with  the  defeat  of  their  opponents ;  and 
Mr.  Fox,  of  courfe,  was  nominated  to  a  feat  in 
the  cabinet,  and  appointed  one  of  the  fecretarles 
of  flate.  The  merit  of  this  (hort-lived  admini- 
ilration  was  confpicuous.  Notwithftanding  they 
had  fucceeded  to  an  empty  exchequer,  and  a 
general  war,  they  yet  determined  to  free  the 
people  from  fome  of  their  numerous  grievances ; 
and  had  they  remained  a  little  longer  in  power^ 
infinitely  more  vvould  have  been  effe&ed.  Con* 
tra&ors  were  excluded  by  aft  pf  parliament  from 
the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  cuilom  and  excife  offi- 
cers were  difqualified  from  voting  at  eIe£tions  ^ 
the  proceedings  in  regard  to  Middlefex  were 
jefcinded;  while  a  reform-bill,  rather  fpc* 
cious^  however,  in  name,  than  in  reality,  abo- 
IKhed  a  number  of  ufelefs  offices.  A  more  ge* 
perou5  policy  was  alfo  adopted  in  refpe£t  to  Ire- 
land ;  a  general  peace  was  already  meditated ;  an 
wcient  ally  was  attempted  to  be  footbtd  by  an 
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offer  of  negocjatipn*^  and  America^  ^hicl| 
couI4  not  be  reflored^  was  at  leaft  intended  to 
b^  conciliated. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  promifing  appearances^ 
the  nohIeman>  who  was  the  key-ftone  that  fupr 
ported  the  difcordant  materials  of  the  political 
arch»  died  .fuddenly^  and  the  council  bo^rd  was 
^ftantly  divided  by  political  fchifms* 

The  Marquis  of  Lanfdowne^  who  appears  at 
this  period  to  have  had  the  ear  of  the  king^  ao4 
ft!n^ajority  in  the  cabinet^  was  immediately  en* 
trailed  with  the  reins  of  adminiftration,  and 
Mr.  Fox  determining,  (to  make  ufe  of  his  owi^ 
]anguagie>)  ^  never  to  connive  at  plans  in  private^ 
^*  which  he  could  not  publicly  and  confidently 
*•  avow^'*  retired  from  office  with  a  numerous 
and  refpeftable  body  of  his  friends. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  party  left  in  poffeflion  oJF 
all  Ujc  great  offices^  concluded  a  peace  with  A  me* 
rica,F,rance  and  IfoUand^  but  their  adminiftratioi) 
proved  of  (hort  duration,  for  a  grand  political 
confederacy  had  now  been  formed  againft  them. 
This,  under  the  name  of  "  the  coalition,"  foon 
fiib verted  their  power,  and  fupplanted  them  in 
office.  INTo  event,  in  our  time,  has  produced 
more  obloquy  than  the  alliance  between  Mn 

'«  Mr.  Fox,  tvHhins;  to  detach  the  Dutch  ffom  the  coalition 
f^h^Qboiiie  gC  Bomfaod,  note  a  ktlcrlo  M;  aji^Kn,  Om 
?¥®*^  Wf^.  iawhicji  ^  n^pf^  ^  fom  a  wpr  Jipa^jp  on 
^e  i^fis  pf  that  of  idji^ 
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Fox  «id  Lord  North  ;..aDd  it  is.nojt  Xp  be  ?oni. 
ice^I^d«  thit  it  was  evep  th^n  j^f eg^aat  with  ii^- 
aufpicious  xefujts,  and  h^s  fiace  been  prodaSiyp 
of  the  mcA  fmjfter  co^fequencef,  aj  it  ^^bl^ 
an  ambitious  young  man XQ.pyfi  .l[b?  firft  jla^)  Jtp 
the  conftitution,  by  fettjng  a^vi^i?  of  ,the  HpjfSp 
of  Conunons,  bijherto  dcet?\94jioyioIable,  ^t  d%- 
jSance.  Th«  •^  Jndia  BUi;>  Jpf  jVjb^!^  J^r.  Bi;rk# 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  p^^s^^  P^.9^  ^ 
jock,  on  which  the.  veffpl  <jf  tfie  illrpaUjedjoob- 
leagues  foundered ;'  and  Jt  19  not  a  little  ];n^Q|v» 
able^  that  their  Eipre  JFoF^up94e  rivals  remed 
this  yery  meafure,  and  a^rrj^ed  it  triviixiphaotlf 
through  Palianent !  .  .     « 

We  now  behold  Mr.^QX^  once  fnpr6^  dif^ 
edofpower,  reduced  to  Qi^t^r  hin^etf  agaip^ 
accidents  ,in  thp.  repreCe^ion  of  the  *  Qr^fMnK 
^8;  and  to  contend  witjfa^i^  nxi^aj;aple4;pf^ 
ieverance  foiT  a  fpat  a€  meipber  ibr  Weftnjii9.ftcari 
whichj  after  a  memorable .fpr^tii^^  ^nd  ;9q..i|f^ 
menfe  expenditure,  Ke  ftt  lej^|;th  obtainf d*  , 

He  h^  iince  been  re-^£ted  to  .the  famf  .ha* 
i)ourab]e  jK)it,  .and  has  ft^adily  com|>^te49  ^  jf 
repreleQjt|i(iF(e  of  the  peopjp^^he  in WpP^  o(  ih^ 
.GTOwavi  which*  in  his  opifV99i  alone  .coniljtu^q^ 

•  TbtM  k  nriSicr  me^rreft,  Mr*  Pox  being  tttumed  for  tte 
dUbia  of  InmsH  c^M  Tiilo,  Dingwail^  kc  >&&  Evca 
Ipm,  bowc^r^  b«/wap  oHPofcd  ijSii  JfAn»ii»ihit*  >nt  ths 
jjitereft  €£.^  fff^  I^»  #a  Sir  g[>9fup  I>nf)dfi^ 
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and  produces  all  their  grievances.  His  fubfc- 
quent  condud  has  been  fuch  as  to  reftore  the 
current  of  popularity,  and  raife  his  name  higher 
than  before.  His  grand  maxim,  and  furely  it 
IS  immediately  conne£ted  with  the  profperity, 
and,  perhaps,  the  exiftence,  of  a  manufaQuring 
and  commercial  Country,  is  the  maintenance  of 
pieace.  With  this  ohjeGt  in  view,  he  oppofed  a 
conteft  with'Ruffla,  about  the  fortrefs  of  Ocza- 
kow,  arid  a  'conilifl  With  Spain  concerning  the 
pfeltry  of  Nootka  Sound. 

During  the  firft  ftages  of  that  melaneholy 
event  which  led  to  the  regency  bill,  Mr.  Fox 
was  wandering  through  the  delightful  regions 
oF'modem  Italy,  aiid  fecmed  enchanted  once 
more  to  tread  on  clafiic  land.  From  this 
charming  fpot,  he*  was  called  to  withefs  and  to 
participate  in  for  different  fcenes,  and  finally  to 
'behold  the  party  he  oppofed  more  firmly  feated 
in  ppwer  than  before. 

He  has  been  blamed  for  his  condu£t  during 
the  impeachment  bf  Mr.  Haftings,'but  he  was 
Tupported  by  a  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
tnons  on  that  occaCdn,  and  1)y  nearly  all  his  po^ 
litical  enemies.  This  meaftire  was  abfolutely 
neceflary^  iq  order  to  clear  the  honour  of  the 
natjoo^  and  prove 'ta  the  opprefled  inhabitants 
€flndia>  tbKt  in  Englahd  they  would  ftill  find 
avengers.  It  h  not  to  be  denied,  Kowever;  that 
the  trial  was  fpun  out  to  a  moft  oppreflive  length, 
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and  tbat  ihe  fuppofed  culpdt  9t  hft<:eafed  to 
be  odious  in  the'eyes  of  the  people.    The  fofms. 
of  the  Houfe  of  Peers>  aa  a  cQwtt  of  jttftice^  are . 
iodeed  unfarourable  to  the  difpatch  of  bufiaefi^ 
but  the  managoi^s  oughts  perhaps,  either  to  htvo 
accelerated  tbelie»  or  to  have  withdrawn  frMft. 
a  ftruggle^  when  they  perceived  that  the.  fiift 
ftep  towards  punifhmest  eonfifted  in  tbe.op^^ 
preffion  of  even  a  guilty  individual  t    ' 

No  fooner  did  the  Freneh  nation  evirice  a  fin** 
cere  defire  to  fliake  off.  the  dominion  of -^^fohite: 
power,  than  he  hailed  the  aufpicious^  da^f«fto<^. 
rifing  liberty,  and  deprecated  the  interfefiSM^  o( 
this  country,  in  a  quarrel  hoftile  to  the  fifyi/ci- 
pies  on  which  (he  hadibtincfed  her  proud  ^pie<^ 
eminence.  On  this  occafion,  he  experienced 
the  derelidioci  of  many  of  bis  affociat^i  w<l 
among  others  of  that  man  of-whofe.  lipahi^ 
had  firft  iqibibed  the  princq)Ies  of  feeedOiia*' 
Finding,  however,  that  he  ^ubd  his  friinidaiWerc: 
reduced  to  a  fcanty  mii^ority,  bebaa^imcR'itt- 
tired,  in  a  great  meafure^  from  public  boSHsb, 
and  left  the  minifter  to  triumph  by  meani  6f 
the  majorities  in  his  interelt.  Nor  is  this  ail, 
for  his  name  has  been  lately  ftruck  out  iromthe 
M  of  privy  counfelldrs;  an  ev^ent  unexampled  hk 
the  {M-efent  reign,  and  only  once  exercifed  dur* 
jng  the  lafiv  in  refpe6t  to  a  nobleman  *'accttiec| 
of  cowardice  and  difafe6i^. '  .  -  v  .m   ^ 
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rtmof  hid  age/   Hi;  ftnlplifiear  the  hMA  ablbufe 

ni^AtsV  tt^A  b^  te<ftiee9  the  nwft  fubTte  {k)£l1eb»' 
to  thV  teft  6f  fivft  priqci^ks.  Animated  Mith' 
Mlih^  ttiiitiateft  olherB.  UAambitious  of  melo* 
d6o4s  «(toAi^  and  ftudifd  phrafes,  that  dWell 
eni|f  on  iht  ear,  the  eorredsiefa  of  hfa  r^dning 
aflails  the  jud^menty  while  the  irrefiftible  thuAr 
dm  »f  htfl  eloquefice  at  oixee  inffmnee  and  cap« 
i^ulis  tlie  fenfes.  Stvugglkig  contftiuidly  agaitift^ 
die  ftfdax^  of  f)o#i8r»  h«  yet  appears  iirfefiof  f«^ 
A^iiMfti  tad  he  walits  only  to  &9fiA  on  the' 
«<  'taft&ge  pdo^^  dp  ifiiccdb,  to  be  tiawed  as: 
th«  grd«iefl[  tmn  of  Mt  iiAie; 
'  As  iof  luthor^  lie  htoprodilced  Jevefial  fpeci- 
itois  ^poetk$l  tiompofitiofl,  whkh  with  a  due 
cultom  might  Have<  fittained  excdtenee*  Hisi 
vetfib  tsk  Mrs.  Ctfivm,  begttoing  with  the  foK 
lowtag  lines  faV9teiofteli  been  praifed : 

*«^WMiM  tft»  lov^dieft  ^xtHC^^Ato  to  Saturn  is  j^*(i^ 

«  ^Ij  nrfuxoi  woft  wmte  pndl  dcflgcfd  $ 
f  WhmJ)l«0ie8  tfMddfm,  and  feulei  nirithoat  art^ 
^«  Speak  the  fofWicfi  ai^  Heeling  that  dwdl  ia  the  hearty**  kc^ 

I]l»  if^qvadon  **  to  Poverty"  muft,  hcmrerer*  be 
allowed  to  be  ivgmoit,  and  it  contaios  a  national. 
tdBifi^t^  that  majr.Qfiend  ibine  {  it  oufht*  faow< 
^V^  to.be  r$col]is£^4  that  the  Eiigliflw  »^  that 
perud,  were  much  difgufted  with  the  tttn^o* 
rifinif  conduct  pf  ikfif  nprthern  Belghbours: 
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;  ^f  Iftboa  deiiglvt'ft  t0  baunt  mc  ftill  in  mtifi 
f«  If  iUtt  tb^  prefence  muft  my  ft^  attend* 
^  At  Icaft  oontinuei  ae  thoa  art,  my  friend. 

*'  Wlien  Scoichixamfte  bi4s  m  hf  vnjufiy 

^  Fid&  tft  my  trtardi  un&ithlefi  to  my  truft^ ' 
^  BMme  tb^  baneful  error  4tiic|ly  ^j 
•  ^^  Airi  ikimibe  vtsU  to  find  fepofe  tritb  thes. 

^  Wben  vice  to  ti^edth  wookf  ttuti  my  partial  e}%/ 

*  CfctefreO:  flmtting  eai^  tb  fetiwi^  cfy  | 

''  O^  coiHtiars^  euflom  ^uki  n^  liafon  Hnd^ 
''  My  foe  to  flattery  or  defert  mj  friend } 
•*  Oppofejkind  Poverty,  thy  tempered  (hicld, 
^  And  bear  mc  off  unyanquiih'd  froin  the  field. 

**  If  giddy  Fortune  e*er  rttum  agaln^ . 
•*  Witli  an  her  idle,  rcfilcli,  wanton  trairi, 
^  Hef  magic  giafi  Aotdd  £dfe  Ambition  hcJd^ 
'^  Or' Af^tlce  bid  me  put  my  tn^  in  gold  I 
'  ^  To  -mj  fdaefi  tben^  virtboua  goddefli,  halU, 
^  And  .with  thca  bring  thy  daugjhters  ever  chaife^ 
«  Health  \  Liberty !  and  Wifdom  I  fitters  bright, 

*  **  Whofe  charma  cabi  make  the  word  Condition  li^tj 
*  Beneath  the  bardeil  &te  the  mind  caa  cheery 

•r  tStubial  afliftioA  and  difaftn  defpair  | 
^  Inchs^Bfl^  ih  torment?!  plbafuit  can  bequeath, 
•^^Anddrefiinfraikftthetymntliourofdeathr  . 

Hk  letter^  •*To  thewortftfand  indepehdent 
fileaors  of  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Weftmiiy* 
fter/'  is  bis  only  avowed  profe  publkation;  dnd 
fKi»  has  experienced  a  nearly  unexaiiipieid  fiUei 
hiving  rua  tlurougli  twelirc  or  thirteen  lax^e^ 
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editions.  On  this  occafionj  he  makf^s  a  manlf 
appeal  to  his  conftituents ;  and  in  a  clear  and 
perfpjcuous  ftyle  deprecates  the  idea  of  foreigii 
alliances^  and  infifts  on  the  neceffity  of  acknow- 
ledging the  French  republic  as  an  independent 
ilate.  While  alluding  to  the  ridiculous  prqjeft 
of  fubjugating  that  power,  by  external  fdree,  he 
exprelTes  himfelf  thus : 

"  The  conqueft  of  France !  U  01  calum-' 
**  niated  crufaders^  how  rational  and  moderatcr 
•*  were  your  projects  !  O !  much-injured  Lewid 
'*  XIV,  upon  what  flight  grounds  have  you  hcoft 
«« accufed  of  reftlefs  and  inordinate  ambiiion  I 
•*  O !  tame  and  feeble  Cervantes,  with  ^hat  a 
*'  timid  pencil  and  faint  colours  have  you  painjtfiui 
**  the  portrait  of  a  difordered  imagmation  J" 

Of  the  private  life  of  this  great  orator,  thd 
public  may  be  anxious  to  have  a  few  authentic 
particulars*  Mr.  Fox  no  longer  refides  any 
part  of  the  year  in  town,  having  difpofed  of  hb 
houfe  in  $outh*Areet ;  when  he  vifits  Londons 
which  is  but  feldom,  he  ftays  fometimes  at  the 
houfe  of  his  old  friend  General  Fitzpatrick,  and 
fometimes  at  a  hotel  in  the  neighbourhpi^'of 
Kew  Bcmd-ilreet.  Except  during  the  QnKAmg 
ieafon,  when  he  vifits  Mr.  Coke,  &c.  in  Noiy 
folk,  he  lives  chiefly  at  St  AnnVbill,  neai: 
Chertfey.  There  he  fupeiintends  the.cuUiva* 
tion  of  his  grounds,  enjoys  the  pleafures  of  horti« 
culture^   and  amufes  himfelf  in    forming    his 
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flinibberies.  To  *^  the  rofe,*'  the  theme  of  the 
Perfian  poets,  he  feems  particularly  attached ; 
for  he  has  a  parterre  near  his  houfe,  in  which 
there  are  tto  lefs  than  thirty  different  fpecies* 
He  alfo  poffeffes  a  great  tafte  for  botany ;  and 
has  been  at  infinite  pains  to  render  himfelf  mafteif 
of  the  Linnaen  fyftem. 

In  general,  he  rifes  about  feven  o'clock, 
mounts  his  horfe  inftantly,  rides  to  the  river, 
and  plunges  into  the  Thames.  He  then  returns 
to  breatfaft,  which  is  over  before  ten*  The 
forenoon  is,  for  the  moft  part,  dedicated  to  his 
books ;  and  is  accordingly  fpent  in  his  ftudy. 
Before  dinner,  he  takes  a  walk  or  ride,  around 
the  neighbouring  village,  fits  down  to  table  a 
little  after  three  o'clock,  and  lives  well,' and  like 
a  gentleman,  without  any  appearance,  however, 
of  luxury  or  often  tat  ion.  After  indulging  in  a 
few  glafle^  of  port  or  flierry,  he  retires  with  his 
guefts  about  fix,  to  the  tea-room,  which  prefents 
a  moft  delightful  profpe6t  in  the  fummer  feafon; 
and  after  a  couple  of  diflies  of  cofree,  a  glafs  of 
liqueur  dt  Martinique  is  handed  round  to  the  com- 
pany. 

The  evenings  are  generally  dedicated  to  do- 
meftic  entertainments.  Sometimes  he  reads, 
and  then  generally  aloud ;  at  other  times  he 
plays  at  fome  manly  game  on  the  lawn,  or  liftens 
to  the  mufic  of  a  favourite  lady  w:hile  fingering  the 
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fiano^ferti,  or  the  pedal  harp.  The  evening  fo 
not  unfrequently  fpent  at  the*  holi.ami>i  a 
charming  o£tagon  buildings  dedicated  to  his 
nephew,  Henry,  Lord  Holland,  and  infcribed 
to  him.  From  this  building  is  to  be  feen  a' 
mod  luxuriant  view  of  the  furrounding  country ; 
but  the  eye  is  unwilling  to  roam  abroad,  as  it  is 
ornamented  with  beautiful  paintings  by  the 
hand  of  Mrs.  Armftead. 

While  the  hirelings  of  miniftry  are  reprefent- 
ing  him  as  plotting  againft  the  ftate,  he  is,  moft 
probably,  perufing  Homer  in  the  original  lan- 
guage ;  and  the  immortal  bard,  or  the  "  confpira- 
tor/'  is,  perhaps,  dandling  a  child  in  his  arms, 
or,  peradventure,  if  it  be  in  the  fummer  feafon, 
playing  at  trap-baU  on  the  grafs  ! 

In  perfon,  Mr.  Fox  is  fomewhat  above  the 
middle  fize,  and,  of  late  years,  is  rather  inclined 
to.be  fat.  His  features,  which  are  ftrongly 
marked,  exhibit  an  appearance  of  ihrewdnefs 
and  ability ;  and  his  eye,  in  the  midft  of  debate, 
'  or  the  animation  of  converfe,  flalhes  with  fire. 

No  portrait  has  been  oftener  painted,  and  he 
muft  be  a  very  inaccurate  artift,  indeed,  who 
cannot  hit  off  the  fatuminc  complexion,  the 
piercing  look,  and  the  arch  and  buftiy  eye-brow 
of  the  great  commoner.  The  chiffel,  as  well  as 
the  pencil,  has  been  employed  in  giving  dura- 
bility to  his  refemblance,  for  a  great  number  of 
hufts  have  been  executed,  of  late  years,  in  mar- 
ble. 
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He,  by  ♦  Nollekens ;  and  one  in  terra  cot  fa  has 
flill  more  recently  been  finiflied  by  Merchant, 
as  a  model  for  a  gem. 

The  following  dedication  to  Mr.  Fox,  is  by 
one  of  the  greateft  fcholafs  of  the  age  : 
CAROLO  JACOBO  FOX 
Quod  veram  illam  &  abfolutam  eloquendam 
non  modo  coluerit,  fed  cultam,  qua  potuit, 
ad  Salutem  Patriae  Dignitatemque  tuendam  contulerit;. 
Quod  in  fufcipiendis  five  amicltiis,  five  inimicitiis^ 
has  femper  volueric  Mortales 
habere,  illas  Sempltbrnas ; 
Quod  Mente  folida  invi£bque  permanferit  in  propofito» 

atque  improborum  (preverit  minas ; 
Qubd  in  Caula,  quae  maxime  popularls  efle  ^buiflec* 
Non  populariter  ille  quidem, 
ut  alii  fide  et  fidlaciter  populares, 
fed  ftrenue  ac  fbrtiter  verfatus  fit ; 
Quod  denique,  in  fcediifimo  i!lo  ; 

Optimi  prudentiiEmique  Senatus  naufragio,' 
Id  demum,  im&  id  folum, 

quod  turpe  eflct,  '  '   " 

Miferum  exiftimarit,  atque  adeo  cum  bonis 
Libcrc  TToKiTSurioy  ftatuerit, 
potiiis  quam  periculofe  ic  fimulate  &  cupi^e 

inter  mabs, 
labrum  huncce  ea»  qua  par  eft»  Oblervantia. 

D.  D,  D. 
A.  £•    A.  O. 

♦  No  left  than  thirty-two  have  bcci  ^                 this  fculp- 

tor^  at  fixty  guineas  each,  fqr  the  Empr  the  Duk^ 

of  DeToafliiit  and  Portland,  Lord  Alber  c.  Uc. 
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THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  WILLIAM  PITT, 

'eVANCkLLOR  OP  Tlte  B)ICRE(XyBK,  &C«  &C. 


IT  IS,  at  all  times,  a  difficult,  delicate,  arid 
fometimes  a  dangerous  tafk^  to  attempt  the  de* 
lineation  of  the  life  and  charafter  of  a  minifter 
of  (late*  The  paffions  of  the  generality  of  men 
are  too  much  agitated  to  attend  to  cool  dif- 
cuflfion  while  they  contemplate  the  immediate  pp* 
litical  (ituation  of  their  country,  more  efpecially 
in  a  period  like  the  prefent,  fo  replete  with  im- 
portant and  lingular  events 

The  fubjeft  of  this  article  is,  in  many  points  of 
view,  the  moft  confpicuous  prime  minifter  which 
modern  Europe  has  ever  beheld,  whether  he 
be  confidered  in  refpeft  to  his  very  fplcndid 
talents,  his  wonderful  fucccfs  in  life,  or  the  An- 
gular events  which  have* occurred  during  his  ad- 
miniftration.  His  hiftory  will  include  the  an- 
nals of  the  moft  remarkable  epoch  in  modern 
times;  and  he  will  be  juftly  deemed,  by  future 
ages,  the  lever  whicJh  gfiive  motion  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  all  the  cabinets  of 'Europe.  'A  large 
fhare  of  the  good  or  evil  which  may  rcfult,  will  be 
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folely  afcribed  to  his  councils.  In  iliort,  he  may  be 
confidered  as  uniting  the  flriking  qualities  of  the 
Cecils^  the  Walfinghams,  the  Richlieus^  the  Ma- 
zarines, the  StrafFords,  the  Louvois,  the . Albeix>*  ^ 
nies,  and  the  Walpoles ;  to  none  of  thefe  is  he 
inferior  in  abilities,  in  eloquence,  or  in  the  vai- 
rious  arts  and  confummate  policy  of  the  cour- 
tier and  tl^e  ftatefman. 

This  country  never  had  a  minifter  of  whom 
fuch  different  opinions  have  been  entertained,  as 
of  the  prefent,  and  indeed  no  former  one  was 
ever  placed  in  fuch  critical  circumftances.  The 
hiftory  of  this  illuftrious  ftatefman,  compriiing^ 
as  it  nece&rily  muft,  a  reVicw  of  his  political 
life,  will  be  reforted  to,  at  fome  future  period^ 
as  one  of  the  mod  interefting  and  inftru£tive 
performances  that  can  occupy  the  attention  of 
mankind.   . 

William  Pitt,  the  iilu(li^ioi|s  Earl  of  Chatham* 
had  two  fons,  one  of  wfapm,  the  prefent  able 
minifter^  is  the  youngeft.  Me  was  born  May  S« 
1759,  at  a  tiipe  when  his  father's  glory  was  at 
its  zenith ;  and  when,  in  confequence  of  the  wif« 
dom  and  integrity  of  his  councils,  and  the  vigour 
and  promptitude  of  his  meafures,  Britilh  valour 
reigned  triumphant  ii^  every  part  of  the  globe. 

On  the  acceffion  of  his  prefent  majejfty,  that 
great  ftatefinan,  in  confequence  of  new  arrange* 
ments,  chiefly  occafioned  by  the  rifing  influence 
Qi  the  Earl  of  Bute^  retired  from  the  ftation 
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which  he  had  fo  honourably  filled  ;  and  configtt- 
ing  his  elder  fon  to  the  inftruftions  of  able  tutors, 
lie  devoted  his  own  time  to  the  education  of 
WiLLfAM,  on  a  ftrong  and  well-founded  perfua- 
lion  (as  he  was!  in  the  habit  of  faying)  that  *'  he 
*'  would  one  day  encreafe  the  glory  of  the  name 
^*  of  Pitt." 

His  claflical  knowledge  Mr.  Pitt  acquired 
tinder  the  care  of  a  private  tutor  at  Burton- 
Pynfent,  the  feat  of  his  father;  and  the  Earl 
took  great  pleafure  in  teaching  him,  while  ftill  a 
youth,  to  argue  with  logical  precifion,  and  fpeak 
with  elegance  and  force.  He  judicioufly  accuf- 
tomed  him  to  the  praftice  of  making  accurate 
'enquiries;  refpefting  tvery  fubjeft  that  caught 
his  attention,  and  taught  him  not  to  remain  fatit 
lied  with  a  fupcrficial'obfervation  of  appearances. 

This  leflbn  brought  him  into  an  early  prafilice 
of  cool  and  patient  inveftigation,  rarely,  if  ever 
acquired,  by  thofewho  prefer  the  trappings  of 
Eloquence,  and  the"  fhowy  ornaments '  of  lan- 
guagei  to  plain  fober  diftion,  and  -  pertinent 
matter  of  faft.  '  ■ 

Under  fticTi  an  able  paternal  tutor,  an  acute 
mind  could  not  fail  to  imbibe  a  (tore  of  found 
praflical  knowledge.  The  earl,  with  his 
ufual  perfpicuity,  faricied-he  faw  in'his  fon  a 
future  ftatefman,  and,  in  all  probAifity,  a 
future  mioifter  of- his  country  alfo.  It  was  a 
laudable  ambition  in  a  father,  and  to  gratify  it  be 
fjpared  no  exertions ;  direfting  his  whole  attention 
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fo  the  great  objeft  of  rendering  his  fon  accom* 
pliflicd  in  all  things  requifite  to  form  a  public 
charafter,  and  to  preferve  the  luftre  already  at- 
tached to  the  name  of  William  Pitt. 

He,  himfelf,  frequently  entered  into  forced 
difputations  with  him,  and  encouraged  him  to 
argue  with  others,  upon  fubjefts  far  above  what 
could  be  expefted  from  his  years.  In  the  manage- 
ment of  thefe  arguments,  his  father  would  never 
ceafe  to  prefs  him  with  difficulties ;  nor  would 
he  permit  him  to  flop,  till  the  fubjeft  of  con- 
tention was  completely  exhaufted.  By  being 
inured  to  this  method,  the  fon  acquired  that 
quality  which  is  of  the  firft  confequence  in 
public  life — a  fufficient  degree  of  firmnefs,  and 
prefence  of  mind,  as  well  as  a  ready  delivery,  in 
which  he  was  wonderfully  aided  by  nature. 

That  he  might  have  all  the  benefits  of  educa- 
tion  which  this  country  could  give  him,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  by  a  rapid  progrefs  through  the 
neceffary  ftudies,  qualify  himfelf  early  for  the  fe- 
nate,  he  was  taken  at  between  fourteen  and  fifteen 
years  of  age  from  his  father's  roof,  and  from  the 
care  of  a  very  enlightened  and  worthy  clergy- 
man, Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Wilfon,  and  fent  to  Pem- 
broke college,  Cambridge,  where  he  was  ad- 
mitted under  the  tuition  of  Meffrs.  Turner  and 
Prettyman,  both  very  able  and  well  qualified 
tutors^,  wd  willing  to  fecond»  to  the  utmoft  of 
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their  power,  the  intentions  of  hh  father.  Mr, 
Prettyman  was  alfo  his  private  tutor,  and  a  bet-, 
ter  choice  could  not  have  been  made^  as  far  as 
claflical  and  mathematical  knowledge  were  con-» 
cerned.  For  eloquence  he  could  not  look  up  to 
either  of  his  tutors ;  but  his  father*s  example, 
and  precepts  required  no  farther  afli/lance.  In 
Cambridge  he  was  a  model  to  the  young  nobility 
and  feHow^commoners ;  and  it  was  not  doubted 
iJiat  if  the  privileges  of  his  rank  had  not  ex- 
empted him  from  the  ufual  exercifes  for  the 
bachelors  degree,  he  would  have  been  found 
among  the  firft  competitor's  for  ficadem<c9l  ho-: 
nours,  On'his  admiiSon,  according  to  cuftftro, 
to  his  mafter's  degree,  the  public  orator  fou^d 
it  needlefs  to  fearch  into  his  gen^logy,  or 
even  to  dwell  much  upon  the  virtues  of  his  fa-? 
tber,  the  eyes  of  the  univerfity  were  fixed  on 
thp  youth  i  the  enraptured  audience  affented  tp 
every  encomium,  and  $gch  b^eaft  was  filled  with 
the  livelieft  prefentimetots  pf  future  greatnefs. 
To  the  honour  of  Mr.  Pitt  it  rauft  be  fpoken, 
that  he  has  bepn  duly  fenflble  of  the  care  taken 
of  his  rifing  ye^rs.  His  inftruftors  have  re- 
ceived repeated  marks  of  his  acknowledgment. 
Dr.  Wilfon,  his  firft  in(lru^or,  is  now  canon  of 
Windfor  ^  and  one  of  his  fons  has  a  lucrative 
finecure  in  Jamaica.  The  worthy  Dr.  Turner  is 
Dean  of  Norwich  i  Dr.  Prettyman  hai  received 
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the  Biffiopric  of  Liuccjn,  and  tbc  Deanery  of 
8t.  Paul's,  and  wiH^  doubtlefs^  not  be  overlooked 
in  future  promotions- 
He  was  afterwards  entered  a  ftudent  at  Lin- 
coln's Inn  ,  and  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs  in  lus 
legal  fludies,  as  to  be  foon  called  to  the  bar^ 
with  everj'  profpeQ:  of  great  fuccefs. 

We  are  informed,  that  he  once  or  twice  weiA 
upon  the  Weftern  circuity  and  appeared  a^ 
junior  counfel  in  feveral  caufes^  He  wa$,  how* 
fever,  deftined  to  fill  a  more  imp<Mrtant  ftatioa 
in  the  government  of  his  country,  than  is  ufually 
to  be  obtained  through  the  channel  of  the  law* 
At  the  general  ele£lion,  1780,  we  find  him 
nominated  by  fome  of  fhe  moft  refpe£lable  p^r^ 
fqns  in  Cambridge  as  a  candidate  to  reprefent 
that  univerfity;  but  notwi  thllanding  bis  high 
charaSer  in  the  univerfity,  he  found  yery  few  to 
fecond  his  pretenfions.  In  the  fb|lQwing  year^ 
however,  he  was  returned  for  the  bo^ugh  of 
Appleby,  by  the  intereft  of  Sir  James  Lowther. 
Oxk  taking  his  feat  in  the  hpufe  of  Commons, 
hid  enJifted  himfelf  on  the  fide  of  the  party  which 
had  conftantly  oppofed  the  min^fter.  Lord  Norths 
and  the  American  war,  and  which  regarded  hioi 
with  a  degree  of  veneration  s  recognifing  ip  hi$ 
perfon  the  genius  of  his  illuifariousr  father  re- 
vived and  a£ling,  as  it  were,  in  him. 

One  of  his  fidl  a6hj|  as  a  member  of  the  Houfe 
pjf  Commons^  was  ext^-emely  well  calculated  tq, 
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increafe  his  popularity;  this  was  his  motion 
for  a  committee  of  the  houfe,  toconfult  upoit 
the  moil  effeftual  means  to  accomplilh  a  more 
tequal  repVefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament. 
His  propofitions  were,  indeed,  rejefted  j  but  be 
continued  to  repeat  and  renew  them  from  time 
to  time ;  and  thus  kept  up  the  public  attention 
to  this  great  objeft,  and  made  it  more  generally 
canvaffed  than  it  ever  had  been  before. 

On  the  death  of  the  great  Marquis  of  Rock- 
injjham,  the  old  Whig  party  fell  into  a  ftate  of 
difunion,  nearly  bordering  upon  difiblution.  A 
Bcw.arrangement  took  place  foon  after,  and  Lord 
Shelliorne  became  the  able  firft  Lord  of  the 
Treafury,  carrying  along  with  him  Mr.  Pitt, 
who  aftoniflied  the  country,  and,  indeed,  all  Eu- 
rope, by  the  phenomenon  of  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  at  the  age  o(  twenty  three  ! 

His  popularity  at  this  period  effeftually  fcreen- 
cd  him  from  every  charge  which  his  youth  and 
inexperience  might  juftly  have  warranted,  and 
which  were  ftrongly  urged  agamft  him  by  the 
adverfe  fa£libn.  The  fituation  of  the  country 
was  extreftiely  critical.  The  American  war  had 
become  generally  odious  ;  and  all  hearts  panted 
for  a  ceflfation  of  h6ftilities.  This  deljrable  ob- 
jeft  was,  therefore,  the  firft  confideration  with 
the  new  miniftry. 

The  combined  powers  had  recently  expe- 
tienccd  great  humiliations,  and  confequently  the 
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opportunity  was  not  to  be  loft.  A  general  peace 
accordingly  took  place  $  but  the  terms  of  it  were 
reprobated  by  a  confiderable  part  of  the  na- 
tion. On  this  occafion,  Mr.  Pitt  delivered  in  his 
place  a  moft  mafterly  defence  of  himfelf  and  his 
colleagues,  which  produced  a  correfponding, 
though  not  fuccefsful  eflfe£l.  The  adminiftra- 
tion,  of  which  he  was  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
member,  was  therefore  (hort  lived.  On  its  diffolu- 
tion,  the  young  ftatefman  withdrew  into  retire- 
ment, and  afterwards  went  abroad  for  fome  time^ 
vi/iting  Italy,  and  feveral  of  the  German  courts. 
On  the  coalition's  taking  place,  Mr.  Manf- 
field's  feat  for  the  univerfity  became  vacant,  by 
accepting  the  oftice  of  folicitor-general,  and  Mr» 
Pitt  determined  to  oppofe  him :  with  this  view 
he  went  down  to  Cambridge ;  but  was  treated- 
with  contempt,  by  the  hieads  and  fenior  mem- 
bers. One  threw  the  door  alraoft  in  his  face, 
and  wondered  at  the  impudence  of  the  young 
man,  thus  to  come  down  and  difturb  the  peace 
of  the  univerfity  !  From  fuch  a  fcene  he  retired 
in  a  few  days,  in  difguft ;  though  the  afTuran- 
ces  of  fupport  from  feveral  independent  mafters 
of  arts,  kept*  alive  the  few  hopes  remaining  in 
his  breaft,  of  future  fuccefs.  A  few  months, 
however,  changed  the  fcene  ;  the  coalition  mini* 
ftry  was  thrown  out,  he  came  down  in  triumph 
to  the  univerfity,  was  received  with  open  arms, 
carried  bis  eledion  with  a  confiderable  majority, 
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fnd  was  able>  alfo,  by  his  influence^  io  make 
Lord  Eufton  his  colleague.  For  a  time  the  tergi* 
verfatlon  of  the  fenate  was  a  theme  of  cpnver- 
lation  3  the  mod  notoriou$  of  the  gown  who 
Changed  their  fides,  were  marked  by  the  con- 
.tempt  of  the  unfuccefsful,  but  laughed  at  their 
own  (^ifgrace,  under  the  rewards  of  the  fucceflT- 
ful  candidates ;  mitres  and  ftalls,  and  livings, 
l)ecame  the  portion  of  the  Cambridge  men. 
Sut  few  of  the  independent  mafters  who 
;would  have  fupported  him  when  out  of  power, 
^nd  did  fupport  him  on  his  acceflion  to  the  mi- 
Biftry,  were  to  be  found  among  his  fupportcrs  at 
the  next  election ;  they  confidered  him  to  have 
^iyeix  up  thofe  principles  of  liberty,  and  that 
«ed  for  the  reform  of  parliament,  which  had, 
>vith  his  great  talents,  entitled  him  to  their 
jiotice. 

,  An  occaiion,  fuddenly.  offered,  in  1784,  for 
bringing  Mr.  Pitt  forward  once  more  on  t^ie 
•great  theatre  of  politics,  as  a  candidate  for  fame 
and  power*  The  Briti(h  dominions  in  India  had 
Jong  been  in  an  alarming  lit  nation,  and  it  was  ge. 
^erally  admitted  that  an  immediate  remedy  was 
jindifpepfably  n.eccffary  to-  preferve  them.  With 
^this  vievy,  Mr.  Fox,  then  Secretary  of  State, 
.fermcd,  ;digeftcd,  and  brought  forward,  his  fa- 
finous  India  bill,  which  he  carried  through  its 
feveral  ftages  with  a  high  hapd.; 
The  coaUtion  minLftry,  as  compofed  of  fuch 
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an  lieterogeneous  mixture,  notwithftandingtheiif 
majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  were  gene- 
rally obnoxious  to  the  nation,  and  this  bill  was 
particularly  dffenfive  to  the  great  body  whom  it 
immediately  affefted.  Lord  North  and  his  ntvt 
allies  were  accordingly,  difmiffed,  and  Mr.  Pitt 
became  Premier,  affifted  by  the  advice  of  Lord 
Thurlow,  as  keeper  of  the  great  feal — arrange- 
ments w^hich,  at  that  time,  were,  however, 
only  confidered  as  temporary ! 

He  then  aftoniflied  the  commercial  and  poli^ 

tical  wdrld,  by  his  own  India  bill  f     He  had, 

howeveri  the  mortification  to  find  the  majority 

of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  againft  him  ;  and  he 

was    placed    in    the   peculiar    fituation   of   U 

minifter  afting  with  a  Tmall  minority,  and  that 

too  in  oppofition  to  the  ftrongeft  confluence  of 

talents  ever  combined  againft  any  adminiftra* 

tioir.     He,  however,  remained  firm  in  his  feat 

amidft   a  general  confufion ;   and  though  the 

houfe  had  petitioned  his  majefty  to  difmift  his 

minifters,  our  young  premier  ventured   to  in» 

form  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  that  their 

petition  could  not  be  complied  with ! 

This  ftreggle  between  the  commons  and  the 
crown  was  of  the  greateft  importance ;  but  the 
people  atllirge  were  of  opinion  that  the  former 
encroached  upon  the  iregal  prerogatives ;  and 
on  the  queftion  beirtg  in  a  manner  thrown  into 
fh^ir  hands  by  a  dilTolution  of  parliament,  a  new 
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one  wfl6  returned^  which  changed  the  xnaLjoritf, 
and  preferved  the  minifler  in  a  poft  which  he 
has  mamtained  ever  fince  ! 

Various  public  meafures  have^  of  courfe,  dur- 
ing a  period  of  fourteen  years,  been  brought  for- 
ward by  this  a^live  minifler 3  to  notice  which,, 
would  far  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  memoir 
fo  limited  in  its  obje£t  as  the  prefent.  They 
are  incorporated  into  the  hiftory  of  his  coun- 
try, and  familarly  recoUefted  by  his  contem- 
poraries. 

The  commercial  treaty  with  France  was  a 
bold  fcheme,  and  evinced  deep  political  and 
mercantile  knowlege«  But  the  moft  critical  cir- ' 
cumflance  in  the  annals  of  Mr.  Pitt's  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  that  on  which  his  biographer  fhould 
dwell  the  moft,  is  the  period  when  the  regal  pow- 
ers were,  in  a  manner,  unhappily  fufpended,  and 
all  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature  was  required  to 
form  a  tegency.  It  was  a  crifis  not  only  novel, 
but  of  extreme  magnitude,  as  likely  to  become 
the  precedent  for  future  times ;  no  fuch  incident 
having  till  then  occurred  in  the  annals  of  our 
]iiftory. 

Some  llatefinen  would  have  worfliipped  the 
rifing  fun.  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  colleagues,  how* 
ever,  purfued  a  di£Perent  courfe,  and  there- 
by added  greatly  to  their  popularity,  and  effec- 
tually fecured  themfelves  in  power. 
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Ki  on  fdme  occafionsj  he  has  courted  the 
faroiur  of  the  people,  he  certainly  has  not  al- 
ways facrificed  at  the^r  flirine.  He  appears,  in* 
deed,  to  have  a  proper  conception  of  the  value 
in  which  popular  efteem  is  to  be  held,  but  to 
be  fenfibie  that  it  ought  not  to  influence  the 
condud  of  a  legiflator,  when  it  is  evidently  re* 
pugnant  to  the  true  interefts  of  the  country. 

When  the  revolution  took  place  in  France, 
the  fituation  of  the  prime  minifter  of  this  king* 
dom  became  once  more  extremely  criticah 
Perhaps  it  was  fortunate  for  the  country,  that  the 
adminiftration  at  that  time  enjoyed  the  good 
opinion  of  both  king  and  people ;  as  violent 
contentions  of  party-fpirit,  at  fuch  a  juncture, 
might  have  led  to'confequ.ences  very  injurious 
to  the  happy  conftitutional  government  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  fituation  of  Europe  has  aflumed  a  new 
^e,  fince  the  monarchy  of  France  was  ihakcii 
from  its  ancient  bafis.  A  war  has  enfued  totally 
different  from  all  former  wars.  In  judging, 
therefore,  of  the  merits  of  thofe.  who  are  con- 
cerned in  managing  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  it  i^ 
impoffible  to  have  recourfe  either  to  precedents, 
or  to  old  political  principles.  A  new  mode  of 
a£lion,  a  new  fcheme  of  politics  was  to  be  devifed, 
wd  adapted  to  the  exifling  circumftances. 

If  any  merit  be  due  to  boldnefs  of  inven- 
tion,, to  vigour  of  execution,  to  wide  cxtenfion 
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of  plans,  and  to  firmnefs  and  perfeverance  of 
conduft  certainly  the  prefent  adminiftration  has 
an  undoubted  claim  to  public  gratitude. 

An  attention  to  commerce  has  greatly  dfftin* 
guifhed  Mr.  Pitt's  adminiftration,  particularly 
during  the  prefent  conteft.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
man  in  the  kingdom  better  acquainted  with  the 
principles  of  trade  than  he  is.  The  oldeft  and 
moft  experienced  merchants  have  been  afioniih* 
ed  at  his  readinefs  in  converfing  with  them  upon 
fubjefts  which  they  thought  themfelves  exclufive* 
ly  mafters  of.  Many  who  have  waited  upon  him 
in  full  confidence  that  they  fhould  communicate 
fbme  new  and  important  information  upon  mat- 
ters of  trade,  have,  to  their  great  Airprize,  found 
him  minutely  and  intimately  acquainted  with  al! 
thofe  points  to  which  they  conceived  he  was  t 
ftranger.  By  the  clofe  attention  which  he  has 
uniformly  paid  to  the  mercantile  interefts,  he  has 
certainly  fecured  to  himfelf  an  exclufive  bafis  of 
fupport,  which  has  enabled  him  not  only  to  re- 
fift  a  moft  vigorous  oppofition,  but  to  carfy  into 
efFe£l  financial  meafures  that,  till  his  time,  were 
deemed  impraflicable. 

Some  men  have  charged  him  with  political 
apoftacy,  on  the  ground  of  his  having  aban^ 
doned,  if  not  oppofed,  the  projeS  ^f  a  parlia- 
mentary reform-  If  he  feally  conSders  fuch  a 
reform  as  no  longer  neceffary,  it  will  bit  difficult 
to  exonerate  him  from  this  heavy  accufation. 

But 
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But  there  cef tainljr  is  a  great  difference  between 
abfolute  apoftacy,  and  an  occafional  ceflTatioii 
from  a  particular  fyltem  of  opinions  or  line  of 
condu£t.  It  does  not  follow  that  Mr.  Pitt  is  an 
enemy  to  neceflary  reform,  becaufe  he  eonfiders 
the  exifting  circumftances  of  the  country  as  too 
critical  to  admit  the  trial  of  the  experiments   • 

As  a  public  fpeaker,  Mr/ Pitt  is  not  to  be 
cbdraflerifed  by  overftrained  parallels  drawn 
from  the  oratwe  of  aatiqiiity.    He  pofleffes  more 
of  the  .elegance  and  grace  of  Cicero,  than*  of 
the  fire  of  Dimofthenes.    He  is,  however,  more 
of  the  acute  logician,  than  of  the  perfuaiive 
rhetorician.    His  voice,  though  clear  and  pow- 
erful, poffeffes  not  the  modulations  that  charm 
the  ear,  and  fteal  upon  the  heart;  moreover, 
he  feems  incapable  of  producing  any  grand 
ef!e£t  upon  the  paffions  of  his  auditors,  and  he 
is  at  times  extremely  carelefs  in  his  choice  of 
expreffions.    His  language  is  generally  good, 
but  he  fometimes  defcends  into  vulgarity  and 
incorre£lnefs«    All  his  deficiences,  however,  are 
Acre  than  counterbalanced  by  a  conclufive  and 
forcible  method  of  reafoning^  by  a  facility  Of 
fiating  his  arguments,  which  makes  them  not 
only  conceivable  to  the  meaneft  underftandihg'> 
but  gives  them  frequently  a  precitioh  and  vigour 
which  may  be  pronounced  irrefiftible. 

The  Premier  alfo  poffeffes  an  advantage  of 
ineftimable  value,  in  a  minifter  of  ftate,  liamel}^, 
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ft  graat^  ^omman4  «yer  huk  temper^  added  t# 
^uch  Qoolwbf  during  the  itrdour  of  debate.  /  . 

This  enables  him  to  reply  clearly  and  partita 
eijlarly  to  the  arguments  of  hia  opponenti,  and 
tt>  defend  bia  own  c^ufe  by  often  turning  tbeif 
own  vceapom  upon  themfelve^*  Though  he 
is  cottfident,  and  frequently,  it  mufl:  be  confefied^ 
eveA  arrogant  in  hts  fpeeches,  which  fbmetimes 
provokes  the  oppofition  orators  to  ufe  harft  )an» 
•giiagei  yet  he  feldom  kies  his  ewn  temper^  oi 
>f  tqf  ts  in  anger. 

«  Hh  ftfiion  is  jDot  ftriftly  graceful  winch  is  in 
iome  mieafure  owing  to  the  dtfadrantage  of  an 
eiLter^y  which  however  dignified,  is  yet  not 
amiably  winning,  for  he  is  very  taU,  and  deficient 
in  e»  >M  point*  His  countenaoee  is  alfo  fevere 
and  forbidding*'  es jpreflTiveindeed  (in  the  language 
of  phyiiognomifts)'of  a  capa^^toua  mind,  and 
inflexible  refoiution ;  bat  alfo  of  a  too  lofty  and 
perhaps  unbending  fpirit. 

Mr.  Pitt  forms  in  aU  poia^  a  dtred  oontraft  t<^ 
hts  great  politicai  oppon^it :  and  it  is  certainly 
a  curious  cnrcumftance,  that  two  fuch  extraordi* 
nary  men  fkould'  be  as  <^pofite  in  their  private 
chara3ers  as  in  their  pubKc  career.  In  debaie^ 
Mr.  Fox  is  vehement,  Mr.  Pitt  cooL  The  one 
is  firank  and  open,  the  other  cloTe  and  referred. 
The  urbanity  of  the  ex«mini|ter  gains  hih^ 
friends  among  all  partiei^  the  kautmr  zxiA/ang 
frni  o£  the  premier  does  not  <ionciliate  even  his 

aflbciates*. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


afibciates/   Mr..  Pift  is  the  iktne^  guarded  and 
unbending  politician  in  his  fecial  hours  that  he 
is  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons* 
,    In  private  life^  his  fole  pl6afures  are  of  an  of- 
foial  and  convivial  nature. 

Ambition  is  the  ruling  and  roafter-paffion  of 
his  foul,  before  which  eVery  other  finks  into 
infignificance :  at  the  ihrine  of  this  goddefs^  and 
at  that  of  Bacchus>  he  is  fuppofed  alone  to  pay 
iiis  devotions.  That  his  health  and  talents  may 
not  fuffer  by  the  latter,  and  that  his  country 
may  profper  under  the  influence  of  the  former, 
is  the  eameft  wifli  of  tlie  vi^iiter  of  this  article. 


HiASMUS  DARWIN,  M.D.  F.R.S. 

IS  ,the  fpn .  of  a  gentleman  of  landed  pro* 
perty,  near  Nevirarfc-upon-Trent.  From  a  coun«- 
try  fchool  hp  was  transferred  to  the  univerfity^ 
and  entered  at  St.  John's,  Cambridge,  where, 
being  intended  for  tne  pra3ice  of  medicine,  he 
took  the  degree  of  M.B.  in  1755 ;  and  in  his 
tbefis  defended  the  opinion  that  the  motion  of 
the  heart  luid  arteries  are  produced  by  the  im* 
jDcdisitc^imulus  of  the  blood. 

On  the  death  of  the  prefent  kiilg'S  father, 
when  all  the  men  of  talents  in  thi  Isatlon  be« 
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wailed  Ihc  lofs  of  a  prince  whom  they  had  fondly 
confidered  as  a  future  Maecenas,  he  contributed 
to  the  Cambridgp  coIJeftion  of  odes  and  elegies ; 
but  his  verfes  on  that  occafion  do  not  feem  ta 
have  argued  any  great  chance  for  celebrity,  as 
they  were  undiftinguifhed  from  the  exertions  of 
far  inferior  men,  and  afforded  no  great  promife 
of  future  excellence. 

After  an  education  admirably  adapted  to  his 
intended  profeffion,  and  a  previous  degree  of 
M.D.  Dr.  Darwin  determined  to  praftife,  and 
finding  the  bufinefs  of  the  capital,  entirely  mono- 
polized by  a  few  men  of  celebrity,  brought  into 
notice  by  the  zeal  of  friends,  family  tonnfcxion, 
and  the  recommendation  and  intereft  of  the 
great,  he  determined  tp  fettle  in  the  country. 
Luckily  for  the  city  of  Litchfield,  that  place  was 
pitched  upon  for  the  fcene  of  his  labours,  and 
he  refided  there  for  a  great  number  of  years.    If 
he  ftill  retained  a  tafte  for  poetry,  it  was  either 
carefully  fuppreffcd,  or  the  favours  of  the  mufe 
concealed;  he,  however,  diftinguilhed  himfelf 
as  a  philfopber  and  phyfician,  for  as  far  back  as 
1758,  he  publiflied  in  vol.  50  of  the  Philofophi- 
cal  Tranfaftions,  "  An  Attempt  to  confute  the 
Opinion  of  Henry  Earle,  concerning  the  Afcent 
of  Vapours"  and  "  An  Account  of  the  Cure  of 
a  periodical  Haemoptoe,  by  keeping  the  Patient 
awake."    This  was  followed  by  "  Experiments 
on  Animal  Fluids  in  the  exhaufted  receiver." 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  he  had  bred  his  fon  Charles; 
•a  promifing  young  man,  to  his  own  profeffion^ 
and  fcnt  him  to  Edinbtitgh,  at  tkfct  time,  as  now, 
the  great  European  fchool  of  phyfic.   There  lie 
was  unfortunately  carried  off  by  a  fever,  at  the 
very  time  he  was  enquiring  into  the  nature  and 
cure  of  difeafes,  &c.  before  lie  had  attained  the 
loth  year  of  his  age !  To  the  forrowing  father 
was  left  the  mournful  tafk  of  being  the  editor  of 
his  pofthumous  work  ^  and  he  accordingly  puhl- 
lifhed,  in  1780,    "  Experiments  efta'blifliing  a 
Criterion  between  Mucilaginous  and  Purulent 
Matter:  and  an  Account  of  the  Retrogade  Mo- 
tions of  the  Abforbent  Vcffcls  of  Animal  Bodies 
n  fome  Difeafes." 

In  1784,  the  Botanical  Society  of  Lichfield 

pablifhed  Linnaeus'  "  Syftem  of  Vegetables," 

which  is  thought  to  have  been  chiefly  the  pro* 

dudion  of  Dr,  Darwin,  one  of  its  two  principal 

members. 

Early  in  1789,  Dr.  Darwin,  enlifted  again  by 
fcience  in  the  train  of  the  mufes,  burfl:  forth  like 
a  comet  in  the  hemifphere  of  poetry,  by  the 
publication  of  the  "  Botanical  Garden;''  Part 
IL*  of  which,  containing,  «  the  Loves  of  the 
Plants,"  then  made  its  firft  appearance.  The 
idea  of  the  fexual  fyftem  had  been  long  before 
elucidated  by  the  great  Sweedifti  naturalifti 

*  Four  editkma  of  this  volume,  aad  thice  of  the  ftoond,  ]miv« 
been  already  jmblilhcd. 

and 
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and  it  indted  feems  to  have  been  coeval  wjtli» 
and  moft  probabljj  long  anterior  to>  Claudian^c 

^f  Vintnt  in  Veoerem  firoddMi  kicliiat  omne  pir  dtdn^    . 
^  Felix  ubor  tmat;  nutuit  skI  mutua  PalsMB 
^  Pae^ra^  populeo  fufpirat  Populiu  i^, 
'    *  Et  FUttani  Ilatanis,  Alnoque  affibdat  AIxnM." 

The  poem  confifts  of  four  cantos ;  the  three 
firft  of  which  are  followed  by  a  dialogue,  and 
.  the  preface  contains  a  fummary  of  the  Llnnaean 
arrangement  The  intention  of  this  part  of  the 
work  is  to  render  an  attachment  to  fiotanical 
ftndies  at  once  more  common  and  more  de- 

Kg^t¥- 

.     «  Bof  AViC  MuiB !  wfto»  in  hia  btter  tgt, 
^  Led  by  your  aiiy  hand  the  Svediih  fagCj 
^*  Bade  hit  keen  eye  your  iecret  haunts  explore^ 
^  On  dewy  dell,  high  wood,  and  winding  ihore ; 
"^  Say  on  eadi  kaf  how  tiny  graces  dwell ; 

-     ^  How  langii  die  pleaforet  in  a  bloflbm  s  bell  f 
**  How  inftft  loves  ariic  on  cobweb  wings, 
''  Aim  their  light  fliafls,  and  points  their  little  filngs." 

'  The  fcientific  turn  of  the  notes,  and  the  agree- 
•j^tle  medium  of  the  poetry,^  excited  an  un- 
common 


.     f  Somftof  the  Unei  afe  peeriisify  etpreffiye,  fiicfa at 
"  On  her  fair  bofom  (its  the  Demon  ape 
"  Ert6i,  and  balance^  his  bloated  (hape  j 
^  Rolli  in  their  morale  wis  bis  gorgM'tyts^ 

<  ••  And  drinks  with  katbent  tars  her  tender  cries.**' 

The  "  vampire-wings**  of  the  Ague,  "  the  young  wonder," 

-^Mtk  ^MA  the  ehernbB^  while  riding'  on  their  Ettle  reeds, 

^  ■■       touai 


Digitized  by 


Google 


common  degree  of  tixAofkf  for  ttut  pabHcation 
of  Part  I,  coutaming  •*  the  Economy  of  Vege- 
tation^" which,  on  account  of  fome  expert 
ments,  wa$  4«lay<KJi  until  1791*  On  thi»  occa- 
fion,  he  rdours  to  Locretius : 

"  It  Ver,  ct  VcniMj  et  Veneris  pnenuncius  aot;e 
**  Pennatti^  Graditur  Zephjmi^  Vcftigia  propter^ 
"  Flora  qt|ibu9  niat^>  praefpeigeps  ante  Viqi 
"  Ciinfta  colorilms  egreglu  et  odoribus  opfieL^ 

At  the  beginning  of  Canto  I.  the  genius  of 
the  pfaux,  the  fcenery  of  which  ia  borrowed 
from  a  garden,  about  a  mile  from  Lichfleldj 
wfaer?  a  oold  bath  was  erefled  by  Sir  Johtf 
Fk>yer,  folictts  the  appearance  of  the  geddeft 
who  prefides  over  botany,  who,  on  her  defcent^ 
is  receired  by  Spriog  and  the  ElemontSt  ^  TheQ 
fdttows  the  explpfion  of  chaos,  the  re^ohtfioii  of 
the  liars,  the  appeftrhfice  of  fighttiiag>  the  ra^a- 
bow;  himinous  fiewers,  the  glo^^worm^  fii^ 
fly,  eledtie^eel,  medu&>  fteam-en^ine,  ^.       -^ 

Thefollowin^lincsldefervegreatpratifej  tixA 
not  the-  leaft  a^erit  is,  that  pofterior  difeoverfeii 
feem  to  be  £^  realizing  the  predi£Uons  of  i&^ 
poet: 

*'  Sooa  ihall  tby  arnif  UKCpxavER'p  itbam  I  a6r 
^  Drag  the  iky«r  bar]^,  or  drive  the  sapid  car  i 


•  touch  the  lUdiag  fiuul 


are  exf  rtffions  pcculiafl^  fcKciioua^ 


€€  Or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Y  ^  Of  (Aiyn^t'mffiugfKv^ff,  ds^pa^cbd^  b^r         .      .       :^ 
«  Tbytflying  chariot  througli  tjic  fields  of  air. 

** Fair  crcw3  triumphant  leaning  from  above, 

'*  Shall  wave  their  flutVring  *kerchieA  as  they  move  j 

- . '.'  Or  ^rrior-bands  -alarm  the  gaptng  crowds 
"  And  armies  (hrink  beneath  ttnibldgwy.doQd*      .  « 

*'  So  mighty  Hercules  o*cr  many  a  clime         , 
"  Wav'd  his  huge  mace  in  Virtue  s  caufe  fublime^ 
^'  Unmeafur*d  ftrength  with  early  art  combin'd, 
"  Aw'd,  lirv*d,  protefted,  and  amaz*d  mankind.'  ■  ■        . 
«  Firft/'&c. 

'  The  fecoad  Canto  coimnraices  with  an  addrefs 
(p  the;  Qnomes.  -We  then  find  the  earth  thrown 
from  a  .yoloaija  of  the  fun;  its  atmorpher&, 
i^ccfpQi  1  aqd  journey  threugK ; ,  the  ;2ddiac  are 
ftef<;rib^r'  We  thw  ,hear  of.  primeval  iilands, 
pamtfife,:'^.4be  gfllde^jag^i  the  jfirft  great 
earthquakes^  cqntUients  tallied  from  the  fea^  ^  &c* 
.£  The  thirdtt'and  laft  Ca&tOj  cogimonces  vfith 
aa  ^ddref^,tQ.,Ae. Nymphs 5  neM  foUows  the 
theory  of  rain,  aqd  of  tides  s  an  account  of » ipa- 
^e  aiUD)al$r*nyerS)  boiling  fountains  in  Iceland, 
and  ^arm  medicinal  fprings/  fuch  as;  BuYton^ 
fccficc^,.,.  ;u  •  .  .  :  :  .  -  ;  •  ^ 
It  is  eafy  to  perceive,  in  this  very  intereilija|^ 
performance,  that  Dr.  Darwn  has  had  recourfe 
to  the  Roficrucian  machinery,  in  his  **  Botaaic 
Garden,"  for  tbtf  fame  reafon  that  Pope  adopted 
Ft,  in  KTs  ceTebrated  poem  of  "  the  Rape  of  the 
Lock,"  |n  the  fortnation  of  the  planets,  he 
employs  the  do£lrmes  of  BufTon  j  in  his  natural 
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)uiltoiy9  he  bends  at  the  ihrine  of  (he  Swode, 
While  he  foijows  the  new  dofbrines  refpe^ng 
kir^  from  the  Priefileian  and  ILavqiferian  fyftems. 

A  deep  attention  to  botany,  aqd  a  thorpugh 
ponvidipa  of  the  advantages  ariGng  from  fyftem, 
induced  Pr.  Darwin  to  turn  his  mind  towards 
the  imprpvenlent  of  his  own  profeffion,  and  tp 
become,  as  it  were^  the  Linnaeus  of  Medicine. 
Imprefled  with  this  novel  idea,  in  the  beginning 
bf  1794  he  publifhed  the  firft  Volume  of  hi.s 
"  Zoonomia,  ot  the  Laws  of  Organic  Life,"  in 
which,  leaving  his  former  work  in  pofleffion  of 
the  vegetable  world,  he  propofes  •*  to  reduce 
*'  the  fa£ts  belonging  to  animal  life  into  clafies» 
**  orders,  genera,  and  fpecies ;  and  by  compar-^ 
^'  ing  them  with  each  other,  to  imrave;!  the  the* 
"  ory  of  difeafes." 

Much  preliminary  matter  is  given  in  feparate 
fe£Uonsi  refpe£ting  the  immediate  organs  qf 
fenfe ; .  and  an  able  theory  of  ideas  follow;* 
We  next  meet  with  the  laws  of  animal  caufation^ 
and  an  exemplification  of  the  tranfitions  of  irri- 
tative into  fenfative,  ^nd  of  fenfative  into  volun- 
tary motions ;  on  this  occafion,  we  find  a  difler* 
tation  on  unpercevoed  ideas,  and  ]eam,  ''  that  all 
'^  our  perceptions  are  ideas  excited  by  irritation^ 
"  and  fucceeded  by  fenfation.^ .  Refpefting  the 
do£trines  of  Jimulus  and  exertim,  the  author  is  a 
great  advocate  for  the  fyftem  of  the  late  unfor* 
tunate  Eh-.  Brown,  which  he  ably  and  amply 
elucidates  and  explains. 

f  6  Proceeding 
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Proceeding  in  an  afcending  ratio,  he  confiderf 
fleep  and  revery,  giddinefs  and  drunkennefs  j^ 
ivith  an  account  of  the  difeafes  anfing  from  the 
laftofthefe,  &c.  fee. 

In  1796,  vol.  IL  made  its  appearance;  and 
as  the  former  may  be  confidered  as  ftri^ly  the- 
oretical, this  contains  a  pra£iical  application  of 
the  principles,  and  is  divided  into  two  grand 
fe6iions ;  containing,  firft,  the  nature  and  cur(: 
of  particular  difeafes  s  and,  fecondly,  the  ope- 
ration of  medicines. 

Of  this  work,  it  has  been  faid  by  a  celebrated 
profeflbr  of  the  medical  art,  that  the '?  Efoono- 
**  mia  bids  fair  to  do  for  phyfic,  what  th^ 
**  Principia  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  has  done  for 
•*  natural  philofophy:"  after  this,  it  would  be 
folly  to  add  our-  mite  of  praife. 

Dr.  Darwin  now  refides  at  Derby,  where  he 
enjoys  an  extenfive  praftice,  and  univerfal 
•efteem.  While  his  ample  and  capacious  mind 
grafps  the  grandeft  operations  of  nature,  he  can 
yet  condefcend  to  comparatively  infinite  fub- 
jefts,  provided  they  be  connefted  with  human 
happinefe.  A  proof  of  this  exiits  in  the  atten- 
tion lately  paid  by  him  to  a  fubjeft  in  which 
the  deareft  interefts  of  fociety  are  involved— the 
education  of"  females— or  the  feeft*  means  of 
making  afFeftionate  daughters,  good  wives,  and 
tender  mothers  I 
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» 

Sift  GEORGE  LEONARD   STAUNTON,  Bam, 

IS  the  fon  of  a  gentleman,  of  fmall  fortune,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  Was  fent  by  his 
parents,  early  in  life,  to  ftudy  medicine  at  Mont* 
pelier,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  m.  d.  After 
he  had  fini(hed  his  ftudies,  he  repaired  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  employed  himfelf  in  tranflating 
fomc  medical  eflays,  written  by  Dr.  Storck  of 
Vienna ;  and»  with  wonderfiil  facility  in  the 
knowledge  of  different  languages,  he  at  the 
feme  time  drew  up  in  French,  for  the  Journal 
Etranger,  a  comparifon  between  the  literature  of 
England  and  France. 

About  the  year  1762,  Dn  Staunton  embarked 
for  the  Weft-Indies,  as  we  find  from  a  farewel 
letter  written  to  him  by  the  late  Dr.  Johnfon, 
given  by  Mr.  Bofwell,  in  his  life  of  that  great 
man.  This  letter  is  replete  with  excellent 
advice,  and  does  equal  credit  to  the  writer  and 
the  perfon  to  whom  it  is  addrefled. 

Dr.  S.  refided  for  fome  years  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  where  he  acquired  a  genteel  addition  to 
his  fortune  by  the  praftice  of  phyfick  -,  purchafed 
an  eftate  in  Grenada',  which  he  cultivated ;  and 
had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  the  friendflilp  of 
the  prefent  Lord  Macartney,  governor  of  that 
ifland,  to  whom  he  a£ted  as  fecretary»  and  con- 
tinued in  that  capacity  until  the  capture  of  it 
by  the  French,  when  they  both  embarked  for 
Europe.  Having  ftudied  the  law.  Sir  George« 
H  while 
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while  at  Grenada,  ferved  the  office  of  Attorney 
General  of  the  ifland. 

Soon  after  Lord  Macartney's  arrival  in  Eng-^ 
l^nd,  he  was  appointed  governor  of  Madraf^ 
and  took  Mr.  S.  with  him  (for  he  feems  now 
to  have  loft  the  appellation  of  DoBor)  as  his 
fccretary.  In  this  capacity,  Mr.  S.  had  fcve- 
ral  opportunities  of  difplaying  his  abilities  and 
intrepidity,  particularly  as  one  of  the  commif- 
fioners  fent  to  treat  of  peace  with  Tippoo  Sul- 
taun,  and  in  the  feizure  of  General  Stuart^  who 
feemed  to  have  been  preparing  to  aft  by  Lord 
Macartney  as  had  been  before  done  by  the  un- 
fortunate Lord  Pigot.  Mr.  S.  was  fent  w^ith  a 
fmall  party  of  feapoys  to  arreft  the  general, 
which  he  effefted  with  great  fpirit  and  prudence^ 
and  without  bloodflied* 

On  his  return  to  England,  the  India  Company 
fettled  on  him  a  penfion  of  50c/.  per  armum,  the 
king  created  him  a  baronet  of  Ireland,  and  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford  conferred  on  him  the  de- 
gree of  L.L.D. 

It  having  been  refolved  to  fend  an  embafly  to 
China,  Lord  Macartney  was  felefted  for  that 
purpofe,  and  he  took  his  old  friend  and  coun^ 
tryman  along  with  him,  who  was  not  only  ap- 
pointed fccretary  to  the  embafly,  but  had  alfo 
the  title  of  envoy  extraordinary  and  minifter- 
plenipotentiary  beflowed  on  him,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  ambaifador,  in 
cafe  of  any  unfortunate  accident* 
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The  events  of  this  embafly,  which  on  the 
whole  proved  rather  unpropitious,  are  well 
known,  and  are  given  to  the  public  in  two  quarto 
volumes,  written  by  Sir  George*.  When  we  con- 
fider  the  fhort  time  he  took  to  compile  them, 
and  the  fev^re  illnefs  he  adually  laboured  under 
at  the '  time,  and  with  which  he  was  attacked 
foon  after  his  return;  we*  cannot  withhold  our 
praife  and  approbation. 

As  a  further  proof  of  the  efteem  in  which  the 
India  Company  held  Sir  George  Staunton,  they 
appointed  his  ion,  who  accompanied  him  in  the 
voyage,  a. writer  to  China ;  aild  had  the  father's 
health  permitted,  he  would  again  have  attended 
Lord  Macartney  in  fome  honourable  and  con* 
fidential  ftation  to  his  government  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

The  memoirs  of  Sir  George  Staunton,  if  drawn 
up  at  full  length,  would  exhibit  a  ftrong  and 
ardent  mind,  labouring  occafionally  under  diffi- 
culties, and  furmounting  dangers  by  patience, 
talents,  and  intrepidity.  His  condu£t  in  the  feiz* 
ure  of  General  Stuart,  demonftrates  his  refolii- 
tion  and  prefcnce  of  mind ;  and  when  treating 
with  Tippoo,  he  had  the  addrefs  to  induce  M, 
Sufirein  to  fufpend  hofiilities,  even  before  he  had 
received  advice  from  his  court  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  being  figned  between  Great  Britain  and 
France. 

*  The  Dutch  Eaft  Company  have  fince  undertaken  a  iimi- 
hr  cmbaiTy,  and  we  undcrfiand  the  very  iuterefling  nana- 
^e  of  it  by  Vai?  BraaM)  wiU  Ihordy  make  its  appearance 
ia  the  Epgliih  language. 

Ha 
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THE  fubjeS  of  this  article  from  his  enthiK 
fiaftick  and  undiTerted  attachment  to  the  re- 
ligion and  philofophy  of  Plato,  has  been  call-^ 
ed  hj  different  writers,  "  the  modern  Pie- 
tho^"  *'the  apoftle  of  Pagamfinf/'  and  "the 
gentile  prieft  of  England  J/* 

This  Tery  fimgular  man  was  bom  in  London> 
in  the  year  1758,  of  obficure  but  worthy  pa- 
rents; and  though  in  his  literary  career  he 
has  accomplilhed  Herculean  labours,  yet  we 
are  informed  that  his  body  has  been  from  his 
childhood  weak  and  difeafed;  for  at  the  early 
period  of  fix  years  of  age,  alarming  fymp- 
toms  of  a  confumption  induced  his  family^ 
to  remove  him  for  three  years  to  Staffbrdihire. 
On  returning  thence,  in  his  ninth  year,  he  wa» 
fent  to  St.  Paul's  fchool,  to  be  educated  for 
a.  diffenting  minifter.  Here,  it  feems,  he  foon 
gave  indications  of  that  contemplative  turn  of 
mmd,  and  that  averiioa  to  merely  verbal  difqui- 
fitions,  which  have  fince  become^  fuch  predoml* 
nant  features  in  his  charader.  In  proof  of  this^ 
Mr.  Ryder,  one  of  the  mafiers  of  the  fchool, 
whenever  a  fentence  occurred  remarkably  mcrat 

*  In  the  fecond  edition  of  the  Curiofities  of  Litenture.. 
f  See  Analytical  Reriew  of  kit  Sidiuft. 
X  Sec  Purfiiiu  of  JUurature* 
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or  grave,  in  any  claffick  whkb  young  Taylor  was 
tranflating  to  him,  would  always  preface  it  by 
faying  to  the  youHful  Pla1k>nift:  "Come,  here  is 
fomething  wortay  the  attention  of  a  phiiofo* 
pher* '•  The  boy,  indeed,  was  fo  difgufted  with 
the  arbitr^  manner  in  w&ich  the  dead  Ian- 
]g[uages  are  taugHt  in  that,  as  well  as  in  all  other 
pobKck  fchoold^  that  he  entreated,  and  at  length 
prevailed  on  his  father  to  take  him  home,  and 
abandon  his  defign  of  educating  him  for  the 
miniftry.  The  parent  complied  indeed,  bat  With 
jgreat  relu£lance,  as  he  confidered  the  office  of  a 
diflenting  minifter,  the  moft  defirable  and  the 
moft  enviable  employment  uipon  earth  I 

About  this  time  Mr*  T^  happened  ta  become 
acquainted  with  a  Milk  Morton^  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  a  r«fpe£lable  coal  merchant  ia  Doc* 
tor*s  Commons,  for  whom,  although  he  was  but 
twelve  years  of  age,  he  conceived  fuch  ail  at- 
tachment, as  neither  time  nor  diftance  could  di^ 
Mve  or  impair.  This  young  lady  (hi§  prefent 
w^ife)  had  received  an  elegant  education,  and 
united  with  an  agreeable  perfon,  uncommon 
modefty,  liberality,  and  artlefs  manners.  Mr.  T. 
bas  often  declared  that  he  was  then  as  deeply  in 

*  Thus  too.  at  an  early  period,  one  of  the  firft  fcholar*  of 
the  age,  difcovered  t\\t  mufid  turn  of  his  mind :  for  when,  on 
reading  the  Latin  Teftament,  at  Jcfus  was  printed  inflead  of 
mii  Jifuft  he  (hrewdly  conjedured  that  at  muft  be  a  verb,  and 
be  derived  from'tffb 
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love  as  the  moft  famous  hero  of  romancej  and 
that  to  fee  and  converfe  with  his  adored  fair 
one,  formed  the  very  fummit  of  his  wifhes. 

During  Mr.  T*s  refidence  at  home,  while  hi9 
fsLthtr  was  yet  undetermined  as  to  his  future 
lituation  in  life>  he  happened  to  meet  with 
Ward's  Young  Mathematician's  Guide,  and  was 
fo  ftruck,  in  looking  over  the  book,  with  the 
Angularity  of  negative  quantities,  whepi  multiplied 
together  producing  pofitive  ones,  that  he  imme^ 
diately  conceived  a  ftrong  defire  tq  become  ac* 
quainted  with  mathematicks*  His  father,  how- 
ever, who  was  deeply  fkilled  in  modem  theo- 
logy, but  utterly  unacquainted  with  this  fubr 
lime  and  moft  ufeful  fpecies  of  learning,  was,  it 
feems,  averfe  to  his  fon's  engaging  in  fuch  a 
courfe  of  ftudy ;  but  Mr,  T's  ardour  foon  en- 
abled him  to  triumph  over  all  oppoQtion,  by  de- 
voting the  hours  of  reft  to  mathematical  lucu- 
brations, though  to  accomplifh  this  he  was 
obliged  to  conceal  a  tinder-box  under  his  pillow. 

To  this  early  acquaintance  with  thofe  lead- 
ing branches  of  mathematical  fcienc?s,  arithr 
metick,  algebra,  and  geometry,  Mr,  T,  afcribes 
his  prefent  unrivalled  attachment  to  the  philo- 
fophy  of  Plato^  and  all  the  fubftantial  felicity  of 
his  life. 

About  this  time,  viz.  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  Mr. 
T.  was  placed  under  an  uncle-in-law  at  Sheer- 
pefs,  who  happened  to  be  one  of  the  officers  of 
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that  dock  yard.  Here  at  his  leifure  houT% 
which  were  but  few,  he  ftill  purfued  the  ftudy 
of  the  fpeculative  part  of  mathematicks  ;  for  he 
was  of  opinion  that  thofe  fciences  were  degraded 
when  applied  to  pra£tical  affairs,  without  then 
knowing  that  the  fame  fentiment  h)ad  been 
adopted  by  Pythagoras,  Plato^  and  Archimedes. 
Here,  likewife,  he  read  Bolingbrbke*  and  Hume, 
and  by  ftudying  their  works  becjame  a  convert 
to  the/c€piical  pbilofopby. 

The  behaviour,  however,  of  his  uncle-in-law 
was  fo  very  tyrannical,  and  his  opportunities 
for  the  acquifition  were  fo  very  inadequate  to 
his  thirft  for  knowledge,  that  after  having  been 
in  what  he  CQpfidered  a  ftate  of  flavery  during 
three  years,  he  determined  to  break  his  fet- 
ters, and,  as  he  could  find  no  other  refuge  from 
oppreilion,  caft  himfelf  once  more  into  the  arms 
of  the  church. 

For  this  purpofe  he  left  Sheerncfs,  and  be* 
came,  during  the  fpace  of  two  years,  a  pupil  of 
one  of  the  moft  celebrated  diffcnting  preachers. 
Under  this  gentleman  he  recovered  his  know. 
ledge  of  the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  and  Greek 
tongues,  but  made  no  great  advances  in  the  at* 
tainment  of  thofe  languages,  as  his  mind,  natu- 
rally propenfe  to  the  ftudy  of  things,  required  an 
uncommon  ftimulus,  to  make  it  (loop  to  an  at- 
tention to  words.  This  ftimulus,  the  philofophy 
of  Plato  and  Ariftotle  could  alone  infpire. 

H  4  Mr. 
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Mr.  T.  it  Teemsj  during  this  coiufe  of  minify 
terial  ftudy  renewed  with  redoubled  ardour  hi» 
acquaintance  with  Mif&  M. ;  and  what  indeed 
is  lingular  in  the  extrem^j  was  able  to  unite  in 
amicable  league,  courtfhip  and  ftudy.  Hence 
he  applied  himfelf  to  Greek  ftnd  Latin  in  the 
day,  paid  his  addrefles  to  his  fair  one  in  the 
evening,  and  had  the  courage  to  begin  and 
read  through  the  Latin  quarto  of  3iniibq'8 
Conic  Sections  at  night. 

About  this  time  Mr.  T.  entered  on  the  ftu- 
dy of  the  modern  philofophy,  and  thinking 
himfelf  qualified  by  his  knowledge  of  t^e 
more  abftrufe  parts  of  mathematicks,  to  uii- 
derftand  the  fyftem  of  the  univerfe  as  de^ 
livered  in  the  PrincipU  of  NewtoHj  he  begaQ 
to  read  that  difficult  work*  We  are  inform- 
ed, however,  that  he  foon  clofed  the  book  with 
difguft,  exclaiming  *'  Newton  is  indeed  a  great 
^  mathematician,  but  no  philofopher !"  He 
was  principally  induced  it  feems  to  form  this 
conclufion,  by  Sir  Ifaac's  affertion*  '*  that  every 
^*  the  leaft  poffible  particle  of  matter  or  body,  at* 
^^  tra£ls  all  bodies  at  all  diftances;  that  the  being, 
•*  whatever  it  is,  that  attrafts  or  impels  bodies  to- 
^*  wards  each  other,  proceeds  from  thole  bodies  to 
^*  which  it  belongs,  and  penetrates  the  whole 
f*  fubftance  of  the  bodies  on  which  |t  aSs."    It 
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mppeared  to  him,  that  from  this  jLifertion  it  muft 
inevitably  follow,  that  bodies  ad  immediately 
or  by  thcinfelves,  without  the  intervention  of 
any  other  being,  in  a  place  where  they  are  not, 
^nce  attra^ion  is  the  immediate  a£tion  of  attrad* 
ing  bodies ;  that  they  thus  aft  in  many  places 
at  the  fame  time ;  that  they  penetrate  each 
other ;  and  that  the  leaft  particle  of  matter  is 
extended  as  far  as  the  limits  of  the  univerfe  c 
all  which  coQf^(}u^nqe$  he  confidered  as  glar- 
ingly abfurd. 

Thus  far  the  ftream  of  Mr.  T's  life  may  be 
faid  to  have  run  with  an  equal  tenour,  limpid, 
and  unruffled,  compared  with  its  cburfe  in  thd  fuc» 
ceieding  period,  ^n  which  it  r^fembled  fome  dark 
river  rolling  with  impetuous  rage  to  the  main. 

The  timp  now  drew  nigh,  in  which  Mr.  X 
was  to  leave  his  fair  one  for  the  univerfi(y» 
But  as  her  father,  in  his  abfence,  intended  to 
marry  her  to  a  man  of  larg^  fortune,  who  had 
made  her  the  oflfer  of  hi3  hand,  Mifs  M.  to 
fecure  herfelf  from  the  tyrannical  exertion  of 
parental  authority,  generoufly  confented  to 
unite  herfelf  .to  our  philofopher,  on  condition 
that  nothing  further  than  the  marriage  cere- 
mony took  p}ace,  till  he  had  finifhed  his  fiudies 
;^t  Aberdeen.  This  he  immediately  affented  tq, 
and  the  indiflbluble  knot  was  tied. 

But  when  the  fates  are  a4verfe,  how  vain  are 
the  moft  prudent  projc6ls  !  how  unfortunate  the 
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moft  generous  intentions!  The  low  cunniny 
of  Mr.  T's  mother-in-law  difcovered*  the  fe- 
cret,  foon  after  the  union  of  the  platonick  pair ; 
who,  from  a  combination  of  ecclefiaftical  indig- 
nation  with  parental  rage,  were  .for  a  time  ex- 
pofed  to  the  infult  of  undeferved  reproach,  and 
the  bittemefs  of  real  diftrefs. 

We  are  happy  to  find,  however,  that  Mr.  and 
Mrs,T.  exculpate  their  parents  on  thisoccafion : 
Mr.  T.  entirely  afcribing  his  father's  condutSl  to 
fhe  malicious  mifreprefentation  of  his  mother^ 
in-law,  and  the  anger  of  the  church,  and  Mrs. 
T.  to  the  unnatural  and  felfifli  condu£t  of  fome 
of  her  very  near  relations. 

Whether  Mr.  T's  great  averfion  to  prefbe* 
terians  and  prefbeterian  minifters,  originated  in 
this  or  fome  other  circumftance,  we  are  unable 
to  determine.  Certain,  however,  it  is,  that  he 
has  ever  fince  confidered  the  clergy  of  this  dc- 
fcript]on,as  men  implacable  in  their  refentments, 
whom  neither  pity  can  foften,  nor  penitence 
appeafe  i  and  has  often  been  heard  to  fay,  that 
of  all  the  chriftian  fetls,  the  members  of  the 
church  of  England  are  the  beft,.and  the  pret 
beterians  the  word. 

Such  indeed  was  the  diftreffed  fituation  of 
this  young  couple  at  this  period,  that  we  are 
informed  tuey  had  no  more  than  feven  (hillings 
a  week  to  fubfift  on,  for  nearly  a  twelvemonth  I 
This  was  owing  to  the  bafe  artifice  pf  one  of 
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Mfs.  T's  relatives^  who  was  left  executor,  and 
who  prevailed  on  her  father,  at  this  time  in  a 
dying  ftate,  to  let  him  pay  her  what  he  had  left 
her  as  he  pleafed.  Mr.  T.  endeavoured  in- 
deed to  obtain  employment  as  an  ufher.  ^to  a 
boardmg-fchool  i  but  it  was  fome  time  before 
he  was  able  to  effe^l  this,  as  he  was  abandoned 
both  by  frieod3  and  relatives,  and  could  not 
even  borrow  ten  (hillings  and  lixpence,  which 
it  feems  is  the  ufual  fee  of  thofe  who  procure 
fuch  (ituations. 

At  length  he  was  feparated  from  his  partner 
in  affliction,  and  fettled  as  ulher  to  a  board- 
ing-fchopl  at  Paddington.  As  his  embarafiments 
were  fuch,  that  he  was  unable  to  remove  Mrs« 
T.  from  CamberwelU  where  (he  then  re(ided, 
and  the  opiy  time  he  was  permitted  to  (ee  her 
wjas  Qn  Saturday  afternoon,  he  could  enjoy  but 
)itt}e  of  her  company.  This  little,  however, 
was  doubtlefs  dear  in  proportion  to  its  brevity, 
and  the  remembrance  of  paft  pain  would,  it  may 
lie  prefumed,  be  )o(l  in  the  overflowings  of  re- 
ciprocal love. 

Mrs.  T's  affeclion  was,  indeed,  as  we  are  in- 
formed, fo  great  for  her  unfortunate  hufband, 
that  though  then  in  a  (late  of  pregnancy,  (lie 
almoft  deprived  herfelf  of  the  neceflaries  of  life, 
that  (he  might  purchafe  out  of  her  weekly  pit- 
tance of  feven  (hillings  a  comfortable  dinner  for 
Mr-  T.  on  Saturday ;  and  letters,  it  feems,  dur- 
ing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


f C8         M1l«  TAYLOK,  I'BE  PLATOVIST; 

\ng  this  pamfirl  reparation  paflfed  between  theni» 
replete  with  fentiments  which  exprefs  the  moft 
tender  and  difinterefted  regard. 

Mr.  T#  however,  finding  the  fitnation  of  an 
ufher  in  itfelf  extremely  difagreeable,  and  when 
attended  with  fuch  a  reparation  from  his  part- 
ner in  calamity,  intolerable,  determined  if  po£* 
fible  to  obtain  a  lefs  irkfome  employment  >  and 
at  length,  by  the  exertions  of  his  few  friends, 
he  obtained  a  clerk's  place  in  a  refpedable 
banking-houfe  in  the  city.  In  this  fituation, 
however,  he  at  firft  fulTered  greatly  j  for  as  his 
income  was  but  fifty  pounds  a  year,  and  this  paid 
quarterly,  and  as  he  had  not  any  money  to 
fpare  for  himfelf,  and  could  not  fVom  his  em- 
barrafTments  quit  his  lodging  at  Camberw6H,  he 
was  unable  to  procure  nutriment  in  the  conrfe 
of  the  day,  adequate  to  the  great  labours  he  en- 
dured. Hence,  he  was  fo  exhaufled  by  the  time 
he  had  reached  home  in  the  evening,  that  he 
frequently  fell  fenfelefs  on  the  fkx>r. 

We  are  informed  that  Mr.  T.  foon  after  he 
was  fettled  in  this  new  employment,  took  a 
houfe  at  Walworth,  by  the  afTiftance  of  a 
friend,  who  had  been  his  fchoolfellow  ;  finding 
a  refidence  at  fome  fmall  diftance  from  town, 
necefTary  for  his  own  health  and  that  of  Mrs. 
T.  and  much  more  favourable  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  mind,  of  which  he  never  feems  to 
have  loft  fight,  even  amidft  the  iaflitude  of  bo- 
dily 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ML*  TArtOR,  THE  PLATOWIST.  109^ 

diVf  weaknefs,  the  pain  incident  to  uncommon 
fatigue,  and  the  immediate  prefTure  of  want. 

About  this  time  Mr-  T's  ftudies,  it  feems, 
were  chiefly  confined  to  chemiftiy.  Of  all  the 
authors  in  this  branch  of  natural  philofophy,  he 
was  mod  attached  to  Becher,  whofe  Pbyfica^ 
Subiirranea,  he  read  with  great  avidity,  and  be- 
came a  complete  convert  to  the  doctrines  of 
that  illufirious  chemift.  He  did  not,  however, 
Regle£^  mathematicks ;  but,  in  confequence  of 
having  thought  much  on  the  quadrature  of  the 
circle,  and  believing  he  had  difcovered  a  me* 
thod  by  whicb  the  redification  of  it  might  be 
geometrically,  though  not  arithmetically^  ob- 
tained, he  found  means  to  publiih  a  quarta 
pamphlet  on  that  .fubje£l,  which  he  entitled 
*i  A  new  Method  of  reafoning  in  Geometry/' 
The  fubftance  of  this*  pamphlet,  as  it  did  not 
attract  the  attention  of  the  publick,  he  has 
fince  given  to  the  world  in  a  note,  in  the  firfl 
volume  of  his  tranflation  of  Proclus  on  Euclid, 

Hitherto  Mr.  Taylor's  ftudies  may  be  con- 
iidered  as  merely  preparatory  to  thofe  fpecula- 
tions,  which  were  to  diftinguilh  him  in  the 
literary  world ;  at  leaft,  they  are  coniidered  in 
this  light  by  the  followers  of  Plato.  It  appears 
too,  that,  without  knowing  it,  he  was  led  to 
die  myftick  difcipline  of  that  fublimj^  philofo* 
pher,  in  the  exa£l  order  prefcribed  by  his  dif* 
ciples;  fix  he  began  with  fti>dying  the  works 
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of  Ariftotic*  He  was  induced^  it  kcms,  W 
engage  in  this  courfe  of  ftudy,  by  a  paflfage  in 
Sir  Kenelm  Digby's  treatife  **  on  Bodies  and 
"  Man's  Soul/^  in  which  he  fays,  **  that  the 
•*  name  of  Ariftotle  ought  never  to  be  men- 
**  tioned  by  fcholars  but  with  reverence,  on 
"  account  of  his  incomparable  worth/*  Thi^ 
eulogium  from  a  man  who  was  very  far  from 
being  a  Peripatetick,  determined  Mn  T.  to  enter 
on  the  ftudy  of  Ariftotle,  as  foon  he  could  pro- 
cure any  of  his  works,  and  had  fufficicntly  re- 
covered his  knowlege  of  Greek* 

By  a  fortunate  circumftance,  he  foon  met 
with  a  copy  of  that  philofopher's  Phyficks,  and 
before  he  had  read  a  page,  was  fo  enamoured 
with  his  pregnant  brevity,  accuracy,  and  depth, 
that  he  refolved  to  make  the  ftudy  of  Ariftotle'f 
philofophy  the  great  bufinefs  of  his  life.  Such, 
indeed,  was  his  avidity  to  accomplifti  this  defign, 
that  he  was  foon  able  to  read  that  great  mafter 
in  the  original ;  and  has  often  been  heard  to  fay, 
that  he  learned  Greek  rather  through  the  Greek 
philofophy,  than  the  Greek  philofophy  through 
Greek. 

However,  as  he  was  engaged  everyday  in*  the 
banking-hpufe  till  at  leaft  feven  in  the  evening, 
and  fometimes  till  nine  or  ten,  he  was  obliged 
to  devote  part  of  the  night  to  ftudy-  Hence  we 
are  informed,  that  for  feveral  years,  while  he  was 
at  the  banker's,  he  feldom  went  to  bed  before 
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two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  hav- 
ing, by  contemplative  habits,  learned  to  diveft 
himfelf  during  the  tincie  which  he  fet  apa^t  for 
ftudy  of  all  concern  about  the  common  affairs 
of  life,  his  attention  was  not  diverted  from  Arif- 
totle,  either  by  the  inconveniencies  arifing  from 
his  flender  income,  or  folicitude  about  the  bu(i« 
ncfs  of  the  day. 

By  the  affiftance  of  Ariftotle's  Greek  Interpre- 
ters, therefore,  Mr.  T.  read  the  Phyficks,  books 
de  Anima,  de  Calo,  Logick,  Morals,  and  Meta- 
phyficks,  of  that  philofopher:  for,  in  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  T.  a  man  might  as  reafonably  expeft  to 
underftand  Archimedes,  who  had  never  read 
Euclid,  as  to  comprehend  either  Ariftotle  or 
Plato,  fvba  wrote  obfcurely  from  defign^  without  the 
affiftance  of  their  Greek  commentators.  Hence 
he  has  often  been  heard  to  fay,  that  the  folly 
of  negleding  the  invaluable  commentaries  of  the 
ancients,  on  thofe  philofophers,  is  only  to  "be 
equalled  by  the  arrogance  of  fuch  as  afFeft  to 
defpife  them ;  fince  thefe  interpreters  poffefied  a 
traditional  knowledge  of  the  Greek  philofophy, 
had  books  to  confult  on  that  fubje£t  which  are 
now  loft,  fpent  their  whole  lives  in  the  ftudy  of 
it,  were  men  of  the  deepeft  erudition,  and  mufl: 
be  infinitely  better  qualified  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  the  text  of  Plato  and  Ariftotle, 
than  any  modern  can  pretend  to  be,  becaufe  the 
Greek  was  their  native  tongue,     Mr.  T.  even 
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carries  his  attachment  to  thefe  interpreters  (o  faf 
as  to  affert,  that  from  the  oblivion  iti  which 
they  have  been  fo  long  concealed,  the  pbiIofo<^ 
phy  of  Plato  and  Atiftotle  has  not  been  accu-* 
rately  underftood  for  upwards  of  a  thoufand 
years« 

Mr.  T.  therefore,  who,  by  divefting  himfelf  at 
night  of  thofe  habits  of  buiinefs  which  he  had 
been  contracting  in  the  day,  may  be  faid  in  this 
refpcft  to  have  refembled  Penelope,  made  it  a 
conftant  rule  to  digged  what  he  had  leanlfcd  from 
Ariftotle,  while  he  was  walking  about  with 
bills.  This,  when  he  was  once  mafter  of  his 
employment,  he  accompliflied  with  great  facility, 
without  either  committing  miftakes,  or  retard- 
ing his  bufinefs.  We  are,  indeed,  informed 
from  good  authority,  that  while  in  that  depart* 
ment,  he  was  always  diftinguiflied  for  accuracy 
and  difpatch ' 

Mr.  T.  having  in  this  manner  applied  him- 
felf to  the  ftudy  of  Ariftotle,  and  prefuming 
that  he  was  fufficiently  inftrufted  in  his  phi- 
lofophy,  betook  himfelf  to  the  more  fublime 
fpeculations  of  Plato;  confidering  the  Peripa* 
tetick  difciplih'e,  when  compared  with  that  of 
Plato,  as  bearing  the  relation  of  the  lefs  to  the 
greater  myfteries :  and  in  this  light  it  feems,  the 
two  philofophies  were  always  confidered  by  the 
befi  of  the  Platonifts. 

Mr.  T.  had  not  long  entered  on  the  fiudy  of 
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I^lafo,  before  he  met  with  the  works  of  Plotinus, 
which  he  fead,  we  are  told,  with  an  infatiable 
avidity,  and  the  motf  rapt.urous  delight,  notwith- 
ffanding  the  obfci/rity  of  his  diSioh,  and  the 
profundity  of  his  conceptions.  After  having 
been  Well  imbued  in  the  doftrines  of  Plotinus, 
he  betook  hiAifelf  to  the  fi^i  books  of  Proclus, 
on  the  Theology  of  Plato,  a  work  which  he 
found  to  be  fo  uncommonly  abftrufe,  that  he 
hks  been  heard  to  fay,  he  did  not  thoroughly 
underftalnd  it,  till  he  had  read  if  thrice  over. 

While  he  was  engaged  in  the  ftudy  of  Proclus, 
who  appears  upon  the  whole  to  be  of  all  the 
Platohifts  Mr.  T's  greateft  favourite,  the  cele- 
bl^ted  Mrs.  Woolftoncraft,  and  her  friend  Mifs 
Blood,  refided  with  our  Philofopher  for  nearly 
three  months.  Mr.  T.  has  been  known  to  ob- 
ferve  of  Mrs.  W.  that  during  her  ftay  with  him, 
he  thought  her  a  very  modeft,  ferifible,  and 
agreeable  young  lady ;  that  Ihe  often  heard  him 
explain  the  do£trines  of  Plato,  and  was  always 
pleafed  with  his  converfation  on  that  fubjeft ; 
but  confeffed  herfelf  more  inclined  to  an  adtive 
thin  a  contemplative  life.  She  often  too  com- 
plimented him  on  the  tranquillity  of  his  manners, 
and  ufed  to  call  the  little  room  vvhicn  he  made 
his  ftudy,  "  the  abode  of  peace." 

Mr.  T.  obferved,  that  he  afterwards*  called  on 

.her^Wten  flie  lived  in  George- ftreet,  and  that  he 

hsti  thdre  dnuik  mh€  With' her  out  of  a'ua  cup ; 
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Mrs.  W.  remarking  at  the  time,  that  flie  did  not 
give  herfelf  the  trouble  to  think  whether  a  wine- 
glafs  was  not  a  neceffary  utenfil  in  a  houfe.  .  He 
added,  he  has  heard  her  fay,  "  that  one  of  the 
•^  conditions  (he  fliould  make  previous  to  mar- 
"  riage,  with  the  man  (he  intended  for  her  huf- 
*'  band,  would  be  this — that  he  (hould  never 
•*  prefume  to  enter  the  room  in  which  (he  was 
**  fitting,  till  he  had  firft  knocked  at  the  door/* 

But  to  return  from  thefe  eccentricities,  which 
would  not  have  been  worthy  of  remark  in  a 
woman  of  lefs  merit,  to  our  J^latonift.  When 
Mr.  T.  had  been  nearly  fix  years  at  the  banking- 
houfe,  he  became  fo  difgufted  with  the  fervility 
of  the  employment,  and  found  his  health  fo  much 
impaired  from  the  combination  of  fevere  bodily 
and  mental  efforts,  added  to  an  incurable  difor- 
der  in  the  bladder,  which  he  had  laboured  under 
for  a  long  time,  that  he  determined  to  emanci* 
pate  himfelf,  if  poflible,  from  flavery,  and  live 
by  the  exertion  of  his  talents. 

In  order  to  efFeft  this,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  a  fubjeft,  which  he  jiad  often  thought  on  in 
the  days  of  his  youth,  viz.  the  poffibility  of 
making  a  perfttual  lamp ;  as  he  was  convinced 
from  Licetus  and  Bifhop  Wilkins,  that  fuch 
lamps  had  been  con(lru6led  by  the  ancients.  He 
began,  therefore,  to  make  fome  experiments  with 
phofphorus,  determining  for  a  while  to  defcend 
from  mind  to  matter,  and  (loop  in  order  to  con- 
quer 
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6tter.  In  the  cburfe  of  thefe  experiments,  lie 
found  that  oil  ^nd  fait  boiled  together,  in  a  cer- 
tein  pi*6p6ttit)n,  formed  a  fluid,  ivhich  when 
phofphorus  was  immerfed  in  it,  both  preferved 
^d  increifed  its  fplepdor. 
•  In  confequence  6f  thisdifcoveiy,  he  exhibited 
At  the  Free  Maforis*  taveril  a  fpecimen  of  phof- 
phoric  light,  fufficient  to  tead  by  at  the  diftaiice 
<tf  a  yard  J  but  the  room  in  whidh  this  was 
fliewn  being  fmall,  and  very  warm  fr6m  the 
weather,  arid  the  nUmber  of  perfons  that  came 
fo  fee  it,  the  phofphofus  caught  fife,  and  thus 
raifed  a  prejudice  againft  the  'invention,  which 
could  never  afterwards  be  removed.  This  ex- 
hibition, however,  procured  Mr.  T.  fuch  friends* 
d  sat  length  enabled  him  to  emancipate  himfelf 
from  the  banker's,  and  procure  fubfiftence  for 
himfelf  and  his  family  by  literary  toil. 

His  firft  effort  rftef  this,  to  emerge  ffom  ob- 
Icurity,  was  by  compofing  twelve  LeSlures  on 
the  Platonid  philofophy,  dt  the  requeft  of  Mr. 
Flaxman,  the  ftatuary,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
auditors  of  Mr.  T's  Lefture  oft  Light,  and  who 
Very  benevolently  permitted  him  to  read  his 
Ledures  in  the  lafgeft  room  of  his  hpufe.  Hd 
likewifc  procured  for  him  fome  very  re^eftable 
auditors^  fuch  as  Sir  William  Fordyce,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Darner,  Mrs,  Cofway,  Mr.  Romney,  &c. 

*  Thuy  we  are  informed,  was  principally  througli  the  nieana^ 
9t  Mr.  Geo.  Cumberhlndy  the  author  pf  feveral  ingenious  woikf* 
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^o.  and  was  the  means  of  his  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Beonet  LaBgton>  well 
known  for  his  great  intimacy  with  the  late 
Dr.  Johnfon. 

To  this  gentleman  he  read  his  Platonic  Lec- 
tures, with  which  Mr.  L.  was  fo  much  pleafed, 
as  likewife  with  the  converfation  and  unjcom- 
mon  application  which  our  Platonift  had  givea 
to  (ludy,  that  he  at  length  meatioqed  him  to  the 
king,  under  the  appellation  of  a  gigantic  reader^ 
in  hopes  that  the  rays  of  royal  attention  might 
be  fo  ftrongly  collected  upon  him,  a3  to  diffir* 
pate  the  obfcurity  in  which  he  was  then  involved^ 
and  give  additional  vigour  and  ardour  to  his  pur- 
fuits.  Mr  L.  it  feems,  mentioned  him  thrice 
to  his  majefty,  who  was.pleafed  to  enquire  after 
his  family,  and  to  exprefs  his  admiration  of 
Mr.  T's.  ardour  and  perfeverance  in  the  purfuit 
of  knowlege,  in  a  fituation  fo  unfavourable  to 
its  acquifition  as  that  of  a  banl^er's  clerk ;  but 
we  do  not  find  that  this  well-meant  effort  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  L.  procured  our  Fiatoniit  any  pa** 
tronage  from  the  throne. 

About  this  time,  Mr.  T.  became  acquainted 
with  Mr.  William  Meredith  of  Harley-place,  a 
cJixuinftance  which  he  juftly  con^dei^  as  f<»rm- 
ing,  by  far,  one  of  the  moft  important  and  for- 
tunate events  of  his  life.  This  ^ntleman»  as  wc 
are  informed,  in  addition  to  an.  ample  fortune, 
jppffeffes  a  moft  elegant  and  liberal  mind;  and 

though 
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though  concerned  in  a  very  exteniive  trade, 
has  found  ]eifure  for  the  ftudy  of  the  beft  En- 
gli(h  writers,  and  the  beft  Englifti  tranilations  of 
the  works  of  the  ancients.  He  became  deeply 
enamoured  with  the  do£krines  of  Plato,  from 
reading  Mr.  Sydenham's  tranflation  of  fome  of 
that  phi]ofopher's  dialogues ;  and  this  foiidnefs 
for  Plato,  at  length  occafioned  his  attachment 
to  Mr.  Taylor. 

We  are  happy  in  being  able  to  aflure  the 
public  on  good  authority,  that  under  the  very 
noble  and  lingular  patronage  of  this  gentleman, 
and  his  brother  Mr.  George  Meredith,  Mr.  T. 
was  enabled  to  give  the  world  his  tranflation  of 
•*  the  Hymns  of  Orpheus,"  the  "  Commenta- 
"  ries  of  Proclus  on  Euclid,"  and  "  the  Fable 
«  of  Cupid  and  Pfyche."  The  abilities  of  the 
latter  of  thefe  gentlemen  in  the  art  he  profef- 
fes*,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  Gothic  archi- 
te£iiire,  which  he  has  difplayed  in  many  beau- 
tiful drawings,  have  feldom  been  equalled,  and 
will  rarely  be  excelled.  We  Hkewife  do  not, 
in  the  leaft  doubt  but  that  Mr.  T.  in  the  courfc 
of  his  ftormy  life,  has  experienced  the  liberality  . 
of  thefe  gentlemen  upon  occafions  with  which 
we  are  entirely  unacquainted. 

While  Mr.  T.  was  engaged,  uhffer  the  patron- 
age of  Meifrs.  W*  and  G.  M.  in  tranflating  and 

*  Architedure. 
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iJluftrating  at  his  leifure  hours  the  Commentaries 
of  Proclus  (for  the  principal  part  of  his  time 
was  employed  in  teaching  the  Claifics),  the 
Marquis  de  Valady  took  up  his  refidence  for  three 
or  four  months  at  Mr.  T's  houfe.  As  the  public 
have  already  been  much  gratified  with  anecdotes* 
of  this  Angular  charafter,  and  particularly  with 
his  adventures  with  Mr.  T.  we  (hall  infert  in 
addition  to  thofe,  the  following  particulars^ 
which  our  Platonift  has  been  hefird  to  mention 
refpefting  him.  . 

The  Marquis,  who  pro feffed  himfelf.a  rigid 
Pythagorean,  under  the  notion  that  a  commu- 
nity of  poffeffions  in  every  thing  was  perfeftly  Py- 
thagoric,  often  converfed  with  Mr.  T.  on  this 
fubje£t,  and  once  afked  him,  if  he  did  not  think 
it  confident  with  Pythagorean  friendftilp>  for  the 
wife  of  the  married  to  be  ihared  by  the  unmar- 
ried friend?  The  hint  was  broad,  but  Mr.  T. 
thought  proper  not  to  take  it  5  on  the  contrar}% 
he  feverely  reprobated  the  idea,  ^s  entirely  fo- 
reign from  that  purity  of  condu6t  which  forms 
the  ^bafis  of  the  Pythagoric  and  Platonic  pht^ 
Jofophy. 

He  likewife  once  told  Mr.  T.  that  if  he  had  a 
fon,  he  fliould  make  him,  as  foon  as  he  had  the 
proper  ufe  of  his  limbsj  climb  a  high  tree  eveiy 

*  See  ^<  BiograpUcal  Anecdotes  of  the  Founden  of  the  Frtncl^ 
Eepublick.^'  Vol.  I, 
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morning  for  his  breakfaft,  and  afterwards  fling 
bim  into  a  river,  in  order  to  learn  him  to  fwim. 

Dining  once  at  Mr.  Bennet  Langton's  with 
Mr.  T.  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Burney,  and  many  other 
eminent  fcholars,  he  exclaimed  to  his  friend,  as 
foon  as  he  left  the  houfc,  "  God  keep  me  from 
'*  Critics!**  This  was  occafioned  by  a  difpute 
which  arofe  at  that  time  refpe£Kng  the  propriety 
of  the  epithet  ocean  ftreatHy  which  Mr.  T.  had 
made  ufe  of  in  bis  tranflation  of  one  of  the  Or- 
phic hymns.  Mr.  T.  urged  in  his  defence,  that 
this  epithet  was  employed  by  Homer,  Hefiod  and 
Plato.  To  this  Dr.  B.  replied,  that  Homer  in* 
deed  had  the  expreflion  uyLcocfov  "tcSIuimv^  the  oceans- 
river^  but  that  a  r;v^  wasnot  zjtream.  Mr.  T. 
then  obferved,  that  thefe  words  were  confidered 
as  fynonimous  by  no  lefs  poets  than  Milton  and 
Sir  John  Denham.  By  Milton,  when  fpeaking 
of  the  Jeviathan  (F^radife  Lpft,  book  I.},  he 
fays, 


>  or  that  fca  b^fi 


'^  LeviathaD,  whom  God  of  all  his  works 

**  Created  hugeil,  that  fwim  th'  ocean  ftrtam.^ 

And  by  Denham,  in  the  iirft  of  thofe  famous 
lines  on  the  Thames : 

<«  O  could  I  flow  like  tkee»  and  make  lYxfftreMm 
'*  fj/lj  fftiX  exemplar,  as  it  b  my  theme." 

The  genius  of  the  Marquis  feemed  naturally 
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inclined  to  wan  Whenever  he  went  to  bed,  he 
was  heard  to  repeat  as  he  was  going  up  flairs, 
thofe  animated  lines  of  Neptune  to  the  Greeks* 
from  the  Jliad  by  Pope: 


.  <(  On  dafiards>  dead  to  hmt^ 


^  I  wafte  no  anger,  for  they  feel  no  fliamel*' 

And  if  eyer  any  one  atte^npted  to  prove  that 
mqdern  warriors  were  equally  heroic  with  the 
ancient  pnes,  he  would  indignantly  exclaim^  in 
the  words  of  Minerva  to  Tydides : 

**  Such  Tydeus  was,  and  fuch  his  martial  fire ; 
^  Gods!  how  the  fon  degenerates  iroro  the  lire.^ 

We  find  that  Mr*  T.  foon  after  the  lyiarquis 
left  him,  came  into  the  poffeffion  of  fix  or  feyen 
hundred  pounds,  in  confequence^of  the  death  of 
a  relation  of  his  wife.  A  confiderable  part  of 
this  it  feems,  Mr.  T,  fpent  in  relieving  the  ne- 
cefTities  of  his  own  relations;  but  was  not  fuf- 
ficiently  a  man  of  the  world  to  know  how  to  dif- 
pofe  of  the  remaining  part  of  it  to  his  own 
advantage.  About  five  or  fix  years  after  this, 
he  again  feems  to  have  laboured  under  the 
preffure.of  want;  to  relieve  which;  with  in- 
credible diligence,  he  tranflated,  and  illjuftrated 
with  copious  introductions  and  forae  notes,  five 
of  the  moft  abftrufe  of  Plato's  Dialogues,  in  the 
fliort  fpace  of  about  feven  months  ;  the  copy  of 
which  he  fold  for  no  4npre  \}x&n  (oxtj  pounds ! 

After 
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After  this,  he  wrote  his  "  Diflertation  on  the 
'^  Eleufinian  and  Bacchic  Myftevies,"  iq  confe* 
quence  of  forae  confiderable  inforraauQn  on  that 
fubjefl  which  he  had  obtained  from  the  perufal 
of  three  Greek  manufcripts  in. the  British  Mu- 
feum.  One  of  thefe,  it  feems,  is  the  Commen- 
tary of  Proclus  on  the  Parmenides  of  Plato,  and 
^is  a  folio  volume  coni^fting  of  upwards  of  five 
hundred  pages.'  This  with  the  other  two,  which 
are  likewife  folio  volumes  of  no  inconfiderabla 
fize,  Mr.  T.  had  the  courage  to  copy  lor  his 
own  private  ufe. 

Shortly  after  this,  he  tranflated  the  Pktonic 
Salluft  ''  On  the  Gods  and  the  World;-  tha 
"  Pythagoriq  Sentences  of  Demophilus ;"  and  • 
Five  Hymns  of  Proclus:  likewife  Two  Orations 
of  the  Enciperor  Julian;  and  Five  Books  of 
Plptinus :  all  which,  we  are  inforined,  he  fold 
for  no  more  than  twenty  pounds ! 

But  the  moft  labourious  of  all  his  undertakings, 
and  for  which  he  feems  to  have  received  lefe  in 
proportion  than  for  any  of  his  other  publication^^ 
was  his  tranflation  of  PauiiaQia3.  When,  tbi^ 
talk  was  firft  propofed  to  Mn  T.  by  th^  book- 
feller,  Mr.  Samuel  Patterfon,  well  known  to  thiB 
literary  world  by  feveral  very  ingenious  pujbJl- 
cations,  happening  to  be  prefent,  obfcrved, 
*'  that  it  was  enough  to  break  a.man's.hea/'t" 
^f  p.  (replied  the  bookfeller)  nothing  will  br.eak 
•the  heart  of  Mr.  T-1"'   This,  HecoulBan  tehour 
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our  Platonift  accomplifhed  in  the  fpace  of  ten 
raonths,  though  the  notes  are  of  fuch  an  ex^ 
tent,  and  fo  full  of  uncommonly  abftrufe  learn- 
ing, that  the  compofition  of  them  might  be 
fuppofed  to  have  taken  up  a  much  longer  time. 
For  that  arduous  work,  we  almoft  blufh  to  fay, 
Mr.  T.  received  no  more  than  fixty  pounds ;  and 
we  are  grieved  to  add,  that  his  health  was 
greatly  injured  by  his  exceflive  application 
on  that  occafion.  We  are  indeed  informed,  that 
the  debility  of  his  body  became  fo  extreme  after 
this,  that  at  times  he  was  incapable  of  any  exer* 
tion ;  and  what  is  Angular,  he  has  ever  fince  been 
deprived  of  the  ufe  of  his  forefinger  in  writing, 

Oiir  Platonifl,  however,  in  a  fhort  time  exhi' 
bited  an  indubitable  proof  that  he  poffefles  an 
ardour  which  neither  toil  can  abate,  embarraiT- 
xnents  impede,  nor  even  debility  extinguifli  j  and 
which,  like  gunpowder  fet  on  fire,  feems  to  rife 
with  renewed  vigour,  in  proportion  as  it  has 
been  compreffed.  Notwithftanding  the  extreme 
laflitude  of  his  whole  bodily  frame,  and  the  difii^ 
culty  with  which  he  was  able  to  write,  he  en- 
gaged, under  the  patronage  of  an  anonymous 
gentleman  of  fortune,  to  tranflate  all  thofe  dia- 
logues of  Plato  which  have  not  been  clothed  in 
our  native  drefs  by  Mr.  Sydenham  and  others, 
together  with  his  epiftles,  in  order  that  by  revif- 
ing  what  has  been  already  done,  he  might  give 
the  whole  of  Plato  to  the  world  in  anEngKih 

garb. 
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garb.  This  great  undertaking  we  underftand  he 
accompHlhed  in  the  fpace  of  about  two  year^ ; 
and  the  work  now  only  waits  for  a  liberal  par 
tronage  to  be  made  public. 

Under  the  patronage  too  of  the  fame  gentle- 
man, he  hpjs  tranflated  the  greater  part  of  Ari- 
ftotle's  Nichomachean  Ethics,  and  at  prefent 
we  hear  Meflrs.  W.  and  G.  Meredith  have  en- 
gaged him  to  tranilate  AriftotIe*s  Metaph}rfics» 
of  which  he  has  already  nearly  acconipUIhed  the 
three  iirft  books. 

We  are  likewife  happy  to  inform  the  public, 
from  good  authority,  that  Thomas  Brand  HoUis, 
efq.  has  been  for  many  years  very  much  attached 
to  our  PJ^tonift;  that  he  frequently  invites  him 
to  his  table ;  and  that  he  has  always  fliewn  hinw 
felf  adive  in  promoting  his  welfare,  though  we 
are  uncertain  as  to  the  time  when  Mr.  T's  inti- 
macy with  Mr.  Hollis  commenced. 

We  ihall  only  add,  that  Mr.  T.  is  at  prefent 
affiftant  fecretary  to  the  Society  for  the  Encou- 
ragement of  Arts,Manufa£lures,  and  Commerce ; 
a  fituation  which  he  obtained  by  a  very  confider- 
tkhlt  majority  of  votes,  through  the  uncommon 
exertions  of  his  friends  j  and  that  prior  to  this, 
fome  of  them  had  procured  him  a  fituation  in 
one  of  the  public  offices,  to  the  fatigues  of 
which  finding  his  ftrength  by  no  means  adequate^ 
9q4  thp  employment  appearing  to  him  extreme- 
ly 
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ly  fervile,  he  relinquifhed  it  almod  immediately 
aiter  his  nomination,  and  compofed  the  follow- 
ing lines  on  the  occalion : 

To  ev'ry  power  that  reigns  on  high. 

Swifter  than  h'ght  my  thanks  fhall  fly. 

That,  from  the  B****s  dark  dungeons  free, 

I  once  more  bail  fvreet  liberty. 

For  Aire,  I  ween,  fate  ne'er  me  doomed 

Tb  be  *midft  fordid  cares  entomb'di 

And  vilely  wade  in  groveling  toil 

The  mid-day  blaze  and  midnight  oil. 

To  fome  poor  darkling  de(k  confin'd  ; 

While  the  wing'd  energies  of  mind 

Opprcfs*d  and  crulh'd,  and  vanquifli'd  lie,  ^ 

And  lofe  at  length  the  power  to  fly. 

A  doom  like  this  be  his  alonr. 
To  whom  truth's  charms  were  never  known ; 
Who  many  (leeplefs  nights  has  fpent, 
Ib  fchemca  full  fraught  with  ctni.  per  ctuU 
Tlie  (lave  of  av'rice,  child  of  care, 
Ai«d  loft  to  all  that's  good  and  fair* 
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GENERAL  MELVILLE, 

A  Man  of  amiable  manners^  and  extenfive 
information,  is  the  fon  of  a  Scotch  gentleman  of 
fmall  fortune.  Entering  early  into  the  army,  at 
the  beginmng  of  the  war  of  1 756,  he  bad  riien 
to  the  rank  of  major,  in  the  38th,  or  Durore's, 
regiment  of  foot  5  with  which  regiment  he  em- 
barked for  the  Weft-Indies,  and  ferved  under 
General  Hopfon  when  that  officer  made  hk'un- 
faccefsful  attack  on  Martinico. 

The  army  having  after  thiB  proceeded  to  Gua- 
daloupe,  the  major  ferved  under  General  Barrings 
ton  in  the  reduflion  of  that  place ;  and  when 
Fort-Royal  was  taken>  he  was  appointed  to  com*^ 
mand  it.  No  fooner  was  he  inverted  with  this 
poft,  than  he  was  immediately  attacked  b/  th(f 
enemy ;  but  by  a  judicious  fally  he  forced  their 
entrenchments,  and  fpiked  their  cannon.  On 
this  occaiion  the  commandant  was  wounded,  but 
not  fb  as  to  preclude  him  from  the  exercife  of 
his  talents,  for  he  was  entruftedby  the  conqueror 
with  the  office  of  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
ifland. 

Soon  after  this^  he  was  made  lieut^naht-colo^ 
nel  of  the  38th  regiment,  which,  we  believe,  is 
the  laid  repmmt^  promotion  he  obtained  in  the 
army. 

On 
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On  the  eftablilhment  of  the  governments  of 
the  ceded  iflands  upon  the  peace.  Colonel  Mel* 
ville  was  appointed  govei'nof  of  Grenada,  iit 
which  capacity  he  refided  on  the  fpot  for  fcve- 
lal  yedrs,  and  acquired  a  handfofne  eftate  the^e. 
While  in  this  fituation,  he  was  honoured  with 
the  local  rank  of  major-general  ^tn  the  Weft* 
Indies,  and  hasfince  rifen  ta  the  fnUrank  of  ge- 
neral in  the  army,  to  which  ftataon  he  was  proi- 
motedin-iySo. 

.  This  gentleman's  ample  fortune,  and  the  tm* 
fortunate  *  accident  which  deprived  him  of  hit 
fight,  have  rendered  any  profitable  poft  in  the 
army  on  the  one  hand  unneceflary,  and  on  the 
other  impracticable. 

Since  his  return  from  the  Weft-Indies,  the 
general  has  aflbciated  much  with  the  literary 
world,  and  to  his  honour  be  it  fpoken,  has  been 
very  adlive  in  promoting  public  charities  of 
all  kinds,  of  which  the  prefent  flouriftiing  ftate 
of  the  Scots'  corporation  is  a  ftrong  evidence. 
He  has  alfo  written  two  or  three  much  efteemed 
papers  for  the  Royal  Society,  of  which  he  is  a 
member ;  thefe  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  Philo* 
fophical  Tranfadions. 

When  Tobago  was  relinqui(hed  at  the  peace 
of  1783,    General  Melville   and  Sir  William 

*  This  melancholy  eirent  occurred  10  coofequence  of  the  eio- 
plofion  of  fome  gun*powder,  white  in  adual  ferrice. 
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Younge  were  fent  to  France  by  the  proprietors 
of  lands  in  that  iflanfl,  to  folicit  fome  terms  in 
their  favour,  as  it  had  been  ceded  without  the 
neceflary  ftipulations  for  their  property.  Their 
miflion^  although  not  completely  fuccefsful,  was 
on  the  whole  profperous^ 

While  General  Melville  governed  Grenada,  a 
party  was  formed,  and  fome  complaints  were  tranf- 
mitted  home  againil  him :  it  is  but  candid,  how^ 
ever,  to  fuppofe,  what  every  one  perfonally  ac- 
quainted with  that  gentleman  will  be  moft  readily 
difpofed  to  believe,  that  on  this,  as  on  every  other 
occafion^  he  conduced  himfelf,  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  propriety. 

The  General  is  a  man  of  very  liberal  princi- 
ples, both  in  refpeft  to  politics  and  religion, 
having  voted  at  the  Weftminfter  eleftion  for 
John  Home  Tooke,  efq.  and  been  one  of  the 
fubfcribers  to  Mr.  David  Williams's  chapel,  in 
Mortimer-ftreet. 

We  have  only  to  add,  that  he  is  uncommonly 
fkiUed  in  military  affairs,  and  that  his  general 
converfation  is  rarely  to  be  equalled  for  its  fiu^ 
cncy  and  propriety. 
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BEILBY  PORTEUS,  D.D, 
ioiD  ^ish6p  at  Iondok. 

RELIGION,  in  looking  rotind  Ambii^  Ui 
moft  brilliant  ornaments,  and  moft  poNv6rful  ad- 
vocates of  the  prefent  age,  can  hardly  fix  upon 
a  more  favourite  objeft,  than  the  very  amiable 
attd  truly  primitive  prelate,  who  now  claims  olir 
notice.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  depreciate  tlie 
rtierits  of  any  divin^',  thuch  lefe  to  exalt  the 
liharafter  of  one  member  of  the  epifcopacy  at 
the  ex  pence  of  another.  Still  we  are  confident, 
that  all  ranks  arid  parties  will  agree  with'  us  in 
feying;  that  a  mbre  bfeautiful  pifture  of  genoihe' 
dhriftiart  fimplicity,  united  with  epifcopal  dig- 
nity, was*  nev^r  exhibited  to  public  obferva- 
iRon,  than'  ifi  tttii  fubj^£t  of  this  bidgraphical 
iketch. 

^  Df.  Bclilby  Portfeus  is*  a  native  of  Yortfliirc, 
and  was  borri  about  1731.  His  father'  wa3'  a* 
reputable  tradrifmtm,  v^Ho,  after  giving  his  fon 
a  good  education,  at  the  grammar  fchool  of' 
Rippon,  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hyde,  fent  him  to 
Cambridge,  where  he  was  entered  of  Chrift's 
College.  In  this  refpe£table  fociety  he  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  an  afliduous  application  to 
his  ftudies,  direding  them  in  an  efpecial  man- 
ner to  that  facred  fun£tion  for  which  he  had  an 
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early  predile^ion,  and  in  which  he  has  iince  fo 
eminently  (hone. 

He  took  his  degree  of  B.A:  in  1752,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fame  year  gained  one  of  the 
medals  given,  for  the  beft  claffical  eflay  by  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Uiti- 
verfily, 

March  14,  1754,  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  Efquire  Beadles  of  the  Univerfity,  which 
office  he  refigncd  July  j^  i755>  and  in  the  fame 
year,  took  his  degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts.  Nearly 
about  this  period  he  was  ele6led  Fellow  of  his 
College,  and  was  made  one  of  the  preachers  at 
Whitehall  chapel.  In  1759,  he  obtained  the 
Seatonian  prize,  for  the  beft  compofition  on 
Death.  This  poem  evinces  great  poetical 
powers,  and  as  it  is  the  only  piec2  of  his,  in 
this  line,  that  has  ever  appeared  in  public^ 
except  a  few  verfes  on  the  death  of  the  late 
king,  we  truft  that  the  reader  will  be  pleafed 
with  an  extrafl  from  it  in  this  place.  The  part 
we  fele£t  is  the  poet's  concludiag  prayer : 

**  At  thy  good  time, 
^  Let  death  approach ;  I  reck  not— let  him  but  come 
**'  in  genuine  form,  not  with  thy  vengeance  ann'd, 
^  Too  much  for  man  to  bear.     O  rather  lend 
**  Thy  kindly  aid,  to  mitigate  his  flroke. 

^  And  at  that  hour,  when  all  aghaft  I  flaod 
*^  ( A  trembling  candidate  for  thy  compaffidn) 
^  On  this  world's  brink,  and  look  into  the  next; 
*'  When  my  foul,  flaning  from  the  dark  unknown, 
**  Caflft  back  a  wilhfal  look,  and  fondly  clings 
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i  ^  To  her  frail  pr^p/  unwilling  tp  be  wrmch'd  .  ^ 

'•  From  (his  fair  fctnc,  from  ail  her  'cuftom'd' jojr^, 
•*  And  all  the  lovely  r^bdves  of  life, 
**.  Then  flicd  thy  comforts  o'er  me  5  then  put  on 
•*  The  gcntlcfl  of  thy  looks.-*Let  no  dark  crimes, 
'<  In  all  their  hideous  ferms  then  ftarting  ap, 

•  '*  Plant  thcmfdves  round  nny  conch  in  grim.arr^y, 
^  And  fhib  my  bleeding  heart  with  two-edg'd  torture«p* 
'^  Senfe  of  paft  guilr,  and  dread  of  future  woe. 
"  Far  be  the  ghaftly  crew  !  And  in  their  ftead 

'  *'  Let  cheerful  memory,  from  her  purelV  cells, 
^  Lead  forth  a  goodly  train  of  virtues  fair, 
^*  CheridiM  in  earliefl  youth,  now  paying  back, 
**  With  tenfold  ufury,  the  pious  care, 
**  And  pouring  o*er  my  wounds  the  heav'nly  balm 
*\  Of  confcious  innocence.    But  chiefly  Thou, 
•*  Whom  foft-ey 'd'  Pity  once  led  down  from  heat*n 
^  To  bleed  for  mstn,  to  teach  him  how  to  live, 

:  ^*  And,  oh !  fltU  harder  leflbn !  how  to  die ; 
^  Difdain  not  Thou  to  fmooth  the  reiliefs  bed 
*'  Of  ficknefs  and  of  pain.    Forgive  the  tear 
**  That  feeble  nature  drops,  calm  all  her  fears» 
**  Wake  all  her  hopes,  and  animate  her  fakh, 
*'  TiH  my  rapt  foul,  anticipating  heaven,    * 

*. ««  Burfls  from  the  thraldom  of  incumbVing  clay, 
^  Andf  on  ;he  wings  of  ecfiacy  upborne, 
<*  Springs  into  ttbl^rty,  and  light,  and  life  !" 

In  1760,  appeared  a  fingular  piece  of  infide- 
lity, under  the  title  of  "The  Hiftory  of  the  Man 
after  GodVbwn  Heart,"  written,  bv  Peter  An- 
net,  with  a  view  of  expofing  the.  facred  hiftory 
to  contempt,  on  account  of  the  defefts  in  the 
charafter  of  David.  Though  this  performance 
was  exceedingly  deiicient  in  point  of  argument, 
.   .  it 
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from  its'fdphiftry,  boldnefs,  and  vivacity*  Oa 
this  account,  ieveral  aljle  yriter^  undetjopk  tp 
vindicate  the  fcriptures,  and  among  the  reft  oxxt 
ingenious  divine  publiihed  a  (trtnon,  preached 
Nov,  29^  i76i>  befofe  the  Utiiverfity  of-  Cam-^ 
bridge,  which  he  entitle^  «  Thct  Chataft.fer  of 
David,  King  of  Ifrael,  iip partially  ftated*^* 

This  difcourfe>  it  is  fuppofed,  reconunended 
him  to  the  patronage  of  Dr*;  Seeker^  then  Arch-* 
bilhop  of  Canterbury,  who  appointed  him  a^out 
this  time  one  of  his  domefiick-c^pl9in8,;jand  in 
1762  prefented  him  to  the  rcQory  of  Witter-> 
iham^  in  Kent4  V   J.' 

In  1764,  that  excellent  p»late^gal!ie  iiira  th^ 
rectory  of  Bucking,  in  thefaipe  pounty,  aftd  aif(» 
a  prebendal  ftall  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Pe* 
tcrborough. 

May  1.3, 1765,  iAt.  PorteUs  was  married  by  thd 
Archbifhop  to  Mifs  Hodgfon,  of  Parliament- 
ftreet,  and  in  the  fame  year  be  obtaioed  the  valua- 
ble living  of  Hunton.  Me  was  created  doftor  of* 
divinity,  July  7,  1767,  and  in  the  month  foUot^r- 
ing  the  Archbifliop  gave  him  the.re£tory  of  Lam^ 
be  tb,vacant  by  the  death  of  Dr.Demie,  with  which 
he  was  allowed  to  hold  t^e  t^&c^y.  of  Hunton. 

In  1768  Archjbiihop  S^k^r.died,  and  by  biV 
will  intruded  to  his  chaplains,^  Drs.  Porteus  and 
Stinton^  the  re^^Qpn  and  publication  of  his 
Lettuces  oa*  the. Church  .Cafcecbifis,  Sermonsj^ 
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Ztc.  Thfs  truft  was  moft  faithfully  executed  j 
and  to  the  fermons  ,  which  were  publiOied  in 
t77o,  was  prefixed  an  elegant  memoir,  refpeft- 
ing  the  venet^aWe  author,  folely  written  by  Dn 
Porteus )  thl&  w^s  reprinted  in  a  feparatc  form 
in  1798,  with  additfons,  and  it  is  furely  fuflicient 
praife  to  obfefve^  that  this  piece  of  biography 
obtained  the  approbation  of  Dr.  Johnfon. 

In  1776,  our  divine  became  mafter  of  St. 
Crofs,  an  optieh  of  Archbifhop  Seeker;  and 
in  January  foHowirig  he  was  defervedly  raif- 
<d  to  the  epifcopal  bench,  by-the  tranflation  of 
Dr.-  Markham  from  the  fee  of  Chefter  to  the 
Airchbifhoprick  of  York.  This  promotion,  it  is 
jfenefally  underftood,  was  owing  to  the  imme* 
diate  folicitation  of  the  Queen,  to  whom  Dr; 
Porteus  had  been  particularly  acceptable  as  a 
private  chaplain,  when  (he  was  indifpofed.  In 
this  ftation  he' conduced  himfelf  witli  primitive 
zeal,  tod  blended  with  true  cpifcopal  dignity 
all  the  fimplfeity  and  eameftnefs  of  a  cliriRiaa 
minifter.      '    .         >  • 

In  i776,obl€rving  the  negligfence  with  whicK 
that  awful  day  appropriated  by  the  church'.  In 
early  ages,  to  the  commemoration  of  the  fufter- 
ing^  and  death  of  th^  Redeemer  was  treated,  ef- 
pecially  in  the-  metropolis,  his'lordfliip  printed 
«*  An  earneft  EihtoPtattotf  to  the*  religious  Obfer* 
**  vance  of  Good  Fiidiy,  Ih  ^  Letter  to  thic  Iri- 
"*  habitants  of  Lambcfth/'    This  addifefs  aceite^ 
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confid^rable  notice,  and  the  ihgenidus  Mr » Robert 
Robinfon^  of  Cambridge/ pubHfbed  a  pamphlet 
in  reply  to  it,  under  the  title  of  the  "  Hiftory 
*'  and  Myftery  of  Good  Friday." 

The  Bi(hop,  however,  had  the  fatisfa£kion  to 
fee.  that  his  exhortation  was.  attended  with  the 
defired  effe£ls.  The  Society  for.  promoting  ; 
Chrifiian  Knowledge  feconded  liis  laudable  en* 
deavours,  by  caufing  his.  pamphlet  to  l>e  printed 
in  a  cheap  form,  and  circulated  in  great  abund- 
ance, by  which  means,  number»  were  induced  to 
£ee  the  neceffity  of  payings  a  proper  refpe£t  to 
this  folemn  anniverfary ;  fo  thiat  from  that  time 
it  has  ufually  l>e<fi  kept  in  the  metropolis  and 
its  vicinity  with  great  ftridnefs# . 

Iq  17^3,  the  Biihop  of  Cheftcr  preached  be- 
fore the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gofpel  in 
Foreign  Parts,  on:  which  oceaiion  he  pleaded  in  a 
forcible  and  pathetic  manner  the  caufe  of  the 
African  flaves,  in  our  Weft,  faidian  fettlements. 
This  fermon  attraded  confiderable  notice  ;  and 
led  the  way  to  great  exertions  On  behalf  of  thofe 
unfortunate  vi£tims  of  avarice  and  oppreflion. 

In  1787,  on  the  death  of  Biihop  Lowth,  Dr. 
Porteus  was  tranflated  to  the  fee  of  London,  a 
circumftance .  which  gave  univerfal  fatisfa£lion  ^ 
to  every  friend  of  religion,  whether  in  or  out  of 
the  eftablifhment. 

In  1792,  his  Lordihip  was  the  meaiis  of  found- 
ing a  Ibciety  for  the  conversion  of  the  negro 
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flftves  fn  the  Weft  Indies,  which  we  havie  th(j 
ftt isAk^ion  tb'tfiha  has  been  very  ftfccefsf uJ.  His 
e^le/tlbiis  in  the'caufe  of  chriftianity  have  been 
unremitted,  and  condufted  upon  the  moft  liberal 
p^iTSa'^its.''-  Thtf'rbpcath  of  cenfur^  has 'not  ven- 
Uiftd-to  affail  hi&mainc,  even  with  the  fufpicicni 
.  of  i^ep^oach.^v'MCTiof.  all  parties  have  concur- 
red in  prai/irigniisiicaadour,  faithfalraefs^  moderar 
«ionv  and  JiberaJil5r<rf  mind.  •*•'•:•' 

'  In^  order  to  coiitttseiaft.  the  fpirit cf  infidelity,  his 
Lbrdfbrp  commenced:  during  laft  Lent  a  ferie^  rf 
lettures  on  the  Tpith  of  th^  Qofpel  Hiftoryyand 
the  DWiiiity  of  Ghrift's  MifBbn,  which  he  preach^ 
ed  in  St.  James-s*  church,'  Weftminfterj  ind 
which  will  be  refutned  at  the  faofie  feafon  neart 
year!^  ^' I'hefe  were:  delivered  every  Friday,  be- 
fore crowded  and  admiring  audiences,  compofed 
^f  pdfpfbns  of  all<per(uaiidn&  Mis.  warm  and  irit 
pr^flivc  manner,  :phin:  but  forcible  language^ 
cknr  and  convincing  arguments,  aided  by  a  mb& 
cafptiv^vting  el^ueqce,  not  only  drew  from  the 
multitudes  who  heard  him  the  unanimous  voice 
of  applaufe,  but,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  produced  a 
more  fubftantial  ^ood,  in  bringing  convi£lion 
home  to  many  minds.  «         - 

The  Biihop  is,  we  beiie^e^  a  more  frequent 
preacher  than  the  reft  of  his  brethren  j  for  he 
is  not  only  ready  to  aflift  public  charities  by  his 
elocution,  but  during  his  fumiher  refidencd  in 
the  country,  he  often  afcends  the  pulpit  to  ex- 
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j)Iain  the  principles^  and  enforce  the  precepts,  of 
our  fublime  religion. 

We  cannot  clofe  this  imperfeS:  Iketch  of  fo 
brilliant  a  chara£ter^.  without  mentioning  ohe 
part  of  his  conduft,  which  entitles  him  to  addi- 
tional praife.  The  point  wc  allude  to,  is  the 
moderate  fpirit  he  has  manifcfted  in  the  agita- 
tion of  political  queftions.  Though  he  has  uni- 
formly voted  with  his  Majefty's  minifters;  he 
has  not  made  hitnfelf  an  aflive  partizan,  by- 
throwing  fuer.  upon  the  unhappy  fire  which 
diftrafls  the  public  mind.  On  the  contrary,  he 
has  fleered  that  pacific  qourfe,  which  becomes 
an .  ambaffador  of  the  Prince  of  Peace ;  the 
apoftle  of  him  who  einphatically  faid,  that  "  he 
*^  wais  not  the  king  of  this  world." 

Bifhop  Porteus  is  not  only  eminent  for  his 
piety,  but  alfo  for  his  literary  accomplifhments, 
which  rank  him  among  the  moft  elegant  fcholars 
of  the  age.  His  ftyle  is  pure  and  claflically 
correft,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  Js  remarkably 
plain  and  free  from  ornament. 

Befides  the  pieces  already  mentioned,  he  is 
the  author  of  two  volumes  of  moft  excellent  fer- 
mons  ;  and  feveral  Charges  and  fmall  trafts,  on 
religious  fubjeft.s.  ^ 
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DEAN   OF    GLOUtCESTEIL. 

This  venerable  divine,  fo  lorig,  and  fo  juftly 

celebrated  for  his  commercial  fagacity,  was  bom 
at  Laugham,  in  Caermarthenfhire,  in  the  year 
1 7 12.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  having  a 
fmall  cftatc  left  hifn  at  or  near  Aberyftwith,  in 
Cardiganihire,  he  removed  thither;  and  per- 
ceiving that  his  fon  had  a  turn  for  learning,  he 
fenthim  to  Ruthin  fchool  in  Denbighlhire,  where 
he  made  fo  refpeftable  a  progrefs  in  the  daf- 
fies, that  he  obtained  an  exhibition  at  Jefus  Col- 
lege, Oxford. 

The  journey  from  his  native  place  to  the 
univerfity  was  long,  and  at  that  time  very  tedi- 
ous, on  account  of  the  badnefs  of  the  roads. 
Qur  young  ftudent  for  fome  time  travelled  on 
foot.  At  laft,  old  Mr.  Tucker  feeling  .for 
his  fon's  reputation,  as  well  as  for  his  eafe,  gave 
him  his  own  horfe,  that  he  might  vifit  Oxford 
more  reputably. 

Upon  his  return,    young  Jofiah,  with   true 
filial  afFe£lion/  confidered  that  it  was  better  for 
him  to  walk  to  Oxford,  than  for  his  father  to 
repair  on  foot  to  the    neighbouring    markets^ 
and  fah-s,  which  had  been,   in  faft,  the  cafe, 
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owing  to  this  new  regulation.  Theliorfewas 
accordingly  rettfcned^  and  QUr  ftudent^  foif.  the 
remainder  of  the  time  he  continued  at  the  uni- 
veriitj,  aftually  trudged  backwards  and  forwards, 
with  his  baggage  at  his  back !. 

At  the  age  of  twenty- three  he  entered  into 
holy  orders,  and  ferved  a  curacy  for  fome  time  ia. 
Gloucefterihire.  . 

About  1 737,  he  became  curate  oif  St.  Stephen's 
church  in  Briftol^  and  was  appointed  minor 
canon  in  the  cathedral  of  that  city.  Here  he 
attraded  the  notice  of  that  profound  divine, 
Dr.  Jofeph  Butler^  then  bifhop  of  Briftol,  and 
afterwards  of  Durham.  In  confequence  of  this» 
the  bifhop  appointed  Mr.  Tucker  his  domeftic 
chaplain ;  and  the  latter  has  told  the  writer  of 
this  article,  that  they  frequently  walked  in  the 
palace-gardens  in  the  dark,  generally  converfing 
upon  metaphyfical  and  theological  fubje£is. 

Oftentimes  the  good  bifhop  would  be  funk  in 
a  profound  reverie,  in  which  he  would  continue 
for  a  confiderable  period,  and  then  all  at  once 
break  out  with  fome  fingular  remark.  After 
one  of  thefe  abfences  of  mind,  he  fuddenly 
afked  Mr.  Tucker,  "  whether  he  did  not  think 
"  it  poffible  that  whole  communities  of  men 
^*  might  be  feized  with  a  fit  of  madnefs  ?" 

The  quefiion  was  fo  odd,  that  the  chaplain 
was  filent,  and  thought  the  bifhop's  Jntellefts  a 
little  diibrdered  for  the  time.    A  greater  fhare 
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of  experience  and  clofer  obfetvation  of  man* 
tind,  efpecially  during  great  poetical  epochs^ 
liave^  perhaps,  given  our  divine  reaibn  td  think 
Aere  is  more  juftnefs  «  the  bbfefvation  than  he 
was  at  firft  inclined  to  fuppofe ! 
•    By  the  intereft  of  this  amiable  and  learned 
prelate,  Mr.  Tucfcer  obtained  a  prebendal  ftaJl 
]|i  the  cathedral  of  Briftol ;  and  on  the  death  of 
the  piou^  and  ingeni^^is  Mr«  Catcott,  well  known 
by  his  treatife  on  the  D^Iuge^  and  a  volume  of 
excellent  fermons,  he  became  reftorof  St.  Ste- 
phen.    The  inhabitants  of  that  parifli  confift 
chiefly  of  merchants  and  tradefmen,  a  circum- 
ftahce  which,  greatly  aided  bis  tiatura)  inclina- 
tion for  commercial  and  political  ftudies. 

In  1 745,  be  preached  an  excellent  fermon  before 
♦he  governors  of  a  very  laudable  inftitutiob,  then 
firft  erefted  in  the  city  of  Briftol.  In  this  difconrfev 
the  preacher  took  a  qourfe  which  has  rarely  beea 
purfued :  infteqd  of  dwelling,  as  moft  have  done, 
upon  the  benevolent  tendency  of  thefe  eftablifli- 
ments,  he  conlidered  them  ^*  as  fo  many  reforma* 
"  toriesy  or  fchools,  erefted  for  the  revival  and 
"  propagation  of  morality  and  religion,  and  as 
"  means  which  may  conduce  towards  a  national 
"  reformation  in  the  common  people." 

After  mentioning,  briefly  indeed,  biit  point=' 
cdly,  the  general  depravity  of  the  low^r  ranks, 
he  fays,  ."  JSTay,  and  when  their  extravagancies 
^have  7un  to. that  height  as  tiocali  foe.  iorforal 

"  funijkmsnt^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^  pmiflmmty  land  the  cenfure  of  the  magiftrate, 
•*  there  are  no  hopes  or  profpeft  of  reclaiming 
"  them  by^  that  means.  For  thejrhave  made  It 
**  a  fort  of  point  of  honour  to  outbrave  the 
*•  puniflimenti  as  for  the  ffiame  and  infamy  at«- 
'^tending  it^  thefe  thmgs  make  now  but  little 
'•  impreffion  on  them ;  fo  that  we  have  nothing 
''  left  of  dicipline  in  our  places  of  chaftifemeht 
''  and  confinement,  but  their  names.  For  our 
**  boujes  of  correftion,  as  they  are  called,  are  fo 
^  far  from  anfweringthe  original  ends  of  their 
"  inftitution,  that  they  corrupt  more  than  correlf^ 
^  and  harden  rather  than  reform  s  fo  as  to  make 
'*  Xh^jomg  offender,  if  fenrt  there,  to  be  threefold 
'*  more  the  child  of  hell  than  he  was  bef<>re." 

This  ftrong  cenfure,  perljaps,  is  full  as  appli* 
cable  to  the  objects  upon  which  it  was  originally 
made  now,  as  it  was  above  half  a  century  back« 

When  the  famous  bill  was  brought  Into  the 
houfe  of  commons  for  the  naturalization  of  the 
Jews,  Mr.  Tucker,  confidering  the  fubjefil  with 
an  enlarged  mind^took  a  decided  part  in  favour 
of  the  meafure,  apd  was  indeed  its  mod  able 
advocate. 

The  opponents  of  the  bill,  tranfported  with  an 
extraordinary  zeal  for  the^'Chriftian  religion, 
which  they  atfefled  to  think  was  in  danger  by 
this  ftep,  treated  our  divine  with  great  rudenefs 
^nd  virulence  on  thp  occafion.  He  was  not 
^nl^  feycrcly  attacked  in  pamphlets,  newfpapers, 
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i^d.  magazines ;  but  tiie  plow  people  of  Briftol, 
who  had;?  perhaps,  hardened  thf  if  I^earts  i^atolnr 
tolerai;u:e  by  a  trafEc  in  hunian  ^eSuy  burnt  his 
effigy  drefli^d  in  ^anonicals,  together  with  his 
letters  ^m  behalf  of  naturalization !  . 
.!  h>  X7S3>  v^^^  puU*^^^^  an  able  pamphlet  on 
thfe^'Turkfy  Tradci*'  in  which  he  demonftrates 
the  evils  that  r^fult  to  trade  in.  general  from 
'Chartered  comp^niea. 

..  At  this  period.  Lord  Clare  (afterward  Earl 
I*>7.v(gent).  was  returned  to  parliam^t  for  Briftol^ 
.which  honour  he  obtained  chie%. though  the 
ilrenuous  exerticms  of  Mr»  Tucker^  whofe  influ-- 
ence  in  his  large  and  wealthy  parifh  was  almoft 
decjfive  on  fuch  a|i  occafion,  Jn  return  for  this 
favour  the  Earl  procqjred  for  him,  the  Deanery  of 
Gloucefter,  in  1758,  at  which  time  he  took  hi^ 
idegree  of  doftor  in  divinity. 
,  So  great  was  his  reputation  for  commercial 
JLOowledge,  which  to  a  nation  fitqated  like  our's 
is  pf  the  firft  impprtance,  that  Dr.  Thomas 
Hayter,  afterwards  fiiihop  of  London,  who  wa^ 
then  tutor  to  his  prefent  majefty,  applied  to  Pn 
Tucker  to  draw  up  a  differtation  on  this  fubjed 
for  the  perufai  of  his  royal  pupil.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  ^nd  gave  great  fatisfafUon. 
This  work,  uijder  the  title  of  "  The  Elements 
Jb(  Commerce,"  was  printed  in  quarto,  but  never 
pubUfticd. 
.Dr,  Warburton,  however,  who  after  having 
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been  ^member  of  the  fabe  chapter  ^ith  the 
Dean^  at  Briftol,  became  Biihop  of  GlouCefter, 
thought  very  diflFerently  from  the  reft  of  man- 
kind, in  refpe£l  to  his  talents,  and  favourite 
purfuits;  andTaid  once,  in  his  coarfe  manoer, 
that  "  his  Dean's  trade  was  religion,  and  reli*- 
"  gion  his  trade." 

But  in  refutation  of  this  charge,  we  might  pro- 
duce the  Dean's  various  publications  on  moral 
and  religious  fubje£ls,  which  fliew  him  to  be 
not  only  deeply  verfed  in  theology,  but  alfo^ 
what  is  far  better,  a  ^an  of  genuine  philaa*> 
thropy. 

In  the  year  177 1,  when  a  ftrong  attempt  was 
made  to  procure  an  abolition  of  fubfcription 
to' the  thirty-nine  articles.  Dr.  Tucker  camef 
forward  as  an  able  and  moderate  advocate  of 
the  church  of  England.  Though  he  refifted 
with  ftrong  and  clear  arguments  the  claims^  of 
the  petitioners  on  that  occafion,  he  yet  candidly 
admitted  that  fome  reformation  of  the  liturgy^ 
was  wanted,  and  inftanced  particularly  the  Atha^ 
nafian  Creed,  which  he  confidered  as  too  fcho-^ 
laftic  and  refined,  for  a  popular  confeflion  of, 
faith,  and  as  the  Nicene  Creed  is  admitted,  he 
further  deemed  the  other  to  lie  fuperfluous. 

About  this  time  lie  publiflied  ^*  DireftionJ- 
for  Travellers,"  in  which  he  lays  down  excellent 
mles,  by  which  gentlemcfn  who  vifit  foreign 
countries  may  not  only  improve  their  own  minds, 
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but  turn  4iieir  obfervatians  to  the  benefit  of  theii 
native  country. 

That  excellent  prelate,  ArchbiCbop  Seeker^ 
was  highly  pleafed  with  this  ufeful  performasKre^ 
and  fent  the  author  ibme  obfervations  which  he 
had  made  in  the  courfe  of  his  perufal  of  it.  The 
public  would  be  much  gratified  by  a  new  edi*' 
tiooof  thefe  *^  Dire£lions/'  with  the  ArchbifliQp'a 
obfervations  annexed. 

In  1.7  72^  the  Dean  printed  a  finall  volume^  of 
fermonsj  in  which  he  explains  the  4o6ltines  of 
€l(3io%  ?JiA  juftification^  upon  fcriptural  ground^^ 
in  oppofition  to  what  has  been  called  the  eva^^, 
Xelicaljyftem  offaith\  At  that  time  a  very  violent 
difpute  was  carried  on  between  the  Calviniftick 
and  the  Arminian  Af  etl\pdiftsy  the  former  head- 
ed by  MeiDrs.  Toplady  and  Hil)^  and  the  latter 
by  the  Mefifrs.  Wc^ys  and  Fletcher- 

The  year  following  he  publiflied  ^^  Letter^ 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kipp;Sj  .wherein  tb^^  claim  of 
the  church  of  England  to*  an  authority  in  matters 
of  faith,  and  to  a  power  of  dfscreeing  rites  and 
ceremontesj  is  difouiTcd  and  afcertained/'  &e^ 
8vo. 

The  difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies  in  North  Ammva^^  bej[anfno.w  to  aflfume. 
a  very  ferious  and  portentous  afpefl,  and  npthing 
lefs  than  an  open  rupture  was  expelled.  In  con* 
fequ^nce  of  the  obijdnacy  of  the  one,  and  tho 
firmn^fs  of  the  other-. 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  dean  was  an  attentive  obferver  of  this 
^onteft.  He  examined  the  affkir  with  a  very 
different  eye  from  that  of  a  party-4nan/  or  an  iii« 
terefted  merchant,  and  he  difcovered,  as  he  con- 
ceived, tfeat  both  fides  would  be  better  off  by  an 
abfolute  reparation.  The  more  he  thought  on 
thisfubjeft^  the  more  he  was  perfuaded  that  ex- 
tenfire  colonies  were  an  evil,  rather  than  a  bencf' 
fit  to  any  tommercial  nation. 

On  tbi^  prirteipie,  therefore,  he  puWiflied  his 
**  Thoughts  upon  the  Difpute  between  the  Mother 
Country  and  America."  He  demonftrated  that 
the  latter  could  not  be  conquered,  and  that  if  it 
could,  the  purchafe  would  be  dearly  bought. 
He  warned  this  country  agatnft  commencing  a 
War  with  the  colonies,  and  advifed  that  they 
fliould  be  left  to  then^elves,  an  event  which 
would  be  produ^ive  of  iniinito  good  to  Great 
Britain* 

'  This  poHtion  and  advice  (lartled  all  parties^  as 
well  thofe  who  were  advocates  for  American  free- 
dom, as  thofe  who  were  zealots  for  coercive  mea- 
fures  and  taxation.  By^both  the  Dean  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  fort  of  madman,  who  had  rambled 
out  of  the  proper  line  of  his  profeffion  tocom- 
jncnce  political  quack  5  and  it  is  remarkable 
that  thofe  two  great  men>  Dr.  Johnfon  and  Ed- 
mund Burke,  treated  the  Do£ior*s  hypotfaelis  wkh 
great  contempt,  though  the  one  was  the  cham- 
*pion  of,  and  the  other  an-fnemy  to,  taxation. 

Mr- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


144  JOSIAH  TUCKER,  D.9. 

Mr.  Burke's  language  in  the  Houfe^of  Coittt 
mons  refp^£ling  the  Dean's  propofal  was,  indeed^ 
exceeding  harih  and  iUiberaL  In  his  famous 
fpeech  on  American  taxation,  AprU  13th,  1774* 
this  famous  orator,  called  him  **  the  advocate  of 
^'  the  court  fadion^  and  I  fuppofe,"  he  adds, 
*^  that  his  eameft  labours  in  this  vineyard  will 
'^  raife  him  to  a  biflioprick."  The  Dean  was 
a£hia]Iy  roufed  into  refentment  on  this  occafioo, 
and' he  accordingly  publiihed  a  letter  to  Mn 
Burke,  in  which  he  not  only  vindicates  the  purity 
of  his  own  principles,  but  retorts  upon  his  ad* 
verfary  ip  very  forcible  and  manly  terms. 

The  ground  of  Mr.  Burke's  enmity  to  the 
Dean,  was  thelatter's  ftrenuous  oppofition  to  his 
being  admitted  to  reprefent  Briftol  in  parliament. 
Dr.  Tucker  had  a  high  opinion  of  Lord  Nugent's 
parliamentary  condu£t  and  abilities,  added  to 
which,  he  owed  him  much  on  the  fcore  of  grati- 
tude. He  therefore  confidered  himfelf  as  bound 
to  fupport  his  intereft  in  Briftol,  with  all  the 
power  he  poflefled«  This  excited  Mr.  BurkeV 
diflike  to  the  Dean  of  Gloucefter,  and  fliarpen- 
ed  his  wit  on  the  fubje£l  of  his  political  opi- 
nions. 

Our  author,  howevfsr,  went  on  vindicating 
and  enforcing  his  fayourite  fyftem,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  obloquy  with  which  it  was  treated  both  in 
the  fenate  and  from  the  prefs.  As  the  war  pro- 
ceededj  many  intelligent  perfons  began  to  fee 
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more  truth  and  reafon  in  his  fentiments,  and 
time  has  at  laft  demonftrated  that  he  was  com* 
pletely  in  the  right.  Towards  the  clofe  of  that 
unhappy  conteft,  the  Dean  aflumed  the  appel- 
lation of  Cassakdr  A,  alluding  to  the  ill  fuccefs 
with  which  his  warnincrs  had  been  attended. 
This  iignature  is  found  at  the  end  of  thofe  hints 
and  Ihort  effays  which  he  frequently  printed  in 
the  newfpapersj  and  which  it  were  to  be  wifhed 
ibme  perfon  would  coUcft  and  preferve,  left  they, 
ihouid  fink  into  unmerited  oblivion. 

When  the  terrors  of  an  invafion  were  very 
prevalent^  in  1779)  the  Dean  circulated,  in  a  va- 
riety of  periodical  publications,  fome  of  the  mod: 
(eqfible  obfervationi  that  wer^  ever  made  on  the. 
fiibje£l,  in  order  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the  people. 
He  ftates  at  length,  an4  with  great  accuracy^ 
the  numerous  diiHculties  that  muft  attend  the 
attempt  to  invade  this  country,  and  the  ftill 
greater  ones  that  muft  be  encountered  by  the 
invaders  after*  their  landing.,  Thofe  obfcrva- 
tions  have  been  reprinted,  with  good  effeft,  in 
th^  courfe  of  the  prefent  war. 

In  ^781,  the  Dean  publifhed,  what  h^  ha4 
printed  loi^g  before,  "  -A^  Treatife  on  Civil  Gqt 
verninent,**-  in  which'  his- principal  defign  if 
to  counteraft  the  doftripes  of  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Locke  and  his  followers.  The  book  madi? 
a  confid«rable  noife,  aod  was  very  Iharply 
^.ttacked  by  fev^ral  able   writers  on   the  de«- 
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mocratic  fide  of  the  queftion.  particularly  by 
Dr.  Towers. 

The  year  following  he  clofed  his  political 
career  with  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Cut  Bono  ?"  in 
which  he  balances  the  profit  and  lofs  of  each 
of  the  belligerent  powers,  and  recapitulates  alt 
his  former  pofitions  on  the  fubje£k  of  war  and 
colonial  poflfeflions. 

His  publications  fince  that  period  have  con- 
fifted  of  fome  tra£ts  on  the  commercial  regula- 
tions of  Ireland^  on  the  exportation  of  woollens, 
and  on  the  iron  trade. 

In  1777,  be  publiihed  feventeen  practical  fer- 
mons,  in  one  volume,  oftavo.  In  the  year  1778, 
one  of  his  parifliioners^  Mifs  Pelloquin,  a  maiden' 
lady  of  large  fortune  and  moft  exemplary  piety, 
bequeathed  to  the  Dean  her  dwelling-houfe  in 
Queens-Square,  Briftol,  with  a  very  handfome 
legacy,  as  a  teftimony  of  her  great  efteem  for  his 
worth  and  talents.  ^ 

It  fhould  be  recorded  to  his  praife,  that 
though  enjoyJ^  but  very  moderate  preferment 
(for  to  a  man  of  no  paternal  efiate,  or  other  ec* 
clefiaftical  dignity,  the  Deanery  of  Gloucefter  is 
no  very  advantageous  fituation)>he  has,  notwith- 
Handing,  been  a  liberal  benefa6tor  to  feveral 
public  inftitutions,  and  a  diftinguilhed  patron  of 
merit. 

The  celebrated  John  Henderfon,  of  Pembroke 
college,  Oxford,  was  fent  to  the  univerfity  and 
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ftij|>p6rte<i  th6re  at  the  Dean's  cxpence,  when 
he  had  no  me^ns  whatever  of  gratifying  his 
ardent  defire  for  ftudy. 

We  (hall  mention  another  inftancc  of  gene^ 
rolity  in  this  place,  which  reflefts  the  greateft 
hohoui*  up6n  the  Delih.  About  the  year  1790, 
he  thought  of  refigning  his  reftory  in  Briftol, 
and  without  communicating  his  defign  to  any 
other  perfon,  he  applied  to  the  Chancellor,  in 
nrhofe  gift  it  is,  for  leave  to  quit  it  in  favour  of  his 
curate,  a  mod  deferving  man,  with  a  large  family. 

His  Lordihip  was  willing  enough  that  he 
ihould  ^ve  up  the  living,  but  he  refufed  him  tHe 
liberty  of  nominating  his  fucceflbr.  On  this  the 
Dean  refolved  to  hold  the  living  himfelf,  till  he 
could  find  a  fit  opportunity  to  fucceed  in  his  ob- 
]t&.  After  weighing  the  matter  more  delibe- 
rately, he  communicated  his  wifh  to  his  parifli* 
loners,  and  advifed  them  to  draw^p  a  petition 
to  the  Chancellor  in  favour  of  the  curate.  This 
was  accordingly  done,  and  figned  by  all  of  theiftj 
without  any  exception,  cither  on  the  part  of  the 
diflenters  or  others. 

The  Chancellor  being  touched  with  this  tefti- 
mony  of  love  between  a  clergyman  and  his 
people,  yielded  at  laft  to  the  application ;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  the  Dean  cheerfully  refigned 
the  living  to  a  fucceflfor  well  qualified  to  tread  in 
his  ileps. 

Since  that  time,  he  has  refided  chiefly  at  Glou* 
L  2  fler. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


cefter*,.  viewing  his ,  appfoachiog  ctiflblutionf 
which  in  thCv  courfe  of  nature  cannot  be'fsur 
diftant,  with  the  placid  mind  of  a  Chriftian^  con- 
fcious  of  having  done  his  duty  both  tp  God  ^nd 
Man.  -.      ■    ^  . 

/  Here  follows  a  tolerably  correft  .lift  of  the 
Uean'sl  works:  j  .      . 

'         •  .       •  •  •    I      . 

THEOLOGICAL  AND  COIYTROTE&SIAL. 

I.  A S^rmofli preached  beifbre tlie  governorsof  the iofimuory' 

of  Briftol,  1745,4  r   .  ,     '     , 

fl.  Letters  ^a  Behalf  of  the  Naturalization  of  the  Jqws« 
3.,  Apology  for  the  Church  of  England,  i7.7.z»    - 

4.  Six  Sermons^  121110.  1775-     ,.       .     • 

*  5.  Letter  tb  Dr.  Kippis,  oh  his  'Vindication  of  the  Proteftant 
diffenting  Miniilers. 

6».  Twio  Semioiis  and  Four  Tra6b« 

7,.  View  of  tho  Difficuldes  of  the  Trinitarian,  Arian,  aadSo*^ 
clnian  Syllems,  and  Seventeen  Sermons,  1777. 

FOLITICAL  AND  COMMERCIAL. 

5.  A  pamphkt  on  the  Turkey  Trade,  » 

9.  A  brief  View  of  the  Advantages  and  Difadvantage;  which, 
attend  a  Trade  with  France* 

10.  Reflections  on  the  Expediency  of  naturalizing  foreigo 
Froteftants,  and  a  Letter  to  a  Friend  on  the  fame  SubjeA. 

I I .  The  Pleas  ar\d  Arguments  of  the  Mother  Country  aod, 
the  Colonies,  ftated. 

la.  A  Letter  tp  Mr.  Burke. 

13.  Quere,  whether  aConnecHon  with,  or  Separation  fcom^. 
America,  would  be  for  national  Advantage? 

*  He  married  a  Mrs.  Crowe,  of  that  city,  in  17S1.. 

14*  Anfwei^. 
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14.  Anf Hirers  to  Obj«6^ioas  againft  the  Separation  from  Ame- 
fica* 

15.  A  Treatife  on  Civil  GovernmenL      • .  ' 

1 6.  Cut  BonoF 

17*  Four  Letters  on  national  Subjects* 

18.  Sequel  to  Sir  Wiiliam  Jones  on  Government 

19^  On  the  Difpute  between  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland. 

20.  Several  Papers  under  the  fignature  ai  CaflkndfBf  &o. 

401I  the  difficulties  attendant  on  ap  invafion. : 

ai«  A  Treatife  on  Commerce.    (Mr.  Coxe,  in  his  Life  of 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  fays  that  this  was  printed|  but  never  pub- 

Jiihed.) 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

92*  Dire&ions  for  Travelten, 
93.  Cautions  againft  the  Ufe  of  Spirituous  Liquon. 
S4«  A  Traa  againft  theDiFerfions  of  Cock  fighting,  &c. 

W. 
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ADMIRAL  LORD  VISCOUNT  DUNCAN. 

WHATEVER  maybe  thought  of  the  origin  of 
the  prefent  war,  or  the  principles  upon  which  it 
has  been  conduced ;  whatever  humiliating  ideas 
may,  on  fome  grounds,  prevail  in  the  minds  of  Eni- 
gUlhmen  while  they  are  reviewing  the  hiftory  of. 
this  extraordinary  and  eventful  conteft  j — there 
can  ftill  be  but  one  opinion  refpe£Hng  the  conduft 
of  our  naval  commanders,  in  general :  and  every 
Britifh  heart  muft  glow  with  rapture  fit  the  con* 
fideration^  that  the  honour  of  (he  national  flag» 
fo  far  from  being  tarni(hed  in  a  fingle  inftance, 
has  received  greater  luftre  than  ever  diftinguiflied 
it  at  any  former  period. 

Among  the  eminent  names  whom  the  pen  of 
the  hiftorian  will  have  to  dwell  upon  with  pecu- 
liar fatisfa£iion,  when  engaged  in  recording  the 
naval  events  of  the  prefent  war,  that  of  Adam 
I/ord  Duncan  will  be  proudly  confpicuous. 

This  diftinguiflied  veteran  was  bom  at  Dun« 
dee,  in  Scotland,  July  ift;  173 1,  and  was  the 
younger  fon  of  a  very  ancient  and  reputable 
family,  which  has  for  a  long  feries  of  years  held 
the  lordfhip  of  Lundie  in  the  fliire  of  Perth. 
The  family  efiate,  th^  rental  of  which  is  about 
500/,  a-year,  came  to  Lord  Duncan  about  two 
years  ago,  in  confequence  of  the  death  of  his 
elder  brother,  Colonel  Duncan, 

:'  The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


▲DMIHAX.  DUNCAK.  I^ 

The  younger  branches^  even  of  a  refpeSable 
family,  have  generally  to  force  theitway  in  life 
by  their  own  merits  and  exertions.  Lord  Dun- 
can accordingly  owed  but  little  to  his  relations. 
He  was  very  early  fent  to  fea>  a  prbfeflion  which 
cofts  but  a  trifle  in  the  outfet^  and  is  gene- 
rally attended  with  but  fmall  expence  after  the 
young  adventurer  is  thus  difpofed  of.  Much 
16  not  known  of  the  admiral's  early  fervices  -,  but 
we  are  warranted  in  conje£turing  that  they  muft 
have  been  meritorious,  by  his  attaining  to  the 
rank  of  poft^captain,  February  25th,  176 1,  at 
which  time  he  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  Valiant.  About  this  period,  he  was  ho- 
.noured  with  the  friend  (hip  of  that  gallant  officer 
of  the  old  fehoo).  Lord  Keppel,  and  was  with 
him  at  the  taking  of  the  Havannah ;  and  when 
Keppel  was  appointed  to  a  flag,  he  chofe  Dun* 
can  to  be  his  captain* 

He  wafi  a^fo  a  member  of  the  court-martial 
which  fat  upon  the  trial  or  that  diftingui(hed 
veteran ;  and  continued  attached  to  him  by  the 
ftropgeft  ties  of  intimacy  and  friendlhip,  till  his 
death. 

On  September  24th,  1787,  he  was  made  a 
rear-admiral;  in  1793,  ^^  ^^^  promoted  to  the 
nmk  of  vice-admiral;  and  in  1795,  he  became 
admiral  of  the  blue. 

Hitherto  he  had  moved  on  in  his  profeflioa 

ipegularly,  but  with  little  notice^  for  it  had  not 

L  4  been 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i^%  ADMIRAL    DUNCAN. 

been  his  lot  to  get  enployed  on  any  fervice.  that 
>vas  likely  to  bring  him  forward  to  the  public 
view. 

His  appointment,  at  hO:,  to  that  fiatiofl»  in 
which  he  ha^  all  at  once  obtained  laurels  equal 
to  thofe  which  adorn  the  brows  of  men  who 
have  been  more  extenfively  employed,  feems  to 
have  been  oWing  to  his  relationfliip  to  Mr,  Se- 
cretary Dundas,  whofe  niece  he  married,  and  by 
whom  he  hasfcveral  children.  • 

This  ailiacce  procured  for  him  an  appoint^ 
ment  which  it  wa&ii)nder(lood:he  was  bqft  fitted 
for,  the  north-fea  ftation.  Nor  does  it  at  all  re* 
ReQi  upon  his  LordSiip  to  fay,  that  his  circum- 
ftances  flood  in  need  of  his  being  thus  employed* 
With  hardly  any  other  fortune  than  hi*  half^pay 
as  an  admiral,  it  was  tiatural  enough  for  him  to  be 
-anxious  to  get  engaged  in  active  fervice,  for  the 
benefit  of  a  wife  and  children  whom  he  loved* 
The  fcene  of  a£lion  which  he  chofe  was  an  ar- 
duous one.  The  feverity  of  the  winter  (eafdn, 
in  that  fea,  muH:  alfo  have  been  vtty  trying  to*  a 
man  of  his  Lordfliip's  time  of  life.  Moreov^  he 
had  to  encounter  with  difficulties  ftill  more  trou- 
blefome  and  painful  to  a  jBritifli  officer :  we 
allude  to  the  mutinous  fpirk  whith  prevailed  in 
his  fleet,  in  common  with  the  other  naval  iqu&? 
drons  in  the  Channel.  

In  the  midft  of  all  thefe  unpleafant  cincilm- 
fiancesj  his  !(.iQrdAip  maftifoiled .  a   eooi  ;aod 
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fieady  mind.  He  kept  his  ftation  with  fuch  per* 
feveiing  irdo^r,  in  the  nnod  boifterous  feafoti 
of  the  year,  that  the  enemy  could  not  by  any 
means  effeft  their  defign  of  efcaping  from  their 
ports.  The  indefatigable  Admiral  continued 
blockading  them>  either  with  the  whole«  or  part 
of  his  fquadron^  till  the  fummer  of  1797,  when 
the  mutiny  raged  in  his  fleet  in  a  moft  alarm^ 
ing  manner.  Even  when  he  was  left  with 
only  three  (bips^  he  ftill  remained  Brm  in  his 
Ration  off  the  Texel,  and  fucceeded  in  keeping 
the  Dutch  (hips  from  proceeding  to  fea ;  a  cir-' 
'  cumftance^  in  all  probability,  of  as  high  confe* 
quence  to  the  nation  as  his  fubfequent  viftory. 

His  behaviour  at  the  time  of  the  mutiny,  will 
beft  be  feen  frpm  the  fpeech  which  he  made  to 
the  crew  of  his  own  fhip,  on  June  3d,  1797,  and 
which,  as  a  piece  of  artlefs  and  affe£ling  oratory,, 
cannot  but  be  admired  by  the  moft  faftidious 
tafte.  His  men  being  aflembled,  the  Admiral 
thus  addreiTed  them  from  the  quarter  deck : 

"  My  lads — I  once  more  call  you  together, 
*^  with  a  Ibrrowful  heart,  from  what  I  hive  lately 
^  feen — the  dUaffefiiion  of  the  fleets ;  I  call 
<*  it  di/affiaim^  for  the  crews  have  no  grievuMes. 
♦*  To  be  defert^d  by  my  fleet,  iii  the  face  of  an 
-•*- enemy,  is  a  difgrace  which  I  believe  never 
^  before  happened  to  a  Britifli  Admiral.:  nor 
**  could  I  have  fuppofed  it  pofliblc.  My  grcat- 
^eft-con^  under  God  is,  that^I  have  b^en 
■     '  fupported 
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**  fupported  by  the  officers,  feamen^  and  ma- 
^  rines  of  this  Jhip ;  for  which,  with  -  a  heart 
"  overflowing  with  gratitude,  I  requeft  you  to 
•'  accept  my  fincere  thanks. 

♦*  I  flatter  myfelf  much  good  may  refult  from 
**  your  example,  by  bringing  thofe  deluded  pec* 
**  pie  to  a  fenfe  of  the  duty  which  they  owe,  not 
^*  only  to  their  King  and  Country,  but  to  them** 
*•  felves.  The  Briti(h  Navy  has  ever  been  the 
*'  fupport  of  that  Liberty  which  has  been  Hand* 
"  ed  down  for  us  hy  our  anceftors,  and  which» 
*'  I  truft,  we  (hall  maintain  to  the  lateft  pofte^ 
*^  rity ;  and  that  can  only  be  done  by  unanimity 
**  and  obedience. 

**  This  fhip's  company,  and  others  who  hav^ 
*'  diftinguiftied  therafelves  by  their  loyalty  and 
**  good  order,  deferve  to  be,  and  doubtlefs  will 
**  be^  the  favourites  of  a  grateful  country  j  they 
^'  wilt  alfo  have  from  their  inward  feelings  a  . 
^  comfort  which  muft  be  lafHng,  and  not  like 
^'  the  fleeting  and  falfe  confidence  of  thofe  who 
^  have  fwerved  from  their  duty !    ' 

**  It  has  often  been  my  pride  with  you  to 
•*  look  into  the  Texel,  and  fee  a  foe  which 
*'  dreaded  coming  out  to  meet  us. — My  pride  is 
*'  wno  humbled  indeed ! — My  feelings  are  not 
•*  eafily  to  be  exprefled ! — ^Our  cup  has  over- 
^'  flowed,  arid  made  us  wanton^  The  all-wiie 
**  pROviDENCB  ha9  given  us  this  check  as  a 
<<  wamingi  and  I  hope  we  ihall  improve  by  it. 
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«*  On  Him,  then,  let  us  truft>  where  our  cvUy  fe- 
^*  curity  can  be  found. 

**  I  find  there  are  many  good  men  among  us ; 
^<  for  my  own  part,  I  have  had  full  confidence 
^  of  all  in  this  ihip :  and  once  more  beg  to  ex* 
^'  pre&  my  approbation  of  your  condu£t. 

^'  May  God,  who  has  thus  far  conduced  you, 
'^  continue  to  do  fo  ^  and  may  the  Britifii  Navy, 
'*  the  glory  and  fupport  of  our  country,  be  re- 
^  ftored  to  its  wonted  fplendour,  and  be  not 
^*  only  the  bulwark  of  Britain,  but  the  terror  of 
^'  the  world.  But  this  can  only  be  effeded  by  A 
^*  ftri£t  adherence  to  our.  duty  and  obedience  $ 
**  and  let  us  pray  that  the  Almighty  Goo  may 
^  keep  us  in  the  right  way  of  thinking.  God 
''  blefs  you  all  !'* 

.  The  crew  of  the  Venerable  were  fo  affefted 
by  this  impreffive  addrefs,  that  on  retiring  there 
was  not  a  dry  eye  among  them. 

On  the  fuppreffion  of  the  mutiny,  tlie  Admiral 
refumed  his  fiation  with  his  whole  fleet  o6F  the 
coaft  of  Holland,  either  to  keep  the  Dutch  fqua- 
droq  in  the  Texel,  or  to  attack  them  if  they  (hould 
attempt  to  come  out.  It  has  fince  been  difico- 
vered,  that  the  obje£l  of  the  BataTian  Republic,  in 
conjunction  with  France,  was  to  invade  Ireland, 
where  doubtlefs  they  would  have  been  cordially 
welcomed  by  numerous  bodies  of  the  diiaiFe6led. 
Hence  it  will  be  feen,  that  the  obje£t  of  watch- 
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ing  and  checking  the  motions  of  the  Dutch  Ad- 
miral was  of  the  utmoft  confequence* 

After  a  Jong  add  very  vigilant  attention  to  the 
iraportsMftt.truft  repofed  in  him,  the  Englifh  Admi- 
ral was  neceffitat^d  to j'epair  to  Yarmouth-road^ 
to  refit.  The  Batavian  commander,  feized  this 
fayoUraWe  interval,  and  proceeded  to  Tea.  That 
afltLve  officer,  Capt.  Trollope,  however,  was 
upon  the  look-out,  and  having  difcovered  the 
enemy,  iinmediately  dtfpatched  a  veflel  with  the 
glad  Intselligence  to  Admiral  Duncan,  who  k)ft 
cot  an  inftant  of  time,  but  pu(h^d  out  at  once, 
and  in  the  morning  of  the  nth  of  OQober,  fell 
in  with  Capt.  Trollope's  fquadron  of.  oWerva- 
tiotts,  with. the  fignal  flying  for  $n  enemy  to  the 
leeward. 

By  a  mafterly  manoeuvre,  the  Admiral  placed 
hiulfelf  between  them  and  the  Texel,  fo  as  to 
prevent  them  from  re-entering  without  risking 
m^i.ebgiigement.  An  a£i:ion  accordingly  took 
place  between  Camperdown  and  Egraontj  iq  nine 
fat^wnis  water,  and  within  five.miies  of  the  coa(L 
The  Admiral's  own  fhip,  in  purfuance  of  a  plan 
of  naval  evolution  which  he  bad  long  before 
detetmiqed  to  carry  into  efie£l>.  broke  the  en^ 
my-'$  Jahe»aDd<Jofely  engaged  the  Dutch  Admir 
ral  de .Winter,  wbo,  lafter  a  moft  gallant  defence, 
was  obliged  .to  ftrike.  Eight  Oiips  were  taken> 
two  of  which  carried  fls^s ! 
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All  circumftances  c6ofidercd— «the  tiiAeof  the 
3^r,  the  force  of  the  eneray,  and  the  ndarnefs 
to  a  dangter6U3S  (here — this  aftion  will  be'  pro- 
nounced by  every  judge  of  nautical  affairs,  to  be 
one  of  the  mod  brilliant  that  graces  our  annals. 

The  nation  was  fully  fenfible  of  the  Aierit  and 
confequence  of  this  glorious  victory :  politiciant 
beheld  in  it  the  annihilation  of  the  defigiK  bfouf^ 
combined  enemies  ;  naval,  men  admired  the  ad- 
drefs  and  ikill  which  were  difplayed  by  the  En-» 
glilh  commander  in  his  approaches  to  the  attack ;. 
and  the  people  at  large  were  tranfported  with 
admiration,  joy,  and  gratitude. 

The  honours  which  were  inftantly  canferredr 
upon  the  venerable  Admiral,  received  the  ap- 
probation of  men  of  all  parties.  Oftober*  aiflr, 
1797,  he  was  created  Lord  Vifcount  Duncan  of 
Camperdown,  and  Baron  Duncan  of  Luhdi&  in 
the  (hire  of  Perth.  On  his  being  introduced  into 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  on  November  the  Sth,  the 
Lord  Chancellor .  communicated  to  him  the 
thanks  of  the  Houfe,  and  in' his  fpeeoh  faid : 
*•  He  congratulated  his  Lordihip  upon  his  accef-. 
"  fion  to  the  honour  of  a  diftinguiflaai  feat  in 
**  that  place,  to  which  his  very  meritorkms  and 
«*  imforaUeled  profeflional  conduft  had  dfcfervedly 
V  raifed  him  \  that.  condu£i  (the  Chancellor 
*«  added)  was  fuch  as  not  only  nUidrited  the 
*«  thanks  of  their  Lordships'  Houfe,  Int  .thegrar? 
^  tjtude  and  applaufe  of  the  Country.^! large; 
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**  it  had  been  inftfumental,  under  the  aLuf][>icei^ 
**  of  Providence,  in  cftablifliing'  the  ftcurity 
**  of  his  Majefty's  dominions,  and  fruftrating 
^  the  ambitious  and  deftruftive  defigns  of  the 
**  enemy/' 

In  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament/  ft  penCtoti  of 
sooo/.  per  annum  was  granted  his  Lordfhip,  for 
kimfelf  and  the  two  next  heirs  of  the  peerage* 

In  perfon>  Lord  Duncan  is  of  a  manly,  athle^^^ 
tic  form,  fix  feet  three  inches  high,  ere£t  and 
graceful,  with  a  countenance  that  indicates  grfeat 
intelligence  and  benevolence. 

His  private  chara£ter  is  that  of  a  moft  aifec<* 
tionate  relative,  a  fteady  friend,  and,  what  crowns 
the  whole  with  a  luftre  fuperior  to  all  other 
qualities  or  diftindions,  he  is  a  man  of  great  and 
unafFe£led  piety. 

The  latter  virtue  m^^y  excite  in  fome  perfons? 
^  fmile  of  contempt ;  but  the  liberal-minded  will 
be  pleafed  to  read  that  Lord  Dimcan  feels  it  an 
honour  to  be  a  chriftian. 

He  encourages  religion  by.  his  own  pra£ticej 
and  the  public  obfervance  of  it  has  been  al- 
ways kept  up  where  he  has  heki  the  command* 

When  the  viQory  was  decided^  which  hasr 
immortalized  his  name,  his  Lordfliip  ordered  the 
crew  of  his  ikip  to  be  called  together,  and  at 
their  head,  upon  his  bended  knees,  in  the  pre* 
fence  of  the  Dutch  Admiral,  who  was  greatly 
affdfltd  with  the  Icene,  he  folemnly  and  pa- 
thetically 
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thetically  offered  up  praife  to  thd  God  of  Bat- 
tles! 

Let  it  he  added  here,  that  his  demeanour, 
when  all  eyes  were  upon  him,  in  the  cathedral 
of  St.  Paul's,  on  the  day  of  general  thankfgiving, 
was  fo  humble,  modeft,  and  devout,  as  greatly 
to  Increafe  that  admiration  which  bis  fervices. 
had  procured  him. 

In  fliorty  Lord  Duncan  is  one  more  inflance 
of  the  truth  of  the  aiTertion,  that  piety  and  cou- 
rage are  bfeparably  allied ;  and  that  tbe  lattei: 
quality,  without  the  former,  lofes  its  principal 
virtue. 
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DR.  SAMUEL  HORSLE'ST; 

LORD  BiSHOf  OF  BOCHBSTCR* 

OF  all  the  right  feverend  members  of  the 
epifcopal  bench,  no  one  has  obtained  more  ce- 
lebrity than  this  learned  prelate. 

We  are  well  aware,  that  a  Bifliop  who  has 
fo  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  political,  as 
well  as  theological,  controverfy,wilI  be  regarded 
6y  different  men  with  very  oppofite  fientimenta. 
Our  aim,  however,  has  no  exclufive  reference  to 
either  of  thefe  objefts ;  and  therefore  we  fhall 
ftudy  to  give  a  faithful  delineation  of  the  cha- 
raQer  before  us,  without  the  flighteft  attention 
to  the  fpirit  of  party,  whether  that  party  be  of  a 
religious  or  political  complexion. 

Dr.  Samuel  Horfley  is  the  eldeft  of  the  three 
fons  of  the  Rev.  Mr,  Horfley,  formerly  minifter  of 
St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields.  The  grandfather  of  the 
Bifliop  was  bred  a  diflenting  divine,  but  he  af- 
terwards thought  proper  to  conform  to  the  eftab- 
lifliment. 

His  Lordfliip  was  born  about  the  year  1737, 
and  received  the  ground-work  of  his  education 
at  Weftminfter  fchool,  whence  he  was  removed 
to  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

He  applied  himfelf,  while  there,  chiefly  to  the 
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midy  of  itiathetriatics ;  and  not  Content  witli 
carefally  reading  the  writings  of  the  acuteft  of 
tfie  nloderrts  in  that  line,  he  weiit  back  to  the 
profoundeft  of  the  ancients,  and  made  himfel^ 
thoroughly  mafter  of  their  mbft  inti-icate  reafon* 
iilgs. 

Having  taRen  his  digtee  of  Malter  6(  Arts^ 
he  accepted  an  invitation  td  go  to  Oxford,  as  pri- 
vate tutor  to  the  prefent  Earl  of  Ayksfof  d.  From 
that  Univerfity  he  received  a  degree  of  Ddftof 
6f  Laws,  and  in  1769  printed  at  the  Clarendotii 
pi-efs,  his  edition  of  the  Inclinations  of  Apollo- 
ilius,  a  geometrical  work  of  corifiderable  value, 
though  eJcceedirigly  kbftrufe.  Prcivious  fo  hii 
time,  mathematical  learning  had  b^dn  in  little 
ftpute  at  Oxford  i  but  finde  thit  peridd  it  has 
grown  into  fafliiiori  there,  fo  that  this  Univerfity 
ten  hardly  be  faid  to  fall  fhort  of  her  filler,  in 
tliat  great  branch  of  human  knbwlege. 

Here  our  author  fifft  conceived  the  dellgrt  of 
pUblhhing  a  complete  edition  «f  the  works  of 
Sir  Ifaac  Newtoil ;  to  which  end  he  begaii  to 
^oIIe£l  the  neceffary  materials. 

On  leaving  the  Univerfity,  Dr.  Hdrfley  dame  to 
Lohdoti,  Wh^re  he  was  ekfted  fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society,  of  which  he  was  alfo  chdfen  fecfe- 
tary  in  1773.  He  continued  to  ferve  that  office, 
with  the  greateft  credit  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  be- 
nefit to  the  fcientific  world,  till.the  refignation  of 
the  Ikte  prcfident.  Sir  Johjl  Frihgle,  when  find- 
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ing  that  the  connoiffeurs  and  virtuofi  were  gaining' 
ground,  he  retired. 

Soon  after  his  fettling  in  the  metropolis,  Dn. 
Horfley  was  noticed  by  that  obfeTving  and  t%r 
celleftt  prelat^^  Bifliop  Lowdi,  who  inYited  hioi 
to  become  his  domeftic  chaplain.  It  is  fome* 
what  remarkable^  that  at  this  time  hcwasfuf- 
pefted  of  not  being  quite  orthodox  in  bis  theo* 
logical  fentiments;  and  thofe  who  pretended  to 
ixncll  herefy  in  hkn,  wondered  at  Bi(hop  Lowth'a 
taking  him  under  his  patronage.  The  onljr. 
grounds  for  this  fufpicion,  were  his  being  a  pro^ 
foiuid  mathematician,  and  his  clofe  intimacjr 
with  Dr,  Maty  and  other  men  of  feience;  whoi 
•lirere  avowed  focirdans. 

In  1774,  Bifhop  Lowth  prefented  him  to  i\kOi 
reSories  of  St.  Mary  Newington  and  Albury^ 
both  in  the  county  of  Surrey ;  and  in  the  couifev 
of  the  fame  year  he  married  a  Mifs  Botnam, 

III  1776^  he  publifhed  propofals^  for  a  cofn-> 
plcte  and  elegant  edition  of  the  works  of  the  im-^ 
mortal  Newton^  which  appeared  in  1779,  ifi  five 
volumes  quarto,  with  an  excellent  dedication  tc^ 
the  king  in  Latin, 

It  was  expeftcd  that  a  large  memoir  refpe3<« 
ing  the  Prince  of  Philofophers  would  have  been 
prefixed  to  this  edition  ;  and  confiderable  difap» 
pointment  was  of  courfe  experienced  by  the  pub* 
lie,  when  nothing  of  this  kind  appeared.  Cer* 
tain  it  is>  that  the  learned  editor  gave  room  for 
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this  <ncpedatioil>  and  had  aftnally  made  fome 
progrcfe  in  the  life. .  He  moreover  had  con* 
vcffod  with  Dr.  Johnfon  upon  the  fubjeO:,  who 
ftd«dfad  him  to  write  it  in  Latin,  as  beft  fuited  to 
the  ilignity  of  the  chara£ter.  This  biogra^hi* 
cal  de/idet^atumy  however,  has  not  yet  made  its 
appearance ;  and  we  are  apprehendve  that  it 
never  will. 

In  1778,  when  the  controverfy  was  on  foot 
between  Dw;  Pricftley,  Price,  And  others,  re- 
f|>€i^ng  materiafUrm,  and  philoiTophical  neceffity. 
Dr.  Horfley  preached  a  fermon  on  Good  Friday 
at  Sts  Paul's  Cathedral,  which  he  afterward$ 
fmbliihed.  fai  this  ingenious  difcourfe  he  re^^ 
condles,  wifl^  mtich  force  of  argument,  the  doc* 
trine  of  diviiie  providence  with  the  free  agency 
of  man,  and  combats  the  neceffarian  hypothefig 
witk  great,  and,- ia' die  opinion  of  his  friends> 
complete  fuccefs.  • 

About  this  time  he  was^  appcnnted  Arch- 
deacon of  St«  Albans,  by  BiOiop  Lowth,  who 
in  1782  prefented  him  to^  the  valuable  living^  of 
South  Weald  in  Effex. 

in  1783  Dr.  Prieftley  publiflied  his  celebrat- 
led  work  the  "  Hiftory  of  the  Corruptions  of 
.ChrifiiaBity.''  It  need  hardly  be  mentioned^ 
that  die  principal  deiign  of  this  work  was 
to  overthrow  the  catholic  do£ti4ne  refpefiing 
Ch«ft*$  divinity. 

Gre^t  was  the  teiumph  manifefted  by  the 
M  z  unitarian 
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unitariarv  party  oft  the  puWic^tkm  <5f  this  c^- 
borate  hift orjr.  The  outcry  made,  by  them  on  the 
occadoli)  naturally  roufod  the  attention  of  thofe 
who  adhered  to  the  Orthjodox  confelfion>  ^vA 
On  Horfley  feized  this  opportunity  of  (hew* 
ing,  not  only  the  foundnefs  of  hi^  faithj  but  his 
abilities  for  the  moft  intricate  branches  of  thft 
ological  controverfy.  .         .    .     : 

.  In  the  fummer  of  this  year,  .he  delivered  to 
the  clergy  of  the  Archdeaconry  of.  St,  Albans 
a  charge,  in  which  he  exprejTsIy  controverted  the 
Sociniaa  polit  ion— that  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity 
was  not  maintained  by  the  Chriftian  church  in 
the  firft  three  centuries ;  and  he  not  only  gave 
aflat  contradiftion  to  Dr.  Prieftlcy*s  aflfertion  00 
this  point,  but  charged  him  with . haying  taken, 
without  acknowlegement,  the  whole  of.  his 
argument  from  Zwicker  and  .other  eminent  foci* 
nians  of  the  laft  century.  1 

This  difcourfe^  at  the  requeft  of  his  reverend 
auditory,  was  printed,  with  an  appendix,  ex- 
plaining and  confirming  the  pofitions  whicb  it 
contained. 

Dr.  Prieftlqy,  whofe  pen  is  that  of  a  rettdy 
writer,  was  not  to  be  daunted  at  nleeting  with 
fo  fwrnidable  an .  ;antagonifl; ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  rufljed  at  once  into  the  battle,  with  the  im- 
petuofity  of  a  man  who  feemed  to  place  aU  his 
reputation,  as  a  combatant,  upon  the  event  of 
this  conteft,    He,  of  courfe,  inftantly  replied  to 
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the  Archdeacon,  in  a  feries  of  letters,  which  con* 
tained  all  his  former  affertions,  expreflcd  in  a 
more  confident  tone  than  before.  Dr.  Horflcy 
was  aware  of  the  advantage  which  the  preci;^ 
pitancy  of  his  opponent  had  given  him,  and^ 
therefore,  in  his  anfwer,  which  was  alfo  in  the 
epiftolary  form,  he  noticed  the  frequent  flip? 
in  Greek  -quotation,  and  reference,  which  the 
Do^r  had  made  ^  and,  with  great  adroitncfs, 
left  it  to  thefseader  to  judge,  whether  fo  hafty 
and  incautious  an  hiftoriian  was  to  be  depende4 
upon  in  a  matter  of  fuch  importance. 

But  he  did  not  merely  e^cpofe  the  Do£lor's 
miftakes.  He  followed  up  the  attack  by  nu- 
merous proofs  in  behalf  of  the  common  belief^ 
drawn  from  the  early  fathers  of  the  church  and 
the  pureft  eccleiiaflical  biftorians.  The  difplay 
of  reading  and  acute  refearch  in  thefe  letters  is 
wonderful.  The  ftyle  alfo  is  admirable ;  and 
though  at  times  it  aifumes  a  lofty  manner,  yet 
the  reader  of  tafte  finds  himfelf  charmed  with 
the  elegance  of  the  language,  and  the  clofenefs 
of  the  reafoning. 

Dr.  Prieftley  continued  the  combat,  by  an- 
other feries  of  letters,  to  which  the  Archdea^ 
con  again  replied.  The  contrpyerfy  here  clofed 
on  the  part  of  the  latter,  who  fignified  that  it 
was  an  endlefs  talk  to  contend  upon  an  ex- 
haufted  topic,  with  one  who  was  never  diC- 
pofed  to  ceafe  difputing  till  he  had  obtained  thp 
M3  la(| 
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lift  word.  In  i  78 9  Dr.  Horfley  colleQed  'theife 
trafts  and  printed  them  in  brie  volurte  oftaVo, 
with  fome  additions,  particularly  a  fermon  on 
the  incarnation,  preached  at  Newlngtoh,  oil 
Chriftmaa-day,  1785,  and  which  having  a.  mate^ 
rial  relation  to  the  controverfy  in  <jueRion/  he 
thought  proper  to  infert  in  this  c6lIe£lion. 

While  this  difpute  was  going  on,  our  learned 
divine 'was  engaged  in  another,  which  made 
neafiy  as  much  noife  as  the  fir  ft,  "at  teaft  in  thft 
JTcientific  world.  '  When  Sir  Jofeph  Banks- 
came  in  as  prefident  of  the  Royal  Society,  on 
therefigpation  of  Sir. John  PringJe,  the  mathe- 
matical and  philofophical  members  of  the  New- 
tonian fchool  Were  difgufted  at  the  extraordi- 
nary preference  which  was  (hewn  to  fubjefts, 
&s  th^y  conceived,  of  an  inferior  nature,  to  thofe 
which  ought  in  iheir  opmion  to  engage  the  firft 
Jearned  fociety  in  the  world.  It  has  been  faid, 
that  cabals  were  formed  by  thofe  members  of 
the  old  ftamp  againft  the  prefid'ent  and  his 
friends;  but  of  this  no  proof  was  ever  brought 
forward. 

In  1784  the  latter  ventured  upon  a  ftep  which 
could  not  fail  to  fan  the  fmotherihg  flame  into  a 
blaze.  The  council  thought  proper  to  difmifs 
the  learned  DoSor  Hntton  from  the  ofHce  of 
Latin  fecretary  for  foreign  correfpondence,  upon 
tbe  very  frivolous  pretence,  th«  it  was  impro^ 
per  fuch  a  poft  fbould  be  filled  by  a  perfon  who 

did 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BI6HOF.  HORSLET.  l6^ 

Aid  ttot  refide  in  tHe  metropolis.  The  fcientific 
members  todk  fire  at  this  treatment  of  one  of  . 
rile  ableft  and  fnoft  refpeSable  of  theif  body. 
Accordingly*  in  fevcral  meetings  of  the  fociety, 
attempts  were  made  to  ieflTen  the  influence  of 
the  prefident>  *  and  to  reihftaie  dh".  Hutton  in 
his  {>lace,  but  without  fuecefs.  In  this  conteft 
between  philofophy  and  the  nnrtuofiy  Dr.  Horfley 
made  the  moft  confpicuous  figure.  Finding, 
bowever>  that  his  labours  and* thoTe  of  his  Teamed 
alTociates  were  in  vain,  he  forfook  (to  expreft 
it  in  his  own  forcible  lai^guage)  '*  that  temple, 
^  where  philofophy  once  reigned,  and  where 
*  NeWton  jirefided  as  her  officiating  minifter/* 

In  1786  Dr.  riorfley  obtained,  without  either 
folicitation  or  even  expe£lahcy,  a  prebend  in 
the  cathedral  cliurch  of  Gloucefter.  His  friend 
on  this  occafion  was  Lord  Thurlow,  then  Chan-  > 
tailor  i  who,  without  being  perfonally  known  to 
Dr.  H.  or  receiving  any  application  on  his  b^ 
half)  refitted  every  requeft  that  was  made  for  thife 
valuable  preferment,  and  beftbvred  it  upon  the 
inaij  whom  he  juftly  confidered  as  having  merited 
It  the  moft  of  any  divine  in  this  age. 

louring  the  year  following,  the  Doftor  ^reach- 
*d  an  ordiniition  fermon  in  the  cathedral  of 
Gloucefter,  in  which  he  maintained  with  great 

.  *  Sir  Jofeph  was  accufed*  m  cui  able  pampblct  of  tbat  day, 
of  taking  very  improper  means  to  obtain  the  admiflian  or  r«- 
^icdion  of  candidates* 
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ftreagth  this  pofition — ^that  on  the  ceiTatioa  of. 
miraculous  gifts,  human  learning  is  fubftitute4 
by  divine  appointment^  a$  an  eflential  qualiiica<* 
tipn  for  the   chriftian   miniftry.     At  the  com- 
mand of  the  yenerablp  prelate  before  whom  it 
was  delivered  (Poftor  Samuel  Halifax)  this  in-  • 
genious  jdKc^urfc  was  foon  after  printed ;  and 
cxpit^d  ponfiderable  notice,  and  fome  contra-., 
yerfy. 

Next  year  Pr.  Horfley  was  elevated  to  the 
f  pifcopal  bench,  on  the  tran|Iat|on  of  Dr*  SmalK 
well  from  the  fee  of  St,  Dayid  to  that  of 
Oxford.  JLord  Thurlow,  pn  this  occafion^  was 
again  his  fleady  and  unfolicitefi  patron;  and 
it  is  well  known  that  he  made  \t  a  point  to 
faring  in  his  friend,  in  oppofitipn  to  candidates 
who  were  bapkpd  by  ^11  the  forpe  pf  ipinifterial 
influence. 

^oon  after  his  admifiion  to  the  Hoyfe  '  of 
Lprdsi  Dr.  Horfley  had  an  opportunity  pf  dit 
playing  his  eloquence  and  learning*  which  ha 
did  to  great  advantage,  on  Pari  Stanhppe's  mp? 
tiqn  for  a  reyifion  and  refqrih  of  the  canons  pf  the 
church.  His  fpeech  pn  this  pcca(ion  9fFojde4 
uncommon  pleafure  to  thp  hopfq ;  and,  what 
was  rather  remarkable,  drew  from  the  noble 
Earl  juft  mentioned  a  very  liberal  encomium. 

On  the  great  ftruggle  made  by  the  proteftant 
difienters  in  1790,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  Cor- 
pqration  and  Teft  a£fs,  a  pamphlet  appeared,  cn- 
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tilkd  «  a  Review  of  the  Cafe  of  the  Proteftant 
DiQenters^'*  which  was  written  with  fuch  bold-f 
nefs  and  elegance  on  the  High  Church  fide, 
that,  though  anonymous,  all  parties  concurred 
in  attributing  it  to  the  Biihop  of  St.  David's  % 
jpor  in  fa£l  were  they  wrong  in  their  conjpfturCi 

The  year  fpllowing,  he  made  acQnfpicuous 
figure  iij  cppfequence  of  his  primary  charge  to 
the  clergy  of  his  diocefe ;  in  this  he  maintained 
the  oldrfafhioned  dpftrine  of  Jtffttficatim  ly  faith 
^kne,  and  preffed  it  hpme  upon  his  hearers,  that 
the  too  common  pra£lice  of  preaching  mere 
plurality  was  deftruftive  of  vftal  religion. 

This  charge,  of  a  complexion  fp  very  different 
from  wha^  had  been  ufually  delivfsred  in  cathe« 
dral  churches^  attracted,  confiderable  notice^ 
Thofe  whp  were  attached  to  the  Calviniftic 
principles,  or,  as  they  ^re  commonly  called,  Evan? 
gelic^  Chrjftian^,  were  enraptured  with  the 
fentin^en^s  ppnveyed  in  this  difcotirfe.  Others, 
on  the  contrary,  conceived  that  the  Biihop  had 
miftaken  the  doftrine  of  the  gofpeJ,  on  the  fub- 
jeftpf  juftificatipnj  while  the  Unitarians  Were 
pxtremejy  irritated  at  the  harfh  terais  in  which 
his  Lordfhip  h^d  mentioned  their  fe£t  and  creed 
jn  his  charge.  Several  replies  were  accordingly 
publifhed  to  it ;  but  the  learned  prelate  feemed 
Jo  confider  hirafelf  fuperior  to  the  adverfaries 
yv'ho  wilhed  to  provoke  him  ag^in  into  cpnr 
iroverfy.     r .  •  -  /     •»  ;.    . 
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;  His^cDtdua  m  the  lee  of  St.  David's  is  highly 
prtdfewortfay*  Of  all  the  Mflioprics,  no  one  ex* 
bibited  more  poverty,  o^  more  ignorance,  on  the 
part  of  the  clergy^  than  this.  Many  of  the  cU- 
tacies,  when  his  lordfliip  entered  upon  the  govern- 
niimt  of  this  extenfive  dioccfe,  did  tiot  exceed 
ten  pounds  ftr  mnum^  and  fome  of  the  churches 
vterc  Aftually  ferved  for  five !  It  may  eafily  be 
concluded  what  f^rt  of  divines  a  great  part  of 
thefe  pobr  minifteis  were,  irtder  fuch  circum* 
ftances^  What  was  ftill  worfe,  the  multitude 
of  candidates  fot  orders  increafed  yearly,  fo  that 
Wales  poured  her  foperfluous  clergy  into  Eng- 
llindy  to  the  difgrace  of  the  cloth,  and  the  real 
injury  of  fadi  as  were  regularly  bred.  The  writer 
of  this  ha^  no  incHndtton  to  fport  himfelf  at 
Ae  tscpence  of  arijr  body  of  men  ;  but  he  coulcl 
entertain  the  r^luler  with  many  whimfical  anec« 
dotes  refpefting  th^  learning  and  ingenuity  of 
Ihe  Welch  clergy.  A  reform  was,  therefore, 
neceflkry,  but  to  accomplish  it  required  a  ftrong 
«nd  perfevering  mind* 

Our  indefatigable  prelate  was  not  to  be 
daunted  by  any  obftacles.  He  obtained,  with 
ti>e  gr^ateft  po^ble  4ifpatch,  an  accurate  and 
minute  ftate  of  his  diocefe.  He  then  gave  notice 
to  the  beneficed  clergy,  who  did  not  refide,  that 
they  would  be  compelled  to  refidencc,  or  to  allow 
their  curates  a  more  liberal  falary.  By  this 
meansj  he  remedied  that  ihameful  abufe^  of  one 
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man's  ferving  feveral  churches  on  the  fanie  day; 
limiting  a  curate  to  two  only,  and  thofe  within 
a  moderate  diftance  from  each  other. 

Having  regulated  the  condrtion  of  the  clergy, 
he  proceiidW  to  a  ftrider  courfe,  with  refptoft ' 
to  ciattdida^  ^for  holy  orders,  admitting  none 
trithdrt  perfoaaHy  examining  thetn  hitnfelf,  aiid 
loolcing  ^efy  n*}'b^ly  ihto  the  titles  which  they 
prodticed.  '   • 

With  aH  'this  vigilanc^,  his  Lordfliip  afted 
h>  them  as  a  t^ttder  father,  encouraging  them  to 
vifit  him  during  his  ftay  in  the  country,  which 
was  ufually  for  feveral  months  in  the  year,  aiSfb- 
ing  them  1?^ith  advice,  and  adminifterin*;  to  ttieif 
temporal  neceflities  with  a  liberal  and  paternal 
hand. 

In  his  progrefs  through  the  diocefe  he  fre- 
quently preached  in  the  parilh  churches,  efpe- 
cially  on  the  days  when  the  facrament  was  ad- 
miniftered,  and  beftowed  confiderable  largeflfes 
upon  the  poor. 

He  kept  amofthofpitable  table  at  his  epifco* 
pal  palace,  at  Aberguilly,  near  Caermarthen,  to 
which  the  neighbouring  gentry  and  clergy  were 
always  welc6me.  In  fliort,  he  was  a  bleffing  to 
<!bat  poor  people ;  and  they  followed  him  with 
grateful  heafts,  and  parted  from  him  with  infinite 
^elu^i^ance.  This  is  not  an  ideal  picture :  it  is  a 
tree  but  imfedeB,  flcetch  of  a£luial  life  i  and 
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fuch  as  the  feeble  painter  had  opportunities  of 
ieeing  more  than  once. 

On  January  30th,  1793^  the  bifliop  of  SU 
Pavid's  was  appointed  to  preach  before  the 
Hpufe  of  Lords^  and  as  the  recent  murder  of  the 
I^ing  of  France  was  the  general  topic  of  co^ 
verfation  and  pity,  the  abbey  was  greatly  crowd* 
ed..  That  difcourfe  is  in  print;  and  whatever 
may  be  thought  of  the  notions  on  government, 
ivhichdiftinguifh  it,  tb^re  c^n  \>c  bnt  one  opi- 
nion concerning  its  very  beautiful  and  pathetic 
peroration.  When  publiflied,  the  bifhop  ap« 
pended  to  his  fermon  a  long  vindication  of  the 
chara£ter  of  Calvin,  frpm  the  charge  of  being  ^ 
friend  to  rebellion  and  regicide* 

The  following  year  he  was  tranflated,  on  the 
death  of  Bifliop  Pearce,  from  St.  David's  to  Ro- 
chefter,  on  which  occasion  b^  refigned  all  hi$ 
other  church  preferments. 

When  he.  entered  upon  his  office  as  Dean  of 
Weftminfter,  he  found  many  things  in  the  con* 
^ifion  of  that  church  which  Aood  in  great  need 
of  reformation  s  and  with  his  ufual  adivity^  he 
inftantly  fet  about  the  work.  In  particular,  the 
falaries  of  the  minor- canons  and  officers  were 
extremely  low,  and  by  no  means  proportionate^ 
With  a  moft  commendable  fpirit  of  liberality, 
therefore,  he  obtained  an  inftant  adyance,  and  t}iea 
began  tg  regulate  (he  condu^  and  duty  pf  th^ 
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^erfom  i^hom  he  had  fo  materially  affiled.  Had 
he>  on  the  contrary,  fet  4bout  a  more  exa6t  diici- 
pline,  without  attending  to  the  neceflities  of  thefe 
men,  they  would,  perhaps,  have  juftly  confidered 
him  as  a  fevere  tafkmafter,  and  murmured  at  his 
regulations.  By  this  mode  of  condufi,  he  gain^ 
ed  their  efteem  and  gratitude;  and  it  maj^ 
fitfely  be  faid,  that  no  man  ever  filled  that- fta- 
tian  mth  fuch  popularity  as  the  prefent  dean« 

la  the  career  of  politics,  his  popularity,  per-^ 
haps>  is  not  quite  fo  great*  The  zeal  which  he 
diffrfays  in  the  agitation  of  public  meafures^ 
and  the  promptnefs  with  which  he  exprefles  his 
fimtiinents  on  the  fide  of  the  efiabliffaed  order  of 
things,  civil  and  religious,  have  procured  him 
many  enemies.  Without  endeavouring  to  ex* 
tenuate  any  thing  in  his  condu£t  that  is  repre^ 
henfible,  let  it  be  permitted  for  us  to  fay,  that 
his  language  has  been  often  greatly  mifrepre^ 
fentedy  and  been  made  by  his  adverfaries  tb  ex* 
prefs  a  meaning  which  the  right  reverend  prelate 
holds  in  abhorrence*  He  has  been  too  apt  to 
exprefs  his  fentiments  in  abfira£t  propofitions^ 
which  may  be  made,  by  artfiil  men,  to  fignify 
what  never  entered  into  his  ^iordlhip's  mind* 
Were  we  to  a6l  fo  generouily,  as  to  put  the  beft 
conftrufiion  upon  his  obfervations,  and  that  cer* 
tamly  ought  to  be  done,  unlefs  his  own  expla*' 
nation  proved  decifive,  in  all  probability,. wa 
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IhovHd  Kind  here  lefe  occafkm  for  csenfim^  as^ 
Ttiore  for  coiMMhdatloni'  ^ 

But  ta  leave  fcis  poltticai  reputation  to  h$ 
fete.  In  1796,  he  priACed>  without  his  name,  a 
jnoft  profound  and.  elegant  differtation  on  ^^  th€ 
Latin  and  Gre^  l^ofodiefSi^''  dedicated  to 
Lord  Thuilow;  In  ikir  leamed.perforniande  ha 
Aleves  an  uncommon  depdi  of  penetration  into^ 
and  acquaxntaiuce  wit^^  the  nature  andcdoftruc* 
tioQ  of  the  ancieiKf  ]ang3iages;  and  approves 
himfelf  a  mod  powej&dv  thought, perhaps  not 
an  ii^ivincible  advocate. for  the  ufe  df  the  Gieek 
accents.  ; 

Weuoderftand  that  .^ts  zealoua'and  afim 
prelafe  is  now  deeply  enga^d  in  kvorld  upon  the 
prophecies  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  >  and 
from  his  known  powers,  as  a  piio6)und  ihinker 
andcakiulator,  there  ran  be  po^doabtetatertkined 
of  the.  value  of  his  petfGdrmanQe^'fhamddhct  asiit 
is  to  (be  hoped  he  will,  favour  the  wddd  wjkh  the 
finxits:  of  hi&  cefea^kea. 

Befides  the  works  aheady  mentiobed^:  bafflo^ 
Horfley  is  the  audi6r  of  fbme  xngenieiis  papers 
•n  mathematical  fiibje^,  various  fesmons  cm 
public  oecafions,  and  iev^ral  epifeopal  ehar^t^ 

He  has  been  twice  married^  '  ^  hisfirft  lady 
he  had  two  children  $  one  only  of  tvtiom^i^tiving^ 
who  is  at  prefent  at  Chrift-duirch  eoUegeii 
Oxford*  O 
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SIR  FRANCIS  BULLER  is  the  eldeft  fon  of 
tic  late  John  Buljer,  Efq.  of  Morvali  in  tbe^  county 
9f  Cornwall.  The  extenfiMc  parliamentary  intereft 
<^  his  £amily  is  well  knowQ ;  thisj  joined,  to  his.  owa 
abih'ties,  could  not  fail  to  raife  him^  learly  in  life» 
to  an  eminent  rank  jn  hjs  profefHon. 

After  being  educated  at  Winchefter.  fchool, 
he  was  called  to  the  bar  in  the  year  1763,  and 
brought  in  to  (Parliament  foon.  after.  This  with  a 
lawyer  is  geijerally  a  prelude  to  a  filk  gown^  hut 
it  was  no)  immediately  obtained.  His  profefBonal 
^fiut  did  not  prpmife  *mpch  eminence,  for  he  com* 
menced  his  career  as  a  fpecial  pleader,  having 
fiudied  thp  practical  part  of  this  dull  but  neceflfary 
branch  of  legal  fcience  un4er  the  prefent  Judge. 
Aihurift^.and  like  his  prec^irfpr  he  was  always  rank- 
ed among  tW  mofl;  eminent  in  that  particular  line* 
This  chara4^r,,accordingly5  foon  brought  him  into 

frqat  j-epute  as  a  commpn^aw  draqghtfman ;  and 
rflcine,  ^ter  having  laid  by  his  fword,  firft  bran- 
diflied  a.  pep  at  his  defk. 

His.  practice  at  the  bar  was,  at  the  fame  time» 
very  qoniiderable. 

^  Ip  1772,  Mr.  B.uller  published  "  An  Introduflion 
to  the  Law  of  Nisi  Peius/'  which  is  a  nofi  mc^ 
iMgere  of  itd  kind,  and  will  long  continue  to  enjoy 
a  high  degree  of  eftimation  ;  indeed,  in  every  thing 
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ttiat  <ii3  not  require  an  appeal  to  the  pafliohs^  he 
ihewed  himfelf  a  matter :  then  only  he  failed  !  HU 
eloquence,  as  a  cdunfel^  was  heitber  pleafing  no<^ 
powerful,  but  on  the  other  hand,  few  judges  delivet' 
themfelves  with  rooi*e  propriety  thkn  him ;  his  lan- 
guage being  dignified,  and  hii  manner,  perhaps, 
Ibmewhat  too  authorititive*  This  affords  a  proof*^ 
that  the  ofatofy  futted  f6t  the  bai-  is  efletitially  dif- 
ferent from  that  adapted  foi:  the  bench. 

The  borough  intereft  of  his  family,  added  to  a 
Uaatrimonial  alliance  with  that  of  the  late  Earl  Ba-' 
Ihurft,  at  length  ptocilred  him  a  filkgown,  the  pfacef 
<^f  a  Welch  judge,  and  eiven  elevated  him  to  the 
coif,  while  yet  sL  vety  young  mart.  He  was  acf- 
Cofdingly  called  to  the  degree  of  fergeant  at  law^^ 
on  being  Appointed  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  court 
of  King^5  Bench. 

In  this  capacity  his  abilities  had  full  play,  as  lie 
pofleflfes  great  quicknefs  of  perception,  readily  fore-* 
fees  the  confequences  of  fafls,  and  antfcipates  the 
drift  of  an  argument  at  the  firft  glance ;  but,  like  the 
great  lawyer  whom  he  has  been  ambitious  of  copy- 
ing, he  is  fometimes  rather  too  hafty  in  drawing  hkl 
conclufions. 

As  foon  as  he  aftumed  the  ermine,  he  inttantly 
attraftcd  the  particular  attention  of  Lord  Mans- 
field, and  although  the  youngeft  judge  that  was 
ever  promoted  to  the  Bench,  yet  his  opinion  had 
always  more  influence  with  the  Chief  Jullice  than 
that  of  any  of  his  colleagues. 
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Our  judge  has  alfo  at  times  been  accufed  of 
.fomewhat  bordering  on  petulance  of  difpofition, 
which  has  led  him  into  rather  uhpleafent  alterca- 
tions. An  inftance  of  this  occurred  at  the  famous 
trial  of  the  Dean  of  St.  Afaph,  when,  aftct  pufliing 
his  oppodtion  to  his  quondam  pupil,  Mr.  Erikine, 
to  threats  and  defiance,  he  at  length  fuffered  himi 
to  let  his  authority  at  nought,  and  even  allowed 
him  to  proceed  in  the  interrogatories  the  judge  had 
fo  ftrenuoufly  oppofed. 

When  Lord  Mansfield  was  about  to  retire,  he 
eterted  the  remains  of  his  once-powerful  intereft 
to  procure  the  nomination  of  BuUer  to  fucceed  him, 
and  is  even  faid  to  have  retained  his  poft,  on  this 
very  account,  fome  time  after  he  had  been  difen- 
abled  by  his  infirmities  from  performing  its  duties. 
Some  time  fince  Sir  Francis  exhibited  a  wifh  to 
retire  from  the  King's  Bench,  and  propofed  an 
exchange  for  a  feat  in  the  Common  Pleas,  but 
difficulties  then  occurred,  which  deferred  the  ac- 
compliihment  of  his  wiflies.     He  was  then  fecond 
on  the  Bench,  and  had  he  removed  during,  the 
life  of  Judge  Gould,  he  muft  have  fat  as  thfrd 
only  in  the  Common  Pleas  5  but  on  the  death  of 
that  truly  venerable  and  honeft  man,  he  had  his 
wilh  gratified,  by  a  removal  from  the  fuppofed  ob- 
je£l  of  his  difpleafure. 

He  was  lately  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Spe- 
cial Commiffion  for  trying  the  ftate  prifoners  at 
Maidftone,  and  he  muft  be  allowed  by  all  candid 
men  to  bwe  opndufled  himfelf  with  great  impar* 
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tiality.  A  circumftance  happened  on  this  occafioa 
which  gave  the  judge  an  opportunity  to  flicw  his 
impartiality  to  great  advantage;  we  mean  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  letter  written  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Youn^, 
fon  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture; 
of  which  we  (hall  not  fay  a  fingle  word,  as  he  is 
now  under  profecution  by  the  Attorney  General. 

The  compliments  paid  by  the  judge  to  Mr.  Fox, 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Lord  Suffolk,  and  other  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  in  Oppofition,  have  drawn' down 
upon  his  head  the  abufe  of  fome  of  the  Mini-fteriai 
papers ;  and  by  a  ftrange  fatality,  the  great  lawyet, 
formerly  fufpefled  of  leaning  towards  dcfpotifm,  is 
confidcred  by  them  as  at  prefcnt  too  little  attached 
to  prerogative.  - 

Sir  Francis  refides  at  his  country-feat  in  a  man* 
ner  worthy  the  imitation  of  his  brethren  of  the  long 
robe.  Unbending  from  the  reftraint  of  the  coif,  hte 
lives  without  oftentation ;  but  his  table  is  a  hofpi* 
tabic  one,  and  he  pays  every  attention  to  his  guefls. 
Gay,  facetious,  liberal  in  his  converfation  and  opi- 
nions, he  defpifes  the  petty  prejudices  of  the  day, 
and  proves  that  he  has  confidered  mankind,  rather 
in  the  charaftcr  of  a  philofopher  than  a  lawyer.    ■ 

Much  to  his  honour  he  has  improved  great  por- 
tions of  the  wafte  land  1:1  his  neighbourhood,  and 
when  thefe  are  brought  into  a  ftate  of  cultivation^ 
he  builds  cottage^,  and  portions  them  out  into  little 
farms,  at  eafy  rents. 

Thus,  while  he  is  benefiting  the  pr**fcnt  age,  he 
is  alfo  creating  a  noble  for  tune,  for  his-pofterity  1 
•  -  JOHN 
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THIS  gentleman,  better  known  by  his'  poeti* 
cal  appellation  of  Peter  Pindar^  is  a  native  of  that 
part  of  Devonfhire  which  has  been  called  the 
Garden  of  England.  *He  was  educated^  we  be- 
lieve^ at  Kingfbridge,  near  which  lie  -was  bom» 
The  fchoolmafter  of  that  town,  an  excee4in|;  good 
fcbolar,  and  a  man  of  moil  amiable  mann^rs^  was 
a  quaker. 

The  uncle  of  our  bard  being  a  (ingle  man,  and 
eftablifhed  at  Fowey,  in  Cornwall,  a$  an  Apor 
thecary,  took  his  nephew,  when  younj,  with  ^ 
Tiew  to  his  fucceeding  him  in  his  bufinefs.  Here 
he  ,acquired  a  tolerable  (hare  of  medical  know- 
ledge ;  and  was  in  great  efieem  wirh  his  kinfman» 
and  the  neighbourhood.  At  his  leifure  hoi^s  he 
cultivated  his  mind  by  the  perufal  of  the  beft 
modern  writers ;  and  improved  himfelf  con(idera* 
bly  in  the  art  of  drawing,  to  which  he  (hewed  av 
early  prqpenfity. 

On  the  appointment  of  Sir  William  Trelawney 
to  be.  Governor  of  Jamaica,  about  the  year  1769, , 
Mr*  Wolcott  felt  a  (farong  inclination  to  accomt 
pany  him,  efpecially  as  that  gentleman  was. a 
diftant  relation  of  his  own,  uid  a  great  friend  to  the 
family.  He  accordingly  preflTed  his  ,uocle>  noft 
only  to  give  his  confent  to  the.projcfil,  .but  alfo  tg 
folicit  the  favour  from  Sir  William. 
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The  old  gentleman  was  at  firft  extremely  con- 
cerned at  this  turn  in  his  nephew's  mind.  It  wad 
a  complete  overthrow  of  his  favourite  fcheme  ref- 
pefting  him,  and  it  was  moreover  depriving  him- 
felf  of  a  moft  ufeful  afTiftant.  Remonftrances, 
however,  ^ere  vain;  and  therefore,  with  the 
gfeateft  good  nature,  he  waited,  upon  the  Governor, 
and  obtained  the  f^ivbur  that  the  young  adventurer 
fhould  make  one  in  his  fuite. 
*  In  the  voyage  the  fhip  touched  at  Madeira, 
where  Peter,  enchanted  with  the  beauties  which 
nature  fo  luxuriantly  exhibits  in  that  ifland, 
Wrbte  fome  exquifite  fonnets.  On  his  arrival  at 
Jamaica,  he  commenced  furgeon,  with  which  he 
blended  the  praftjce  of.phyiic,  and  was  a£lually 
nominated  Phyfician  General  to  the  ifland,  A 
circumftance  however  occurred  that  diverted  him 
for  fome  time,  from  his  medical  career,  and  threw 
him  intd  the  arms  of  a  profeffion,  for  which  few 
*  men  were  ever  lefs  qualified. 
*  The  incumbent  of  the  ipoft  valuable  living  in 
Jamaica  happened  to  pay  the  laft  tribute  to  nature 
not  long  after  the  Doftoj:  fettled  there.  Whether 
his  prattice  ha<i  not  been  fufliciently  lucrative,  or 
what  other  motive  pbffefled  him,,  we  know  not, 
but  certain'  it  is,  be  looked  Upon  the  vacant  rec- 
tory with  a  wilhful  eye.  As  there  was  no  clergy* 
man  at  hand  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  deceafed, 
the  phyfician  of  the  body  commenced  phyikiaii  of 
the  fou]>  and  aftiisilly  officiated  for  a  confiderabk 

timf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOHN  watcoTT^  Micr.  i9t . 

time  in  this  capacity,  reading  the '  prayers  of  the* 
church  of  England,  and  preaching  Qqc^^onally.; 

Fearing,  at  length,  that  he  flioiJdbq  fupeffeded, 
hy  a  regular  minifter  properly  iQftitut^d  to  the  Jiv-^ 
ing,  the  Dodtor  fet  out  for-  England,  carrying, 
with  him  ftrong  letters  of  rccpipmendation  to  the. 
Bifliop  of  London,  that  he  might  not  only  be  or- 
dained but  alfo  be. appointed  to  the  church  which 
he  had  fcrved.  : 

But  though  his  application  was  backed  pretty 
ftrongly  by  fome  very  coniiderable  friends  in  Eng- 
land, the  Bifliop  refufed  to  admit  him,  on  the 
grouad,  we  believe,  of  his  having  prefumed  to  per-- 
form  the  minifterial  duties  without  being  properly 
Ucenfed  thereto, 

In  confequejdce  of  this  difeppointment,  the 
Do&er  declined  revifiting  his  pajtients  aqd  parifliion^ 
crs  in  the  Weft  Indies;  but  having  previouflly 
obtained  the  degree  of  M.D.  from  one  of  the 
Scotch  univerfities*  he  went  down  to  the  place  of 
his  former  refidence,  and  after  living  there  fome 
time,  removed  to  Truro,  where  be  pra£tifed  for 
feveral  years  as  a  phyfician,  with  great  credit  and 
fuccefs.  About  this  time  his  uncle  died,  and  left 
him  nearly  two  thoufand  pounds.  ^ 

The  do£tor>  (atirical  vein  Ihewed  itfelf  op  va^ 
rious  occafions  in  Cornwall  s  particularly  jm  fome 
humorous  jokes,  which  he  {^ayed  off  upon  the  late 
Mr,  Rofewame,  of  Truro,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
the  neighbourhood.  He  was  alfo  engaged  in  fome. 
N  3  troublefomf 
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ttemMefome  and  expcnfive  lawfuits ;  one  of  wfilch 
was  with  the  corporaticm  of  Truro,  relative  to  their 
fight  of  putting  ppoii  him  a  parifti  apprentice.  In 
,cotifeq^uen€e  of  thefe  difputds;  he  found  that  part 
df  the  world  difagreeabje,  atid  thercffor^  refoHed  to 
<5uit  it  for  a  fphere  more  congenial  tdhis  talents  ancf 
jdiljjofition;  '  .  '  • 

•  During  hw  f efidertce  in  thitf  county,  the  Do8tof 
had  an  opportunity  of  bringing  forward  to  the  world 
to  eminent  natural  genius,  who  othefwife  might  have 
been  buried  in^  tbVaA  oblivion,  or  at  the  moft  have  been 
a  fign-paiilter  in  his  native  country.  The  perfoQ 
we  allude  to  was  John  Opiej  whofc  rude  drawtngt 
hi  common  chalky  efpecially  HkenefTes,  our  Dodor 
viewed  with  fpme  curipfity  and  admiration  in' his^ 
tides  through  the  village  of  St.  Artne,  wherfe  O^ic 
Was  a  parifli  apprenticeto  one  Whpder,  ^houfc 
parpentef;  .,.;..# 

Thefe  idrat^ngs  ^'er<i  fo  fupelrjoi^  to  what  coukf 
be  expefted  in  fuch  a  place, 'tind  from  fuch  a  per- 
foft,  that'thf  p^hyfician  was  induced  to  become 
his  ir.iftruQpr  and  bis  patrpn.  He  acfcordingly  fufi 
niihed  him  with  materials,  and  gave  him.Jeflbns, 
by  which  he  profited  in  a  m?mner  that  furprifed 
and  delighted  the  benevolent  tutor.  Having  made 
a  rapid  progrefs,  Qpie  went  to  Exeter,- whei^  be  ac-  ^ 
Quired  fpme  knpwledge  of  oil  painting.  From  that 
fcity  he  removed  to  hbtidon^  and  under  Sir  Joihua 
Reynolds  became  prie  of  the  moft  eminent  artifts  of 
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•  -Wc  are  forry  to  remark,  however,  that  a  violent 
mifimderftanding  took  place  during  fome  years 
between  the  do£tor  and  his  pupil,  and  from .  what 
inre  can  learn,  th^  caufe  originated  in  the  forget- 
fulneis  with  which,  the  latter  aflfeded  to  treat  his 
6bligatton3  to  the  former. 

-  Of  the  JDoftor's  poetical  produftions  while  he 
was  engaged  in  the  pra£Uce  of  phyfic,  we  have 
feen  ojdly  one  fpecimen ;  but  that  is  an  excellent 
<me,ai2d  we  truft  our  readers  will  he  pleafed  with, 
us  for  inferting  it  in  this  place. 
'  In  the  year  177 6>  when  Mr-  Pol whele,  well- 
known  by  his  vs^rious  publications,  was  at  Truro- 
fchpol,  he  had  givQn  to  him  for  an  evening  exer* 
cife,  to  be  tranflated  into  Engliffi,  the  folloAyins 
beautiful  Latin  Epigram. on  fleep : 

Somne  levis,  quamquem  ccrtiffima  mortis  imagQ^ 

Coofortem  cupio  te,  tamen  efle  tori: 

Alina  quies,  optata  veni ;  nam,  fie,  fine  viti 

Viverc,  quam  fuave  eft ;  fie,  fine  morte>  morl*  .    ''• 

Of  this  epigram  the  do^or  was  requefted  to  give  a 
tranllation,  which  he  produced  in  a  few  minutes 
as  follows: 

Come,  gentle  fleep,  attend  thy  vot'^y 's  prayer. 
And  tho*  death's  image  to  my  couch  repair, 
How  fweet,  thus  lifelefs,  yet  with  life  to  lie. 
Thus,  without  dying,  O  how  fweet  to  die ! 

Qijr  a^thor'j^  firft  literary  production  was  an 
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**  Epiftle  to  the  RtvictverSy*  4to.  1782,3  truly  laQgnV 
ble  piece  of  fatire,  and  certainly  difcharged  agamit 
fair  game.  His  next  performance  was  **  Lyric 
^•^  Odes  to  the  Royal  Academicians^'^  1785,  te  which  is 
a  happy  mixture  of  wit,  tafte,  and  elegatiC^,  but  at 
the  fame  time  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  a  want  of 
candour  diftinguifhes  the  criticifms,  and  particu- 
larly with  refpeft  to  the  paintings  of  Mr,  Weft. 

In  the  year  following,  he  publiihed  another  fet 
of  odes  to  the  members  of  the  Royal  Academy, 
bearing  the  fame  charafteriftics.  About  the  fame 
time  he  produced' a  performance  of  more  originali* 
ty  and  boldnefs.  This  was  the  Louftad,  a  mock 
heroic  poem,  abounding  in  wit,  humour,  and 
ftrength. 

The  foundation  on  which  our  Satirift  ereSed 
this  lively  piece,  was  this : — His  Majefty  one  even- 
ing at  fupper  obfervcd  a  human  hair  upon  his 
plate,  among  fome  green  peas«  This  ofFenfive 
objefl:  occafioned  a  decree  to  be  iffued  forth, 
that  all  the  cooks,  fcullions,  &c.  in  the  royal 
kitchen,  fliould  have  their  heads  fhaved.  Great 
murmurings  were  excited  by  this  mandate;  but  the 
law,  like  that  of  the  Medcs  and  Pcrfians,  was 
irrevocable. 

On  this  incident,  Peter  formed  his  exquifite 
produ£lion ;  only  changing  the  hair,  by  virtue  of 
the  licentia  foeticuy  to  a  living  animal. 

His  next  produ£tion  was  an  epiftle  to  James 
BoswELL^  £fq.  the  felf^fufficient  attendant  upon 
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Dr.  Johnfon  to  the  Hebrides.  This  was  followed 
by  "  Bozzi  and  Piozzt/'  in  which  the  folly  of 
tittle  tattle  biographers  is  expofed  in.  the  happicil 
manner. 

The  greateft  fuccefs  attended  our  author's  pub- 
lications. Never  did  any  fatirift  difplay  fuch  vari- 
ous excellence.  Thofe  who  difapproved  his  fen- 
timents,  and  were  offended  at  his  freedom  and 
want  of  refpeft  for  authority,  could  not  read"  his 
poems  with  unmoved  miifcles.  To  give  .a  cata^ 
logue  of  his  numerous  writings  would  be  neediefs. 
There  can  be  no  occafio^  to  fpecify  at  length  what 
is  univerfally  known,  and  as  univerlally  admir- 
ed. Though  our  author  has  fhone  rhoft  con^ 
fpicuoufly  as  a  fatirift,  and  here  indeed  his  fplen- 
donr  has  been  of  an  extraordinary  brilliancy,  yet 
the  reader  of  his  fonnets  will  fometimes  be  difpofed 
to  regret  hia  having  devoted  fo  much  of  his  time 
and  genius  to  temporary  and  perfonal  fubjefls. 

The  admirers  of  poetical  elegance,  may  laugh  at 
our  bard's  pleafant  tales  and  whimiical  defcripti* 
ons ;  but  they  will  feel  a  more  exquifite  fenfation 
on  reading  the  tender  and  fentimental  effuiions  of 
his  pen. 

The  Do£ior,  we  underftand,  lately  fuperintended 
a  new  edition  of  Pilkington's  didionar/  of  Painters, 
to  which  he  made  fome  additions.  Before  we 
conclude,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark,  that 
in  his  converfation  our  Satirifl  does  not  exhibit 
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either  that  facetioufnefs  or  acerbity  which  in 
fb  eminently  dlfplayed  in  his  works. 
.  Neither  ought  we  to  finifli  this  article  with- 
out obferving,  that  Meflrs.  Robinfons,  Golding^ 
and  Walker,  agreed,  in  179^,  to  pay  Dr.  W.  an 
annuity  of  240/.  per  annum,  for  the  copy-right  of 
his  works.  Unfortunately^  owing  to  forae  obfcuri- 
ty  in  drawing  up  the  agreement,  it  has  been  con* 
tended  by'  one  party,  that  it  implies  only  thofe  of 
the  Poet  already  publifhed,  while  the  others  wifli  to 
include  all  that  may  hereafter  be  given  to  the 
world,  by  the  facetious  Peter. 

We  are  forry  to  add,  that  an  a6tion  .at  common 
law,  has  been  fucceeded  by  a  chancery  fuit ;  and 
without  entering  into  the  merits  of  a  <|]ueftion,  on 
which  fome  future  Chancellor  may  decide,  in  tho 
courfe  of  the  nineteenth  century,  we  moft  cordially 
recommend  an  amicable  adjuftment,  and  immedi* 
ate  compromife  to  all  parties.  What  a  pity,  that 
the  rapacious  harpies  of  the  law  fliould  be  permit* 
ted  to  fwallow  up  the  patrimony  of  the  Mufes ! 

Our  poet,  we  believe,  once  more  praftifes  as  a 
phyfician.  Lately  recovered  from  an  sfibma,  he  ha$ 
acquired  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  theory 
of  that  dffeafe,  and  is  himfelf  a  living  inftance,  that 
with  fkilful  management  it  is  not  fatal,. even  in  its 
)aft  and  word  ftages.  He  has  alfo  minutely  invc^ 
tigated  the  ftru£lure  of  that  delicate  organ,  th^ 
human  ear, 

Thi# 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOHN  WaLCOTT,  M.D.  187 

This  is  a  fpecies  of  knowledge  neither  to  be 
obtained  on  the  fumrait  of  Paraaflus^  nor  drawn 
from  the  fountain  Hippocrene ;  but  there  is  a 
certain  univerfality  in  genius,  which,  indeed^  con^ 
ftitutes  0x10  of  its  chief  ghani£leriftic8. 
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'|.0«P  ARQBllftHQr  or  CAVTBRBVAYf 

f^rimafeA/ailJSngkm/.  i 

$OME  of  the  ablefi:  and  beft  prelates  of  whom 
the  Church  of  England  has  to  boaft,  originally 
arofe  from  very  humble  fituations  in  fociety.  The 
catalogue  of  her  primates,  in  particular^  almoft 
entirely  confifts  of  perfons  of  lowly  extraction. 
Cranmer,  Parker,  Grindal,  and  Whitgift,  the  great 
pillars  of  the  church  eftablifliment,  after  the  fepa- 
ration  from  the  papal  yoke,  were  all  of  a  mean  de* 
fceiit,  if,  as  in  the  vulgar  phrafeology  of  commort 
Jife,  poverty  and  meannefs  be  fynonymous. 

Archbiihop  Abbot  was  educated  and  maintained 
by  public  charity. 

Laud's  father  was  a  weaver ;  fo  was  Tillotfon's  5 
and  none  of  them  appear  to  have  been  in  cir- 
cumftances  to  provide  for  his  fon. 

Potter  was  a  fervitor  in  his  college;  and  both 
Herring  and  Seeker  were  more  indebted  to  good 
fortune,  and  lucky  hits  in  life,  than  to  family  con- 
nexions, for  their  elevation  to  the  epifcopal  bench. 

Nor  has  this  been  the  cafe  only  with  the  Church 
of  England.  The  mod  eminent  of  the  Ronaan 
pontiffs  fprung  from  obfcurity  -,  and  the  poor  people 
in  Italy,  until  of  late,  have  been  accuftomed  to  ex* 
cite  in  their  children  an  application  to  ftudy,  by 
relating  to  them  the  ftory  of  Pope  Sixtus  the  Fifth. 
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That  great  man  was  the  fon  of  a  cottager;  and  on 
his  elevation  to  the  tiaray  he  ufed  to  fay  in  contempt 
of  the  pafquinades  that  were  made  upon  his  birth, 
that  he  was  {dt^mus  natus  illuftri^)  **  born  of  an  il- 
'*  luftrious  hdufe,  becaufe  the  fun-beams  paffing 
**  through  the  broken  walls  and  ragged  roof,  illuf- 
"  trated  every  corner  of  his  father's  hut  !*' 
.  Dr.  Moore,  the  prefent  Archbifliop  of  Canter- 
bury, is  a  native  of  Gloucefter,  where  his  father  was 
a  butcher,  in  fuch  low  circumftances  that  he  could 
not  afford  the  expences  neceffary  to  give  his  fon 
that  liberal  education  which  he  both  defired  aiid 
deferved.  He  was  therefore  brought  up  at  the 
free  fchool  of  his  native  city,  and  on  account  of  his 
docility  of  behaviour  and  promifing  talents,  fame 
friends  procured  for  him  a  humble  fituation  in  Pem- 
broke College,  Oxford,  whence  he  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Chrift-Church. 

While  at  college,  he  applied  himfelf  to  his 
iludies^  with  confiderable  afiiduity,  and  acquired 
great  refpeft  by  his  modeft  demeanour,  the  regu* 
larity  of  his  conduft,  and  his  cladical  attainments. 

He  had,  however,  with  all  thefe  qualifications,. 
JIG  higher  profpeS  before  him  than  that  of  a  country 
curacy,  till  one  of  thofe  lucky  circumflances  hap- 
pened, which  fometimes  occur  in  the  great  gan^ 
of  human  life,  anil  bring  the  obfcureft  individual  to 
the  moft  unlikely  of  all  (ituations. 

*  This  h  a  play  upon  words,  and  unfortunately  Ufes  much  of 
its  point  by  tnmflation. 
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The  late  Duke  of  Marlborough  affefted  to  lore 
the  ftudy  of  mathematics  5  and  iU  confequence  of 
that  propenfity,  ^r.  Blifs,  Savilian  profeffor  of  geo- 
metry  and  aftronomer  royal,  was  frequently  at 
filenheim.  In  one  of  his  vifits  there,  the  Duke 
alked  the  Profeffor  to  recommend  him  a  young 
man  qualified  to  a£l  as  private  tutor  to  the  Marquis 
«f  Blandford.  Blifs,  whofe  ideas  neVer  went  b^ 
yond  the  pfefent  ch^cumftance,  had  no  thoughts  df 
liis  own  fon,  but  was  puzzKng  his  brains  to  pitch 
upon  Tome  perfon  that  might  anfwer  the  Duke's 
purpofe.  At  the  time  lia  was  thus  ruminating, 
young  Moore  happened  to  be  (broiling  in  the  park, 
and  as  he  was  of  the  fame  college  with  the  Pro* 
feffdr,  who  refpefted  his  charafk^r,  he  at  once 
mentioned  him  to  his  Grace,  as  one  well  qualified 
•to  undertake  the  charge: 

In  confequence  of  this  recommendation,  Mr. 
Moore  was  fent  for,  who  very  readily  accepted  the 
offer  which  was  made  him.  But  the  pride  of  the 
-Duchefs  would  not  permit  her  to  allow  her  fon's 
tutor  to  dine  in  her  prefencej  and  therefore  Mr. 
.Moore  wais  obliged  to  put  up  with  a  place  at 
thefecond  table.  The  mortification  arifing  from 
this  circumftance,  perhaps,  was  not  then  very 
l^reat :  but  it  is  remarkable,  that  this  hauglity  dame 
^hen  Aie  became  a  widow,  actually  toutrted  the 
very  fame  tutor  to  receive  het  hand ! 

Few  men  in  Mr.  Moore's  circumftance^  would 
have  fcrupled  how  to  a£t  on  fuch'an  ooea&>n.   His 
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prudence,  however,  made  him  forefee  that  no  real 
good  could  well  refult  to  him  from  an  acceptance 
of  the  propofal ;  and  he  accordingly  declined  it. 
This  generous  conduft  endearing  him  to  his  pupil 
and  the  whole  family,  every  exertion  was  made  to 
promote  his  advancement  in  the  church. 

As  a  iirft  ftep,  the  young  Duke  fettled  an  annuity 
of  400/.  upon  Dr.  Moore,  and  obtained  for  him,  in 
^769,  a  golden  prebend  in  the  cathedral  of  Dur- 
ham, to  which  a  valuable  living  was  annexed*  In 
1771,  bis  Grace  perfonally  folicited  for  him,  of  the 
King,  the  Deanery  of  Canterbury,  and  obtained  ki 
in  1 775,  he  was  made  Bifhop  of  Bangon 

On  the  death  of  Dr.  ilf rederick  Comwallis,  m 
1783,  the  fee  of  Canterbury  was  offered  to  the  two 
greateft  prelates  that  then  ornamented  the  Englifh 
Church,  Lowth  and  Hurd.  The  former  declined 
the  tranflation,  from  his  great  age,  and  the  latter 
from  his  attachment  to  his  own  diocefe  of  Wor- 
cefter.  It  is  reported,  but  upon  what  ground  we 
will  not  venture  to  fay,  that  his  Majefty,  on  this, 
deiired  each  of  thofe  great  men  to  recommend 
one  of  the  bifhops  to  him,  as  the  fitteft  in  their 
judgment  to  fill  the  metropolitical  chair ;  and  that 
they  both,  without  having  any  knowledge  of  each 
other's  opinion,  mentioned  Dr.  Moore* 

To  have  fuppreffed  this  anecdote  in  this  place  > 
would  haire  been  wrong,  becaufe  the  ftory  has  been 
very  generally  reported,  and  it  may  be  true*^    As 
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for  our  part,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
real  fa£l  is  otherwife,  and  that  his  advancement  to 
thq  primacy  was  the  effedt  of  the  fame  patronage 
which  firft  raifed  him  in  the  chur<:h»  Moft  un- 
doubtedly he  had  not  evinced  any  of  thofe  ftrong 
powers  which  could  have  produced  fo  remarkable 
a  predilection  in  his  favour  ift  the  minds  of  his 
. learned  brethren;  befides,  we  might  fay,  that  it  is 
very  unlikely  a  poft  of  fuch  confequence  ihould, 
in  a  manner,  be  fuffSred  to  go  a-begging. 

'  I^t  the  matter  be  as  it  may,  Dr,  Moore  ob- 
tained the  ne  plus  ultra  of  ecclefiaftical  dignity,  fluid 
his  condu£t  in  it  has  been  fo  decorous,  as  to  reflet 
great  honour  upon  himfelf  and  his  patrons.  The 
fee  of  Canterbury  requires  a  very  temperate  per-  ' 
fon ;  and  his  grace  has  exaftly  fteered  that  courfe, 
which  his  illuftrious  predeceffors,  Tillotfon  and 
Seeker,  purfued  with  'credit  to  themfelves  and  be- 
nefit to  the  church. 

He  has  wifely  avoided  taking  any  aftive  part 
in  political  difputes^  neither  has  he  adopted  any 
fieps  to  inflame  the  minds  of  diflentcrs  on  the  one 
hand,  nor  to  atarm  the  friends  of  orthodoxy  on  the 
other. 

When  any  meafure  has  been  before  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  in  which  the  interefis  of  the  church 
were  at  all  concerned,  his  Grace  has  generally 
been  an  able,  but  moderate,  fpeaker.  During  his 
primacy,  the  extenfion  of  toleration^  and  epifco- 
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pKy  have  tAon  place ;  for  the  CathoJJeShaVe  been 
greatly  relieved,  and  Bifliopa  have  been  appamted 
m  Atn€tic9k.  Both  fhdfe  cifcumfi&Med  h«d  his 
Grace's  countenance  and  fupport.  He  has,  mofe^ 
0ftt,  been  the  conftant  ffietid  of  merit  5  attd  nu- 
merousT  afts  of  generous  patronage  might  be  re«^ 
corded  in  his  praife. 

It  too  frequently  happens,  that  men  of  obfcure 
origin  affeft  to  forget  the  lowly  flock  from  whence 
they  fprung.  An  elevation  for  which  they  were 
no  way  prepared  by  family  connexions,  generally 
turns  their  heads  di2zy  with  falfe  pride ;  and  then 
a  view  of  their  humble  defcent  becomes  ofFenfive. 
Former  friendlhips  and  fituations  are  confequently 
wiped  out  of  their  remembrance^  and  poor  rela- 
tions are  carefully  (hunned,  or  are  caft  into  (hade> 
to  fubfift  on  a  pittance  privately  beftowed,  that 
they  may  not  tarnifli  the  dignity  of  the  great  per* 
fonage  to  whom  they  have  the  fortune  to  be  al- 
lied* He  who  rifes  fuperior  to  this  common  fail* 
mg  is  a  true  philofopher^  and  Worthy  of  our 
efteem. 

Dr.  Moore  no  fooner  began  to  tafte  the  fweett 
of  profperity,  than  he  eagerly  haftened  to  commu- 
nicate a  portion  of  them  to  bis  family  3  and  as  he 
advanced  In  preferment,  his  attention  to  them  was 
proportipnably  encreafed.  This  is  an  eulogy  far 
more  honourable  than  that  derived  from  the 
moil  iUuftriou(  talents^  or  the  moil  fplendid  ac- 
tions, 
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Th^  Archbifhop  ha^  only  printed  twafermoM  ; 
the  one  preached  on  the  thirtieth  of  January,  1777, 
hcfore  the  Lords,  and  the  other  on  the  faft-day  in 

His  Grace  married  a  filler  of  Lord  Auckland, 
by  whom  he  has  feveral  childrurt. 
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THAT  eminent  conftellation,  which  once  il- 
luminated the  literary  hemifphere  with  fuch  fplen- 
dour,  and  in  which  Johnson  ftione  with  the  moft 
diftinguiihed  luftre,  has,  for  fome  time,  been  reduc- 
ed to  a  very  fmall  number  of  luminaries. 

The  veteran  who  now  calls  for  our  confidera- 
tion  long  moved  in  this  illuftrious  circle  with  con- 
fiderable  reputation,  and  enjoyed  a  degree  of  ap- 
plaufe,  on  account  of  his  produQions,  which  has 
been  the  lot  of  but  few.  He  has,  however, 
feen.  the  greateft  ornaments  of  literature  cut  offi 
and  hardly  any  others  worthy  notice  arifirig  in 
their  place.  He  has  beheld  the'  new  philofophy 
fpreading  fts  glare  wide  around,  ajid  obtaining  ad- 
miration^  arid  he  has  lived  to  witnefs  a  new  theatri- 
cal tafte,  ufurpirig  the  province  of  the  genuine 
drama,  and. threatening  complete  deftru£i;ioa  to 
one  of  the  fineft  branches  of  poefy. 

He  has  alfo  exifted  long  enough  to  witnefs  a  re-' 
volution,  not  only  in  matters  of  a  political  ijiature,* 
but  in  manners,  fentiment,  and  amufemeilts.'^ure-« 
\y  fuch  a  man,  fiill  retaining  all  hi^  faculties  in 
their  priftine  vigour,  cannot  contemplate  the  fur- 
rounding  fcene,  in  which  he  is  nearly  ifolatr 
ed,  without  feeling  all  his  fenfibilities  wounded ! 
But  let  us  wave  reHe£tion,  and  proceed  tQ  nar- 
rative. 

O  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Murphy  was  born  in  Cork,  about  the  year 
1727,  and  yeceived  in  thatxity  the  rudiments  of 
his  education.  From  Ireland  he  was  fent  to  the 
Jefuit's  College  at  St.  Omer's,  and  attained  in  that 
learned  feminary  a  very  extenfive  knowledge  of  the; 
Latin  language. 

His  uncle,  who  refided  in  the  Weft-Indies,  de- 
figning  him  for  trade,  he  was  placed  in  a  Banking- 
houfe  in  Lombard-ftreet.  But  the  Mufes  foon 
attra6led  him  from  the  bill-book  and  the  ledger  j 
and  inftead  of  applying  himfelf  to  commercial 
ftudies,  all  hi^  attention  wa$  devoted  to  the  writ* 
ings  of  the  moft  elegant  authors,  ancient  and  mo- 
dern. - 

The  compting-houfe  was  of  courfe  (ban  entirely 
abandoned ;  and,  with  a  very  fcanty  pittance  of 
this  world's  ftore,,  he  entered  himfelf,  in  1750,  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Gray's  Inn,  and  became 
an  adventurer  in  literaturCji  partly  from  neceffity, 
and  partly  from  choice. 

At  firft,  indeed,  he  formed  the  defign  of  adopt- 
ing the  ftage  as  a  profeffion*  but  after  two  or  three 
eflays,  one  of  which  was  in  the  chara£ler  of  Othello, 
he   found  himfelf  better  qualified  to  write  plays 

than  to  a/H  them.* 

His 

*  Ciiarics  Churchill,  the  celebrated  iatiriA,  was  perhaps  too . 
fevere  on  this  attempt  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Murphy,  wIkhii-  he  at* 
larays  perfectited  with  a  raneour  tlia»  ftennc^frMD  its  Yiolente^  ttt 
hav«  arifbn  ift  per&uial  H&Vlc  : 
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His  firft  literary  undertkkiog  that  we  know  of 
was  the  Gray's  Inn  Journal,  which  he  commenced 
in  1752,  and  continued  for  two  years.  This  work 
w«s  not  without  its  merit,  or  even  celebrity,  though 
when  compared  with  the  other  periodical  papers 
of  the  fame  time,  particularly  the  formidable  Ram* 
bier,  it  finks  into  infignificance.  This  publication^ 
howeveri  wds  the  means  of  introducing  the  author 
to  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon>  and  as 

*^  In  perfon  tall,  a  figure  fbrni'd  to  pleafc, 
^*  If  fymmctry  could  cbarnii  depriv'd  of  eafe ) 
'*  When  motionlefs  he  lUnds  we  all  approve : 
•*  What  pity  'tis  the  Thing  was  made  to  move ! 

^  His  voice  in  one  dull,  deep,  unvaryM  found, 
^  Seems  to  break  forth  from  caverns  under  ground ; 
**  From  hollow  ched,  the  low  fepukhrat  note 
M  UawiUing  heavesi  and  ftmggks  in  his  throat* 

''  Could  authors  butcfaer'd  give  an  ador  gracei 
^  AU  muft  to  him  refignthe  foremoft  place. 
'*  When  he  attempts^  in  fome  one  ftv'rite  partf 
**  To  ape  the  feelings  of  a  manly  heart, 
<<  Hb  honeft  features  the  difguife  defy,  _ 

^  And  his  face  loudly  gives  his  tongue  the  fie. 

^  Still  ?n  extreme  he  knows  no  happy  mean, 
**  Or  ravii^  mad  or  ibipidly  fenene  t 
^  In  cold-wrougbt  fcenes  the  lifelefs  ador  ilag% 
'*  In  paflion,  tears  the  paffion  into  rags. 

*<  Can  none  remember?— yes— I  know  all  mufi«« 
^  When  in  the  Mooa  he  ground  his  teeth  to  duft  i 
'<  When  o'er  the  (lage  he  folly's  (landard  bore, 
sc  WhiUl  common  fenfe  ftood  trembling  at  the  door.** 

Rosciaa,  t.  )65« 

O3  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


198  ARTHUR  MURPHr. 

the  anecdote  is  curious,  it  is  worth  relating  in  thin 
place.  ' 

.  Mr.  Murphy  was  on  a  vifit  at  the  country-houfe 
of  Foote,  when  a  paper  was  wanted  for  his  jour- 
nal. Being  ill-difpofed  for  compofition,  the  Eng- 
lifli  Ariftophanes  produced  a  new  French  mifcel- 
lany,  in  which  was  an  Eaftem  apologue  remarkably 
ingenious.  This  pleafed  our  author  fo  well,  that 
he  tranfiated  it  at  once,  and  fent  it  to  his  printer. 
On  his  return  to  town,  he  found  that  this  tale  had 
been  taken  by  the  French  writer  from  Johnfon's 
Rambler  without  acknowledgement.  Hurt  at  this 
unintentional  plagiarifm.  Murphy  waited  upon 
Johnfon,  and  made  his  apology.  The  moralift  was 
eafily  pacified';  and  an  acquaintance  commenced, 
which  continued  till  Johnfon's  death. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  reign.  Murphy 
enlifted  as  a  party-writer,  in  vindication  of  Lord 
Bute's  adminiftration ;  and  though  his  labours  were 
but  feeble,  in  comparifon  with  the  keen  attacks  of 
Oppofition,  he  was  handfomely  rewarded  by  thofe 
whofe  caufe  he  efpoufed,  » 

At  this  time  he  was  in  .habits  of  intimacy  with 
Mr.  Wilkes ;  and  though  they  were  engaged  in  a 
fierce  paper  war,  the  former  in  the  /Auditor,  and*  the 
latter  in  the  North  Briton^  yet  they  knew  not/  for 
fome  lime,  that  they  were  fighting  with  each 
other.  6n  the  difcovery  of  the  fecret,  Wilkes's  par-' 
tizans  entered  into  a  refolution  to  oppofe  any  new 
pipQ/e  wbicb  Mr.  Murphy  might  bring  forward  on 
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the  ftage.  Accordingly;  when  our  author*^  farcfe 
of  "  What  we  muft  all  come  to/'  was  performed, 
a  violent  party-fpirit  manifefted  itfelf ;  and  the 
piece,  though  free  from  any  polidcal  allufions^  was 
damned!  Some  years  afterwards  it  was  again  pro^ 
duced>  under  the  title  of  ".  Three  Weeks  after 
**  Marriage,"  when  it  received  unmixed  applauib", 
and  has  continued  a  favourite  entertainment  evei: 
fince. 

Murphy  expoftulated  with  Wilke*  on  the  com 
duft  of  his  friends,  and  the  patriot  not  only  dit 
avowed  any  fhare  in  their  proceedings,  but  pro- 
mifed>  that  fhould  any  future  occafion  offer,  h* 
would  himfelf  come  forward  with  his  party  in  the 
offended  bard*s  fupport.        * 

As  a  political  writer,  Mr.  Murphy  never  rofe  to 
any  diftinguiflied  eminence,  otherwife  we  fuppofe 
he  would  have  obtained  either  preferment  or  a 
penfion.  The' only  thing  with  which  he  was  fa- 
voured, as  far  as  we  know,  was  the  poft  of  Coni* 
miflioner  of  Bankrupts,  which  he  held  till  the  ap- 
pointment of  Lord  Thurlow  to  the  great  feal ;  and 
when  the  prefent  Chancellor  came  into  office,  he 
replaced  hife  old  friend  upon  the  lift.  .      j      •        - 

Though  regularly  called  to  the  bar  by  the  focietjr 
of  Lincoln's  Inn,  after  a.longfttuggle,':be  nevel-  o(v 
t^uned.any  .extenflye  practice,  nor:  any  .fli^re  of 
credit  on  account  of  legal  abilities.'  :Hc,lhoweveri 
wefatf  the! Norfolk'  dtrcuit  for  a  confiderptole  time. 
.  Aa>.a  writeri4he:iliasi:ihoQe  nio^  kud^ariiatid 
V  :,-  O  4  poetry i 
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jppetry ;  ffiki  it  fmy  b^  iiu4  Qf  btm,  What  few  wha 
Mve  written  far  the  tttge  caii  boaft,  that  he  haa 
been  equally  fuecefsful  in  comtdy  .md  tragedy* 
Hi^  pieces  in  the  former  Jine  evince  great  know* 
ledge  of  the  world,  and  a  minute  acquaintance  with  • 
the  human  charaEler,  combined  with  that  livelinefa 
0f  fane/ which  is  effentially  neoeiTaiy  tp  produco 
the  fcnOsttions  of  mirth. 

In  his  tragedies,  one  remarks  a  liappy  delineation 
of  chara£ier,  joined  to  a  due  mixture  of  the  pathe- 
tic and  heroic,  clothed  with  language  at  once  s^i» 
propriate,  eafy,  and  elegant.  So  great  has  been 
the  fuccefs  of  his  playSj  that  though  die  receipts  of 
the  firmer  Pmry-Iane  theatre  never  amounted  to 
three  hundred  pounds  a  night,  he  gained  eight 
hundred  pounds  by  his  **  Grecian  Daughters"  and 
irery  n^ar  the  fame  fum  by  *^  His  Way  to  keep 
Him/'  • 

Mr  Murphy's  intimacy  with  the  firft  geniuies  of 
the  age  tended  greatly  to  improve  his  t^fte^  aAd  can* 
fequently  to  render  his  produdions  elegant.  Such 
an  aflfociation  is  of  wonderful  bene6t  to  a  rifiog  anc} 
emulous  writer*  In  the  company  of  fueh  sis  John* 
fon  and  Burke,  a  man  poifefled  of  any  portion  of 
genius  could  not  fail  to  have  improved  his  mind. 
Ta  have  been  in  habits  of  clofe  friendfliip  with 
tbefe  perfpnt  required  no  fmall  portion  of  Uteimiy 
^nd  moral  merit. 

Mr.  Murphy  had  the  credit  of  introducing  J^ihn^ 
fon  tQ  theiac(iueintance  of  Mr.  TbraJe..  He  waa 
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klfo  s  member  of  the  club  which  Jobnion  infti« 
futed  in  Eflex-ftreet. 

fii  1 762  he  wrote  an  Effay  <m  the  Life  and  Genius 
of  H^ry  Fielding,  prefixed  to  the  complete  edi- 
tion of  that  writer's  wdrks,  for  which  he  received  a 
confidcrable  fum.  Oi^  this  occafion  he  behaved  in 
a  manner  which  few  biographers  will,  perhaps,  be 
difpofed  to  imitate.  A  confiderable  quantity  ^ 
letters,  and  anecdotes  were  put  into  his  hands,  bjr 
Sir  John.  Fielding,  and  others,  to  elucidate  the 
memoir.  On  examining  thefe  communications,  be 
found  that  many  of  them  were  well  adapted  to 
amufe  the  publici  but  that  at  the  fame  time  they 
tended  to  tamifh  the  memory  of  the  deceafed.  He^ 
therefore,  fupprefled  them ;  and  gave  to  his  pro- 
du£lion  the  qualified  title  of  an  eflay.  He  followed 
a  fimilar  line  of  condud  with  refpe£l:  to  the  life  of 
his  friend  Johnfon,  which  was  publifhed  in  179!^ 
and  for  which  he  was  handfomely  rewarded. 

About  the  fame  time  appeared  his  tranflation  of 
Tackus,  in  four  quarto  volumes.  In  this  work  he 
had  been  engaged  for  many  yeard ',  and  there  is  H 
cir^^umftaqce  refpefting  it  which  does  Mr.  Mur* 
phy  infinite  honour.  Not  long  before  the  publi* 
cation  of  this  work,  a  nobleman  of  high  rank  an4 
confequence  in  the  political  world  fignified  to  the 
tranilator  his  wifli  to  have  it  dedicated  to  him. 
Murphy,  however,  had  previoufly  determined  to 
anfpribe  his  labours  to  the  man  whom  he  moft 
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t&eemtdy  the  immortal  BurkEj  and  he  accordingly 
made  a  noble  facrifice  of  intereft  to  friendfhip  ! . 

Hrs  Jaft  literary  produ£lion  was  a  tragedy  never 
performed,  entitled  "  Arminiusj"  and  he  has  been 
lately  engaged  in  writing  the  life  of  the  modern 
Ai;iftophaties,  Samuel  Foote. 

Mr.  Murphy's  claflical  knowlege  and  taiie  appear 
to  great  advailtage  in  his  Latin  poems,  particu- 
larly in  a  verfion  of  Gray's  Elegy ;  and  we  remem- 
ber to  have  feen  an  elegant  tranflation  of  Addifon's 
Letter  from  Italy,  written  by  him,  but  never 
printed. 

Mr.  Murphy  ufually  refides  at  Hammcrfmith, 
enjoying  an  eafy  independence.  He  is  a  very  en- 
tertaining; companion,  abounding  in  anecdotes^  of 
which  he  is  engagingly  communicative  in  company. 
His  charafter  is  highly  r^fpeflable ;  and  he  enjoys 
the  intimacy  of  fome  of  the  fir(t  perfonages  in  the 
kingdom. 

Wc  are  forry,r  however,  to  obferve,  that  his 
liealth  is  on  the  decline,  and  that  he  has  been 
obliged  to  go  to  Briftof^  for  th^  benefit  of  thu 
waters.  W. 
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WILLIAM,  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  fiiccecded  his 
father  in  the  year  17 13,  being  then  only  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  In  1755  he  efpoufed  a  rich 
heirefs  of  the  name  of  Nichols,  by  whom  he  got  a 
very  confiderable  addition  to  his  fortune,  and  in 
1757  was  chofen  Recorder  of  Litchfield. 

His  Lordfliip  being  of  a  pious  turn  of  mind,  his 
conduftbas  been  chiefly  marked  by  an  attention  to 
religious  duties,  for  which,  as  well  as  correftneft 
of  manners,  he  has  been  more  diftinguiflied  than 
moft  men  of  the  fame  rank.  Notwithftanding  this, 
he  has  not  entirely  abftrafted  himfdf  from  public 
affairs^  for  we  find  him  at  times  filling  fome  of  the 
moft  confiderable  offices  in  the  ftate. 

His  Lordfliip  connefted  himfelf  early  in  life  with 
the  Rockingham  party,  and' when  they  came  into 
power  in  1765,  he  was  made  Firft  Lord  of  Trade, 
and  fworn  of  the  privy-council. 

He,  however,  does  not  fecm  to  have  continued 
ftaunch  to  his  old  friends,  for  although  he  went 
out  with  them,  yet  about  the  year  1771  he  was 
induced  to  accept  of  the  poft  of  Secretary  of  State, 
and  foon  after  removed  to  tlie  head  of  the  board, 
of  trade.  In  this  fit  nation  he  took  a  warm  and 
decided  part  againft  the  Americans,  which  recom- 
mended him  fo  much  to  his  Majefty,  that  in  1775 
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he  had  the  cuftody  of  the  Privy  Seal  confided  to 
him,  which  office  he  retained  during  the  whole 
remaining  term  of  Lord  North's  adminiftration. 

This  noble  Lord>  who,  along  with  the  late  Baron 
Smythe,  was  the  chief  fupporter  of  the  ivangeUcal 
freacbing  at  the  Lock  chapel,  is  by  many  con- 
iidered  a  methodift.  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable 
that  a  man  of  his  retired  and  ferious  turn  of  mind 
iliould  engage  in  the  bufy  career  of  politics.  Soon 
after  his  difmifiiony  he  joined  the  coalition,  and  by 
them  was  appointed  Lord  Steward  of  the  Houfe* 
hold,  which  place  he  retained  about  nine  months^ 
and  when  his  friends  were  driven  out  of  power,  he 
retired  with  them,  and  has  continued  ever  fince  in 
the  obfcurity  of  private  life. 

During  the  (h'uggle  about  the  regency  he  took 
the  fide  of  the  prince,  for  which  his  Highnefs 
ihewed  his  gratitude,  by  appdbting  his  fon.  Lord 
Lewilham,  Warden  of  the  Stannaries  of  Comwail. 

Lord  Dartmouth  is  efteemed  a  man  of  fenfe, 
and  was  confidered  as  a  tolerable  fpeaker  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  In  private  life,  he  bears  the  cha- 
ra£ier  of  a  good  hufband,  a  good  parent,  ami  a 
kind  roafter;  and  is,  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  moft 
inoffenfive  among  the  nobility. 

So  early  as  the  year  1755,  we  find  the  late  Mr. 
James  Hervey,  author  of  the  *•  Meditations,*'  &c. 
one  of  hisLordfliip's  intimates,  and  fpeaking  high- 
ly of  his  pious  difpofition. 

He  was  alfo  the  clofe  friend  of  the  late  Co«mtef» 
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of  Huntingdon,  Mr.  George  Whitfield,  and  all  the 
eminent  fupporters  of  Calviniftical  Metbodifm. 
It  muft  be  allowed^  that  as  a  private  man  he  has 
borne  bimfelf  with  an  uniform  chara£ter  through 
life  s  and  with  thtpofegim  of  piety,  has  invariabljr 
conne£led  the  fra^ia  of  it. 
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THE  HON.  AND  REV.  DR.  SHUTE  BARRINGTON, 
LOKD  Bishop  op  du&ham. 

John  Shute  Barrington,  whd  was  created  an 
Englifli  Vifcount  in  the  year  1720,  was  the  inti- 
mate friend  of  the  immortal  Locke,  and,  like  him, 
81  firm  afiertor  of  the  liberties  of  mankind,  an  acute 
metaphy£cian,  and  an  able  expofitor  and  defender 
of  the  facred  fcriptures.  His  Lordftiip  died  the 
latter  end  of  1734^  and  left  behind  him  fix  fons^ 
five  of  whom  have  arrived  at  great  eminence  in  the 
profeflions  of  the  army,  navy,  the  law,  and  the 
church. 

The  fubjeft  of  our  prefent  notice  was  the 
youngeft  of  thefe,  and  was  born  about  the  year 
1732.  He  received  his  education  at  Eton  fchool, 
whence  he  was  removed  to  the  univerfity  of  Ox- 
ford, where  he  was  entered  of  Merton  College; 
but  he  afterwards  went  to  Chrift-church,  of  which 
he  became  a  ftudent. 

He  entered  into  holy  orders  in  1756,  and  the 
year  following  took  his  degree  of  Matter  of  Arts. 
June  loth,  1762,  the  degree  of  Doftor  of  LSiws 
was  conferred  upon  him  i  and  in  1766,  on  the  death 
of  Dr.  Taylor,  he  was  prefented  to  a  canon  refiflen- 
tiarifliip  in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul. 

In  the  year  1769  he  was  made  Biftiop  of  Lan- 
daffs  and  while  in  that  ftation  he  brought  a  bill 
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into  the  Honk  of  Lords^  the  objcQ  of  which  went 
to  checTc  the  encreafing  evil  of  matrimonial  infi- 
delity, by  preventing  perfons  divorced  by  parlia- 
ment frDm  marrying  thofe  with  whom  they  had 
been  criminal.  His  Lordlhip  obferved,  that  many 
a^  of  adultery  had  been  committed  folely  with  the 
intention  to  obtain  feparation,  in  order  to  form  new, 
alliances-;  and,  therefore,  he  was  deiirous  of  put-* 
ting  a  legal  barrier  againft  that  licentious  praftice. 
In  this  attempt  he  waft  fupported  by  the  opinion 
of  the  ableft  lav«rye,rs  and  divines  in  the  kingdoms 
His  laudable  defign,  however,  fell  to  the  ground  ; 
though -had  it 'taken  place  much  good  would  have 
been  effefted  by  it,  and  the  long  catalogue  of 
divorces  muft  have  been  drawn  within  a  very 
narrow  cotnpafs.  , 

In  the  year  1782,  his  Lordfliip  was  tranfiated  to 
The  fee  of  Salllbury>  where  he  diftinguiflied  himfclf 
ipreatly  by  his  liberality  in  repairing  and  beautify- 
ing the  noble  cathedral  of  that  diocef^;  and  on  the 
deaith  of  Bifhop  Egerton,  ii^  ^79i>  he  was  tranfiated 
to  Durham,  with  the  approbation  of  every  well- 
wifher  to  the  church  and  ftate. 

In  his  epifcopal  capacity,  his  Lordihip  hkas  con* 
du£led  himfelf  with  great  dignity  of  manners,  and 
with  the  moft  exemplary  attention  to  the  duties  of 
his  office. 

He  has  been  very  watchful  over  the  behaviour  of 
his  clergy  I  and  has  ihewo  a  moft  commendable 
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circamfpeftion  with  refpeft  to  the  chara£ler  a»l 
qualifications  of  candidates  for  holy  orders. 

Wrth  a  fandablc  2eal  to  promote  the  ftudy  of 
facred  Kferattrre,  he  beftows  premitims  upon  fnch 
candidates  as  fexcel  in  the  Hebrew  and  Greek 
languages-  Thre,  yre  beHeve,  is  quite  a  norel 
praftice;  and  doubtlefs,  were  it  generally  followed, 
it  would  not  Only  create  a  fpirrt  of  emulatfon  in 
ymmgperfons  preparfng  for  the  church,  hut  would, 
morecy^r^  render  moil  of  them  afhanrled  of  appear- 
ing before  the  Bifhop  or  Archdeacon  without  a 
tolerabk  flrarc  of  (acred  learnmg.. 

One  anecdote  of  his  Lordffiip  does  higi  ho- 
nout  to  hfs  Kbcralhy  and  his  piety.  A  relation  of 
Mrs.  Harrington  having  experienced  fbme  embar- 
raifments  and  difappointments  in  life,  wifhed  to 
amend  his  fitiiation  (being  a  mifitary  officer),  by 
entering  into  the  church;  thinking  that  thd  Bifbop 
would  proi^ide  handfbmely  for  hhn.  On  niakinj 
the  neceffary  application  to  bis  kinCnan,  he  was 
afked  what  preferment  would  fatisfy  him.  To  this 
home  queftion  he  readily  arfwered,  that  about 
500/.  a  year  would  make  him^  a  happy  man,  ^  You 
•*fhaHhave  rf,"*  fakf  his  Lordffinp,  •♦but  not  out 
•*  of  the  patrimony  of  the  church.  I  witl  not  de- 
•*  prive  a  worthy  and  regular  dirinr  to  provide  for 
•'  a  neceilitous  relation.  You  fliall  haye*  the  fun 
•*  you  mention  yearly  out  of  my  own  pocket/* 

The  Bifi^  ha^  publiflied  fererat  ftnrgle  lemions; 
and  fome    epifcopal  charges,  which   have  been 
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greatly  cfteemed.  He  alfo  contributed  fome  valu* 
able  notes  to  Mr.  Bowyer*8  **  Conje£hire5  on  the 
New  Teftament,"  and  he  has  given  the  world 
an  edition  of  his  father's  "  Mifcellanea  Sacra,'* 
in  three  volumes,  8yo.  with  many  additions  and 
corredions. 

Though  a  fupporter  of  adminiftration,  he  has 
conduced  himfelf  in  parliament  with  great  mode* 
lation. 
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THE  dhorader  of  Mi  kGtor^  in  private  Ufe,  hmi 
been  ufually  beheld,  throughout  all  Europe.  Tvlttt 
t  certain  degree  ^  coolnefs,  bordering  on  con- 
tompc.  Id  Spun/w^  belie\<ie,  cMMdlans  are  not 
admitted  to  confejjim^  at  this  very  day ;  and  it  is  well 
kftown,  that  in  France,  previoufly  to  the  abolitlonj 
or  at  lead  the  limitation  of  the  Monarchy,  they  did 
not  enjoy  the  rites  of  fepulture,  or,  in  other  words, 
were  not  permitted  to  participate  of  "  a  Chriftiaa 
burial."  In  this  country,  illibe/al  prejudices  are 
happily  of  lefs  avail,  and  the  names  of  Shakfpear^ 
and  of  Garrick  have  contributed  not  a  little  tcr 
(hield  the  whole  profeffion  from  indifcriminatrf 
contumely. 

The  objeft  of  this  memoir,  known  to  all  lovers 
of  the  drama  by  the  familiar  name  of  "  Tom 
King,"  feems  to  have  received  a  better  education 
than  the  bulk  of  the  fraternity.  His  family,  which 
was  refpeftable,  fent  him  to  a  good  grammar- 
{chool  in  the  country,  whence,  at  a  proper  period, 
he  was  removed  to  London,  and  articled  to  ao 
attorney. 

He  foon,  however,  became  captivated  with  the 
Aage;  and  quitting  his  profeiEon,  accompanied 
Shuter,  and  joined  a  ftrolling^  company,  about 
thirty  miles  from  London.    This^  of  courfe,  irri^i 
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*at<Jd  hig  parents^,  who,  jaftejid  of  enijeavouring  to 
reclaim,  abandoned  and  left  him  to  Shift  for  hiwf^ 
felf.  If  Tate  Wilkinfon  is  correfft  ja  his  datw, 
Mr-  King  muft  now  have  been  o«  the  ftage  full 
i^alf  a  century^  for  Jp^  tells  us^  that  he  played  iiftdor 
Mr.  Garrick  m  174^* 

Thofe  who  have  feeo  this  excellent  B$tor  of 
iatcj  will  fcarcely  he  ii)daced  to  believe,  that  for 
many  years  after  his  firft  appearaxy:e  he  played 
almoft  exclufively  in  tragedy.  In  174$,  be  per* 
foroied  George  Barnwell;  and  next  year  ap- 
pe^ed  in  Dublin  in  the  chara£ier  of  the  Romaa 
Father ! 

He  at  length  obtained  an  eAgag«mcnt  at  Bath^ 
where  he  contraded  a  friendfliip  with  Mifs  Bak^r^ 
at  that  time  a  celebrated  dancer^  and  who  .is  a^ 
prefeiit  his  wife. 

His  fuccefs  at  Bath  recommended  him  to  the 
maaagers  of  Drury-lane,  who  employed  him  at  a 
fmall  falary,  and  entrufted  him  oply  with  inferior 
parts  i  nor  could  he,  for  fome  time,  obtain  any 
chara£ier  in  the  lead  fuitable  to  his  talents*  Hp  ' 
tho'efore  quitted  that  theatre,  repaired  again  to 
Ireland,  and  a£ted  in  a  copfiderable  number  of 
comic  charaflers,  with  great  applaufe.  He  had, 
by  this  time,  contrived  to  form  in  Dublin  a  very 
jrepatable^fet  of  acquaintance,  and  would  proba^ 
Uy  have  remained  in  that  country,  had  be  not  fore« 
feen  the  divifions  which  were  likely  to  take  place 
in  its  theatrical  concerns.    He  accordingly  applied 
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to  Mr.  Garrick,  and  the  fam^  of  his  merit  having 
reached  England  before  his  offer,  he  was  engaged, 
at  a  genteel  falary. 

Garrick  immediately  brought  him  out  in  the 
character  of  Tcmy  in  the  "  Confcious  Lovers ;"  in 
which,  and  many  other  comic  fituations,  he  ob- 
tained uncommon  applaufc.  But  what  raifed  his 
fame  , to  the  ftandard  at  which  it  afterwards  flood 
was  Ws  inimitable  performance  of  Lord  Oglehyy  in 
the  *'  Clandefline  Marriage,"  which  he  executed  in 
ib  mafterly  a  ftyle,  as  to  obtain  the  mod  flattering 
attention,  and  greatly  aflift  the  run  of  that  excel- 
lent comedy. 

It  is  faid,  that  Garrick  intended  to  play  the  part 
himfelf,  but  could  not  fix  on  a  mode  of  doing  it  to 
his  mind.  On  this  he  defir^d  King  to  try  it,  and 
m^fo  plcafed'with  the»firft  fpecimen  he  gave  at 
the  rehearfal,  that  he  declared,  if  he  could  fupport 
the  fame  ftyle  of  afting  throughout,  it  would  be  one 
of  the  firft  comic  charaQers  on  the  ftage* 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Powell,  in  1765,  Mr.  King 
purchafed  his  fhare  of  the  Briftol  theatre,  which 
turned  out  profitable  to  him ;  and  with  his  winter 
engagement  at  Drury  Lane,  produced  a  very  hand- 
fome  income.  He  fold  it,  however,  a  few  years 
after,  to  Mr.  Palmer,  of  the  theatre  at  Bath  (late 
of  the  poft-ofHce),  and  purchafed  the  property  of 
Sadler's  Wells ;  but  this  not  being  fo  produ£live 
as  he  wifhed,  he  difpofed  of  it  to  Mr.  Wroughton. 

When  Mr.  Sheridan  and  the  other  partners  pur- 
chafed 
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chafed  Drury-lane  houfe»  that  gentleman's  inimi- 
table comedy  of  "  The  School  for  Scandal''  was 
brought  out.  This  afforded  Mr.  King  a  new  op* 
portunity  of  difplaying  his  tatents  for  comedy,  m 
the  chara£ler  of  Sir  Peter  Teazle ;  and  when  Sheri- 
dan embarked  fo  deeply  in  politics,  as  to  prevent 
his  attending  the  duty  of  the  theatre,  he  delegated 
his  power  to  King,  and  appointed  him  acting  ma* 
nager. 

A  little  before  this,  Mr-  K.  had  abfented  him« 
felf  during  a  whole  feafon  from  the  ftage;  on 
his  return,  he  wrote  an  interlude  for  his  intro* 
du6tion,  called  ''  A  dramatic  Olio,"  which  was 
well  received.  He  has  alfo  written  "  Love  at  firft 
Sight/'  a  ballad  farce,  aded  at  Drury-lane  in  1765  ; 
and  "  Wit's  lad  Stake,"  another  farce,  played  at 
the  fame  houfe  in  1769. 

But  in  the  midfi  of  this  profperity,  and  when  he 
had  realized  a  handfome  fortune,  a  pailion,  which 
he  had  long  fuppreflfed,  is  reported  to  have 
broke  out,  and  deftroyed  his  pleaiing  profpe6ts» 
While  under  Mr.  Garrick's  dominion,  and  a  can^ 
didate  for  public  favour^  he  difcovsred  an  infur* 
mountable  propenfity  to  play;  and  although  cau- 
tioned againft  it,  yet  he  could  not  refill,  but  loft  all 
his  earnings  at  the  gaming^^table*  One  night, 
however,  fortune  fmiled,  and  he  gained  fo  large  a 
fum  as  2oopl.  On  this  he  is  faid  to  have  im- 
mediately made  a  mod  folemn  declaration,  both  tQ 
Carrick  and  his  wife,  "  that  he  wovld  never  touch 
P  J  a  dice* 
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a  dice-box  i[gdn  P'  It  ha^  eveti  been  faid,  that  he 
executed  a  bond  for  a  fum  of  money  to  the  for* 
BHier,  urtder.  penalty  of  forfeiture  in  cafe  he  ever 
gamed*  King  kept  his  refolution  for  many 
ye^n,  tifktiti  by  the  death  of  hrs  friend  "  Davy," 
he  perhaps  deemed  himfelf  abfolved  from  his 
lingagem^nt :  havmg  then  an  exteniive  circle  of 
genteel'  ajeqoa]n|;aik:e>  he  was  induced  to  entet 
himfelf,  abotit  the  year  1784  or  1785,  a  membe? 
<)f  the  club  at  Miles's,  merely  from  the  love  of  fo- 
€iety,  and  Ailiy  fecure,  as  he  thought,  againft  the 
allurements  of  play.  He  was,  however,  at  laft 
tempted  ;  and  Idling,  at  firft,  fome  fmalt  fums,  be* 
Came  vex^,  ai^  ventured  deeper,  until  that  for* 
tune  he  had  beet»  fo  long  accumulating  by  his 
exertions  was  almoft  totally  exhaufted.  In  con-» 
fequence  of  this,  he  parted  with  his  pretty  little 
villa  at  Hampton,  and  exchanged  his  houfe  in 
Gerrard-ftrect  for  a  fmall  one  in  Store Hreet,  Bed* 
ford-fqiiarej. 

Nor  was  the  lofs  of  fortune  the  only  difap-^ 
pointment  that  enfued.  He  was  at  that  time  in 
treaty  with  Dr,  Ford  for  a  ihare  of  Ehiiry-lane 
theatre,  but  this  unlucky  transfer  of  his  property 
rendered  him  incapable  of  making  good  the  pay- 
ment. Some  trifling  difpute  having  occurred,  in 
eonfequence  of  this,  Mr.  ICiug,  in  anger,  religned 
his  two  fituations,  as  aftor  and  manager  at  Drury- 
lane  theatre. 

He  w»8,  however,  under  the  neceiTity  of  relying 
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once  more  on  the  ftage  for  a  maintenance ;  and 
accordingly^  in  1788;,  he  repaired  to  Dublin,  the 
fcene  of  his  juvenile  triumphs,  where  he  was  again 
received  with  all  that  warmth  an^  fenthufiafm  fo 
dele£lable  to  sm  old  f^voufifc^f 

On  his  return,  he  perfotiMd  a  illpuUted  num^* 
ber  of  nights  at  Cevent^garden  theatre,  both  to  th^ 
advantage  of  himfelf  and  tba  mMagor ;  aini  nex^ 
feafon  he  refamed  bis  (ituaticHi  at  Drury-Iane. 

Left  year,  actuated  by  motives  of  fmcere  friend* 
ihip,  Mr.  Sipikfii  who  had  Jong  q^Ute4  the  (Uge^ 
came  to  town,  exprefly  on  purpofe  to  play  CharU^^ 
in  the  "  School  for  Scandal/'  for  his  benefit ;  ^nd 
the  houfe.  as  might  be  expe^ed,  w^,i  id  the  laa* 
giiage  of  the  theatre,  '*  a  bumper  !" 

Mr.  King  is  undoubtedly  the  firft  comic  a^or* 
th£  ftage  has  poflefled  for  many  years,  aod  alfo 
ftands  unrivalled  in  the  happy  art  of  tf^^Hvering  h 
lively  prologue^ 
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THE  HON.  BROWNLOW  NORTH, 

LO&D  BISHOP  OP  WIKCHESTBR. 

THIS  refpeftable  prelate  is  half-brother  of  the 
late  Frederick,  Earl  of  Guildford,  the  amiable  but 
unfortunate  minifter  of  this  country,  m  perhaps  one 
of  the  moll  eventful  periods  of  its  hiftory. 

His  Lordfliip  was  educated  at  Eton  fchoof, 
l;«rhence  he  removed  to  Trinity  college,  Oxford, 
which  he  afterwards  left  for  a  feUowfhip  of  All* 
Souls. 

Here  he  took  his  degree  of  LL JD.  and  on  en« 
tering  into  holy  orders,  was  preferred  to  a  canonry 
of  Chrift'Church  -,  in  1770  he  was  advanced  to  the 
Dean^  of  Canterbury,  and  appointed  one  of  the 
king's  chaplains ;  the  year  following,  he  was  con- 
fecrated  Biihopof  Litchfield  and  Coventry.* 

In  1774,  he  was  tranflated  and  confirmed  in  the 
fee  of  Worcefler ;  and  in  1 781,  he  was  removed  to 
Winchefter. 

In  all  the  (ituations  he  has  filled  his  Lordihip 
has  obtained  diftinguifhed  reputations  and  every 
church  over  which  he  has  preiided  ranks  his  name 
in  the  catalogue  of  its  moft  munificent  prelates. 

When  he  was  Bilhop  of  Worcefter,  he  promoted 
that  excellent  inftitution  for  the  benefit  of  the  wi- 

*  Dr.  North  was  Dean  of  Canterbury  before  he  was  twenty*, 
nine  years  old,  and  Bilhop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry  at  the  ap 

•f  thirty-three. 
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dows  and  orphans  of  poor  clergymen  belonging  to 
^s  diocefe,  in  aid  of  the  charity  derived  to  them 
from  the  mufic  meeting,  and  alfo  for  the  relief  of 
the  aged  infirm  incumbents  of  fmall  livings,  an^  of 
poor  curates  with  large  families. 

His  Lordfhip's  manner  is  highly  dignified,  yet 
condefcending ;  he  blends  authority  and  watchful- 
nefs  with  tendernefs  and  benevolence.  He  is  juftly 
regarded  ^s  the  father  of  his  diocefe;  and  hi$ 
charities,  which  are  very  extenfive,  are  judicioufly 
^dminiftered. 

His  Lordfhip  has  invariably  preferved  through 
life  the  efteem  of  men  of  all  parties  and  perfua- 
£ons.  During  a  long  relidence  in  Italy,  whither 
he  went  on  account  of  his  health,  he  attracted  the 
univerfal  regard  of  the  dignified  clergy  of  the  Ro- 
man communion.  In  fhort,  the  fuavity  of  his  man- 
ners and  his  elegant  deportment  excited  in  mai^y  a 
liigh  degree  of  refpe£l  for  the  Englifh  hierarchy. 

Dr.  North  at  one  time  took  an  a£live  part  in 
the  great  political  queftions  of  tt^e  day.  In  1784 
he  fupported  Mr.  Fox's  celebrated  India  bill  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords;  and  during  another  important  pe- 
riod, we  find  his  name  in  every  divifion  of  the  peers 
in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  Wales*  uncontrpuled 
right  10  the  Regency. 

As  Bifhop  of  the  fee  of  Winchefleir,  he  is  prelate 
of  the  Garter,  the  ifijtgnia  of  which  order  are  con- 
(iantly  worn  by  his  Lordihip. 

He  is  now  a  widower,  ^pd  has  four  daughters 
and  two  fons.  0 
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MR.  WILLIAM  ^ACfcSON,  of  EXETER. 

THIS  elegant  compofer,  and  ingenious  writer, 
was  born  at  Exeter  in  May,  r73o-  His  father  was 
an  eminent  grocer  in  that  place,  and  afterwards 
jnafter  of  the  city  workhoufe. 

He  gave  his  fon  a  very  liberal  education;  and 
perceiving  that  the  bent  of  his  genius  lay  towards 
mufic,  he  complied  with  his  inclinations,  and  put 
him  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Sylvefter,  then  organift 
of  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Peter,  in  Exeter^ 
with  whom  he  continued  two  years.  After  leav- 
ing Mr.  Sylvefter,  Mr.  Jackfon  went  to  London^ 
about  the  year  1748,  where  he  became  a  pupil  of 
Mn  Travers,  organift  of  the  King's  chapel,  and  of 
St^  Paul's,  Covent-garden,  with  whom  he  alfo. re- 
mained two  years,  and  theft  returned  to  his  native 
city,  where  he  taught  mufic  for. many  years  with 
great  reputation.  He  alfb  publifhed  feveral  beau-* 
tiful  compofitlons,  marked  by  the  moft  chafte 
conceptions,  the  mod  elegant  tafte,  and  the  moft 
correft  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  harmony. 
In  fliort,  all  his  pieces  were  received  with  applaufe, 
and  ftill  rank  very  high  in  the  mufical  world. 

Notwithftanding  his  great  and  ♦univerfally  ac- 
knowledged merit  in  his  profeflion,  he  obtained 
no  iituation  as  an  organift  till  Michaelmas,  1777, 
Ipvhen  he  fucceeded  Mt.  Richard  Langdon  as  Sub- 
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^hanter^  Organift,  Lay-vicar,  and  Mafter  of  the 
ClK)riilers,  in  the  cathedral  of  Exeter. 

Mr.  Jackfon,  early  in  life,  married  Mifs  Bartlett, 
a  milliner  at  Exeter^  who  is  ftill  alive,  afid  hf 
whom  he  has  had  feveral  children,  three  of  whola^ 
only  are  now  living,  two  fons  and  a  daughter*  One  of 
the  former  (the  elder)  went  to  China,  and  returned 
thence  with  a  competent  fortune,  which  he  in* 
tended  to  enjoy  in  his  native  city,  in  the  bofom  of 
his  family  ;  but  the  appointment  of  an  Emtbaffy  to 
the  court  of  Pekin,  called  him  from  his.retiremeot 
into  ferv]ce>  and  he  accordingly  accompanied  Lord 
Macartney  on  that  miffion,  and  now  refide^  once 
more  at  Exeter.  The  youngeft  fon  living  is  em- 
ployed at  prefent  at  Turin,  as  Secretary  to  our 
Ambaflador  at  that  court. 

After  amufing  the  circle  of  his  friends  with  fe* 
veral  ingenious  pieces  of  his  writing  in  proie  and 
verfe^  Mr^  Jacklbn  appeared  as  an  author  in  the 
year  1782^  at  which  time  he  publifhed  in  two  fmaU 
volumes^  i2mo.  "  Thirty  Letters  on  various  Sub- 
^eSts"  Thefe  formed  a  mifcellaneous  coUedioa 
on  literature  and  fcience^  and  evinced  extenfive 
knowledge,  united  with  an  elegalnt  tafte.  On  • 
poetry,  mufic,  and  painting,  his  opinions  are  allow- 
ed to  be  very  ingenious,  and  have  obtained  general 
approbation*  But  in  fome  refpe6)s  he  manifefted 
g  paradoxical  fpirit,  particularly  in  the  inftance  of 
Jpontaneous  generatiotty  a  notion  which  he  attempt^ 
^d  to  illuftrate,  and  revive^  from  the  oblivion  ia 
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which  it  had  fo  long  and  defervedly  funk.  Thefe 
letters,  however^  on  the  whole  raifcd  our  author's 
credit  very  high.  It  was  not,  however,  till  1795, 
that  he  thought  proper  to  publifli  a  new  edition 
of  them,  although  they  had  been  out  of  print  for 
feveral  years  before.  To  that  edition,  which  is  in 
one  volume  oftavo,  there  are  feveral  additions  and 
correftions. 

During  the  prefent  year  Mr.  Jackfon  has  added 
a  fecond  volume,  under  the  title  of  '^  The  Four 
Ages;  with  Eflfays  on  various  SubjeQs."  In  this 
ingenious  woric  he  confiders  the  four  mythological 
ages  as  chara£teriilic  of  fp  many  difrin£t  periods  of 
the  world,  but  in  a  different  order  from  that  in 
which  the  poets  have  placed  them.  Among  the 
eflfays  there  is  a  moft  curious  and  entertaining  one, 
on  the  chara£ler  of  Gainfborough  the  painter,  of 
whom  fome  whimfical  anecdotes  are  given. 

In  the  year  1792,  a  literary  fociety  was  infti^ 
iuted  at  the  Globe  Inn,  Fore*ftreet,  Exeter,  of 
which  the  firft  members  were.  Dr.  Downman, 
prefident;  Mr.  Folwhele,  author  of  "  The  Hiftory 
of  Devonfliire  5"  Mr.  Jacklbn  ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Swete, 
ofOxton;  Mr;  Hole,  author  of  an  **  Effay  on  the 
Arabian  Night*s  Entertainments  \'  Mr.  Sheldon, 
the  Anatomift  5  and  other  ingenious  gentlemen  ret 
fident  in  Exeter,  or  its  environs.  Each  produced 
in  his  turn  an  eflay  in  profe  or  verfe,  which  was 
Tcad  at  the  regular  meeting  of  the  fociety.  An 
o£lavo  volume  of  thefe  was  printed   iu    J  796* 
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which  reflefts  great  honour  upon  this  inftitu* 
tion.  The  papers,  however,  appear  without  the 
names  of  the  authors,  which  in  our  opinion  is^ 
a  piece  of  delicacy  not  to  be  commended  :  and  as 
we  are  not  bound  by  any  rules  of  fecrefy,  we  fhall 
not  fcruple  to  mention  thofe  which  belong  to  the 
gentleman  of  wham  we  are  now  fpeaking. 

Mr.  Jackfon  has  no  lefs  than  three  in  this  vo- 
lume,, all  of  them  connected  with  each  other  in 
point  of  fubjeft.  Thefe  are,  effay  the  eleventh, 
"  On  Literary  Fame,  and  the  Kiftorical  Charac- 
ters of  Shakfpeare ;"  effay  xviii,  "  An  Apology 
for  the  Charafter  and  Conduct  of  lago;"  and 
effay  xviii.  "  An  Apology  for  the  Charafter  and 
Conduft  of  Shylock.'*  The  firft  is  certainly  the 
beft,  and  will  be  read  by  all  thofe  who  admire  our 
immortal  bard  with  great  pleafure,  and  even  with 
improvement.  ^Mr.  Jackfon  is  peculiarly  happy  in 
throwing  new  light  upon  the  point  which  he  un- 
dertakes to  illuftrate,  and  he  brings  his  varipus 
reading  to  bear  with  great  force  upon  the  fubjeft. 
He  is  ingenious  in  his  apology  for  lago,  and  fays 
many  things  to  "  extenuate"  his  conduft ;  but 
that  in  behalf  of  Shylock  is  far  more  convincing 
and  fatisfaftory^  Thefe  effays  are  lively,  pleafant, 
and  exceedingly  well  written. 

Mr.  Jackfon  poffeffes  the  advantage  of  a  chafte, 
correft,  and  even  elegant  ftyle.  The  reader  will 
not  flumber  over  his  pages,  nor  when  he  has  pe- 
rufed  either  of  his  volumes^  will  he  wiih  to  lay  it 
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by  in  pewe :  he  will  recur  to  k  often  with  new 
avidity^  and  receive  from  It  frefli  pleafure.  The 
iame  may  be  laid  of  bia  literary  as  of  hh  mufical 
com{K>(itjon6,  that  they  will  always  charm  with 
the  force  of  novelty  and  delight,  though  repeated 
a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times. 

In  temper  and  converfation  he  is  what  he  ap- 
pears in  his  writings,  pieafant,  focial,  communica* 
tive,  and  abounding  in  judicious  remarks  and  en- 
tertaining anecdotes* 
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J.ORJ)  MAi-W8BURY. 

XHIS  diftinguiflied  nobleman,  whofe  name  will 
frequently  occur  In  the  hiftory  of  George  the  Third, 
would  have  inherited  philofophy  as  well  as  fortune 
from  his  anceftors,  could  the  one  have  been  as 
cafily  tr^nfmitted  ^s  the  other. 

His  father,  James  Harris,  Efq,  the  celebrated 
author  of  Hermes,  was  the  fon  pf  Elizabeth,  fifter 
to  Anthony^  Earl  of  Shaftefbuiy,  the  imntortal  au* 
thor  of  the  Characteristics,  Mr,  Harris  wa$ 
bom  at  SaJifbury,  in  1708,  and  after  receiving  a 
clinical  education  in  that  city,  was  removed  to 
Wadham  college^  Oxford,  which  he  left  without 
taking  a  degree; 

He  rcprefented  the  borough  of  Chrift-churchj  iiv 
HampJQiire,  in  feveral  parliaments;  but  did  not 
obtain  any  public  office  till  the  year  1 763,  when 
he  was  preferred  to  a  feat  at  the  Admiralty-boardj 
which  he  refigned  foon  after,  on  being  appointed 
to  another  on  the  Treafury-bench*  In  July,  1765, 
he  was  deprived  of  his  place,  and  continued  out  of 
office  until  1774,  when  he  became  Secretary  andl 
Comptroller  to  the  Queen,  which  poll  he  held  till 
bis  death,  December  21ft,  2780. 

His  only  (on,  James  Harris,  now  Lord  Malrof^ 
bury,  was  born  April  aoth,  1746,  and  being  earJj 
defigned  for  a  poiblic  life,  received  an  education. 
Vcordingly. 
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Und^r  fo  profound  and  elegant  a  fcholar  as  Mf* 
Harris,  the  fon  could  not  but  derive  every  affiftance 
calculated  to  render  him  an  ornament  to  his  family. 
His  education,  prior  to  his  removal  to  Oxford^  was 
condu£ted  chiefly  under  the  eye  of  his  father.  He 
alfo  left  college  without  taking  a  degree,^  and  was 
very  early  employed  as  Secretary  to  an  embafly  at 
one  of  the  Northern  courts. 

In  1772,  he  appeared  in  the  charafter  of  Envoy- 
extraordinary  at  Berlin ;  and  in  the  following  year 
both  he  and  his  father  were  returned  members  of 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Chrift-church.  His 
diplomatic  condu£l  gave  fo  much  fatisfadion  to 
the  government  which  he  reprefented,  that  in  1775 
be  was  made  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  about  the 
fame  time  was  appointed  Envoy-extraordinary  to 
the  court  of  Ruffia. 

After  refiding  a  confiderable  time  at  Peterfburgh, 
he  was  employed  as  ambaflador  at  the  Hague; 
which  important  ftation  was  occupied  by  him  in 
the  year  1787,  when  Holland  was  threatened  with 
a  revolution,  which  was  averted  for  fome  time^ 
by  an  humiliating  recourfe  to  the  affiftance  of  Pruf- 
(Ian  bayonets.  The  conduft  of  Sir  James  Harris 
on  that  occafion  was  peculiarly  ofFenfive  to.  the 
patriots  r  but  it  was  fo  highly  fatisfaflory  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange  and  the  King  of  Pruffia,  that  they 
beftowed  upon  him  the  privilege  of  bearing  the* 
Prufiian  eagle  in  his  arms,  with  the  motto  ap^ 
pert;aining  to  the  Houfe  of  NaflTau,  in  confideia- 
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lion  of  the  fignal  fervices  which  he  had  rendered 
them. 

Thefe  diftin£iions  were  confirmed  by  his  own 
fovereign  in  1789,  and  Sir  James  was  created  a 
peer,  September  15th,  1788,  by  the  title  of  Lord 
Malmflbury,  Baron  of  Mahnfbury,  in  the  county  of 
Wilts. 

His  I/>rd(hip  remained  out  of  employment,  from 
that  time  till  the  government  found  it  expedient,  at 
the  end  of  1796,  to  comply  with  the  wi(h  of  the 
people  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  reftoration  of 
peace.  No  man  at  that  time  appeared  more  fit  to  be 
entruited  with  fuch  an  important  charge  than  Lord 
Malmibury ;  and  we  believe  that  his  Jt^^ft  appoint- 
ment  to  this  llation  was  with  the  entire  approba- 
tion of  all  parties.  His  Lordfhip's  negociation, 
however,  failed ;  and  he  was  enjoined  to  quit  Paris, 
by  a  peremptory  order  of  the  French  Direflory,  in 
forty-eight  hours,  December  17,  1796.* 

Whatever  opinions  may  be  entertained  refpeQ:- 
ing  the  cor^u£t  of  the  two  powers,  in  this  negocia- 
tion,  or  the  views  with  which  ^cy  were  aftuated, 
it  muft  be  allowed  that  his  Lordfhip  evinced  on 
that  occafion  the  moft  confummate  knowledge  of 
diplomatic  buiinefs* 

A  fecond  attempt  to  put  an  end  to  this  long  and 
fanguinary  conteft  was  thought  proper  to  be  made 
-by  our  minifters  in  June,  1797,  and  Lord  Malmf- 

*  The  Ptrtaory  conceived  that  he  had  be«a  taippeting  m  « 
putifaxii  rather  than  treating  like  a  diplomatic  agent- 
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bury  was  again  appointed  to  the  office  of  negociaton 
The  neceffary  preliminaries  having  been  accord- 
ingly fettled  with  the  Direftbry,  his  Lordfhip  and 
fuite  fet  out  on  the  30th  of  that  month  for  I-ifle, 
the  place  fixed  upon  as  the  feat  of  bufinefs,  and  the 
French  government  immediately  extended  a  chain 
of  telegraphs  between  that  city  and  Paris. 

It  would  be  foreign  to  our  purpofe  to  enter  into 
the  merits  of  the  political  manoeuvres  prafKfed  in 
this  diplomatic  game.  The  French  Commiilioners 
(hewed  themfelves  adroit  enough  for  his  Lordfliip, 
though  an  old  praftitioner,  verfed  in  all  the  arts  of 
modern  intrigue.  Their  demands,  as  far  as  they 
avowed  them,  were  abundantly  extravagant;  and 
the  care  with  which  they  concealed  other  objects, 
was  dexterous  indeed.  After  playing  with  eaich 
other  until  the  patience  6f  all  Europe  was  exhauft- 
ed,  and  fufpicions  began  to  take  place  on  the  fcore 
of  fincerity,  the  Commiflioners  had  recourfe  to  their 
old  method  of  putting  an  end  to  the  negociation, 
and  aftually  difmiffed  his  Lordfhip,  upon  the  plea 
that  he  was  not  vetted  with  full  powers  to  refign 
the  whole  of  the  conquefts  made  by  this  country 
from  France  and  her  allies  during  the  war. 

The  Englifli  minifter  accordingly  quitted  Lifie^ 
and  arrived  in  London  on  the  fioth  of  September^ 
without  having  effefled  a  fingle  ftep  favourable  to 
the  great  objeft  on  which  he  was  employed.     It* 
ha»  been  indeed  faid,  in  the  fenate  of  a  neighbour- 
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Jttg  eountiy,  that  the  •'  Irilh  Direftofy*'  impeded 
his  operations^  by  means  of  their  agent ! 

Without  throwing  the  flighteft  Tefleflion  upon 
his  Lord(hip's  talents^  or  inclinations,  we  yet  can* 
not  but  acquiefce  with  the  opinion  of  many  very 
refpe6l:able  politicians^  and  thofe  too  of  the  moft 
moderate  caft  of  fentiment,  that  after  the  ill  fuccefs 
which  attended  his  former  miflion,  it  was  bad  policy 
in  the  miniftry  to  employ  the  fame  perfon  in  a  fimi- 
lar  negociation. 

Some  have  even  ventured  to  fay^  that  the  line 
of  practice  in  which  his  Lordfhip  has  ufually. 
been  engaged  rendered  him  an  unfit  perfon  to 
be  charged  with  this  bufinefs.  Different  times, 
people,  and  occafions,  certainly  call  for  different 
kinds  of  treatment.  N'ew  modes,  and  even  a  new 
language,  (hould  be  adopted,  in  negociating,  with  a 
people  who  have  thrown  afide  old  political  cere^ 
monies  and  confiderations ;  and  therefore  another 
kind  of  ambaflador  ihould  have  been  fent  to  treat: 
with  them,  than  one  whofe  whole  life  had  been 
occupied  in  the  knowledge  and  pra£tice  of  the. 
ancient  diplomatic  forms. 

Whether  this  fort  of  reafoning  be  right  or  wropigg 
we  (hall  not  take  upon  us  to  determine.  But  we , 
cannot  help  regretting,  that  when  his  Lordihip^gi 
firft  attempt  failed,  his  Majefty's  minifters  had  not 
put  it  out  of  the  power  of  their  adverfaries  to  ac-r 
cufc'them  of  infincerity,  by  employing  another 
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mmiftpr,  when  they  thought  it  « expedient  to 
treat  once  more  for  the  reftoration  of  pea^e. 

1  This  nobleman  poflefles  the  C(Hifidfsnce  of  the 
pte&ttt  adminifiration,  and  rs  imUmately  acquaints 
ed  with  its  views  relative  to  continental  politiq«r 
it  is  nokdifiicult,  therefore^  to  prognofticate^  that 
his  diploimatic  talents  will  not  be  fuifered  to  ruft  ia 
obTcurity. 

Lord  Malmfhury  married,  July  a8th,  1777,.  tlw? 
daughter  of  Sir  George  Amyand,  Bart^  by  a  fift^r 
of  Sir  George  ComwaH,  Bart^  a^  ha^.by  hi^lady 
ftweial  children.  : 

s  :He  has  two  fillers  liviag ;  one  married^  the  other 
fin^leyand  refidbtg  at  his  LordihipV  feat,  the  mapcd:^ 
boofe  of  Gneat  Duraford,  about,  four  miles  from 
Salifbury,  only,  nemarkable  for  it^  neat  and  emA^* 
li(hed  p)earure*grancd$w  In  the  f^me  village  ftill 
ftaftds  the  cottage  to  which  the  greft  author  of 
Hermes  retired  from  the  bufy  Vorld^  and  in  which 
he  wrote  the  chief  part  of  his  works.  It  is  unocn, 
ctipied,  but  its  furniture  &c.  is  in  aU  refpe^a  care- 
fully  and  religioufly  prefetved  by  Lord  Malmihuryt 
in  the  exa£t  ftate  ia  which  it  was  left  by  hi&  £atlK;r« 
This  very  interefiing  cottage  is  tnt\t^]y  feclu^e^ 
frcHn  the  public  eye,  being  furroai:bded  oq.  thre< 
fides  by  walls,  and  only  open  on  the  weft  fide». 
which  adjoins  the  Avon,  Hisi  LordAtip  generall/* 
fpends  a  few  weeks  in  every  jcaif  ^  the  manor* 
houfe  in  great  retirement^r  W^J^ 
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XAVDIAN  ril'OrESSOIt  OF  AKABI^f  . 

In  ^Viuvtrfitftf  Oxford. 

lli£  lives  of  fucb  men  lis  have  rtTen  from  verji 
lovr  fituatibni  in  life  to  diftinguiihed  tmm^nfce^  bj^ 
th«  ftfength  of  their  talents  alcxbe^  are  among  the 
,Hioft  UTef id  articks  of  biogra^hy^becaufe  tiiejf 
hold  otit  encouragement  to  yotiiig  perfons  of  a 
Uce  deicription  to' exert  their  abilities  with  p^fe^* 
verance;  and^  at  the  fame  time^  afford  a  Jeflbn 
to  thofe  who  haVe  it  iq  their  power  to  affift  genius. 
Had  Chulttbrtoh  met  with  a  friend^  generous 
enough  to  put  him  in  a  line  where  he  might  have 
tufnqd  hil  taltnts  to  da  honourable  bnd  bene^cial 
apco^tit)  he  v^ould.  n6t>  probably^  have  fought  qA 
OVly  grave  as  a  refugt.fldm  his  xniferies. 

The  very  ingenidus  and  worthy  fubje£t  of  th» 
pfefent  article  Was  bom  of  parents  in  indigent 
circumftancet  in  GlouCdfterflilte.  His  father  wa$# 
we  are  informed,  a  joilmey man  weaver,  and  biiought 
his  fon  up  to  the  falne  profeilion.  Being,  however^ 
a  fenfible  man^  and,  for  one  in.  his  fituation,  tolei> 
ably  educated,  he  gave  him  what  little  learning 
was  b  his  power*  This  excited'a  thirft  for  greater 
acquifitknus. 

Young  White  inherited  a  ferious  caft  of  temper 

from  his  pafciftB  i  and  he  employed  all  the  time  he 
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could  fpare  in  the  ftudy  of  fuch  books  as  fell  in  his 
way.  His  attainments  at  length  were  fo  very 
refpeflable,  that  he  began  to  be  talked  of  as  a 
prodigy  of  learning  in  his  native  village.  A  neigh- 
bouring gentleman  of  fortune  luckily  chanced  to 
hear  of  this  celebrated  fcholar;  and  curiofity  in-" 
clined  him  to  fee  and  converfe  with  him.  The 
modefty  of  the  felf-lnftru£led  youth  recommended 
him  to  favour^  while  the  refpeftability  of  his  know- 
ledge rendered  him  an  obje£t  of  admiration.  The 
gentleman  felt  that  it  was  a  pity  fuch  a  flower 
fhbuld 


-**  blulh  unfccn, 


«*  And  waite  its  fweetnefs  in  the  defert  air/' 

he  accordingly  encouraged  his  fcholaftic  ambi- 
tion. He  aflifted  him  alfo  coniiderably  in  hid 
fiudies :  and  fo  rapidly  did  the  young  plant  flourifh 
under  his  foftering  care,  that  the  generous  patron 
fent  him  to  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  where  ho 
was  entered  of  Wadhara  College.  There  he  ap- 
plied himfelf  with  fuch  afliduity  to  his  ftudies,  and 
tonduded  himfelf  with  fo  much  regularity^  as  to 
gain  the  general  efteem  of  the  members  of  that 
ibciety.         >i  :         '     . 

On  the  19th  of  February^  1773,  he  toot  the 
degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts,  and  about  that  time 
engaged  in  the  ftudy  of  the  oriental  languages^'to 
which  he  was  induced  by  the^  particular  rdoom- 
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mendation  of  Dr.  Moore,  now  Archbifhop  of  Can^ 
terbury.  That  difcerning  man  obfcrvcd  a  dint  of  ap- 
plication in  Mr.  White,  united  with  a  pecuh'ar  turn 
for  philological  enquiries,  which  he  thought  might 
ttfrn  to  his  account,  if  devoted  to  one  objefV. 
Fortunately  he  hit  upon  the  one  which  was  beft  ^ 
fuited  for  Mr.  White,  and  which  ha*  been  of  the 
moft  efleijtial  fervice  to  him.  He  had  before  ac- 
quired a  tolerable  (hare  of  Hebrew  learning ;  and, 
confequently,  Tiis  progrefs  in  the  other  oriental 
languages  was  greatly  facilitated  thereby. 

In  1775,  he  was  appointed  Archbifliop  Laud^s 
Profeffor  of  Arabic;  on  entering  upon  which 
office  he  pronounced  a  mafterly  oration,  which  wa» 
foon  afterwards  printed  with  the  title  of"  De  Uti* 
litate  Ling.  Arab,  in  Studiis  Theologicis  Oratid 
habita  Oxoniis  in  Schola  Linguarum,  vii.  id.  Apri- 
lis,  1775,"  4to. 

In  this  difcourfe  the  Profeffor  endeavours  to 
prove  the  raft  importance  and  utility  of  the  Ara- 
bic language,  particularly  in  elucidating  the  facred 
writings.  He  therefore  dwelt  upon  the  necef- 
fity  of  this  branch  of  literature,  and  enforced  the 
ftudy  of  it  with  an  ardour  which  was  natural  for 
one  in  his  fituation.  The  oration  had  its  effeS ;  and 
.many  were  actually  led  to  ftudy  the  Arabic,  who 
had*  before  treated  it  as  barren  and  unprofitable. 

He  was  at  this  time  Fellow  of  his  College,  being 
ele^ied  in  1774.    In  1778,  Mr.  White  printed  the 
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Syriac  Philoxeniaii  Verfion  of  the.four  gofpels,  the 
MS.  of  which  Dr.  Gloucefter  Ridley  had  given  to 
fiew  College.  This  verfion  was  Entitled,  "  S«cro« 
futn  Evangehoriim  Verfio  Syriaca  Pbiloj:eniaii9 
Ex.  Codd.  MSS*  Ridleianis  in  Bibl.  .ColK  Nov. 
^  Oxon.  Repofitis,  nunc  primum  edite,  dum  Intcr- 
pretatione  et  Annotationibus  Jofephi  White,  &c/* 
±  vols.  4to. 

November  15,  1778,  he  preached  a  very  inge^ 
nious  and  elegant  fermon  before  the  Univerfity^^ 
which,  according  to  cuftom,  was  foon  afterwards 
printed,  under  the  title  of  "  A  Revifal  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  Tranflation  of  the  Old  Teftkment  recora- 
Blended.  To  which  is  added,  fome  Account  of 
an  ancient  Syriac  Tranflation  of  great  Part  of 
Origen's  Hexaplar  Edition  of  the  LXX.  lately 
difcovered  in  the  Ambrofian  Library  at  Milan," 
4to.  About  this  time  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  preachers  at  Whitehall  chapeK    .-.  . 

In  1780,  Mr.  White  publilhed.**  A  Specimen 
of  the  Civil  and  Military  Inftitutcs  of  Timo.ur  or 
Tamerlane :  a  ^  Work  written  originally  by  ithat 
celebrated  Conqueror  in  the  Moful  Language,  and 
lince  tranflated  into  Perfian.  Now  firft  rendered 
from  the  Perfian  into  Englifl),  frofid  a  MS.  in  the 
Pofleffion  of  William  Hunter,  M,D.  with  other 
Pieces."    4to. 

The  whole  of  this  work  appeared  in  1783,  tran* 
Qated  into  Englifli  by  Major  O^vy,  with  Prefaces 
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inonevo]c[ihe^'4to.^  '  ^ 

In  £affeRtenD9  1783,  being  theA  Bachelor  of 
Divinity,  he\kai  ilptfxmitisd  to  preach  the  Bampton 
lefture  the^iilext  year./  Asfqon  as  he  was  nomi* 
sated  he  iketdied  >  out  uthe  plan  i  and  finding 
affiftance  neceflary  to:tfaeperfe£tiiptr  of  it  in  fuch 
a  mai^ner  as  he  wiflied,  he  went  lAawn  •  to  De* 
vonfiiire,  oa^al  rifit  to 'Mr*  Samuel  Badcock, :  then 
fettled  as  a  difleming  nunii^er  at  South  Molton. 
Donbtleis  '  m  tftiift  intecTiew  the  .  fcheme  was 
well  digeftttd,  and  Mt.  Badcbck  undei;took  his 
ihare  of  the  talk:  with  that :  ptotnpif  ude  for  which 
he  was  remarkable.  This  vifit  releafed  the  pro* 
feffor's  mind  from  a  confiderable  burthen  which 
had  oppreflfed  it  Whew,  indeed,  could  he  have 
found  fbch  an  auxiliary  r-  The  pen  of  Badcock, 
was  not  only  that  of  ^*  a  ricady''  but  of  an  elegant 
writer.  He  touched  no  fubjeft  without  ornament- 
ing  it.  His  ftyle  was  chafte,'  fibwiftg,  afid  nenr- 
ous.  He  had,  moreDvca:i*aft  univerfal  kiiowlcge 
of  theological  learning;  In  contrbverfy  he  was 
quite  at  home*  No  wonder,  therefore^  that  the 
Bampton  lectures  were  admirable  Jn  point  of  lan-^ 
guage,  and  forcible  in  refpitfl  to  argument. 

Let  us  not,  however,  detrad  from  thelefturer's 
merit.  Great  was  the  genius  which  formed  the 
plan,  and  gave  a  body  to  the  work.  Mr.  White 
a£ied  with  pnicfence  in  calling  to  his  aid  fuch 
ttien  as  Badcock -and  Parr.  -  Yet  his  own^  ihare  of 
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thde  labours  Was  fafficient  to  entitle  him  to  the 
celebrity  which  they  have  procured  him,  and  he  is 
tmly  to  be  bkmed  for  not  havifig  adraowleged 
Ilia  obli^tions  to  thofe  degant  fcholars»  m  a  pre- 
face to  the  volame^  when  it  was  ptiUiihed. 

As  foon  as  the  Icftures  were  delivered,  the  ap- 
plaufe  with  whkh  they  wiere  received  was  generid 
Ihrodghout  the  Univerfity.  They  were  printed 
the  fame  year,  and  met  with  univerfidapprobatioiT: 
A  fecond  edition  appeared  in  1785,  to  which  the 
author  added  a  fermon,  which  he  had  fometkne 
before  preached  before  the  Univerfity,  on  the 
neceffity  of  propagating  chriftianity  in  the  £aft- 
Indies, 

Mr,  White's  reputation  was  now  eftablilhed,  and 
he  was  confidered  as  one  of  the  ableft  vindicators 
of  the  chriftian  doftrines  modem  time  had.witneff- 
ed,  LordThurlow,  without  any  folicitation,  gave 
him  a  prebend  in  the  cathedral  of  Gloucefter,  which 
at  once  placed  him  in  eafy  and  independent  circumr 
fiances.  Soon  after  this  he  took  his  degree  o£ 
Dodor  of  Divinity,  and  was  looked  up  to  witk 
the  greateft  refpeft  in  the  UniVerfity,  as  one  of  its 
chief  ornaments,  until  the  year  1 788,  wheb  the  death 
of  Mr.  3ad<;ock  difclofed  his  fhate  in  the  admired 
lefiures.  At  firft.  Dr.  White  was  aftoniflicdj  but  the 
letters  that  had  paiTed  between  B^dcock  and  hio^ 
on  this  very  fubjeS,  were  not  only  in  exiftence;* 
but  in. the  hands  of  one  who  felt  himfdCgraJtifiedin 
being  th^poflSfffor  of  fo  impprtapt  jijfectet;  In  wl- 
i.    .  ditida 
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ditiOA  to  this,  there  was  found  among  the  papers  of 
the  deceafed,  a  promiflbry-note  for  506/.  from  the 
Do£lor ;  the  payment  of  which  i;ras  demanded^ 
but  refufed  by  him  on  the  ground  that  it  was  ille- 
gal in  the  firft  inftance,  as  not  having  the  words 
**?alue  received,"  and  fecondlythat  it  was  for  fervice 
to  be  rendered  in  the  hiftory  of  Egypt,  which  the 
Do6lor  and  Mr.  Badcock  had  proje£ted.  The 
iriends  of  the  deceafed,  however,  were  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion;  and  the  Dr.  very  properly  con- 
fented  to  liquidate  the  debt. 

Notwithitanding  thisconceffion.  Dr.  6abriel,'wh(i 
poflefled  the  letters,  printed  them  in  1789,  in  order, 
as  he  faid>  to  vindicate  the  charader  of  the  deceaf« 
ed,  as  well  as  his  own,  both  of  which  had  been  a£- 
failed  on  this  occafion.  In  confequence  of  this  pub* 
lication.  Dr.  White  printed  '^  A  Statement  of  his  li» 
tfrary  Obligations  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Badcock^ 
and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Parr,  LL.D."  By  this  it  ap^ 
peared,  that  though  Mr.  Badcock's  fhare  in  the  lec- 
tures was  confiderable  and  important,  yet  that  it 
was  not  10,  that  proportion  which  had  been  repre* 
fented.  As  to  Dn  Parr's,  it  confided  (imply  of  ver- 
bal corrections. 

Thus  ended  this  curious  difpute,  which  at  that 
time  threw  the  whole  Univerfity  into  confufion  and 
even  contention.  The  Doftor's  apology,  however 
(for  fuch  in  fa£t  his  ftatement  is  to  be  confidercd), 
gave  fufficient  fatisfa£lion,  not  only  to  his  fellow 
tcadeiQics^  but  to  the  literary  world  at  lar^e. 

Since 
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•  l^nce-that  period  the  profeffor  ha»  vtcatfld  hi$ 
k\\fm&np^  by  taking,  ta.himfelf  a;  wi£^>  and  nt^ 
peftting' a. college  living,  in  Norfolk^  where  hfe  tfe* 
(kii9s  during  a  cdnfiderable  part  of  die  yean*  In  hiA 
parfonag^boufe,  he  has  a  printing  -  pre(a,  with  a 
laifge  quantity  of  orieiital  types,  and  there  be  is  at 
pi^efent  bufily  engaged  in  printing  the  Syriack  OW 
Teftame»t,  defcribed  in  the  appendix  to  his  ftn- 
|iK>n  on  the  neceiSty  of  a  revifal  of  the  Etigikh 
tranflation  pf  the  Bible*  His  timn^  and  maid  fer^ 
Vant  labour  at  the  prefs,  and  Mts.  White  aififta 
her  hu£bahd  in  compoiing; 

Among  Mr,  Badcock's  papers  Wais  found  an 
analyfis  of  the  proje£led  hiftory  of  Egypt,  in  Dr. 
White'a  hand-siting.  It  is  a  very  mafterly  Iketch  i 
and  we  hope  the  learned  prof^^r  will  fitid  time  to 
complete  a  deiign,  for  the  exedutioti  of  Which  he 
lias  in  a  manner  pledged  faiinftlf  to  th^  publici 
and  which,  in  confequence  of  decent  and  importanf 
events,  we.  think  will  bring  him  mc^-e  credit  and 
f>rofit  than  the  publication  of  the  Syriac  Bible, 

Dr,  White  is  the  reviewer  of  publications  in  He* 
brew  and  fubjefts  of  oriental  literatote  in  •*  the 
Britilh  Critic.'* 
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THIS  learned  and  truly:  venerable  pWfetftivaj 
bora  at  Con^eve,  a  village  in  Stafford&ir^jitvh^M 
bis  father  wa^  a  refp'e£tablb  &rmer^ 'who  intending 
his  fbn  for  the  churchy  placed,  him  undei  the  tul^ 
tion  of  that  eminent  fcholac  Anthony  BlackwaU.  ^ 

Having  attained  a  found  claflical  knowledgci^  hiq 
was  feht'to  Cambndge5  where  he  was  admitted,  of 
Emanuel  CoUege,  of  which  he  afterwards  became 
SsIIow;  and  was  prefented  by  ;his  fociety  t<$  th(»^ 
living  of  Thurcadon  in  Lincolnfliire. 

In  this  retin^ment  he  devoted  himfelf  to  the.  dur 
ties  of  his  fituation>  and  the  cultivation  of  1e(tet$« 
Here  he  prepared  his  edition  of  Horace^  which  he, 
jttdicioufly  dedicated  to  Bifliop  WarburtoUj  (hen^ 
confidered  as  the  coloflus  of  literatum,  and  the 
firft  critic  of  his  day.  Few  perfons  had  a  keener  eye 
to  difcem  the"  merits  of  men  than  Warburtdn;  ^d^ 
though  no  one,  perhaps,  had  a  more  haughty  mind# 
^y-  ever  treated  iuB  adver£u!iea  with  fhch  coarfc 
feverity,  yet  oertai^  it  isi  that  he  was  entirely 
deftitue  of  envy,  and  dreaded  not  the  deprecia-f 
tion  of  his  own  fame,  in  coqfequence  of  the  riling 
f^putation  of  Qthfsrs. 

I^e  allured.  Mn  Burd  from  his  beloved  iU^e  o£ 
(^cUifioo,  wad.  brpught  hin^  fotwfiTd  to  the  worlds 
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almoft  againft  his  own  inclination.  He  made  him 
Archdeacon  of  Glouccfter,  and  by  way  of  acquiring 
popularity  for  him  in  the  metropolis,  aflbciated 
him  with  himfelf  in  the  fituation  of  preacher  at  the 
chapel  in  Lincoln^s-Inn. 

The  bbje£t  of  the  Biihop  was  foon  obtained. 
His  difcourfes  procured  general  admiration ;  and 
the  preacher  attraded  the  notice  and  friendfliip  of 
fhegr^at  Earl  of  Mansfield,  through  whofe  intereft 
he  obtained  the  diftinguiflied  office  of  Preceptor  to 
tl^  Printe  of  Wales,  a  fituation  for  which  no  man 
in  the.  kingdom  was  better  calculated,  and  the  du« 
ties  of  Vhieh  he  performed  with  great  honour  to 
himfelf,  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  benefit  to  his  royal 
pupil. 

Preferment  was  now  certain;  nor  was  it  long 
withheld.  In  1775  he  was  made  Bifliop  of  Litch- 
field and  Coventry;  in  1781  he  was  appointed 
clerk  of  the  clofet  to  the  king ;  and  on  the  30th  of 
Junei  of  the  lame  year,  he  was  confirmed  in  the 
fee  of  Worcefter. 

On  the  death  of  Dr.  Comwallis,  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  in  1783,  that  dignity  was  offered  to 
Biihop  Hurd;  but  he  had  obtained  a  fituation  more 
congenial  to  his  wiflie^,  and  therefore  he  declined 
it.       . 

Siiice  his  tranflation  to  Worcefter,  his  Lordfliip 
has  almoft  wholly  fecluded  himfelf  from  the  bufy 
world,  refiding  chiefly  at  Hartlebury-caftle^  die 
epifcopal  palace  of  his  diocefe.    This  ancient  and 
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noMe  pile  he.has.'CnricJwd.bya  large  Vid  Jnefti- 
mable  library,  containing  the  greater  part  qf  th^ 
boolcs  that  liaci  belonged  .to  Mr.'  Pope  arid  BiOiop 
Warburton,  which  he  has  bequeathed  for  the  ufe- 
of  his  fucce£brs« 

Here  hd  exbibtit$  a  faithful  and  beautiful  pifture 
of  primitive  epifcopacy ;  beloved  and  venerated 
by  all  ranks^  as  well  of  the  laity  as  the  clergy. 
'  It  remains  to  fay  foroething  of  his  LprdihipV 
literary  charafter;  and  it  would  not  be  exaggeraled 
praife^  to  aSert  that  he  ftands  at  the  head  of  the 
prefent  generation  of  Englifli  fcholars,  eminently 
fuperior  tb  thofe  of  his  own  age  and  Handing, 
and  unrivalled  by  fuch  as  are  younger  than  him- 
felf.  :   ' 

He  has  fhewn  his  critical  powers  .and  tafte  to 
the  greateft  advantage  in  his  edition  of  Horace's 
?*  J£piftote  ad  Pifones,"  &c.  with  an  EngUfh  com- 
mentary and  notes ;  and  alfo  |n  his  edition  of 
Cowley's  ivbrks.  The  firft  appeared  in  1 759,  and 
the  latter  in  1^72. 

But  the  work  which  procured  him  the  great- 
tft  reputation^  was  his  "  Moral  and  Political 
Dialogues,  with  Letters  on  Chivalry  and  Ro- 
mance,'* 3  vols;  8vo.  1765.  Some  of  the  pieces 
Jiad  appeared  before,  without  a  name,  and 
their  fuccefs  probably  led  the  ingenious  author 
to  publiOi  a  complete  and  enlarged  edition. 
Thefe  dialogues  evince  a  profound  knowledge 
^f  the  Ecglifli  hiftory  actd.  conftitution,  and 
f  breathe 
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breathe  ^  warm  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  li* 

berty.  

As  a  theological  writer,  his  principal  produ£liond 
aire  two  volumes  of  excellent  fermons,  preache<f 
before  the  Society  of  Lincoln's-Inn  j  ami  another 
of  Difcourfes  on  the  t*rophecies,  at  the  le9:ure 
founded  by  Bifbop  Warburton  at  the  fame  place* 
In  thefe  compofitions  we  obferve  deep  thinkings 
clofe  logical  reafoning,  fervent  piety,  and  chafte 
and  elegant  language. 

.  As  a  difputant.  Dr.  Hurd  appeared  to' great  ad^ 
vantage  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  •*  Remark^  on  Mr. 
Hume's  Eflay  on  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Religion.*' 
This  anonymous  performance  irritated  the  philo« 
fopher  confiderably,  and  he  expreffed  his  refent* 
ment  in  terms  that  fhewed  how.  much  he  had  been 
hurt  by  the  caftigation. 

The  attachment  manifefted  by  Dr.  Hurd  to  Bi- 
fliop  Warburton  has  often  brought  <ipon  him  very 
illiberal  cenfures.  About  the  time  of  his  firft  con- 
nexion with  that  great  prelate,  he  printed  an 
^*  Eifay  on  the  delicacy  of  Friendlhip,"  in  which 
Dr.  Jortin  and  Dr.  Leiand  of  Dublin  were  ttreated 
rather  roughly  f6r  their  want  of  due  refpeft  to  the 
'  author's  patron.  When  we  recolleft  the  motives 
which  produced  this  effay,  we  fee  no  reaibn  to 
blame  Dr.  Hurd ;  his  ieal  for  his  friend  vjras  com- 
jnendable,  though  it  perhaps  carried  him  rather 
beyond  the  line  of  prudence.  When  refledioii 
i»perated  on  hi^  mined,  he  accordingly  few  reafon 
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to  difapprove  of  his  haftinefs;  and,  much  to  his 
honour,  took  great  pains  to  fupprefs  the  obnoxious 
pamphlet.  It  would  have  been:  perhaps  better  if 
It  had  been  fuffered  to  fink  into  that  oblivion 
which  the  author  wi(hed;  as  unfortunately,  on 
his  Lordflifp's  publifhing  a  Urrge  and'ffta^Jfic^t 
edition  of  his  friewd's  wofks  in  i/Wy  oii€  &f  Ihd 
greateft  fcholarsof  this  age,  to6  dffieioirily  peflilaps/ 
and  too  much  in  that  very  fpirtt  which  hd  waAted 
to  expof«,  reprinted  the  feffay,  with  fortte  ofhtfr 
••  Trafts  by  Warburtori  and  a  WaTburtOniam**- 
.  When  Biihop  Hurd's  edition  of  WrffbuftoA's- 
works  appeared,  the  world  was  greatly  difappoinV 
ed  at  not  finding  the  long-expe6ted  life  of  fhat  ce- 
rebrated charafter.  This  afforded  frefli  gtottiid  for 
cenfure,  and  it  was  by  no  means  fpared.  Ifi  coij^ 
fequence  of  this  complanit,  he  printed-  a  prtfft-" 
tory  difcourfe,  by  way  of  introduftion  to  the  work, 
containing  a  brief  but  elegant  memoir  of  th*  ali^^* 
thor.  It  is  fuppofed  that  on  hrs  Lordfhip's  deceafe 
a  more  copious  biography  of  his  ancient  friend  aticf 
patron  will  be  left  for  publication :  this,  of  coarfe, 
will  exhibit  a  hiftory  of  Englifh  literature,  for  half 
a  centtiry. 

We  had  nearly  forgotten  to  mention,  that  the 
earlieft  produftion  of  his  Lordftiip's  pen,  which  has 
appeared  Jn  prtiit,  was  an  Ode  on  the  Peace  of  Aix.- 
te-Chapelte.  W. 
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kAKL  or  BVCHAir. 

IF  the  love  of  freedom,  and  flie  love  of  literature; 
if  eminent  proficiency  in  the  jfine  arts,  and  an  eager 
fondnefs  to  pati'onife  the  fame  proficiency  in  others; 
if  claffical  and  patriotic  enthufiafm,  aflfociated  with 
not  a  few  of  the;moil  amiable  and  reifpeQable  moral, 
virtues; — are  calculated  to  recommend  any  man  to 
the  efteem  tod  praife  of  bjs  contemporaries,  David, 
Earl  of  Buchan,  cannot  ^afily  fail  of  obtaining  their 
higheii  approbation. 

This  noblemw  is  the  reprefentative  of  a  younger 
branch  of  the  illuftrious  family  of  the  Erlkines, 
Earls  of  Marr,  whofe  virtues  and  wifdom  recom- 
ipended  them  for  a  feries  of  generations  to  the 
very  honourable  and  confidential  office  of  tutors 
to  the  toctent  Kings  of  Scotland.  At  the  univer- 
fity  of  Glafgow,  in  early  youth,  he  applied  with, 
^tfdent  and  (uccefsful  diligence  to  every  ingeni- 
dQs  and  libera]  ftudy.  His  hours  of  relaxation 
from  fcience  and  literature  were  frequently  paffed 
in  endeavours  to  acquire  the  arfs  of  defign,  etching, 
engraving,  and  drawing,  in  the  academy  which  the 
excellent,  but  ill  requited,  RoBear  Foulis  for 
&me  time  laboured  to  fupport  in  that  weftern  me- 
tropolis of  Scotland. 

Succeeding  to  the  hereditary  eftates  and  honours 
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» 

of  his  family,  he  from  that  xhoment  evinced  a 
generous  ambition  to  maintain  and  exalt,  by  his 
perfonal  exertions,  the  true  dignity  of  the  Scottifli  . 
peerage,  and  the  name  of  Erskine. 

The  king's  minifters  had  been  long  accuftomed, 
at  each  new  eleftion,  to  tranfmit  to  every  peer 
a  lift  of  the  names  of  fix  teen  of  his  fellow- peers, 
for  whom  he  was  required  to  give  his  vote,  in 
the  choice  of  the  members  who  fliould  reprefent 
the  nobles  of  Scotland  in  the  Britifh  parliament ; 
and  to  this  humiliating  ufurpation,  the  defcend- 
ants  of  the  moft  illuftrious  names  had  accuftomed 
themfelves  tamely  to  fubmit !  The  Earl  of  Bu* 
chan,  with  the  fpirit  of  ah  ancient  Baron,  took 
an  early  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  he  would 
oblige  the  Secretary  of  State  Vho  fhould  infult 
him  with  fuch  an  application  to  wa(h  away  the 
affront  with  his  blood.  The  pra£lice  from  that 
time  ceafed ;  and  minifters  were  obliged  to  adopt 
fome  other  lefs  offenfive  mode  of  exercifing  their 
cleQioneering  influence  over  the  Caledonian  peer* 
age. 

The  Earl  had  two  very  promifing  brothers,  both 
younger  than  himfelf;  and  on  their  education 
he  eameftly  beftowed  that  care  which  was  to  b© 
cxpefted  from  the  kindnefs  and  vigilance,,  not 
merely  of  a  near  relation,  but  of  a  prudent  and 
affefUonate  parent.  The  forti^nes  of  his  family 
had  been,  from  different  caufe$,  not  difhonoured  in- 
deed, but  impaired  fo  confiderably,  that  they  could 
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i^  longer  afford  an  annual  income  fufficiently  acrar- 
ple'to  fupport  its  dignities  with  due  Iplendour, 
and  to  enable  him  to  gratify  all  the  generous  wiflies 
of  a  muiJificent  fpirit.  Struck  with  this,  he  refo- 
lutely  adopted  a  plan  of  economy,  admirably  fitted 
to  retrieve  Vnd  reeftablipi  thofe  falling  fortunes^ 
and  his  endeavours  (perhaps  the  moft  honourable 
and  difficult  which  a.  young  and  liberal-minded 
nobleman  could  refolve  upon),  without  fubjcQing 
him  to.  the  imputation  of  parfimony,  have  been 
ci?owncd  and  rewarded  with  opulence. 
,  He  perceived,  with  concern,  that  fince  the  day* 
of  Sibbald^  and  Gordon  of  Stcaloch,  the  ftudy  of 
the  antiquities  of  the  Seottifb  hiftory  had  been 
fliamefully  and  unhappily  neglededs  <>nd  it  is 
chiefly  owing  to  his  patriotic  exertions,  that  the 
Royal  Antiquarian  Society  of  Scotland  is  in- 
debted for  its  exiftenqe. 

The  High  School  of  Edinburgh  is  coafeffedly 
one  of  the  bed  feminaries  in  the  kingdom,^  for  the 
initiation  of  youth  in  the  firft  principles  of  the 
Latin  language.  By  frequent  vifits  to  this  femi- 
nary,  theJEarl  of  Buchan  has  fought  every  oppor- 
tunity of  recommjending  to  public  notice  the  ikill 
and  attenXion  of  the  teachers,  as  well  as  the  happy 
prpficienc)!  of  their  pupils;^ and  a  premium,  his 
gift,  is  annually  bellowed  at  the  univerfity  of  Aber- 
deen, upon  the  fuccefsful  competitor  iaa  trial  of 
excellence  among  the  ftudents.  - . 

Op  reviewing  the  memovwls  of  the  Scottifh  no, 
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bilityj  Lord  Buchan  felt  his  enthtrfiaftic  venera- 
tion in  a  particular  manner'  excited,  by.  fte 
Science  and  virtues  of  the  illuftrious  Napier,  th* 
inventor  of  logarithms,  and  the  moft  eminent  dif- 
coverer  in  phiJofophy  of  which  Scotland  can  as 
yet  boafi.  With  a  generous  hand  he  afpired  to 
crown  the  memory  of  his  cilluftrious  countryman 
with  due  honours;  and  in  a  well-written  biogra- 
phical memoir,  difplayed  his  life  and  charafter  to 
the  reverence  and  imitation  of  the  prefeht  age. 
The  enthufiafm  of  Lord  Buchan  has  aHb  inftituted 
an  atinual  felUve  commemoration  of  Thom(bn,'at 
Ednam,  the  fcene  of  that  poet's  birth.  Mr,'  Piit«' 
kerton,  the  hiftorian  and  antiquary;  Bums,  xifrho 
was  pr^mfaturely  fnatcbed  av^y  from  the  admiral 
lion  of  the  prefent  age;  TyHer,  the  tranfiator  of 
Callimachus  ;  and  a  long  lift  of  other  men  of 
genius,  have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  attraft  the 
patronige  and  friendlhrp  of  Lord  Buchan. 

'Thd  life  of  Andrew  Fletcher  has  been  by'  his 
care  happily  illuftVated  ;  and  we  owe  to  htm  fom* 
precious  fragments  of  fpeeches  and  effays,  by  that 
incomparable  patriot,  which  had  not  been  before 
printed. 

The  Earl  of  Buchan's  exertions  have  been  as  in* 
variably  faithful  to  the  caufe  of  Liberty  as  of  'Li- 
terature. He  has  been  always -underftood  to  be 
among  the  moft  zealous  votaries  of  the  principles 
upon  which  the  revolution  of  1688  was  accom- 
jilhed.     His  voice,  his  writings,  his  exertions  in 
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every  manly  and  honourable  mode,  hare  ever  been 
r^ady  to  reiift  any  threatened  infringement  of  thofe 
principles,  in  the  Britifli  legiflature  or  government, 
.When  the  new  dawn  of  a  revolution  favourable  to 
genuine  liberty  broke  forth  in  France,  he  was 
not  among  the  moft  tardy  to  hail  its  rife,  and  to 
blefs  its  progrefs.  When  the  kings  of  Europe 
arofe  in  arms  for  the  purpofe  of  once  more  binding 
the  genius  of  that  nation  in  the  fetters  of  defpotifm, 
the  Earl  could  not  view  the  ill-omened  enterprife 
without  devoutly  wifliing  that  its  force  might  be 
(hattered  againft  the  iacred  armour  of  that  virtue, 
and  new-bom  freedom,  which  it  boafted  to  deftroy. 

On  beholding  thofe  excefles  into  which  the 
French  have  been  hurried  in  the  progrefis  of  their 
revolutionary  career,  he  lamented  that  the  errors 
t>f  humanity  are  ever  too  clofely  afTociated  with 
its  moft  fplendid  and  heroic  exertions,  yet  without 
abandoning  thofe  generous  wiflies  for  the  immor* 
tal  eftabliihment  of  Gallic  freedom,  which  he  had 
before  accuftomed  himfelf  to  entertain. 

Long  may  he  furvive  to  do  honour  to  the  age  by 
his  virtues ;  to  fuftain  by  his  voice  and  his  exer* 
tions  the  caufe  of  genuine  Britifli  freedom;  and  to 
patronife  that  literature,  and  thofe  fine  arts,  in 
which  he  himfelf  excels ! 

T.N. 
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THIS  ingenious  artift  is  defcended  from  the 
ancient  and  refpe£tablc  family  of  the  Northcot£s> 
which  has  been  fetled  in  DevonCbire  at  leaft  ever 
lince  the  conqueil,  has  given  feveral  high-(berifff 
to  the  county,  many  reprefentatives  for  it  in  parr 
liament,  and  on  which  a  baronetage  was  conferre4 
ill  the  reign  of  James  the  Firft. 

The  fubje£t  of  the  prefent  article  was  borb  at 
Plymouth  in  the  year  1746.      His  father  was  an. 
eminent  tradefman  in  that  town,  and  brought  up . 
his  fon  to  his  own  bufinefs.     His.  propeniity  to  the 
elegant  arts,  however,  prevailed  over  the  drudgery 
of  a  mechanical  employment ;  and  at  length  he 
determined  to  abandon  the  occupatioA  in  which 
he  had  been  engaged,  and  devote  himfelf  ^ntire^y 
to  his  favourite  objed^.      With  this  view  he  came 
to  London,  and  placed  himfelf  under  the  care  and 
tuition  of  his  countryman  and  friend  Sir  Jofhuit 
Reynolds,  then  in  the  2enith  of  his  glory.      That 
great  maii  was  ever  ready  to  lend  bis  helping  hand 
to  afpiring  merit ;  and  he  gave  Mr.  Northcote  bift 
utmoft  afliftance  towards  perfe^ng  himfelf  in  the 
art  of  painting.     Our  artift  continued  with  Sit 
Jo(hua  five  years,  living  with  him  in  all  the  fami}ia,-. 
rity  of  friendfhip,  and  introduced  by  him  to  the 
moft  eminent  characters  of  the  age. 
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In  the  fummer  of  1777,  Mr.  Northcote  fet  out 
for  Italy,  following  in  this  the  example. and  advice 
of  his  grealf*nlafter.     He  vifited  every  paiit  of  that 
delightful  country,  which  at  that  time  was  the  un- 
rivalled feat  of  the  fine  arts.      At  Rome  he  con- 
tinued near   three   years,  which  he   found  Aort 
enough  for  the  wonders  and  the  beauties  which 
abounded  in  it  to-  engage  the  confideration  of  a 
iflto  of  tafte,  who  was  defirous  of  treafuring  up  in 
My  mind  the  hioft.  extenfive  knowledge  of  the  fci- 
cnces  connefted  with  his  profeffion. 
^  Dttringhis  refidetice  in  Italy,  he'  profited  fo  well 
by  the  opportunities  he  met  with,  and  obtained  fo 
e^fcnfive  ftn  acquaintance  with .  the  firft  artift^  of 
the  age  and  country  in  which  be  was,  that  be  be* 
came  greatly  refpeSled.    His  talents  and  deport- 
xhdit  procured  him  the  honour  of  being  ele^ed  a 
mdmber  of  the  ancient  Etrufcan  Academy  at  Cor- 
tona,  of  the  Imperial  Academy  at  Florence^  and  of 
Ac  Academy  Del  Forti,  at  Rome. 
'  While  at  Florence,  he  pointed  a  portrait  of  him- 
fblf,  for  the  academy,  which  is  a  compliment  al^ 
ways  expcfted  from  cviery  new  member. 
'Hi  returned  to  England  irt  1780,  and  came  by 
the  way  of  FlaiideiFs,  not  only  becaufe  it  was  during 
the  time  of  war,  but  that  he  might  have  the  advan* 
tage  of  obferving'  a^l  that  could  be  feen  of  the  emi- 
nent m^fters  of  tWFL^MrsH  School. 

Thus  aAply  fumiflied  with  every  reqiiifite  that 
could  conftitute  him  a  mader  in  his  profeiik>n»  he 
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entered  upon  it  in  the  metropolis  of  his  native 
country,  fliortly  after  his  arrival,  and  foon  obtained 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  reputation.  In  1&86  he  was 
chofen  a  member  of  the  Royal  Academy,  and  in 
every  fiibfequent  exhibition  at  Somerfet-houle  his 
produQions  have  borne  a  con^fpicuous  part/ 

Perhaps  the  moft  perfe£l  pi6lure  from  his  pencil 
^as  exhjbited  the  year  he  was  admitted  of  the  ac^*- 
demy.  The  fubjeft  is — the  two  young  pfinces 
murdered  in  the  tower.  The  ftory  is  ftrikingly 
and  afFeftingly  told  ;  the  drawing  is  perfcftly  cor- 
reft,  and  the  affaffins  are  particularly  well  deline- 
ated. This  pifture  was  purchafed  by  Alderman 
Boydell,  and  an  engraving  from  it  graces  his  fplen- 
did  edition  of  ^hakfpeare.  Our  artift  has  alfo 
painted  fome  other  pieces  for  the  fame  work ;  all 
of  which  have  great  merit,  but  none  in  an  equal 
degree  with  that  juft  mentioned. 

In  the  exhibition  of  1796,  Mr.  Northcote  pro- 
duced a  feries  of  moral  piftures,  defigned  to  fhew 
the  oppofite  efFefts  of  fcrioufnefs  and  levity  in  two  • 
young  women  in  menial  fituations  of  life.  He 
clearly  had  Hogarth  in  view;^  but  though  his 
piftures  are  good,  they  tell  not  what' they  are  meant 
to  exprefs  with  the  force  which  charafterizes  that 
inimitable  artift's  produftious.  Thefe  have*  fince 
been  engraved. 

It  redounds  greatly  to  his  praife,  that  his  pencil 

has  never  in  the  flighteff  inftance  deviated  from 

morality  and   decency.      The  reputation  which 
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Mr.  Northcpte  ha»  acquired  as  a  painter  is  doubts 
kfs  well  merited.  His  colouring  is  chafte,  forcible, 
and  dirtin6t ;  his  piftures  have  that  breadth  of  light 
imd  (hade  which  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  pro- 
perties of  a  good  painting,  and  which  is  yet  fo  fel- 
dom  obferved,  even  in  the  works  of  matters*  His 
liftorical  pieces  fiiew  a  great  and'  an  accurate  ac« 
quaintancc  with  the  fubjed,  much  ftudy,  and  that 
vigiour  of  conception  which  \s  th^  true  charac- 
teriftic  of  x^tive  genius. 

In  private  life,  Mr,  Northcote  is  greatly  efteeme<t 
as  a  modeft,  unaiTuming,  virtuous^^  weIl-informe4 
93pd  (communicative  mait* 
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RICHARD  WATSON,  D:H, 

LORD  BItROF  OF  LAW  Apr, 

This  Uberal-minded  prelate  was  born  m  the 
village  of  Everlham,  about  five  miles  from  Kendal, 
in  the  county  of  Weftmoreland,  in  the  year  1737* 
His  father  was  a  clergyman,  and  mafter  of  the  free 
grammar-fchool  in  Kendal,  where  our  divine  rt^ 
ceived  the  whole  of  his  fchool  education,  prior  to 
his  going  to  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  to  which 
he  brought  with  him  a  good  ftock  of  claflical  leam« 
ing,  a  fpirit  of  perfevering  induftry,  and  a  very 
bad  provincial  accent,  which  he  retained  for  a 
long  time.  He  was  admitted  of  Trinity  Collegcfj 
and  diftinguiihed,  while  there,  by  a  clofe  applica* 
tion  to  his  ftudies,  and  conftantly  wearing  a  coarfe 
mottled  Weftmoreland  coat  and  blue  yam  ftockings* 

In  taking  his  degrees  he  ftood  high  among  the 
wranglers,  and  the  fuavity  of  his  manners,  the  re* 
gularity  of  his  conduct,  and  the  refpe^ability  of 
his  talents,  procured  him  a  fellowKhip  and  a  col« 
lege  tutorfliip.  On  the  former  occafion  he  was 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Poftlethwayte,  who  was  deeply 
Yerfed  in  mathematics,  but  knew  nothing  of  the 
world.  Poor  Poftlethwayte,  with  all  his  ikill^ 
could  difnmjirate  himfelf  fit  only  for  a  fmall  country 
living,  whjle  Watfon  made  his  way  to  a  profeflbr* 
(hip  ai>d  ^  mitre.  He,  indeed,  foon  obtained  the 
efteem  of  his  own  fociety,  and  of  the  univerfity 
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at  large,  to  which  a  fpirited  oppofition  made  by  him 
to  ah  improper  recommendatron  of  a  candidate  by 
the  Duke  of  Grafton  greatly  contributed.  This  cir- 
cumftance  redounds  to  the  honour  both  of  Dr.  Wat- 
fon  and  the  Duke,  for  the  latter  was  fo  fcnfible  of 
the  jpropriety  of  the  other's  conduft,  that  he  cul- 
tivated his  acquaintance,  and  from  that  time  they. 
have  been  cordial  friends. 

It  was  riot  long  after  this,  that  he  was  eleft* 
id.pubiic  profeffor  of  Chymiftry,  though  he  was 
then  actually  ignorant  of  the  firft  principles  of  that 
fcience.  His  eleftors,  however,  had  no  reafon  to 
repent  of  their  choice,  for  he  foon  made  up  by  di' 
llgence  fhi  want  of  preparatory  acquirements.  He 
pafled  whole  'days,  and  fometimes  nights,  in  the 
laboratory,  aflifled  by  a  good  praftical  cliymift 
whofe  name  was  Hoffman.  In  their  firft  cx^ 
periments,  they  deftroy^d  numerous  retorts,  iiit 
jured  their  health,  endangered  their  lives,  aftually 
bl^w  themfelves  up,  and  at  length  did  the  fame 
by  their  work'ftiop:  Biit  our  profeffor  was  not  to 
be  intjmidtated  by  all  thefe  difcouraging  circum- 
ftances.  He  poffefled  an  indefatigable  fpirit,  whicl^ 
was  dfeftined  to  overcome  difficulties. 

Hi%  chymical  chara£ler  was  at  laft  completely 
cftablifhed;  and  his  Icftures,  which  were  crowded 
with  auditors,  acquired  him  a  high  reputation. 
He  was  next  advanced  to  the  Regius  Profefforlhip 
of  Divinity,  on  the  death  of  the  learned  Dr.  Rur 
therforth,  and  about  the  Tame  tim^  fa^  married.  - 
•'-'  '  '  "  *  ■     Dr, 
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Dr.'Watfon  very  early  diflinguiihed  Mrrifelf  in 
the  career  of .  politics,  by  hi^  attachment  to  thofe 
Whig  principles  which  hare,  uxitil  of  late,  uniformly 
difiin^uifhed  Cambridge  from^  her  fitter  univerfity; 
He  chofe  a  critical  time  to  (hew  off  thefe  prin* 
ciples,  aiid  to  gain  himfelf  popularity :  this  was  the 
year  1776,  when  the  fubjeQs  of  GovernmeBt  and 
Civil  Liberty  were  generally  difcufied*  His  fer* 
mon  preached  before  the,  Univerfity  on  the  anni- 
vcrfeny  of  the  Reftbration,  was  printed  under  the 
title  of  "  The  Principles'  of  the  Revolution  vindi- 
^  cated ;"  and  attracted  a  degree  of  attention  ex- 
ceeded only  by  Biihop  Hoatdley's  famous  iermoa 
on  the  kingdom  of  Chrift.  In  the  courfc  of  the  ifame 
year,  he  alfo  publiHied  another  difcourfe  preached 
before  the  univerfity  on  the  anniverfairy  of  the 
King's  accefiGion.  The  publication  of  thefe  brought 
on  a  controverfy ;  but  the  only  piece  worth  noticing 
on  this  occafion  was  "  An  Heroic  Epiftle  to  Dr. 
Watfon,"  by  the  facetious  author  of  "  An  Epiftk 
to  Sir  William  Chambers,*'  under  the  appellation 
of"  Macgregor." 

He  foon  after  gave  more  fatisfa£tion  to  the  religi- 
ous world,,  and  gained  a  higher  portion  of  applaufe 
from  the  public  at  large,  by  an  "  Apology  for  Cfarif- 
tianity,  in  a  Series  of  Letters  addreffed  to  Edward 
.Gibbon,  Efq."  This  work,  though  perhaps  it  is 
not  fufficiently  copious,  raifed  the  author'a  reputa- 
.tion  vtry  high,,  both  as  a  controverfialift,  and  a  po- 
Jitc  writer.    The  manner  ia  which  th^  diviiae  has 
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treated  tbe  deiftical  hiftorian  has  been  ^eatly 
admired  by  all  but  incorrigible  bigots,  and  held  up 
as  aq  excellent  example  for  imitation.  Mr.  Gib- 
bon declined  entering  into  a  difcuffion  of  the  dif- 
puted  points  with  the  profeffor ;  but  he  wrote  him 
a  very  polite  letter,  to  which  he  received  as  polite 
an  anfwer.  The  correfpondence  has  been  printed 
by  Lord  Sheffield,  and  it  does  honour  to  both 
parties. 

'  Dr.  Watfon  printed  another  political  fermon, 
preached  before  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge^ 
February  4th,  1780,  being  the  day  appointed  for  a 
general  faft,  which  difcourfe  is  of  the  fame  com- 
plexion as  thofe  abovementioned. 

In  178 1  he  publiftied  a  volume  of  Chymical 
Eflays,  addrefTed  to  his  pupil  the  Duke  of  Rut- 
land. This  work  was  received  by  the  public  with 
fuch  great  and  deferved  approbation^  as  to  encou- 
rage the  author  to  give  the  world,  at  different  timess 
four  additional  volumes,  all  of  equal  merit  with  the 
firft. 

In  the  preface  to  the  laft  volume,  he  has  thefc 
remarkable  obfervations :  "  When  I  was  ele£ied 
"  profeffor  of  divinity  in  1771,'  I  determined  to 
'^  abandon  for  ever  the  ftudy  of  Chymiftry,  and  I 
"  did  abandon  it  for  feveral  years  5  but  the  veieris 
"  veJHgia  flamma  ftill  continued  to  delight  me,  and 
**  at  length  feduced  me  from  my  purpofe. 

*^  When  I  was  made  a  Biftiop  in  1782, 1  again 
"  determined  to  quit  my  favourite  purfuit :  the 
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^'  volume  which  I  now  offer  to  the  public  is  a  fad 
^  proof  of  the  imbecility  of  my  refolution.  I  haVe 
"  on  this  day>  however,  offered  a  facrifice  to  other 
•^  people's  notions,  I  confefs,  rather  than  to  my  own 
*  opinion  of  epifcopal  decorum — I  have  deftroyed  all 
•^  my  chymical  manufcripts.— A  profpefitof  retum- 
•*  ing  health  might  have  perfuaded  me  to  purfue 
^  this  delightful  fcience ;  but  I  have  now  certainly 
"  done  with  it  for  ever  ;  at  leaft,  I  have  taken  the 
**  moft  effeftual  ftep  I  could  to  wean  myfelf  from  an 
*'  attachment  to  it ;  for  with  the  holy  zeal  of  the 
*•  idolaters  of  old,  who  had  been  addiSed  to  curi- 
"  ous  arts — I  have  burned  my  hooks** 

At  length.  Dr.  Watfon's  merits,  and  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  procured  him 
a  feat  on  the  epifcopal  bench,  on  the  tranflation  of 
Bifhop  Barrington  from  the  fee  of  Landaff  to  Salif- 
bury.  This  biflippric  being  poor,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  hold  with  it  the  Archdeaconry  of  Ely,  a 
ReSory  in  Leicefterfliire,  and  the  divinity  profef- 
forfliip,  to  which  is  annexed  the  valuable  living  of 
Samefham. 

The  gratitude  of  another  pupil  of  Dr.  Watfon's 
is  ftill  more  memorable.  The  late  Mr.  Luther,  of 
Ongar  in  £ffeX|  at  his  deceafe,  in  17  86,  bequeathed 
to  his  tutor  the  fum  of  20,000  /. 

The  Bifliop  was  hardly  warm  in  his  feat,  before 
he  brought  himfelf  into  pretty  general  notice,  as 
the  advocate  of  ecclefiaftical  reform,  in  "  A  Letter 
addrcflfed    to    the    Arcbbiihop    of  Canterbury." 
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In  t^i^  kftter  his.  Lordthip  ilated»  with  no  fmall 
force,  and  with  confiderable  pathos,  the  hard(hip9 . 
of  the  inferior  clergy,  and  the  neceffity  of  an  equsn 
lization  of  church  preferments.  Though  his  ^rguh 
menfts  were  conclufive,  and  though  the  faSs  which 
he  flated  were  incontrovertible,  yet  many  friends 
to  his  fcheme  thought  hipi  rather  too  precipitate 
and  nregular  in  bringing  forward;  bis  fentimenta 
on  this  fubjeft.  An  addrefs  to  the  metropolitan^ 
through  the  medium  of  the  prefs,  from  the  junior 
prelate  on  the  bench,  was  coniidered  as  a  mode  of 
proceeding  not  quite  in  the  ftrift  line  of  dcclefiafti^ 
cal  propriety,  nor  the  beft  calculated  to  attain  titnQ 
objefl  in  view* 

This  letter  accordingly  drew  down  on  his  Lord- 
(hip  fome  very  fevere  ftriftares  from,  the  pen  of 
Mr.  Cumberland,  a  writer  of  great  powers,  but  who 
on  this  -occafion  was  fair  from  nianifefting  a  com- 
mendable temper. 

The  public  curiofity  was  greatly  excited  when 
It  was  underftood  that  he  was  appointed  to  preach 
before  the  Lords,  -January  30th,  1783.  His  dif- 
couiffes  at  Cambridge  were  ftill  fre(h  in  every 
perfon's  remembrance,  and  therefoie  fomewhat 
unufual  was  expected  on  this  occafion-  The  abbey 
was  uncommonly  crowded;  but  the;Bifliop  con- 
duced himfelf  with  extreme  caution,  and  delivered 
a  fermoa  admirable  in  its  compofition>  and  very 
temperate  in  its  fentiments. 

In  1786,  his  Lordfliip  pubildied  at  Cambridge^ 

"  A  Co/- 
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«  A  CoUeaion  of  Theological  TraQs,"  iri  fix  vo'^ 
lumes  oftavo,  defigned  entirely  for  the  ufaof  ftu- 
dents  in  divinity.    This  colle6iion  confifts  of  pieces 
on  the  moft  intcrefting  fubjefh  in  facred  literature, 
by  different  writers,  many  of  which  were  become 
exceeding  fcarce.    Little  el{^  is  wanting  to  form 
fuch  a  compilation,  but  great  reading,  candour,,  and 
judgment.    Thefe  are  fuflSciently  difplayed  in  this 
edition ;  and  it  cannot  but  prove  an  ineftirriable  li« 
brary  of  divinity  to.  every  candidate  for  holy  orders. 
At  the  time  of  the  King's  illnefs,  the  Biihop 
voted  with  thofe  Lords  who  confidered  the  Prince 
of  Wales  as  having  an  abfolute  right  to  an  unqua- 
lified affumption  of  the  Regency.    As  the  fee  of 
Sl  Afaph  was  then  vacant  by  the 'death  oT  the 
'worthy  Dr.  Shipley,  fome  perfons  were  difpofed  to 
4hink  that  Bifliop  W.  had  his  eye  upon  a  tranfla^ 
tion  thither.     The  King,  however,  recovered,  the 
.Regency  of  courfe  dropt  to  the  ground,  and  the 
biftiopric  of  St.  Afaph  was  filled  by  Dr.  Halifax. 
'  In  June,  1791,  the  Biihop  delivered  a  charge  to 
his  clergy,  in  \Vhich  he  took  occafion  to  touch  upon 
the   great  revolution   which  had  recently  taken 
.place  in  France,  and  to  advert  to  the  ftate  of  things 
at  home,  chiefly  with  refpeft  to  the  condition  of 
the  church,  and  the  pretenfions  of  diffenters.   Some 
of  his  hearers  took  notes  of  his  Lordftiip's  difcourfe, 
copies  of  which  were  not  only  circulated  with 
great  induftry  throughout  the  diocefe,  but  fpread 
•vet  all  parts  of  the  principality,  and  ^ven  reached 
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Lambethi  Alarmed  at  the  intentipn  evidently 
manifefted  by  this  mode  of  circulation,  the  Bifhop 
loft  no  time  in  publifhing  a  faithful  copy  of  his 
charge,  which  completely  did  away  the  evil  defigns 
of  his  enemies. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  eventful  conteft,  hi« 
Lordfhip  has  exhibited  himfelf,in  general, the  fteady 
advocate  of  pacific  meafures;  and  he  has  made  fome 
edmirable  and  very  impreflive  fpeeches  in  his  place 
ia  the  houfe,  on  the  neceffity  of  adopting  a  conci'* 
liatory  fpirit. 

But  one  of  the  beft  fervices  which  he  ever  ren- 
dered to  the  public,  was  in  countera£iihg  the  poi- 
fonoiis  principles  of  the  author  of  "The  Age  of  Rea^ 
fon,"  by  an  '^Apology  for  the  Bible,  in  a  feties 
t)f  Letters  addreflfed  to  the  author  of  that  work.** 
1796,  This  has  doubtlefs  been  of  infinite  fervicc 
in  maintaining  the  caufe  of  truth  ;  as  it  is  written  in 
a  popular  manner,  and  with  a  dignity  of  expreffioa 
and  power  of  argument  moft  admirably  adapted  to 
imprefs  the  mipd  with  that  refpeftful  ferioufnefs 
which  is  fo  neceflary  to  produce  a  rational  con- 
vi&ion. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  however,  that  the  Bifhop 
lias  given  fome  advantage  to  the  infidels,  by  paflSng 
over  in  filence  certain  parts  of  the  Bible  objcfted 
to  by  them.  From  that  filence  much  has  been  in- 
ferred; and  it  certainly  would  have  been  more 
noble,  and  in  faft  more  prudent,  to  have  expreflfed 
his  free  opinion  concerning  thofe  paflages. 

At 


Digitized  by 


Google 


]tICHAR0  WATSON^  D.l>.  ^S9 

At  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year,  his  Lord- 
Ibip  printed  a  very  feafonable  and  animated  ^'  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain."  In  this  per- 
formance the  Bifhop  waves  difcuffing  the  merits  ot 
demerits  of  the  war,  as  to  its  origin.  He  confiders 
the  nation  as  reduced  to  the  alternative  either  of 
an  abfolute  fubmiffion  to  the  enemy,  or  a  vigor- 
ous pro&cution  of  the  conteft.  Preferring  the 
latter  to  the  formef ,  he  pleads  for  gfeat  facrifices^ 
and  calls  upon  his  countrymen  to  make  very  ftre«> 
nuous  exertions. 

Every  body  allowed  this  addre(s  to  poffefs  great 
merit  as  a  compofition;  but  many  who  have  made 
financial  politics  tl^eir  ftudy,  conceived  that  the 
fiifhop  had  gone  out  of  his  depths  while  other* 
think,  and  doubtlefs  with  rcafon,  that  he  has  de* 
parted  from  all  his  former  principles. 

That  fuch  a  tra6t,  coming  from  fuch  a  man» 
fhould  produce  replies,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at* 
The  weight  of  his  Lordihip's  charafter  was  well 
known.  His  popularity  was  very  great ;  and  thofe 
who  were  adverfe  to  the  fentiments  which  he  now 
eipreffed,  were  fenfible  that  they  would  have  a 
very  extenfive  influence  upon  the  public  mind. 
The  profecution  of  two  of  his  Lordfliip's  antago- 
nifts,  has  inflifled  a  deadly  wound  on  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs,  and  thus  rendered  controverfy  fafe  only 
4>n  one  fide  of  the  queftion ! 

The  Bifliop  is  a  good  public  fpeaker ;  his  aftion 
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is  graceful>  his  voice  full  and  harmonious^  and  his 
delivery  chaftc  and  correft. 

As  a  writer  he  is  diftinguiflied  by  a  ftyle  plain, 
and  neat,  but  ftriftly  pure,  nervous,  and  argumen* 
tative. 

As  a  bifhop  hi&chara£ler  is  moft  excellent ;  and 
^s  far  -as  his  influence  extends,  he  hath  been  uni- 
formly the  patron  of  merit.  His  family  confifts  of 
fix  children ;  and  his  chief  refidence  is  Colgarth 
Park,  delightfully  fituated  near  the  lakes  in  his  na- 
tive county. 

Bcfides  the  pieces  already  mentioned,  he  hath 
written:  "  Richardi  Watfon,  A.M.  Coll.  Sacr. 
•Sanftae  Trin.  Soc.  et  Chemise  Profeflbris  in  Aca- 
demia  Cantabrigenii  Inftitutionum  Chemicarum  in 
preleQionibus  Acadcmicis  explicatum  Pars  Metal- 
lurgica.'*  8vo.  1766.  ^*  An  Eflay  on  the  Subjefts 
of  Chymiftry,  and  their  general  Divifions."  Svo. 
177 1.  "  A  Defence  of  revealed  Religion,  in  two 
Sermons  preached  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Lan- 
daff."  «  A  Charge  to  the  Clergy  of  that  Diocefe, 
in  June,  1795."  "  Sermons  and  Trafts,"  one  vo- 
lume, Svo. ;  and  a  "  Charge  to  his  Clergy,  in  1 798." 
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THE  HONOURABLE  HENRY  ERSKINE. 

Henry  Erskine,  the  brother  of  David  Earl  of 
Buchan^  is  fuppofed  to  poffefs  even  a  double  por- 
tion of  his  genius.  He  received,  in  early  youth/ 
the  advantage  of  that  liberal  and  literary  edu- 
cation which  in  Scotland  is  rarely  denied  even 
to  the  meaneft  yeoman;  and  has,  till  of  late,  been 
moll'  folicitoufly  beftowed  on  the  children  of  no- 
bility. The  fortune  which  he  inherited  was  not 
fufficient  to  enable  him  to  bury  his  talents  in 
frivolous  idlenefs,  and  he  chofe  the  praftice  of  the 
law  for  his  profeflional  purfuit.  He  was  accord- 
ingly admitted,  when  very  young,  a  member  of  the 
Scottifti  Faculty  of  Advocates y  and  diftinguiflied  him- 
felf  alike  at  the  bar,  in  the  focieties  of  his  com- 
panions, and  thofe  elegant  and  faihionable  afTem-t 
blies  unto  which  his  high  birth  and  perfonal  ac- 
complifliments  introduced  him,  by  an  unrivalled 
fprightlinefs  of  fancy,  and  quicknefs  of  apprehcn- 
fion.  When  all  contended  in  wit,  and  fportivc 
humour,  the  fupreme  praife  fcarcely  ever  failed  to 
be  beftowed  on  Henry  Erfkine. 

The  elocution  of  the  Scottilh  bar,  even  then,  fa- 
voured not  a  little  of  the  unftion  of  Donald  Cargill, 
or  George  Whitefield.  Young  Erflcine,  in  his 
firft  pleadings,  difplayed  with  an  inimitable  feli- 
city a  certain  grace,  livelinefs,  and  eafe,  which 
needed  but  to  be  heard,  in  order  to  put  to  (hame 
thofe  vile  compofitioits  which  bad  been   before 
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admired.  Every  thing  concurred  to  promife  hint 
a  mod.  brilliant  career.  But  it  was  feared,  that 
parts  fo  lively,  and  fuccefs  ,fo  fplendid,  might  prove 
fatal,  by  feducing  him  into  that  negligence,  and 
that  felf- conceit,  which,  alas  1  too  often  blight  the 
richeft  buds  of  opening  genius.  The  anxiety  of 
•  his  friends,  the  invidious  rivalry  of  his  competitors, 
were  alike  ready  to  fuggeft  that  diffipation,  frivo^ 
lity,  or  petulant  felf-applaufe,  muft  foonexpofe  hinx 
to  be  outftripped  ii^  bis  profeflional  career,  by  the 
moft  fober  fpirited  of  his  brother-advocates,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  hare  in  the  fable  is  faid  to 
have  been  left  behind  by  the  fnail,  Thtf  event, 
however,  proved  far  othen?vife,  * 

He  had  the  good  fenfe  to  perceive  that,  m  order 
to  excel,  he  ought  to  dedicate  himfelf  with  in* 
flexible  ardour  and  perfeverance  to  the  attainment 
of  profeflional  exicellence,  and  acquire  by  unremit- 
ting praflice  that  honourable  independence  pf  for- 
tune which  was  neceflary  to  give  due  luftrc  to  his 
talents.  In  a  (hort  time  he  becamq  an  Elder,  and  a 
Speaker  in  the  general  aflembly  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  the  beft  theatre  for  deliberative  eloquence 
which  his  native  country  affords.  He  vigilantly 
feized  every  occafion  for  the  exercifc  of  his  abili* 
ties,  as  a  lawyer  and  a  pleader  s  and  foon  con- 
vinced  the  world  that  he  was  determined  to  be*- 
come  a  ftcady  praftitioner. 

Having  obtained  in  marriage  the  only  daughter 
of  Mr.  FuUerton,  a  ladjr  of  a  refpe£lable  feroily, 
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and  who  brought  him  a  very  handfome  fortune^ 
that  event  tended  happily  to  confirm  him  in  thofe 
habits  of  affiduity,  for  which  he  had  begun  before 
to  be  diftfaiguiihe^* 

Every  fucceffivc  year  now  encreafed  his  employe 
nent  at  the  bar,  and  he  was  foon  accounted,  if 
not  the. very  firft,  at  Jeaft  in  the  forefnoft  rank* 
Eminent  as  a  wit,  and  an  advocate,  his  political 
ientlments  could  not  long  be  a  matter  of  indiiFer* 
ence  to  the  circle  in  which  he  moved.  Like  his 
brother,  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  he  avowed  himfelf  a 
ftaunch  and  ardent  Whig,  and  naturally  gained  the 
notice  and  the  friendftiip  of  the  moft  illuftrious  vo- 
taries of  yVhiggifm,  as  well  in  £ngland>  as  in 
jScotiand. 

After  the  conclufion  of  the  American  war,  when 
Charles  Fox,  along  with  that  great  political  party 
pf  which  be  was  the  informing  and  guiding  genius, 
iBeere,  for  a  fliort  time,  mafters  of  the  energies  of  the 
Britifb  government,  Henry  Erflcine  was  the  man 
whom  they  chofe  as  the  confidential  lawyer  of 
their  adminiftration  in  Scotland.  They  accordingly 
haftened  to  appoint  him  l^rd /advocate y  and  fo  fplen- 
did  was  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer,  and  fo  liberal 
his  chara£ler  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  honour,  that 
the  voice  even  of  his  political  enemies,  could 
fcarcely  refrain  from  applauding  the  nomination. 

But  Fox  and  his  party  were  quickly  driven  from 
the  helm;  and  Frikine  was  difmifled  from  his 
official  fituation,  to  make  room  for  one  who  was, 
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indeed)  a  very  worthy  young  nian,  but  deftitute 
ftlike  of  powerful  talents,  and  juridical  experience* 
This  lofs,  however,  could  neither  degrade  the 
charafler  of  Erlkine,  nor  leflen  his  praftice  at 
the  bar.  He  had  before  been,  and  he  ftill  con* 
tinned  to  be,  the  lawyer,  whom,  on  every  great 
occafion,  both  partieit  were  anxious  to  retain  as 
their  firft  cpunfel. 

Upon  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Dedn  of  the 
Faculty  of  Advocates,  of  which  he  has  fincc  been 
fo  fhamefuUy  bereft,  that  refpeftable  body,  perhaps 
the  moft  illufirious  juridical  corporation  in  Europe, 
beftowed  the  office  on  Henry  Erflune ;  with  an 
cagernefs  which  feemed  to  demonftrate,  that  they 
conferred  equal  honour  on  him  and  themfelves  by 
the  choice. 

Although  a  man  of  wit  and  talents,  he  has  not 
been  fo  imprudent  as  to  lavifh  his  honourable  gains 
in  a  carelefs  profufion  of  expence,  inftead  of  accu- 
mulating them  ior  a  patrimony  to  his  children. 
Neither  did  the  fatal  fchifm  in  the  Whig  party, 
in  confequence  of  the  diverfity  of  fentiments  with 
which  the  events  of  the  French  revolution  wtf% 
beheld  in  Britain,  betray  him  into  any  political  in- 
confiftency.  On  the  contrary,  he  ftill  firmly  ad^ 
hered  to  thofe  principles  of  freedom,  which  Fox 
and  himfelf  had  been  accuftomed  to  confider  as  the 
genuine  grounds  of  the  Britifh  revolution  in  1688. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  a 
period,  dtiring  which  the  colliiions  of  party- fpirit 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LORD  CHARLEMOirr.  a6^ 

4re  become  more  fierce  and  violent  than  before, 
various  pra£lices,  too  mean  and  di (honourable  to 
be  worthy  of  aught  but  contemptuous  oblivion, 
have  been  recurred  to,  in  order  to  hurt  the  charac- 
ter and  diminifti  the  pra£lice  of  Henry  Erfkine, 
by  men  who  could  not  win  his  virtue  to  their  fide, 
and  who  vrere  defirous  to  dtminifh  that  afcendency 
to  which  they  could  not  afpire  in  the  career  of 
generous  emiilation.  But  talents,  fortune,  and 
charader,  fuch  as  his,  may  defpife  calumny,  and 
fmile  at  the  impotence  of  malice. 


LORD  CHARLEMONT- 


WHEN  high  rank  is  united  with  great  virtuesi 
and  both  are  embellifhed  by  learning,  tafte,  and 
talents,  we  then  fee  man  in  his  proudeft  form ;  we 
overlook  or  forget  all  that  is  weak,  frail,  and  mortal, 
in  human  nature,  and  look  up  to  him  as  a  being  of 
a  fuperior  order*  Such  a  chara£ler  is  the  Earl  of 
Charlemont ;  a  nobleman,  on  whom,  even  in  times 
of  the  moft  imminent  danger,  neither  turbulence, 
fa6iion,  nor  flander,  has  dared  to  caft  an  afperfion. 

Of  his  Lordftiip's  early  life,  a  great  part  was 
fpent  abroad ;  charmed  with  the  arts,  the  climate, 
and  the  language  of  Italy,  it  was  for  many  year* 
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his  favourite  refidence*  With  the'  reft  of  the 
world,  however,  he  was  intimately  acquainted  5  a$ 
at  every  court  which  a  youlig  nobleman  generally 
vifits,  he  fpent  more  than  the  ufual  time.  In  allj 
he  was  refpefted  and  beloved;  and  he  has  been 
heard  to  fay,  that  when  he  returned  home,  there 
was  not  a  country  in  Europe  in  which  he  was  not 
niore  known,  and  had  not  more  of  thofe  cooneftion^ 
which  fweeten  life,  than  in  his  native  Ir^Jnnd  I 
.  Home,  however,  his  lordfhip  did  at  length  re« 
tun),  at  about  the  age  of  thirty,  and  it  is  fai4  tp  h&vo 
been  haftened  by  a  diforder  cQntra£led>  as  is  fup* 
pofed,  from  poifon,  adminiftered  by  the  jealoufy  of 
a  woman  with  whom  fee  ha4  anjimorous  inter« 
courfe.  Of  this  diforder,  the  malignity  had  ba^e4 
the  efHcacy  of  all  the  medical  Pcill  which  hi}  lordv 
(hip  found  abroadi  pind  it  r^maine4  for  the  honpur 
of  an  Irifh  phyfician,  if  not  radically  to  remqve  the 
difeafe>  at  le^  to  alleviate  its  forc^^  and  preferve 
a  life  which  was  to  be  the  ornament  and  pride  cf 
his  countryr  The  phyiicjan  in  queftion  was  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Lucas,  a  man  diftinguifhed,  no( 
more  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  medical  exertions  in  his 
lordfliip's  cafe,  than  by  the  zeal  and  energy  which 
he  has  difplayed  as  a  political  writer,  aqd  a  popa<« 
lar  repfefentative. 

Having  thus  recovered  a  moderate  fhare  of  health 
by  the  (kill  of  this  Irifli  patriot,  and  prefcribed  for 
himfelf  a  degree  of  temperance  and  firiftnefs  of 
regimen  which  few  men  w^uld  h^ye  had  the  ftea* 
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dinefs  to  obfbrve,  his  lordlhip  began  to  think  of 
an  heir.  .  Although  accuftomed  to  view  beauty  in 
its  moft  fafcinating  forms  amidft  the  brilliancy  of 
oourts»  the  fplendour  of  wealthy  and  the  attraftions 
of  poliflied  manners,  he  did  not  feek  thefe  qua]itieg 
in  a  wife.  He  married  a  young  lady,  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  provincial  clergyman^  poffefled  of  good 
fenfe,  and  a  moft  amiable  difpolition  i  therefore, 
better  chofen  than  if  recommended  by  high  birth, 
riches,  or  beauty ;  in  confequence  of  this  marriage, 
his  lordihip  has  feveral  children,  the  eldeft  of 
whom  (Francis  William)  is  Lord  Caulfield^  a  young 
nobleman  of  whom  it  is  reafonable  to  hope,  that  he 
will  emulate  the  virtues  of  his  father. 

Lord  Charl^mont  having  felt,  from  his  «arly 
refidence  abroad,  the  mortification  of  being  a 
flranger  in  his  native  country,  refolved  that  his  foq 
fliould  have  a  domeftic  education*  Lord  Caulfield 
was  therefore  educated  at  the  college  of  Dublin, 
where  he  diftinguiihed  himfelf,  not  more  for  the 
poflfeflion  of  a  found  and  mafculine  underftanding, 
than  for  precocious  induftry,  and  mild,  though 
fomewhat  gloomy,  manners. 

From  the  moment  in  which  Lord  Charlemont 
firft  embarked  in  public  life,  he  has  invariably  pro- 
moted the  beft  intereils  of  the  country.  He  affe£led 
not,  however,  in  any  inftance,  that  popularity 
which  follows  rather  the  fhewy  and  infincere  pro- 
feffions  of  the  demagogue,  than  the  wife  and  well- 
iudge4  m^afuf'es  ^f  him  who  ferves  his  country 
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more  from  a  motive  of  duty  than  ^  thirft  of  fame. 
With  him,  patrlotifm  was  a  virtue  which  he  prac« 
tifed  for  its  own  fake,  and  without  attention  to  any 
tonfequences,  except  the  approbation  of  his  own 
jnind,  and  a  drift  attention  to  the  public  welfare. 

That  his  political  conduft  has  uniformly  refulted 
from  the  pureft  motives,  nothing,  perhaps,  could 
more  ftrongly  prove,  than  the  manner  in  which  his 
Borough  of  Charlemont  has  been  reprefented; 
Though  his  lordfhip  does  not  poflefs  wealth  fuf- 
£cient  to  render  the  feptennial  receipt  of  4000  L 
(the  ufual  price  for  two  mif-reprefentatives!)  an 
objeft  of  no  importance,  yet,  in  no  one  inftance,  has 
he  yielded  to  the  impulfe  of  venality ;  for  he  has 
never  fold,  to  the  higheft  bidder,  the  office  of  Le- 
giflator  for  his  country !  In  the  reprefentatives  of 
his  Borough,  his  lordfhip  required  only  talents, 
and  virtue ;  and  it  has  been  his  peculiar  good  for- 
tune to  have  always  fele£ted  men  eminently  pof« 
fefTed  of  both. 

Among  thofe  who  have  reprefented  Charlemont 
fince  it  fell  into  his  lordfliip's  handsi,  Mr.  Grattan 
is  the  moft  confpicUous.  And  it  was  the  member 
for  this  Borough,  who  wrought  the  independance 
of  Ireland.  In  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  his  lordfhip 
contributed  to  that  great  event,  if  not  by  his  elo- 
quence, for  he  is  not  a  public  fpcaker,  at  leall  by 
his  vote,  his  influence,  and  his  example. 

Thefe  virtues  and  fervices  of  Lord  Charlemont 
were  neither  unobferved  nor  unrewarded  by  the 
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|)ublic.  He  was  accordingly  raifed  by  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  the  people,  more  fully  and  faithfully 
exprcfled  than  it  had  been  on  :any  other  occafion, 
to  the  moft  honourable  fituation  which  it  was  in 
their  power  to  bellow,  that  of  commander-in-chief 
of  an  army  felf-appointed,  and  felf-paid,  confifting 
of  80,000  freemen,  including  all  the  gentry  and 
the  nobility  of  the  kingdom.  To  this  cbmmand 
of  the  Old  Volunteer  army  of  Ireland,  he  was  foe 
feveral  years  fuoceffively  elefted ;  nor  did  this  re-^ 
lation  between  that  extraordinary  body  of  men, 
and  his  lordfhip  ceafe,  until  a  difference  of  po* 
litical  opinion  had  arifen,  which  induced  him  to 
refign-  That  difference  arofe  on  the  queftion  of 
admitting  the  Catholics  to  participate  in  the  power 
of  the  ftate.  The  idea  was  firil  broached  in  an 
addrefs  from  the  volunteers  of  Ulfter  to  his  lord- 
fliip,  at  a  time  when  they  had  been  reviewed  by 
him  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Belfaft.  He  in  very 
plain,  but  very  polite  and  refpeftful  terms,  ex- 
preffed,  in  his  anfwer,  his  difference  of  opinion  on 
that  queftion.  A  difcordance  of  fentiment,  on  a 
point  of  fuch  moment,  mufl  have  been  fatal  to  that 
cordiality  of  affeftion  which  had  alone  reconciled 
him  to  the  troublefome,  though  highly  honourable, 
fituation  to  which  he  had  been  raifed :  he  there* 
fore  ihortly  afterwarxls  refigned  his  command  ;  and 
government  having  for  fome  time  before  withdrawn 
its  countenance  from  the  volunteer  army,  it  gra- 
fiually  dwindled  into  infigniiieance. 
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That  his  lordfliip  was  either  morally  of  poiiti** 
cally  correft,  in  an  opinion  which  tended  to*  per- 
petuate political  incapacities  on  account  of  reli- 
gious tenets,  would  perhaps  be  difficult  to  prove  i 
but  that  he  a£led  on  that  occafion,  as  on  all  others^ 
rather  from  a  confeioufnefs  of  right,  than  a  view 
to  popular  applaufe,  cannot  be  doubted,  for  to  his 
popularity  nothing  at  that  time  could  have  been  fo 
fatal.  There  was,  however,  fomething  in  his  cha* 
rafter  which  difarmed  political  invedive,  even 
while  aggravated  by  religious  animofity.  The 
moft  virulent  of  thofe  who  blamed  his  condud 
feemed  to  hefitate  in  Calling  him  a  bigot. 

Of  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  his  lordfhip  has 
been  long  a  friend,  and  was  among  the  firft  of  thofe 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who,  when  the  qu^ftion 
was  agitated,  and  the  great  difficulty  appeared  to 
be,  how  individuals  fhould  be  fatisfied  for  the  anni- 
hilation of  their  property,  made  an  offer  of  a  volun- 
tary furrender  of  their  boroughs  to  the  public. 

On  the  queftion  of  the  regency,  too,  he  adopted 
that  fide  which  alone  was  thought  compatible 
with  the  independence  of  Ireland.  He  was  one 
of  thofe,  who,  in  oppofition  to  the  partisans 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  aflfert^d  the  right  of  that  kingdom  to 
appoint  its  own  regent ;  and,  as  they  conftituted 
a  majority  in  the  two  houfes,  they  accordingly 
offered  the  regency  to  the  heir  apparent.  For  this, 
and  fome  other  political  offences,  he  was  fhortly 
fift^rwards  removed  from  the  government  of  the 
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county  of  Armagli^  an  office  to  which  he  might  be 
almoft  faid  to  have  an  hereditary  right. 

In  a  mind  like  that  of  his  lordlhip>  cultivated^ 
vigorous,  and  pure,  error  is  feldom  a  plant  of  pe- 
rennial grovrth.  The  opinion  which  he  fo  honeftly 
entertained,  and  fo  boldly  avowed  to  the  volun- 
teer army  of  1784,  he  feems  to  have  fince  changed 
for  tho(e  of  a  more  liberal  domple£lion,  as  he  has 
fince  fupported  the  Catholic  claim  to  the  ele6live 
ijranchife,  which  parliament  acceded  to  in  1796, 
and  is  at  prefent  an  advocate  for  what  is  called 
catholic  emuncifaticn.  - 

Of  that  fy ftem  of  coercion  which  preceded  the  late 
infurreftion  in  Ireland,  of  the  burning  of  villages, 
hanging  their  inhabitants,  tranfporting  perfons 
fufpefted  without  trial,  ftrangling  and  whipping 
to  extort  confeilion,  and  billeting  the  military  at 
iree  quarters  in  diftri6is  in  which  individuals  had 
been  diforderly,  his  lordfliip  has  been  uniformly 
the  declared  enemy.  He,  therefore,  was  one  of  the 
very  few  who  fupported  Lord  Moira  in  his  parlia- 
mentary reprobation  of  thefe  meafures,  and  in  re- 
commending thofe  of  peace  and  conciliation.  No- 
thing, however,  can  be  more  remote  from  his  cha- 
rafter,  than  that  of  a  fattious  man,  or  a  fyftematic 
oppofitionift.  He  has  fupported  Great  Britain  in 
the  war,  merely  becaufe  Great  Britain  was  en- 
gaged in  it,  without  any  relation  to  the  abftrafil 
merit  of  theconteft ;  and  he  has  acceded  chearfutty 
•to  every  law,  and  every  meafure,  which  the  go- 
vernment 
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▼eminent  thought  neceflary,  againft  thfc  aflauJt  of 
foreign  force  or  domeftk  difafFeftion. 

Unexceptionable^  however^  as  Lord  Gbarlem^pt's 
political  conduct  has  been,  it  'm  not  as  a  politician 
that  he  is  exclufively  entitled  to  our  regard.  He 
is  more  highly  eftimable^  perhaps,  as  a  man  of  tafte 
and  literature.  As  a  general  fcholar,  he  has  not 
his  equal  in  the  Irifti  Peerage.  PoffeffinJ  a  ref' 
peQable  knowlege  of  the  learned  languages,  he  is 
alfo  intimately  acquainted  with  thofe  of  modem 
Europe,  particularly  the  Italian,  in  which  he  is  aa 
^dept.  To  his  love  of  letters,  Ireland  owes,  in  a 
great  meafure,  the  eftablilhment  of  the  only  lite- 
rary fociety  (except  the  univerfity)  which  fhc 
pofleffes,  namely,  the  Royal  Irifti'Academy,  which 
was  ificorporated  by  royal  charter  in  1786,  and  of 
which  his  lordfliip  has,  fince  its  foundation,  been 
annually  elefted  prefident.  Of  this  office,  he  dif- 
carges  the  duties,  con  amore^  conftantly  attending  its 
meetings,  unlefs  when  ill  health  prevents,  preiiding 
with  a  father^s  care  over  its  concerns,  and  occafion* 
ally  contributing  to  fill  the  pages  of  its  tranfaftiona.. 
In  thefe  volumes,  his  lordlhip  has  publilhed  three 
effays,  which  are  highly  refpeftable  5  one  on  a  coft- 
tefted  pafiage  in  Herodotus ;  another  on  an  ancient' 
jcudom  at  Meteline,  with  confiderations  on  its  ori- 
gin ;  and  a  third  on  the  antiquity  of  the  Woollen 
manufacture  in  Ireland,  which  he  has  proved  from 
ibme  paflages  in  the  Italian  poets. 
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Thefe,  liowever,  coiiftitute  but  a  finall  part  of 
what  his  lordftiip  has  written.  To  fome  of  his 
frienas  he  has  fliewn,  at  various  times,  materials 
for  larger  works.  With  them,  it  is  to  be  faired, 
the  public  will  not  be  favoured  during  his  life ; 
and  they  will,  probably,  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  a 
pofthumous  editor. 

Atnong  the  lovers  and  the  judges  of  the  fiirc 
arts,  he  holds  a  very  confpicuotis  rank.  At  tis 
houfe  in  Rutland-fquare,  Dublin,  is  to  be  feen  a 
moft  refpeftable  colleftion  of  the  great  mafters  ih 
painting  dnd  fculpture,  both  ancient  and  modern; 
and  of  his  tafte  in  architefture,  his  temple  of  Ma- 
rino, withiii  a  couple  of  miles  of  the  metropolis,  is 
a  beautiful  fpecimeri. 

In  parliament  he  has  never  been  a  fpeaker,  he 
feems  to  want  nerves  for  an  orator,  and  to  be  fo- 
licitous  rather  of  the  pleafures  of  ftudy,  than  of 
thofe  raptures  which  refult  from  the  involuntary 
burfts  of  an  applauding  auditory.  In  converfation 
he  is  communicative,  affable,  and  cheerful,  in  an 
extraordinary  degree ;  equally  apt  to  catch  as  to 
impart  fatisfaftion :  nor  is  it  the  frippery  of  fancy 
which  efcapes  him  ;  the  eflFufions  of  his  full  mind 
flow  like  the  waters  of  a  deep  river,  at  once  placid 
and  majefiic,  uniform  and  profound. 

Of  his  time  he  is  remarkably  economical ;  every 
hour  has  its  allotted  occupation,  nor  is  this  ar- 
rangement varied  but  on  occafions  of  confiderablc 
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moment  So  regular  is  he- even  in  his  rides,  that 
you  might  afcertain  the  time  of  the  day  to  a  minute 
by  the  fppt  on  which  you-  find  him.  His  figure  is 
exceedingly  venerable,  and  ftriking.  Upwards  of 
lixty,  his  long  grey  hairs,  and  bending  form,  give 
him  the  appearance  of  much  greater  age,  while 
the  placidity  and  ftrength  of  his  countenance  ir- 
refiftibly  imprefs  the  idea,  that  wifdom  and  virtue 
have  been  the  companions  of  his  life.  It  is  a 
remarkable  circumftance,^  that  the  precarious  (late 
of  his  health,  fiqce  his  partial  recovery  from  the 
flifafier  oJF  his  youth,  has  made  it  neceffary  for 
/him  to  ufe  thb  cold  bath  throughout  the  year; 
^nd,  even  in  the  depth  of  fhe  fevereft  winter,  he 
lias  Qot^afed  to  Intermit  the  practice. 
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HfiNkY  Grattah  was  born  in  the  capital  of 
Ireland,  about  the  year  1751-  His  father,  an 
eminent  barrifter,  though  poffeffing.  condderable 
talents,  and  deriving  a  competent  Chare  of  practice 
firom  the  good  opinion  entertained  of  his  Ikill  and 
integrity  by  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  yet  never  rofe 
to  any  high  legal  fituation.  The  Recorderlhip  of 
the  city,  a  place  at  that,  time  Worth  about  600/.  per 
annumy  and  to  which  the  corporation  eleft,  w^% 
the  only  office  he  ever  filled.  To  wealth,  accu- 
mulated by  the  induftry  or  the  fuccefs  of  his  an- 
ceftors,  Henry,  therefore,  could  not  look ;  he  was 
accordingly  taught  early  to  depend  for  his  future 
fame  and  fortune  on  his  own  exertions. 

At  the  ufual  time  he  was  entered  a  fiudent  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  where  he  was  foon  dif- 
tinguilhed  as  the  powerful  competitor  of  two 
clafs-fellows,  whofe  good  fortune  and  talents  have 
fince  raifed  them  to  the  higheft  fituations  in  the 
ftate,  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  late  Chanpellor  of  Ireland, 
and  Mr.  Forfter,  the  prefent  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons. 

Of  fome  of  the  moft  fhining  charaders  which 
the  Dublin  univeriity  has  given  to  the  world,  it  has 
been  obferved,  that  during  their  refidence  in  that 
feminary  their  talents  were  not  exercifed,  nor  their 
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powers  known :  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  exhibits  one 
memorable  inftance  in  behalf  of  this  aflertioil:  but 
in  refpeft  to  Mr.  G.  and  his  celebrated  contempo- 
raries, that  collifion  which  refults  from  a  rivalry  of 
acquirements  and  talents,  called  forth  a  full  exer- 
tion of  the  mental  faculties,  and  they  were  there- 
fore diftinguifhed  as  men  poffefling  firft-rate  parts^ 
before  they  were  called  to  exhibit  thetn  on  the 
theatre  of  life.  After  taking  a  degree,  Mr.  G.  was. 
In  177*,  called  to  the  Irifh  barj  and  for  a  few 
years  attended  the  four  courts  with  an  empty  bag, 
and  a  mind  too  elaftic  to  be  confined  to  the  forms 
of  pleading,  and  too  libera!  to  be  (xrcupied  by  the 
purfuits  of  a  mere  lawyer. 

Difgufted  at  laft  with  a  profeffion,  in  which  he 
perceived  he  would  never  rife  but  by  habits  to 
which  he  could  not  crouch,  he  retired,  not  wealthy, 
but  poffefling  from  his  father,  who  was  now  dead, 
a  patrimony,  which,  with  economy,  might  have  fc- 
cured  him  independence.  It  was.  nbt  lortg  before 
he  was  made  known  to  Lord  Charlemont,  wha  had 
for  fome  time  been  returned  to  Ireland.  By  his 
Lordfliip',  who  has  always  flicwn  equal  fagacity 
in  difcovering  and  zeal  in  promoting  genius,  he 
wfis  returned  to  parliarnent  for  his  borough  of 
Charlemont.  Fntering  into  the  legiflature  under 
fuch  aufpices,  it  was  natural  to  expert  that  Mr.  G. 
would  becon>e  the  advocate  of  his  then  fuffering 
and  dependent  country.  Ireland,  indeed,  at  that 
time,  was.  in  a  ilate  of  perfed  humiliation,  being 
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coniidered  merely  as  a  province  to  the  fifter  coun- 
try. Her  Jegiflature  was  a  petty  council,  incapable 
of  originating  laws  5  and  her  courts  of  juftice  fubor- 
dinate  to  thofe  of  England,  and  incompetent  to  a 
final  decifion:  deftitute  of  foreign  commerce,  fron^ 
which  (lie  hud  been  excluded  by  Britilh  monopoly, 
her  nianufa£tures  were  cruihed  by  the  weight  of 
British  competition,  and  the  induftry  of  her  people 
checked  from  want  of  encouragement  to  excite  it  j 
in  Ihort,  difcontent,  bankruptcy,  and  wretchednefs, 
covered  the  face  of  the  country. 

To  evilfi  of  fuch  magnitude,  and  which  the  cala- 
mities brought  on  by  the  unfortunate  conteft  with 
^  America  greatly  aggravated,  the  narrow  policy  of 
the  times  was  applying  petty  palliatives.  Subfcrip- 
tions  were  coUefted,  to  keep  the  artificers  from 
famiihing ;  aflbciations  were  formed,  to  wear  only 
domeftic  manufaftures ;  and  parliament  itfelf  look- 
ed, &r  (bme  time,  no  further  than  to  alleviate  the 
preflure  of  the  immediate  evil.  Mr.  G.  however, 
wbofe  mind  was  formed  to  embrace  fomething  be- 
yond prefent  obje&s  j  who  was  accuftomed  to  trace 
effects  to  their  caufes,  and  to  look  forward  to  fu* 
ture  confequences ;  perceived  that  the  root  of  thofe 
calamities  was  not  a  temporary  ftagnation  of  trade 
from  the  American  war,  but  rather  to  be  found  in 
the  unjuft  reftraints  impofed.by  Great  Britain  on 
the  exertions  of  the  country;  and  that  to  attempt 
their  cure  by  temporary  expedients,  woi^ld  be  to 
roll  up  the  flone  of  Sy^iphus. 

•T  J  He 


Digitized  by 


Google 


27$  MR.  GRATTAK. 

He  was  the  firft,  therefore,  who  had  the  bold- 
nefs  and  the  wifdom  to  urge  the  legiflature  to  com- 
plain of  thofe  reftraints  ;  his  efforts  were  feconded 
by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  country  ;  and  fuch 
^was  the  eflGlcacy  of  a  political  truth,  thus  urged, 
and  thus  fupported,  that  even  the  whole  force  of 
Britifli  influence  was  found  unequal  to  refill  it. 
The  Irifh  legiflature  adopted,  and  decreed  the  fenti- 
xnent ;  land  after  fome  hefitation  on  the  part  of  the 
Britifli  legiflature,  the  commerce  of  Ireland  was,  in 
part,  opened  to  her  children.  A  temporary  gleam 
of  fatisfaftion  was  (bed  over  the  country  by  this 
€onceJfieny  as  it  was  called,  of  the  Britifli  parliament: 
for  fo  accuftomed  had  the  people  been  to  exclu- 
fion,  to  penalties,  and  reftri6tion,  that  a  relaxation 
or  fufpenfion  of  any  of  thefe  was  looked  on  as  the 
conferring  of  a  pofitive  benefit,  rather  than  the  • 
c^flation  of  an  a£tual  injury. 

Mr.  G.'s  name  was  nOw  become  an  objeft  of 
adoration  to  the  people,  and  by  the  volunteer  aflb- 
ciations,  which  the  dangers  of  the  war  had  called 
forth,  he  was  looked  up  to  with  peculiar  refpeft. 
in  this  ftate  of  affairs,  the  re-aftion  of  popularity 
upon  patriotifm  feemed  to  inipart  new  energy  to 
his  mind. 

Mr.  G.  continued  to  exert  himfelf  with  inde- 
fatigable afliduity  in  the  fenate,  and  by  leading  the 
mind  of  the  public,  and  even  of  the  legiflature  it- 
felf,  to  the  confideration  of  national  rights,  and  the 
gftnal  political  fUuation  of  their  common  country, 
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with  refpeft  to  England^  he  was  clearing  the  way 
for  that  meafure  which  he  meditated— a  declara- 
.tion  of  the  legiflatjire  in  favour  of  national  inde- 
pendence. 

By  obtaining  freedom  of  commerce  for  the 
country,  he  had  already,  indeed,  done  much  to- 
ivard  the  attainment  of  the  great  objeft  5  for  he 
had  removed  the  key-ftone  of  the  arch,  and  thus 
weakened  the  cohefion  of  the  whole  fabric : — ^he 
had  taught  the  people  to  think,  and  the  legiflature 
to  feel  its  own  power  ; — he  had  introduced  a  fj^irit 
of  innovation  upon  the  old  fyftem  of  Britiih  domi* 
nation,  and  the  vigour  with  which  innovations  on 
fuch  fyftems  are  oppofed,  proves  their  malign  effi- 
cacy. Mr,  G.  therefore,  who  obferved  with  plea- 
fure-,  no  doubt,  the  operation  of  thofe  caufes  on 
the  public  mind,  endeavoured  by  an  induftrious 
exertion  of  oratorical  powers  in  the  fenate,  to  in- 
creafe  their  force,  and  fecond  their  effeft.  His 
eloquence,  of  a  caft  more  warm  and  animated  than 
either  parliament  or  the  people  had  ufually  felt, 
and  exerted  upon  fubje£ts  rcfpefting  which  the  hu- 
man mind  is  fuiceptible  of  the  greateft  degree  of 
enthufiaflic  fervor,  was  gratified  by  complete  fuc- 
cefs.  Direfted  by  a  fagacious  underftanding,  which 
could  catch  the  moment  propitious  to  exertion, 
and  proportion  its  zeal  to  its  obje£t,  his  parlia- 
mentary fpeeches  taught  a  fubjugated  nation  to 
pant  for  independence;  while  the  public  voice, 
highly  anios^ted  on  this  fubjefl,  and  feconded  by 

T  4  *h« 


Bigitized  by 


Google 


ZiO  MR.  6RATTAN. 

the  loud  aflent'of  80,000  men  m  arm^  (for  to  fi^ 
many  did  the  volunteer  aflbciations  amount !)» 
kindled,  even  in  the  cold  bofom  of  parliament  itfelf, 
a  defire  to  affert  its  dignity,  and  refcue  its  authority 
front  the  gripe  of  Britifli  ufUrpation. 

Of  this  fentipiient,  fo  novel  in  an  Irifh  legiA 
lature,  that  had  long  forgotten  the  pride  of  in- 
dependence— of  this  energy,  vehich  ariimg  from 
extrinfic  circumftances,  rather  than  a  native  and 
internal  principle  of  virtue,  wa$  therefore  likely 
foon  to  vanifh,  when  thofe  circumftances  (hould 
ceafe  to  exift — Mr.  G,  availed  himfelf ;  he  caught, 
as  he  infpired,  the  generous  flame ;  a&d  by  onQ 
of  thofe  extraordinary  difplays  of  impalfipned  elo* 
quence,  to  which  even  the  eloquent  cannot  rife, 
but  when  a  momentous  obje£t  feems  to  furniih 
adequate  powers,  he  gave  rife  to  the  celebrated 
declaration,  that  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons 
of  Ireland  only,  could  make  laws  to  bind  Irelaadj 
in  any  cafe  whatfoever. 

Mr.  Grattan*s  popularity  was  now  at  its  0cmi. 
The  achievement  of  a  nation*s  independence  by 
an  individual,  unaided  by  any  force  or  any  ia* 
fluence  but  that  which  genius  and  which  truth 
afford,  was  confidered  as  the  refult  of  talents  and 
of  virtue  almoft  above  the  lot  of  humanity.  The 
legiflature  iffeJf  feemed  for  once  to  participate 
in  the  feelings  of  the  people,  for  in  the  fervor 
of  admiration,  it  was  propofed  that  j^.  100,000 
ihould  be  voted  him;,  a^  a  m^k  of  approbation* 
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In  its  full  extentj  this  propodtion  was  not 
adopted,  for  on  a  fubfequent  fitting,  when  the 
vote  w*8  before  the.  Committee,  they  reduced 
it  to  jf.50.009  J  to  that  amount,  however,  the 
grant  was  confirmed,  and  Mr.  G.  aQually  received 
the  money. 

The  declaration  of  rights  of  t^e  Irifli  leglila* 
tore,  however  unwelcome  it  matt  have  been  to 
the  minifter  and  parliament  of  England,  was  re^ 
ceived  there  with  that  kjnd  of  placid  acqu^efcence 
with  which  we  affent,  to.  what  is  inevitable.  ^ 
negociation  was  immediately  ipftituted  b/stweeo 
the  two  nations,  which  terminated  in  the  repeal 
of  the  6th  pf  Geo.  I.  the  aft  by  which  the  Britii^ 
Parliament  declared  its  rjght  to  bind  Ireland  by 
Britifh  ftatutes. 

On  the  fubjeft  of  this  repeal,  a  queftion  arofe, 
which  fufpended,  for  a  confiderable  time,  Mr. 
G's  popularify.  It  was  contended  by  Mr.  Flood, 
a  gentleman,  who,  though  h,e  did  i^ot  originate 
the  meafure  of  declai:ing  the  legiflafive  indepen- 
dence of  the  country,  yet  co-operated  to  promote 
it,  that  as  the  6th  of  Geo.  1.  was  an  ?£l  only 
declaratory  of  a  right,  afferted  by  the  Britifli  Parr 
Uament  to  have  been  veiled  in  it  prior  to  the 
enaflion  of  that  lUtute,  the  **  fimple  repeal" 
of  the  :ftatute  did  not  invplve  a  renunciation  of 
the  right;  and  he  limited,  that  notwithftanding 
tha^  repeal.  Great  Britain  might,  and  from  he^ 
fprmrr:' coadui^  (9waiid$  Irelaqd  prot>abIy  would, 
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refume  the  exercife  of  it.  He  therefore  ad- 
vifed  the  legiflature  to  demand  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  parliament,  a  full  and  explicit  renunciation 
of  all  right  in  future  to  bind  Ireland.  This 
opinion  was  adopted  by  the  people ;  and  carry- 
ing with  it  all  the  force  which  reafon  or  expe- 
rience can  give  to  a  propofition  in  politics,  met 
'  Tcry  powerful  fupport  even  in  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament. Mr*  Grattan,  whofe  fagacity  this  ob- 
je6tion  to  a  iimple  repeal  had  eluded,  and  who, 
from  a  principle  of  vanity,  perhaps,  which  has 
its  ftrong  hold  even  in  minds  of  the  firft  clafs, 
affefted  the  exclufive  honour  of  originating  and 
conducing  the  emancipation  of  his  country,  ap- 
plied all  his  power  of  reafon,  of  fophiftry,  and 
of  eloquence,  to  combat  this  doftrine  of  Mr. 
Flood. 

He  contended,  that  the  repeal  of  a  declaratory 
]a\7,  accompanied  by  fuch  circumftances  as  at<- 
tended  that  of  this,  mud  be  confidered)  and  would 
by  the  world  be  confidered,  as  implying  a  renun- 
ciation of  the  right  j  but  that,  even  if  it  were  not 
fo,  and  that  Great  Britain  ihould  be  fo  unjuft  and 
impolitic  as  to  refume  the  right,  when  ihe  (hould 
recover  means  to  fupport  it  by  power,  an  explicit 
renunciation  would  be  but  a  flender  defence 
againft  injuftice,  fupported  by  forcq ;  that  in  fuch 
circumftances,  the  true  fecurity  of  the  people 
would  confift,  not  in  an  a€l  of  parliament,  but 
in  that  patriotic  energy  which  would  enable  them 
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to  defend,  as  it  had  already  enabled  them  to  aflfert, 
their  independence ;  and  that  to  force  Great  Bri- 
tain,  in  this  her  hour  of  diftrefs,  to  confefs  herfelf 
an  ufurper,  by  an  exprefs  renunciation  of  a  right 
which  (he  had  exercifed,  would  be  as  ungenerouf 
to  her,  as  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  Ireland. 

With  the  people  thefe  arguments  had  no  weight, 
and  in  the  fenate  they  were  borne  down  by  the 
irrefiflible  force  of  truth  and  experience,  feconded 
by  the  powerful  and  logical  eloquence  of  Mn 
Flood.  In  popular,  eftimation, .  indeed,  Mr.  G'$ 
f barader  had  been  falling  for  fome  time  ;  it  war 
certain  he  had  received  the  money  which  par- 
liament had  voted  him  ;  and  it  was  in(inuated« 
that  for  the  prompt  paynient  of  it,  and  other  con- 
fiderations,  he  had  engaged  with  adminiltratioa 
to  counteraft  the  independence  which  his  former 
exertion^  had  obtained*  But  in  fuch  infinuationr 
there  is  the  b^ft  reafon  to  believe  there  was  no 
truth.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  in  the  conteft 
with  Mr.  Flood,  on  the  efficiency  of  a  fimple 
repeal,  Mr.  G.  not  only  reafoned  weakly ,.but  that 
in  many  inftances,  connefted  with  that  difpute, 
he  a£led  intemperately.  On  one  occafion  par- 
ticularly, he  pronounced  a  phillipic  againft  Mr. 
Flood,  which  was  lefs  diftinguifhed  by  genius  and 
point,  than  by  acerbity  and  virulence.  His  anta* 
^onift  replied,  perhaps  in  a  ftyle  too  much  like  th^t 
of  his  opponent.  Both  parties  immediately  left  the 
Houfe  of  Commons^  but  were  prevented  from 
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terminating  the  conteft  in  a  duel,  1^  being  in- 
fiantly  put  under  arreft^  and  bound  in  a  large  fum 
to  teep  the  peace.  Mr.  Flood,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  next  evening,  pronounced  ojie  of  his,beft 
fpeeches,  containing  a  hiftory  and  def(pDce  of  his 
former  political  life,  whi<!^h  had  been  on  the  pre* 
ceding  night  violently  arraigned  by  Mr.  Grattaq. 
Mr.  G.  endeavoured  to  reply,  but  wa^  prevented 
by  the  clamours  of  the  hpufe. 

Fruftrated  in  the  hope  of  carrying  on  c^cla&vely 
to  its  completion,  a  revolution  (for  fuch  it  naay 
be  called)  which  he  bad  Co  fucce&fuily  And  ho-^ 
jiourably  conimencedi  and  finding  the  tide  of  po- 
pularity now  running  flrong  againft  him,  Mr.  G. 
feems  for  fome  time  to  have  completely  fecluded 
himfelf  from  politics.  During  this  interval^  he 
married  a  lady  of  the  name  of  Fitzgerald,  not, 
however,  as  the  name  would  indicate,  of  the 
JLeinfter  family,  but  one  who  poflTefTed  qualities 
much  more  valuable  than  thofe  of  high  birth  or 
great  connexions,  for  (he  is  a  woman  of  the  moft 
angelic  difpofition,  and  of  whom  Mr.  G.  remains, 
after  a  lapfe  of  fo  many  years,  what  he  had  been 
in  a  very  high  degree  before  his  marriage,  an 
enamoured  lover, 

Though  Mr.  G.  during  this  period,  did  not 
take  an  a£live  part  in  political  affairs,  he  remained 
ftill  in  parliament,  and  voted  as  his  confcience 
bade,  fometimes  with  and  fometimes  againft  the 
minliter.      it  is  towards  the   doie  of  the  year 
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1785,  when,  under  cover  of  a  commercial  arrange- 
ment, it  was  fuppofed  a  defign  had  been  formed 
by  the  Britilh    miniftry  to    fubvert  the   newly- 
acquired  independence  of  the  Irifli  parliament; 
that  we  find  Mr,  G.  again  alert  and  vigilant  at  his 
poft.      Of  the  celebrated  propofals  which  were 
then  offered  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Ire- 
land, by  an  agent  of  the  crown,  and  which  are 
ftill  remembered  and  execrated   in  that  country 
by  the  name  of  "Ord's  Propofitions,"  one  was, 
**  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  in  confideration 
*'  of  being  admitted  to  participate  equally  with 
**  Great    Britain    in  all  commercial    advantages, 
"  fhould,  from  time  to  time,  aJop  and  enaS  all  fuch 
"  afts  of  the  BritiQi  Parliament  as  fliould  relate 
"  to  the  regulation  or  management  of  her  com- 
"  merce,  &c/*     This,  it  was   contended,   would 
fink  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  into  a  mere  regiftcr 
to  the  Britifh  Legiflature.     Whether  or  not  this 
would  really  be  the  cafe,  or  whether  there  was  any 
thing  unreafonable  in  ftipulating  that  the  country, 
which  was  admitted  to  fliare  in  the  commerce  of 
another,  Ihould  adopt  the  fame  commercial  regu- 
lations as  this  latter  ;  it  is  certain,  that  this  opinion 
was  entertained  not  only  by  the  public  in  general, 
but  by  fome  of  the  ableft  men  in  both  houfes, 
and    among  them  by  Mr.    G.    who  gave  to  the 
whole  fyftem  the  mod  unqualified  and  ftrenuous 
oppofition.       This  oppofition   proved  fuccefsful, 
the  meafure  was  relinquiflied,  and  Mr^  G.  thence- 
forward 
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forward  cootinued  td  .Tefift,,with  the  raoft  zealoutf 
and  perfevering  firmnefs,  what  he  called  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  "  Old  Court  5'*  principles  which  He 
iooked  on  as  tending  to  degrade  Irdand^  by  cor* 
niption  and  influence,  to  the  fame  defpicable  and 
miferable  (late  in  which  (he  had  been  reduced 
previoufly  to  the  year  1783* 

From  this  period,  we  find  Mr.  G.  an  aftive 
leader  of  the  country  party  in  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
mons;  loved  by  the  people,  and  dreaded  by  the 
cabinet.  His  popularity,  which  had  fo  fuddenly 
funk>  on  his  acceptance  of  the  parliamentary 
boon,  and  his  fupport  of  the  fimple  repeal,  had 
now  rifen  to  its  former  level;  and  the  nation 
found,  that  notwithftanding  one  unfortunate  dcr 
viation,  he  was  ftill  an  upright  and  independent 
fcnator.  Among  the  various  meafures  which  now 
occupied  his  attention,  was  the  eftablifliment  of  a 
provifion  for  the  clergy,  independent  of  tythes* 
For  many  years  the  peafantry  of  the  fouth  of  Ire- 
land, who  were  exclufively  catholics,  had  been 
difcontented,  not  fo  much  with  the  payment  of 
tythes  to  proteftant  paftors,  as  with  the  rigid  and 
oppreffive  manner  in  which  they  had  been  col- 
leQed  by  proftors-  and  tythe-farmers.  That  por- 
tion of  the  country  had  been  kept  by  this  caufe 
for  almoft  half  a  century  in  difturbance ;  and  in 
fome  inftances  it  had  affe£ted  the  province  of 
Ulfter.  Mr.  G.  propofcd  a  meafure  which  would 
%zvt  removed  every  difcontent,  and  at  the  fame 
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time  .have  fecured  a  provifion  for  the  plergy  equal 
to  that  which  they  then  poffeffed,  eafy  and  certain 
to  them,  and  to  the  pealantry  neither  oppreffive 
nor  unplcafant.  This  plan  was  however  oppofed 
by  the  colle£iive  influence  of  the  eftabljflied 
church,  and  of  courfe  rejefted  by  the  legiflature^ 
Another  meafure  which  he  propofed  to  parlia- 
ment about  the*  fame  time,  viz. — a  bill  to  pro- 
mote the  improvement  of  barren  land,  by  exempt^, 
ing  reclaimed  ground  from  the  payment  of  tythe^ 
for  feven  years — ^was  but  little  calculated  to  reftorc 
the  favour  of  the  priefthood ;  they  accordingly 
refitted  and  defeated  the  projeS,  and  continued 
thenceforward  to  hate,  if  not  to  calumniate,  its 
author. 

The  Whig-c|ub  had  for  fome  time  become  a 
political  body  of  confiderable  confideration.  Mr. 
G.  was  one  of  the  firft,  if  not  the  very  firft  member 
of  it,  in  point  of  talent  and  popularity.  At  ^his 
inftance  it  wa§,  that  the  members  of  the  club,  who 
had  been  fince  its  inflitution  the  advocates  of  a  li- 
beral fyftem,  which  they  Confidered  neceffary  to  the 
fecurity  of  the  donttitution  and  independence  of 
the  country,  came  now  to  a  refolution,  by  which 
they  publicly  pledged  themfelves  never  to  accept 
offices,  under  any  adminiftration,  which  (hould  not 
concede  certain  meafures  to  the  people : — thefe  con- 
fided principally  of  a  penfion-bill,  a  bill  to  nnike 
the  great  officers  of  the  crown  refponfible  for  their 
advice  and  meafures,  another  to  prevent  revenue 
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officers  froth  voting  at  eleftions,  a  placc-bill,  &c* 
This  explicit  declaration  of  a  fincere  and  fixed 
purpofe  refpefting  thofe  eflential  fubjefts,  gave  the 
fociety  much  weight  with  the  puWic,  and  enabled 
them,  after  a  long  oppofition  on  the  part  of  admi- 
niftration,  to  efFeft  their  purpofe;  a  penfion-bill, 
a  plearbill,  a  refponfiWlity-bill,  were  at  laft  yielded 
by  the  court,  as  concftflions  of  the  firft  importance, 
though  they  iiad  for  fo  mahy  years  refilled  them  as 
ttnneceffary  and  unwife. 

The  celebrity  which  Mr.  G.  had  attained  by  his 
oppofition  to  Mr.  Orde's  fyftem,  and  his  fubfequent 
exertions  in  the  popular  caufe,  procured  for  him,  in 
the  year  1790^  an  honourable  and  eafy  eleftion,  as 
reprefentative  for  the  metropolis. 

During  the  exiftence  of  the  parliament  which 
then  commenced,  there  occurred,  however,  a  quef- 
tion,  on  which  Mr,  G.  and  a  very  confiderable 
proportion  of  hii  conftifuents  materially  differed  ; 
this  was,  the  claim  of  the  catholics  to  the  eleQive 
franchife.     From  hiS   firft   entrance   into  parlia- 
ment, with  a  mind  as  liberal  as  it  was  enlightened, 
he  had  always  been  the  decided  friend  of  every 
meafure  which  tended  to  abolifti  thofe  political 
diftinftions,  which  were  founded  only  on  a  differ- 
ence of  religious  tenets ;  for  he  conceived  that  fuch 
diftinftions  had  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the  coun- 
jl^/try  towards  civilization  and  induftry. 

Tlie  corporation  of  the  dity  of  Dublin,  on  the 
contrary,  prone,  by  fituation  and  habit,  to  religious 
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':bigotry>  locked  on  the  catholics  at  once  with  fijf- 
,picion  and  cpntiqmpt.     Enjoying  a  monopoly  pi 
jDiUQicipal  honour  and  emoluments^  by  the  exclji- 
,^on  of  ^11  who.profeiTed  a  difierent  faith  frpqi  the 
fi^chifes  of  the  capital,  they  conijdered  every ^- 
.tenapt  to  reftpre  them  to  thofe  franchifes   as  ^n 
Attack,  on  their  property,  or  a  violation  of  theit 
^r^hts.    Beiides  thefe  caufes^  the  adminidration 
hi94>  by  fpme  recent  inftitutiohs,  obtained  a  para« 
.iQount  influence  in  the  corporation  i  and  to  per- 
pet^ajte  jeligioKs  diftin£tions^  which  had  hitherto 
](^pt  Ir^Us^d  weak,  was   ftill  the   court   policy* 
This  influence,  therefore,  operating  in  conjunftion 
with  other  caufesi  rendered  the  municipal  oiScers  of 
Difblin  incapable  of  participating  in  that  encreafed 
liberality  of  fentimcnt  which  had  now  every  ^here. 
begun  to  difllpate  prejudice  and  difpel  bigotry. 
On  the  queftion  of  admitting  th^  catholics  to  the 
privileges  of  the  conftitution,  the  corporation  and 
Mr.  G.  accordingly  differed;  and  had  not  circum* 
fiances  occurred,  which  prevented  him  from  he* 
foming  again. a  candidate  for  the  capital,  thefe 
can  ^e  no  doubt  that  he  would  not  have  been  a  fe^ 
^ond  time  eleQed  its  reprefentative. 

The  ynsLT  with  France  had  now  taken  place;  JSir. 

Grattan  .approved  of  it,  or  rather  he  coniider^d 

Jreland  as  bound  with  all  its  might  to  aifift  Great 

3rit9in .  when  once  engaged  in  the  conteft.     T'^^ 

.It  J^ft  jwas  the  opinion  be  entertained  dudng  t^d 
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Ihort  adminiftration  of  D^rd-FitzwiHiam;  and  fri 

this  opinion  he  remained,  until  he  found  that  the 

^continuation  of  hoftilities'  threatened  the  etA^pife 

*  vvith  ruin,  either  from  the  incapacity  of  thofe*  iJy 
whom  it  was  conduftW,  or  the  murmurs  which  it 
occafiohed.  In  Ireland,  indeed,  difcontent  had  been 
fpreading  with  incalculable  velocity,  and  deepen- 
ing* as  it  fprcad.     The  pertinacity  and  infolenc'e 

'with  which  axlminiftration  had  reje£led  the  peti- 

"  tions  of  the  catholics;  and  the  rapidity  and  incoH- 

*  (iftency  with  which  they  granted  the  -prayer  of 
thofe  petitions,  at  the  firft  fuggeftion  of  the  Britiih 

/^ cabinet;   the  obftinacy  with  which  they  refufed 

*  ever  to  hear*  of  refgrm,  the  advocates  of  which 
*^werc  blackened  with  abufe,  and  calumniated  as 

tjraitors ;  the  enormous  encreafe  of  court-influencier, 
by  the  fhamelefs  and  wanton,  encreafe  of  finecufe 
offices,   the  lavifli  profufion  of  titles,   and  abote 

*  ail,  the  trick  which  it  was  fuppofed  the  Britiih 
cabinet  had  played  off  on  Ireland,  by  fending  Lord 

'  Pitzwilliam  wilh  conceffions  which  were  revoked 

*  when  the  fiippljr  was  voted ;  all  thefe  caufes  had 
already  generated  a  degree  of  difcontent  in  the 
country,  of  which  no  inftance  had  been  known  in 
former  times.  The  celebrated  Society  of  United 
Iriflimen,  who    aflbciated    (whatever    their    r«il 

*  principles  might  haVe  been)  under  the  pretext  of 
'  reform,  derived  from  thefe. difcontents  new  vigour : 

they  had  difiemidated  their  principles  through  the 
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Iflahd,*  and  they  were: already  embrs^ced,  .by  a  grejit 
portion;  of  the  population  of  the  cbUntry.      ^      .  ; 

Mr.  G.  perceiving  thf5  danger  in  whijch  the  date 
was  involved  by  this  fyftem  of  minifters,  conftantly 
refifted  it'with  all  his  powers    He  was  feconded  by 
a  fimalli  but.aflive  and  able  oppofition,  which  left 
no. exertion  untried  to  reconcile  the. court  apd  tlie 
country,  by  advifing  meafures  which  would  have 
ranged  every  moderate  and  good  man  on  the  fide 
of  parliament  and  the  throne,  and.  thus  have,  weak- 
ened the  republicaii  and  French  fa£lions.  which  had 
now  become  fo  powerful.    Tbefe  efforts  were,  un- 
fortunately, not  fuccefsful.    Inftead  of  conciliating, 
adn^iAiftration  continued  to  exafperates  and  fcorn- 
ing  fo  refort  to  lenitives,  applied  tl>e  fmoft  powerful 
cauftics:  for  every^  meafure  of  moderation,  or  cop- 
ceffion,  which  \tas  propofed  by  Mr.  G..  and  ,his 
partly  6ne  of  feverity  and  coercion  >\'a$  fiubftitu^pifl, 
until  the  c?^i$et  ultimately  arrive^pt  inilitary  la\|r, 
and  free  quarterns!  ;  At.  that  critiqal.  moment,  Mr. 
G.  who  could  no  longer  hope,  by  hi3  prefence  in 
the  fenate,:  to.  ferve  his  country,  feeeded  j.  and  at 
the.clofe  of  the  parliament  publzijieda very. elo- 
quent and  fpirited  addrefs  to  his  fprojej:  conftit\i- 
eliits,  accounting  for  his  pail  conduct,  and  formally 
decVning  to  accej>t  of  a  feat  in  t^e  legiflature*.   ^ 

Su^h  are  the  leading  fa£tsrwhich  have,  marked 

i  the  life  of  one  who,  whatever  may  be  thought  of 

hiiti  by.his  opponent$^  while  the  fever  of  politics 
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-contihties  to  fije^itate  the  bumaa  mindj  will  Baye 
bis  merits  and  defers  examined  fairly  by  pofterity^ 
and.  In  all  probability!  be  acknowledged  by  them 
as  a  great  man. 

Of  his  private  life  there  is  but  little  generally 
knowfi,  becaufe  little  has  occurred  in  it  to  intereft 
attention.  It  has  pafled  on  in  a  fmqoth  manner^ 
marked  equally  by  the  pra£tice  of  every  conjugal 
and  domeftic  virtue.  If  there  be  any  of  his  good 
qualities  which  verge  on  the  confines  of  vice, 
it  is  his  economy,  of  which  it  has  been  aflerted 
that  it  approaches^  towards  pentirloufiiefs,  if  it 
does  not  reach  that  point.  It  has  been  often  faid» 
that  though  he  received  in  early  life,  from  the 
liberality  of  his  country,  a  very  handibme  addition 
to  his  patrimony,  he  never  difplayed,  either  in 
private  or  public,  a  munificent  difpoiition.  But  it 
ihould  be  remembered,  that  the  fortune  which  Mr. 
G.  obtained  then,  conftituted  nearly  the  whole  of 
his  acquifitions :  he  praQifed  in  no  profefBon,  he 
accepted  no  place,  and  he  foon  (aw  a  young  fiimily 
riling  around  him,  for  which  the  whole  was  not*a 
very  ample  provifion :  for  he  has  four  children ; 
the  eldeft  a  boy  of  fifteen  years  of  age. 

In  private  life,  Mr.  G.  difplays  manners  that 
arc  in  a  high  degree  pleafing.    Wit  he'  feems 
not  to  pofTefs,  and  he  has  a  cafl  of  mind  too  lofty*" 
for  humour;  but  if  he  does  not  ^^  fet  the  tables  In 

'»  roar/'  or  dazzle  vnth  the  radiance  ^of'fiacy,. 

he 
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hi  iiSvSes  oveir  the  comiAml  hour  tb^  mJIdi  c^f  «^4 
ai  gooA-hxaaam,  and  fidftens  focie^  vrii\i  una^s^ 
iag  gentleoefe*.  .         » 

in  cMftveifation  he  appears  to  great  advantage  ;r 
for,  with  a  mind  well  ftored  with  ufefiil  kamiogj^ 
and  convdfant  on;  every  topic  vhdch  occurs,  he 
hag  a  felicity  of  ^cpreffion,  wbicfa  commanicate% 
hie  meaaiog  in  the  moft  concHe  and  ioipreffive 
manner:  he  is  not  argumentatiye,  but  when  ai» 
argmneht  is  inftituted,  his  opinions  ar^  urged  witb 
gteac  modefty,  but  with  great  ^llrength,  and  when 
vidor  in  the  contefi«  he  generouilyidiriquiihQS  th^ 
field  to  the  vanquiibed* 

Qf  Mr.  G's  political  opinions,  the  complextoa 
majr  be  Ji^nown  from  the  meafares  which  he  Hi£ 
fiipported,  and  the  tenor  of  his  parliamentary  con*^ 
'du£k*  As  they  have  Ifaruck  the  mind  of  the  writer*, 
they  appear  to  be  ftrongly  monardskoL,  and  arijh^^ 
craiical  only  fo  fiir  as  our  conftitution  requires 
them  to  be;  at  the  fame  time  leaning  towards  a 
perpetuity  of  union  between  the  two  countries,  , 
and  yet  decidedly  adverfe  to  the  exiftence  oi  any 
Britilh  influence  in  Ireland  diftin£t  from  that 
which  the  union  of  the  two  crowns  on  the 
head  of  a  Britiih  prince  renders  indifpenfable< 
That  he  fhould,  therefore,  be  conneSed  with  a 
fociety  of  men  whofe  aim  was  feparation  from  Eng- 
land«.  and  the  eftabliChmentof  an  Iriih  Republic, 
feems,  in  the  higheft  degree,  improbable.  The 
luftre  of  his  name,  however,  has  fufiered  a  tempo* 
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fz!ff'^]ipf€  J  Rhd  Co  (hort-liVBd;  is  municipal  gratV 
t0des''thathhas  a6tbally: biidk:expuirged  fixMn  a 
city  which  he  has  rendered  flouriftiing*.  ;At  the. 
very  fPimi  tiMe"it  was  ilracfc  firdmrctbe  lift lof 4)riiry- 
counfeilor^*.    *:{  tri-       \   '.  :.,;.   I::'     .;  .  .\r  ,. 
r  .As  a  pubBc  ipesHsxt^  MnvG;Tanksiin  theihigheft 
.  chlfs-    In:  his^fjfeeches  there:is.a)  gcandeuhl^iph: 
marks  a  miiul  of  a  fuperiocorder,  and  ejiibrcos  ^' 
once,  reverl&nte  and  admiration:;   On!  every  fubje^ 
whieHhe  treats,  he  throws  ar^a:&oethiat  enlightens 
without  dazt^Hng ;'-  aftd  ^wiiiJe  it  afljfts  the  ijudg- 
fnent,  delights ^rheimaginq^ioii..  His  ilyle  is  always 
peculiar,  for  it  varies  its  chai:a£ber  with  the.  oCca^ 
fion.     At  xme: tiin^  .clofe  jand ,  eaergetic,  it  concen- 
trates the.  force. of  iiis  arguihent^.'  and^compels  con* 
virion;  at anoifaervdiffufe, lofty  wd  mftgniftcent,  it 
applies  itielf  td  levery  faculty,  xtf  .the  mind>  chamss 
our  fancy,,  iijifluences  our  will,,  and  convinces  our 
underftandmg.     At  all  times  hts  manner  is  ant- 
mated  with  a  pleafing  warmth,  which  renders  it. 
impoflible  to  hear  him  without  intereft  j  but,  ;on' 
fome  occaiions,  he  exerts  a  power  which  is  irre-. 
fiftible.     Proftitutibn,  under  its  influence,  forgets 
for  a  moment  the  voice  of  the  minifter,  -and,  place> 
penfion,  and' peerage,  have  bi|t  a  feeble  hold  even 
of  the  moft  degenerate,       .        '  ' 

*  *»  por.k,  Sept.  39.— By  order  of  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and 
Common-Council  6f  the  city  of  Cofk,  the  public  arc  defirfcd  to 
take  notke,  that  the  ftrcet  hitherto  n^med  Grattrni-Jimt^  is,  in 
future,  t0*bje  called  Dunun^fir^y 
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To  the  excellence  of  his  ftyle  he  does  not  add  . 
the  graces  of  aa^opj  it  is  .fprcible  indeed,  and 
fometimes  expreffive,  but  it  is  ferdbm  elegant,  and 
n#rt!rf»{)ie«finj. •  -/ra  iwefl3vbi.:in-i(fehJcfc:^Mr*  ;9. 
has'ibftfetime^  '4cigiifad!^  hdYQ^nseHi^^.Jli's  n^aiH  r 
nereis  better  adapfednftmnoto  t|i«ii&^ejiefs  ,«tf:; 
coo('d{^iii(ition  T an<I  yet-  inv)e£tivo  irff»it-jthet  in.  j 
WKich^hfefprindipidiy  exocfe  ^  hieij.ifnm»  fitted  by/ 
natuVe,'^knd  hap^ly  't;h«]fttuatioh  tier  ha^r^iUed  has  . 
niow'freqtt^nfljcdaHed  him,  to:defdmiithe' right  of  v 
ndtieil^^aRd  ^podrtiaylhe  liopfls,n^.  fi^ar^s,  the  . 
expe^aViolis  4^  a*  m^goamnious.  po^le,  tltAH  to.] 
defcend   to  a  wordy    conteft    with    indiyi4ua|9 '( , 
though, 'vWben  that  GOiitell^aa  been  .in(lituted,:tlie 
\^apOtis'>of  Mr^  G.  hay«r  been  found  (h#?p,  if  not;  ^- 
po^ifhed,  dhdocapSiblef  of  rdnafli^ijig  wpvi))iis;  whjch^. 
riAifcttf  be  healed:  :  :!  .     .    1  L  j    * 

'•■•'•:•).  r  1.  :J   •,  -I    '  '  .       :   -  '     .       '  j 

'    v"'«'-  ,  -r^:    :',',?.  :      '    v. ^  ■    .  <•-: 

'-        *     •    /swc  r>;.:4hr.  ■>:    fL!)    .' -.  -   [-       -••.♦ 
•     •  •       "^   r*     , :        til..   .*.:.'•.      •   '« 
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TH£  great  Admiral  Howard,  iWha  Hyedjnt^ 
reigyi  of  Kio^  Henry  the  etgKHri  wte  woilt  to  &y, 
that  ^^  a  tertiidii  ptortkni  oCmadnefs  wat  oeteQaiy 
t6  ent^r  int<rthe  compofitioEn  of  as  ^gfiih'feajauitt/' 
We  know  not  whethier  this  aflertioir  o^gbt  to  j^ 
admitted  in  its  fuH  extent ;  yet  the  h^  isj  that 
fome  of  our  nic^  trelebrated  naval  chara£lertf  have 
obtained  renown  for  deeds  which  appear  t<>  cold* 
i>k)bdied[  men  to  favour  of  defperatiois^  aa  we))  as 
of  valour. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  detraS  from  iiiy  man*s 
sments,  who  has  been;  or  is  nbvf,  eh^ged  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country,  either  by  fea  at-  hmi  j  bat 
we  are  forced  to  fay,  that  our  admiratioojstpot  fo . 
much  excited  by  thofe  dazzling  exploits  which 
pleafe  the  populace,  as  by  the  more  fteady  and 
(pxtenfjve  operations  of  fuch  magnanimous,  but 
prudent  commanders,  who  are,  rather  bent  upon 
general  good>  than  romantic  adventures.  J^ch, 
however,  has  his  portion  of  merit  y  and  he  who 
hazards  his  pprfon  with  alacrity,  in  behalf  of  the 
country  for  which  be  fights,  muft  always  claim 
cur  refpeft. 

Sir   William  Sydney  Smith  was  born  in    the 

inetrppplis,  A.D.  1 764.    His  *  father  was  a  captain 

in. 
*  Captain  Smith  was  atJe-de-camp  to  Lord  Geor^  GermaiDe, 
M.4)f  battle  of  MiAdfPi  gad  wat  ejpiinincd  aa  »q  cyidtnce  on  bU 
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itf  flife  ifmy,  and  M<  ijiotheir  the  <iaughter  of  Mn 
WilkinHin^,  a  ttetcHunt  of  gr«st  emitaence  in*  the^ 
c!tjr«  This  niaK:h  was  fo  hoftile  to  Mr.  Wilkin- 
fott's  fentiiheAf^,  that  h€  dot  only  difc^fciKted  M»> 
S&iehf  in  hi^  Ofe'timte,  baif  at^his  death  left  his 
W]k>}e  fertuMr  whieh  was  very  confidencbley  to  his^ 
other  daughter^  the  prefent  Lady  CanaeHbrd. 

Tat  fiAj/eet  of  the  pr€ffetnt  ndtke  was  educated 
iMdef  Dh  KtkQXy  at  Timbridge-fchool ;  aod^t  m 
early  age  wais  put  on  board  a  maii-of^war»  Whieb 
pro^ffion  h«  httd  adopted  for  himfelf.  He  rofe 
impidly,  and  at  the  age  of  fixteen  was  fifth  lieu* 
tenant  of  the  Alcide  of  feventy-four  guns.  He 
was  made  poft-captain  in  178;^,  at  which  time  the 
^oration  of  i>eace  prevented  him  from  exerciiing 
hJs  aftive  fpifit  in  the  ferrice  of  his  country* 

When  the  war  brolte  ci^t  between  Ruffia  and 
Sweden  in  th6  year  1788,  Captain  Smith  obtained 
^rmfffion  ^m  .the  finglifh  government  to  emer 

tritl.  Hie  teftimony  on  diat  occafioa  is  Mi  to  have.  £rred  die 
life  of  his  protedor. 

JIa?ing  encountered  fome  obloquy,  in  confequence  of  his  zeal, 
the  Duke  oJP  Dorfet,  who  was  greatly  attached  to  his  younger  fon^ 
X^rd  Qeorge,  very  properly  took  captain  S.  into  favout ;  aody 
tmong  other  gifts,  prefented  hind  with  a  grant  of  land  at  the  foot 
of  Dover-caftle,  On  which  he  has  bailt  a  whimfical  hoafe.  Some 
wijmnag  apartments  are  excavated  from  the  rock»  and  the  klt^ 
ehen,  &c«  are  roofed  with  boats.  There  is  a  tower»  called  ^  Sir 
Sjrdney's  look-out ;"  and  the  writer  of  this  has  been  informed^  ' 
dut  his  father,  who  is  a  ftaunch  nocthodifti  has  lately  ereded 
9.  ch^p^  therp. 
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info  the  navy  of  the.  letter  powfer,  by  which  jhc  • 
was  honourfd  with  a  diftinguiflied  coinmand.       j; 

-  During  this  conteft,  he  .gave  fuch  fati$faf6|ion  tcj; 
the  court  of  Sweden  by  bis  important  feijviccs,  that , 
ikit  honour  of  knighthood  was  cQnfitfred:  vpPf^ . 
him ;  which,  however,  has  not  been.^onfurttied  by 
his  own  fotereign.     ...        *\      '       ♦  [  ivlio 

On  the  termination  of  that  wftrj  Ji^TttutDedlto 
his  native  country,  and  foon  aft€;^,:fet.  oi|t  oi|  hj», 
trayek  through-various.parts  of;Burppe.,.  *    -     ■  -  j 

r  When  hblUlitics  -fcrofce  out ;  btetwe«n  England* 
and*  France  he  was  in  Jfaly  ;  and  oqilipr^  Hood's 
getting  poffeffion  of  Toulon,  Captain  Smith  yrexii 
thither. and  volunteered-  oi?.b<Jard.t|ie  Bntifti  flee^ 
In  the  fubfequent  evacuation  of  that  piace^  he  waSr 
cntrufted  with  the  daugerous,  bu^'  important,,  fet-i 
vice,  of  fetting  fire  to  .the  /hips, .  dock-^ja^d^i  flnd 
arfenal,  which  he  performed  with  fuch  aftoni|tiing; 
Ikil}^  boldnefs,  and  fuccefs,  as  to  call  ^th  diOr 
warmeft  encomiums  from  Lord  Hood  in  his  account 
of  that  tranfaftfon  to  the  admiralty.        .:  c  1 

On  his  return  to  England,  he  had  the 'command 
of  the  Diamond  frigate  bcftowcd  on  hfm,  with 
which  he  greatly  annoyed  the  enemy  on  their  owi^ 
coaft,  and  made  feveral  importap^t  and.  valuable 
captures.  He  had  afterwards  fome,  other  frigate^ 
put  under  his  direftion,  as  commodore ;  with- 
which  fquadroii  he  pferformed  fome  efTential  fer- 
vices,  particularly  in  attacking  a  French  convoy  at 
Herqui,  where  he  landed  and  demolifhed  the  for- 
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tifications.  At  one  time  Sir  Sydney  went  with 
his  fingle  frigate  into  Breft  Harbour,  and  having 
reconnoitred  the  ftate  of  the  enemy's  fliips,  came 
out  to  fea  without  fufpicion.  He  was  enabled  to 
do  this,  by  the  very  Huent  manner  with  which  he 
fpeaks  the  French  iaiiguage. 

At  length,  however,  his  enterprizing  fpirit, 
unfortunately,  brought  him  into  a  very  difagree- 
able  iituation.  Being  off . Havre-de-Grace,  April' 
1 8,  1796,  he  captured  an  armed  veffel  in  the  outer 
harbour ;  but  the  tide  making  ftrong  up  the  Sfeine, 
ftie  was  driven  by  the  force  of  the  current  near  the 
forts.'  When  night  came  on.  Sir  Sydney,  who  was 
determined  not  to  lofe  his  prize,  manned  and 
armed  his  fmall  craft,  and  went  with  them  to  bring 
her  off.  He  fucceeded  in  boarding  her,  and  wa^ 
towing  her  down  the  river,  when  an  alarm  wa* 
given>  and  feveral  gun-boats  proceeded  to  cut  the 
veffel  off*  After  an  obftinate  refiftance.  Sir  Sydney  • 
was  at  length  taken,  together  with  fixteen  of  his 
crew,  and  three  of  his  officers. 

The  French  were  happy  at  having  gained  pof- 
feflion  of  one  who  had  been  fo  great  an  eye^fore 
to  them,  and  conveyed  him  to  the  capital,  where 
he  was  kept  in  clofe  confinement,  without  ever 
being  fuffered  to  be  at  large  upon  his  pfirole.  The 
Eogliih  government,  defirous  of  his .  releafe,  fent 
over  Captain  Bergeret,  commander  of  La  Vir^ 
pnicy  in  July  following,  to  be"  exchanged  for  him  j 
but  Ae  directory  refufing  to  accede  to  the  ternjs, 
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French  captain  retumcd>  faying^  **  he  prcforcd 
death  to  diOionour/'  it  was  a€hia%  one  time 
in  contemplation  to  try  Sir  Sydney  as  a  ipjjr  aad 
iHcendiary^  to  which  the  direftory  were  led  ioi 
tronfequence  of  lus^  condud  at  Tonloai ! 

After  a  long  and  moft  rigid  confinement^  he  at 
length  efie£ted  his  eiicape,.  April  i^  179^^  fvo^ 
Paris,  and  arrived  in  London  May  6tit  following* 
,The  manner  in  which  this  occisaredy  was  repie*^ 
fented  in  the  papers  as  moft  extraordinary^  and 
little  fhort  of  miraculous^    It  was  ftated^  that  as 
the  officers  were  conveying  him  from  one  piilbn  to 
another,  a  crowd  in  the  ftreet  occafioned  the  car- 
riage fo  ftop>  on  which  fome  one  opened  the  door» 
and  drew  Sir  Sydney  out,  who  pafled  nnmolefted 
through  the  people^  and  got  into  the  fuburbs; 
whence,  by  a  circuitous  courfe,  with  an  emigrant 
gentleman,    he  arrived  on  the  fea-<x)aft,   where 
they  took  to  an  open,  boat  ^  and  after  being  at 
*  fta  for  fome  confiderable  time^  were  taken  up  by 
a  Britifh  frigate,  which  landed  him  and  his  compa- 
nion in  Old  England.     It  is  not  unlikxly  that  the 
French  government  took  this  curious  method  of 
releafing  him;  for  it  is  hardly  within  the  line  of 
probability  that  fuch  a  man  (hould  have  efcaped 
from  his  keepers  in  one  of  the  public  Hreets  of 
Paris,  and  that  too  in  open  day,  without  the  con* 
pivance  of  perfons  in  power. 

His  being  taken  at  firft  was  the  effeGt  of  his  own 
imprudence,  for  certainly  there  were  officers  in  his 
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'fhip  competent  enough  to  the  fervice  of  boarding 
and  bringing  .away  a  paltry  privateer,  without 
the  neceflity  of  the  captain's  going  in  perfon.  Sir 
Sydney  has  fince  been  appointed  to  the  command 
of  Lt  Tigre,  a  Ihip  of  80  guns,  taken  from  the 
French ;  and  in  which  he  has  juft  failed  to  the 
Mediterranean* 


THE  REV.  THOMAS  HAWEIS,  LL.D.  and  M-D. 

THIS  gentleman  is  entitled  to  a  place  in  our 
colledion,  as  ^ell  on  account  of  his  refpeftability 
as  a  man  of  letters,  as  his  being  now  at  the  head 
of  that  numerous  and  highly  diftingulfhed  clals 
of  Chriftians,  commonly  called  the  Caivinifiical 
Methodifts. 

Dr.  Haweis  is  a  native  of  Truro  in  Cornwall,  and 
was  educated  at  the  free  grammar-fchool  in  that 
town,  where  he  had  for  his  contemporary,  the  cele- 
brated Samuel  Foote,  commonly  called  the  EngliHi 
Ariflophanes.  After  receiving  a  good  claffical 
education,  he  was  put  apprentice  to  an  eminent 
furgeon  and  apothecary  in  his  native  place,  and 
ferved  his  time  with  great  credit,  on  account  of  his 
fidelity  and  application. 

Mr.Samuel  Walker  was  at  that  X\mc  curate  of 
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Truro,  and  young  Mr,  Haweis  was  fo.  affe£ted  with 
the  preaching  and  charafter  of  that  exemplary 
man,  that  his  whole  mind  became  impreffed  with 
the  love  of  religion,  and  the  defire  of  being  a  mi- 
niftcr  of  the  gofpel.  His  friends  were  not  willing  to 
crofs  his  incfihations,  and  he  was  therefore  per- 
mitted to  go  to  the  Univerfity  o(  Oxford,  where 
he  was  entered  of  Magdalen- Hall,  and  in  due 
courfe  took  his  degree  of  LL.-B. 

Soon  after  his  being  admitted  to  holy  orders^  he 
became  diftinguiflied  as  a  popular  preacher,  par- 
ticularly at  Oxford,  where  he  delivered  a  fet  of 
difcourfes,  which,  in  1760  he  publiihed,  under  the 
title  of  "  Evangelical  Sermons."  Not  long  after 
he  became  affillant  to  Mr.  Madan,  at  the  chapel 
of  the  Lock-hofpital,  and  about  the  fame  time 
was  appointed  chaplain  to  the  Countcfs  of  Hun- 
tingdon. 

While  he  officiated  at  the  Lock  chapel,  a  cir- 
cumftance  occurred  which  made  a  conliderable 
noife  at  the  tjnle,  and  brought  upon  our  divine,  as 
well  as  his  friends,  much  unmerited  odium.  A 
gentleman,  who  ufually  attended  that  place  of  wor- 
ihip,  informed  Mr.  Madan,  that  he  had  a  living  in 
his  gift,  which  he  wiflied  to  beftow  upon  fome 
minifter  of  evangelical  fentiments.  Mr.  Madan 
recommended  Mr.  Haweis,  who  was  furprized  at 
this  generofity  in  a  ftranger.  Some  time  after  his 
being  induced  to  the  living  of  Aldwinkle,  in  North- 
ampton(hire>  and  which  he  now  holds,  the  patron 
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thought  proper  to  make  a  demand  upofn  him  for 
the.prefehtation.  The  matter  got  into  prrtit,  tnuch 
was  publiihed  on  both  fides,  and  thofe  who  were 

'prejudiced  againft  the  body  of  Chriftians  to  whom 
Mr.  H^  bek)nged,  exclaimed  vehemently  agaitift 
him  for  his  condu£t,  as  well  as  that  of  his  colleague^ 
Mr*  Madan.  Tim6,  hgwever,  has  deftooyed  this 
prejudice,  and  we  believe  there  is  no  perfon  fa 
uncandid,  at  prefent,  as  to  admit  a  thought  to  bis 
difadvantage,  in  confequence  of  this  bufmefs. 
/  About  that  period,  he  publiflied  a  very  ufcful 
and  judicious  commentary  upon  the  fcriptures,  en^ 
titled,  "  The  Evangelical  Expofitor,"^  in  3  vols, 
folio. 

Mr.  H.  continued  to  have  the  chief  manage- 
ment of  Lady  Huntingdon's  extenfive  concerns 
until  her  death,  when  he  found  himfelf  by  her 
will  one  of  the  principal  truftees  of  her  varioBs 
chapels  in  town  and  country..  In  1795  the  mif- 
•  fionary  fociety  commenced,  formed  upon  a  plan 
and  fcale  certainly  more  adequate  to  the  obj«ft,^ 

•  more  promifing  in  its  appearance,  and,  as  far  as  it 
baa  yet  gone,  more  profperous  in  its  operation, 

-.than  any  other  that  can  be  mentioned.  This  in- 
ftitution  equally  admits  churchmen  and  dilTentefs. 
It  is  marked,  indeed,  only  by  what  are  called  the 
evangelical  fentiments :  it  pays  no  regard  to  dif- 

.  fbrences  of  opinion  on  the  inferior  queftions  of 
cburdh  government,  or  the  manner  of  public  wor- 

.  fliip ;  but  it  admits  no  mifiionaries  except  fuch  as 
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are  fivmfy  pounded  in  the  eflfentkil  .do3i4n«s  of 
chriftianity^  particularly  the  divinity  of  Chrift^  and 
the  atonement  by  his  death* 

At  the  firft  public  meeting  of  this  focicty»  held 
at  Spa-6clds  chapel,  Mr,  H.  preached  a  »Yery 
aifefting  and  mafterly  fennon  on  the  occafion  j 
.  gnd  at  a  fubfequent  one^  he  read  a  memorial,  in 
whidh  he  examined  the  fubject  with  the  greatefi 
precifion  and  accuracy,  and  recommended  ifarongly  * 
that  the  firft  miflion  ihould  be  .to  the  Friendly 
iflands,  in  the  &mth-Sea,  whi<;h  meafure  .was 
-adopted.  This  ffermon  and  memorial  were  prist* 
ed.in  the  collection  of  the  focietyts  papers. 

In  the  fame  year  he  obtained,  from  one  of :  the 
Scotch  univerfities,:  the  degree  of  doftor  of  phyfic  s 
and  left  his  mptives  for  fo  doing  ihould  be  mif-* 
underftood,  it  may  be  proper  to  fay,  that  he  is  one 
of  the  principal  perfons  concerned  in  the  Sama* 
ritan  fociety,  the  obje£l  of  which  is  to  vifit  poor 
fick  people  at  their,  own  habitations.  Now,  as  he 
!Was  originally  brought  up  to  the  pradice  of  medi^ 
dne,  there  was  a  propriety  in  his  taking  a  doc* 
'.  tor's  degree  in  that  faculty,  to  render  him  compe- 
tent to  give  his  advice,  and  to  attend  conlidta* 
tions,  in  the  way  of  benevolence. 

In  X797»  the  do£tor  publiflied  the  life  of  that 
eminent  and  popular  divine,  Mr.  Kon^aine.  Thi^ 
performance  does  great  credit  to  Jus  talents  as  a 
biographer. 

The  miflionary  coacems  feem  to  eagro&.bis 
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principal  attention ;  and,  witliout  doubt>  that 
large  and  highly  honourable  fociety  conld  not 
have  a  more  able,  indefatigable,  or  faithful  perfon 
at  its  head  than  Dr.  H*  The  accounts  received 
from  the  miflionaries  at  the  Sandwich-iflands  are 
very  flattering  to  thofe  who  have  formed  firong 
expectations  refpe£)ing  this  new  attempt  to  pro* 
pagate  chriftianity  in  heathen  lands.  We  under- 
ftand  that  the  fociety  is  fo  opulent,  in  refpeft  td 
finances,  that  it  is  about  to  enlarge  its  fphere 
of  operation ;  and  that  endeavours  will  be  made 
by  it,  to  carry  civilization  and  religion  into  other 
dark  and  uncultivated  regions. 

Dr.  H.  is  ftill  an  eloquent  and  powerful  preacher. 
His  ftyle  is  perfpicuous  and  elegant.  He  never 
defcends  to  that  coarfe  method  of  illuftratioA 
made  ufe  of  by  fome  popular  preachers,  nor  does. 
he  entertain  his  auditory  with  quaint  witticifma 
and  ridiculous  anecdotes.  He  has  a  clear  method 
of  reafoning,  and  feldom  launches  into  the  wild^ 
ne&  of  declamation.  As  a  writer,  he  poflTefles 
great  merit,  on  account  of  an  elegant  ftyle,  which 
is  at  once  pious  and  fervid. 

We  cannot  clofe  this  article,  however,  without 
expreffing  our  aftonifliment  and  concern,  that  a 
man  of  Dn  H.'s  judgment  (hould  be  fo  far  im«« 
pofed  upon,  as  to  countenance  raw  youths,  who, 
without  education,  or  any  other  qualification  than 
mere  boldnefs,  and  a  certain  forward  conceit 
of  their  abilitiesj  afcend  the  pulpit^  and  deliver 
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a  ftrange  kind  of  jarg6n  to  their  hearets.  I^  k 
becaufe  the  do£tor  wifhes  to  be  confidered  as  the 
bifliop  of  his  feft,  that  he  commiffionsj  as  it  were, 
thefe  unfledged  theologians  to  go  out  and  preach 
the  gofpel  of  Ghrift  ?  As  a  divine,  and  a  refpcft- 
abte  orte  too,  of  the  church  of  England,  we  wifli 
lie  would  well  eonfider  the  evil  which  muft  accrue, 
not  merely  to  the  ecclefiaftical  eftabliihment,  but 
to  the  interefts  of  the  chriftian  church  at  large,  by 
the  prefumption  of  boys  and  illiterate  mechanics, 
in  thus  encroaching  upon  the  mbifterial  office.  It 
is  this  which  encredes  the  number  of  infidels,  and 
gives  them  caufe  to  ridicule  religion.  The  mif- 
t^kbs  of  an  ignorant  zealot  are  more  pernicious  to 
the  interefts  of  chriftianity,  than  the  moft  daring 
attacks  of  avowed  fceptics.* 

*  The  extreme  youth  of  fome  of  the  miffionarieshas  given  rife 
to  a  ridiculous  (lory,  about  each  of  them  having  been  prefented 
with  three  beautiful  young  women^  as  concubines,  on  their  ar- 
rival at  the  place  of  their  defiinatian,  &c,  &e. 
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THE  RIGHT  HON.  HENRY  DUNDi^S, 

SEC^KTARY  OV  STATE  FOR  THE  WAR  DBPARTMBKT}  &C.  &C. 

Henry  Dundas  is  defcended  from  a  younger 
branch  of  a  ^  familyj  long  eminent  among  the 
petty  Barons  of  Lothian*  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  laft  century  his  immediate  anceftors 
were  diftinguiflied  as  the  moft  able  advocates  at 
the  Scottifli  bar,  and  rofe  to  the  higheft  offices  and 
richeft  emoluments  which  the  law  can  beftow. 

His  father,  even  at  an  early  period  of  his  career^ 
was  pronounced  by  Prefident  Dalrymple,  to  have 
outfhone  all  the  competitors  of  his  own  day,  ia 
the  lifts  of  juridical  conteft.  His  eldeft  brother, 
the  late  Lord  Prefident  Dundas,  after  fhining  as 
the  firft  lawyer  at  the  bar,  was  exalted  to  the  bench, 
amidft  the  (houts  of  general  approbation;  and  it  is 
ftill  remembered,  with  what  auguft  dignity,  what  a 
force  and  clearnefs  of  argument,  he  adminiftered 
juftice  for  a  long  feries  of  years,  at  the  head  of  the 
fupreme  civil  court  of  Scotland. 
.  Henry,  being  a  younger  fon,  by  a  Tecond  mar- 
riage, was  deftined  to  feek  his  fortune  in  fome  pro« 
feffional  purfuit,  and  he  very  naturally  chofe  that  in 
which  his  family  had  been  fo  fuccefsful.  At  an 
early  period  of  life,  he  was  called  to  the  Scottifh 
l>ar>  and  quickly  attained  fome  diftin6tion  among 

»  The  Dundaflcs  of  Arnifton* 
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the  junior  advocates.  In  compliance  with  the  cuf- 
torn  of  the  young  Scottifli  lawyers,  he  attempted  to 
diftlnguilh  himfelf,  by  adopting  the  popular  elo- 
quence of  the  general  alTembly  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  of  which  he  became  a  member.  With 
very  flattering  fuccefs,  he  declaimed  on  the  fubjeft 
of  patronage ;  difputed  about  forms  and  prece^ 
dents;  and  ftrove  fometimes  to  allay,  fometimes  to 
excite,  thofe  ftorms  to  which  even  that  venerable 
body  is  now  and  then  fubjeft. 

A  fortunate  marriage  with-  the  heirefs  of  Mel- 
ville, foon  made  him  a  confiderable  landholder, 
and  his  fuccefs  at  the  bar  augmented  daily.  If  his 
pleadings  were  deficient  in  grace,  elegance  and  cor- 
reftnefs,  and  his  fpeeches  unadorned  by  thofe 
happy  allufions  which  polite  literature  can  alone 
furnilh ;  they  were,  at  leaft,  rich  in  that  moft  valu- 
able ingredient  common  fenfe,  enlivened  with  wit, 
pregnant  with  found  juridical  difcrimination,  and 
accompanied  with  apparent  fincerity  and  much 
honeft  franknefs  of  manner. 

In  the  intercourfe  of  private  life,  he  was  amiable, 
convivial,  no  foe  to  diflipation,  but  of  a  fpirit  inca* 
pable  of  defccnding  to  any  of  the  mean  and  unge- 
nerous vices.  In  good  company  he  would  drink 
deep ;  and  in  affairs  of  gallantry,  he  is  reported  to 
have  oceafionally  indulged,  even  to  excefs.  The 
domeftic  misfortune  that  enfued  is  known  to  all 
the  world,  and  it  might  appear  indelicate  here  to 
dwell  upon  the  fubjeft. 

One 


Digitized  by 


Google 


One  of  the  firfl:  admirers  of  Mr.  Dundas*s  tafcnts 
m  early  life,  was  the  late  Lord  Kaimes,  who  dedi- 
cated to  him  his  excellent  work,  entitled  "  Princi- 
ples of  Equity  i'^  and  on  that  occafion  anticipated 
bis  future  fuccefs. 

Neither  the  gaieties  of  dilBpation,  nor  the 
chagrin  attendant  on  a  family  misfortune,  could 
divert  Mr-  Dondas  from  vigoroufly  purfuing  that 
career  of  profeflional  fuccefs  which  had  opened  be- 
fbre.him.  He  rapidly  attained  the  rank  of  one  of  the 
6rft  lawyers  at  the  Scottiih  bar;  and  his  own  merits^ 
added  to  the  influence  of  his  family,  foon  recom« 
mended  hmi  to  the  notice  of  the  crown :  in  fine, 
be  became,  in  a  (hort  time,  Lord  Advocate  for 
Scotland ;  and  neither  his  talents  nor  his  juridical 
Ikiil  were  deemed  unworthy  of  the  office. 

It  had  been  ufual  with  his  predecefTors,  to  pro* 
cure  a  feat  in  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons;  and 
Mr.  Dundas  alfo  contrived  to  get  a  niche  at  the 
back  of  the  Treafury-bench,  His  pronunciation 
and  phrafeology  were  fo  replete  with  the  pecu- 
liarities rf  the  northern  diale£l,  which  has  not  yet 
ceafed  to  prevail  at  the  Scottiih  bar,  as  to  excite  a 
degree  of  ridicule  againft  his  fpeeches  in  the  fe* 
nate,  which  would  have  proved  unfavourable  to  the 
fuccefs  of  almoft  any  other  perfon.  But  Mr.  Dun- 
das was  not  to  be  daunted  by  common  obftacles. 
He  had  enough  of  the  lawyer  about  him  to  qualify 
him  for  legiflative  .buiinefs^  without  his  mind 
^ing  narrowed  by  pedantry  or  his  eloquence  too 
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finically  caft  after  that  model  which  is  peculiarly 
fitted  to  the  bar^  but  becomes  tedious,  and  even  ri« 
diculous,  amidft  national  deliberations.  He  was 
quickly  able  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  all  the 
forms  of  public  bufinefs,  a  fpecies  of  knowiege  fo 
dry,  fo  difficult,  fo  infinitely  ufeful  in  parliament^ 
fo  utterly  ufelefs  every  where  elfe.  In  a  fhort 
time,  he  took"  an  aftive  part  in  every  debate,  and 
poflelTed  great  advantage,  by  utterly  defpifing  that 
primnefs,  precifenefs,  and  rigour  of  morality,  which 
teaches  man  to  embrace  the  right,  in  oppofition  to 
the  expedient.  Nor  did  he  ever  affe£l  to  afpire  to 
that  purity  of  patriotifta,  which  refufes  to  conned 
felf-intereft  with  duty.  He  thus  fpeedily  obtahied 
an  almoft  unrivalled  pre-eminence;  the  artifices,  the 
negociations,  the  mafterly  over-reachings  of  politi- 
cal intrigue,  were  fome  of  the  qualifications  which 
foon  appeared  to  compofe  the  public  charader  of 
Henry  Dundas :  and  it  muft  be  owned,  they  would 
not  be  illfitted,  in  a  degenerate  age,  to  condu&him 
to  eminence. 

The  extent  of  dominion,  the  immenfe  wealth, 
and  the  great  political  eflabli(hments  of  the  Eaft* 
India  Company  in  Afia,  had  about  this  time  be- 
gun to  appear  too  great  for  a  fimple  commercial 
corporation.  The  amazing  fortunes  acquired  by 
their  fervants,  had  alfo  provoked  the  moft  jealous 
enquiries  into  the  arts  by  which  fuch  opulence 
could  be  fo  rapidly  accumulated,  and  oriental  in- 
fiu^npe  was  but  too  plainly  difcovered  in  the  very 
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bolbm  of  the  legiflature.  Mr.  D-  foon  perceived, 
that  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  might 
gain  much  by  turning  his  attention  to  the  affairs  of 
India  which  came  before  that  houfe.  In  the  cafe 
of  Rumbold  and  fome  others,  he  Ihowed  himfelf 
to  be  unequalled  in  tracing  the  detail  of  Afiatic  d^-> 
linquency.  In  the  public  revolutions  that  fpeedily 
enfued,  he  was  eagerly  courted  by  all  parties ;  and 
was  generally  allowed  to  be  deferving  of  any  of  the 
primary  places  in  the  government.  His  enemies 
have  faidy  that,  being  then  a  needy  political  adven* 
turer,  he  found  it  neceffary  to  choofe  his  fide,  from 
a  regard  to  perfonal  intereft :  and  that  the  laxity 
of  his  principles  rendered  him  fufficiently  ready  to 
change  his  party,  on  the  approach  of  ill  fortune. 
Now  the  man  of  North ;  now  the  man  of  Fox  ;  he 
feund  himfelf  at  laft  the  faft  friend,  the  minifterial 
coadjutor,  and^  as  they  fay,  the  convivial  tutor  of 
Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  Dundas^s  alliance  with  the  laft  of  thefe, 
fixed  him  in  the  rich  office  of  Treafurer  to  the 
Navy }  and  during  the  infancy  of  Mr.  P's  admini- 
ftration,  his  counfels  and  paliamentary  fervices  tend- 
ed not  a  little  to  enfure  its  ftability.  In  fliort,  all 
the  meafures  of  the  Britiih  government  (ince  the 
year  1782,  have,  in  a  great  degree,  been  direfted, 
or  at  leaft  influenced,  by  him. 

Since  he  attained  an  official  employment  in  the 
adminiftration,  Mr.  Dundas  has  enjoyed  one  pecu- 
liar advantage,  which  b  rather  of  a  Angular  fort— 
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that  of  never  having  attained  the  reputation  of  pot 
litical  integrity.  Mn  Pitt^  and  other  men  who 
have  ufed  the  ladder  of  patriotifm  in  fcaling  the 
heights  of  minifterial  power,  on  being  obliged  to 
abandon  thofe  popular  principles  which  helped 
them  to  afcend,  have,  by  their  apoftacy,  provoked 
the  abhorrence  of  the  people,  by  whom  they  were 
once  adored.  But  this  great  northern  commoner, 
having  never  obtained  much  credit  with  the  world 
in  this  refpe6t,  has  rather  rifen  than  fallen  in  the 
eftimation  of  his  country,  during  the  courfe  of  his 
adminifiration. 

Of  all  the  meafures  that  have  lately  occurred, 
there  is,  perhaps,  no  one  which  will  be  more  un* 
favourably  viewed  by  the  c^did  and  benevolent 
in  future  times,  than  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  hoftilities  with  France*  But,  whatever 
jnay  be  faid  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  thofe  mi- 
nifterial arts  which  engaged  Britain  in  the  conteft, 
it  muft  be  confelTed,  that  in  many  of  the  meafures 
which  the  war-niinifter  is  fuppofed  to  have  fug- 
gefted,  fuch  as  that  for  the  internal  defence  of 
the  country,  there  appears  much  of  that  vigilance, 
energy,  and  vigoiur,  which  we  have  been  forced  to 
admire  in  the  revolutionary  rulers  of  the  continent. 

Mr.  Dundas  has  alfo  bad  the  good  fortune  to 
obtain  the  confidence  of  the  Dukes  of  Buccleugh* 
Gordon,  and  Lord  Hopetoun,  and  fo  many  of  the 
other  leading  peers  and  landholders  of  the  North, 
that  U  would  not  be  eafy  to  find  another  mini- 
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fteria]  direftor  of  Scottifti  affairs,  whofe  agency 
would  be  equally  acceptable  to  the  great  people 
of  that  country. 

His  perfonal  friends,  who  are  numerous,  and 
doubtlefs  the  bcft  judges  of  his  real  charafter,  are 
greatly  attached  to  him.  They  confider  him  as 
the  only  pra£iical  man  in  the  cabinet,  and  think 
that  either  his  retreat,  or  his  death,  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  moft  melancholy  events  on  the 
part  of  the  nation. 

On  the  other  hand,  his  enemies,  who  are  im- 
placable, as  confiderlng  him  the  author  of  all  our 
prefent  calamities,  and  the  accomplice  of  our  for- 
mer ones  during  the  American  war,  entertain  very 
.difierent  fentiments.  The  very  mildeft  of  them 
aflert,  that  the  beft  wifh  that  can  be  bre^thed^ 
in  favour  of  him  or  his  country,  is,  either  ths^t  he 
may  be  enabled  quickly  to  retire  from  the  toils 
of  his  political  career,  or  be  fpeedily  called,  by 
Divine  Providence,  to  the  enjoyment  of  another 
and  a  better  world. 

The  few  who  are  of  no  party  may  conflder  him 
as  an  honeft  and  refpe£table  private  character,  and 
as  an  a£iive,  zealous,  and  loval  ftatefman. 

A- 3.    • 
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ARTHUR    WOLFE, 

BAIOM   KiLWARDBNy 

IW  Chief  Jufl tee  rf  the  King's  Bench  in  IrelanJ^  and  latelj  th 
Irijh  Attfm^»Gemrml. 

OF  the  facility  with  which  even  moderate  ta* 
lents  may  rife  to  the  higheft  rank  and  the  £rft 
offices  in  the  ftate,  when  the  pofleflbr  has  the  good 
fortune  to  think  uniformly  with  the  executive 
power>  Lord  Kilwarden  is  a  ftriking  inftance. 

Bom  in  an  ohfcuye  condition,  he  had  neverthe- 
lefs  the  advantage  of  a  college  education*  in  the 
univerfity  of  Dublin^  amd  was  called  to  the  Irilh 
bar  in  1766,  He  was  foon  appointed  a  king's 
counfel,  and  by  very  laborious  induftry  in  his  pro- 
feffion,  was  making  way  to  wealth  and  legal  cha- 
rafter,  when,  in  confequence  of  a  high  opinion  of 
his  talents,  he  was  introduced  into  parliament  by 
Lord  Tyrone.  Though  Mr.  Wolfe,  from  his  outfet 
in  life,  was  a  ftaunch  friend  to  the  adminiftration 
of  the  day,  whoever  might  compofe  it,  it  was  yet 
fo  late  as  the  year  1787  before  he  mounted  the 
firft  ftep  of  the  ladder  to  the  bench,  by  being  ap- 
pointed his  Majefty's  Solicitor-general.  This  we 
fuppofe  was  owing  to  the  fuperior  talents  and 
more  important  fervices  of  other  candidates,  for  in 
^eal  he  was  inferior  to  none. 

His  next  advancement  followed  clofe  on  the 

heels 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ARTHUR  WOLFE.  315 

heels  o(  the  former,  being  nominated  Attorney-ge- 
neral in  1789,  on  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Fitzgibbon 
to  the  court  of  Chancery.  It  was  in  this  iituation 
that  his  parliamentary  talents,  if  he  poflefled  any, 
would  have  had  fair  and  ample  room  for  difplay. 
Unfortunately  for  him,  however,  he  fucceeded  a  man 
whofe  powers  of  mind,  fenatorial  courage,  and  (kill 
in  doing  the  "  king's  bufinefs,*'  were  fo  far  fuperior 
to  his  own,  that  he  fufFered  feverely  by  comparl* 
fon* .  Indeed  his  ftock  of  merit  was  thought  to  be 
but  fmall,  and  it  was  generally  believed  that  when 
Mr.  Ponfonby,  on  a  certain  occafiion,  allowed  him 
to  be  "a  very  worthy  gentleman,  but  a  miferabU 
^  attorney-general,"  there  was  more  truth  in  the 
animadverfiofi  than  political  inveftive  ufually  pof« 
fefles. 

There  was,  however,  a  degree  of  candour  and 
opennefs  in  Mr.  W's  manner,  which  entitled  him 
to  efteem  and  praife^  though  thefe  very  qualities^ 
perhaps,  difqualified  him  from  appearing  to  great 
advantage  in  his  official  chara£ler.  This,  although 
it  was  not  invariably  apparent,  fecured  for  him 
many  friends,  even  in  the  oppofition ;  and  thofe 
who  often  pitied  the  law- officer  of  the  crown,  and 
laughed  at  his  arguments,  yet  refpe£ted  the  mm 
who  ufed  them. 

In  cafes  of  property,  Mr.  W's  was  confidered  as 
a  found  opinion ;  but  on  conftitutional  queftions  he 
has  been  called  the  doubting  lawyer,  from  the  cir- 
cumllancc  of  his  having  been  unable  to  urge  any 
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Other  anfwer  to  charges  once  brought  agamft  the 
]ateLord  Clonmel^  for  holding  men  to  exceffivebail 
under /^/^  fojr  libel,  except  that  of  doubting  whether 
or  not  ht8  Lordihip's  condu£t  had  been  illegal ! 

Mr.  W;  is  reported  to  have  been  the  adrifer  of 
moil,  if  not  all,  of  the  fevere  laws  which  have 
been  for  fome  years  pafi  ena£ted  in  Ireland ;  and 
which  have  fufpended,  with  ilvhat  juftice  or  necef* 
£ty  we  do  not  prefume  to  judge,  fome  of  the  moft 
important  and  conftitutional  rights  of  the  fubje£t. 
Jf  it  be  true  that  thofe  laws,  and  the  fyftem  of 
which  they  were  a  part,  have  been  the  caufe» 
infiead  of  the  eiFe£t,  of  the  late  difturbances  in 
that  country,  he  muft  bear  a  large  (hare  of  tho 
blame ;  as  he  will  deferve  much  of  the  praife,  if 
the  penal  ftatutes  alluded  to  were  wife  and  oe- 
c^ry. 

In  June  laft  he  was.raifed  to  the  peerage,  and 
to  the  bench  x>n  the  death  of  LfOrd  Chief  Ju(^ 
tke  Clonmel.  As  a  fpeaker>  his  voice  is  ftrong 
and  deep;  but  it  is  neither  mellow  nor  capable 
of  much  variety.  His  aiSion  is  the  mere  Jmifif^ 
Jwmg  of  the  bar;  and  even  on  the  moft  mo« 
mentous  and  animating  fubjeds,  he  feemed  rather 
to  plead  for  a  fee>  than  to  attafn  the  dignity  of  aq 
orator*  The  matter  of.  his  fpeeches  is  dull,  orr 
derly,  and  phlegmatic,  unenlivened  with  the  leaft 
ray  of  fancy  or  of  genius.  His  language  partakes  of 
this  chara£ter ; — fimple,  but  not  alw$^y$ correal;  and 
plain^  without  being  neat. 
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In  private  life,  his  Lordihip  has  the  "high  cha* 
ra^er  of  being  a  fteady  friend>  and  an  honeft  man. 
As  a  companion  he  is  lefs  valuable,  his  manners 
beihg  rather  of  a  fombre  and  auftere  complexion^ 
while  the  dull  monotony  of  his  ideas  is  incapable 
of  yielding  fpontaneoufly,  or  affording,  by  collifion, 
a  finglc  fpark  of  fancy^  ^ 


MR.  CURRAN. 


OF  all  the  opinions  which  hare  obtained  a  gc^ 
neral  cnrrency^  without  being  either  founded  iit 
truth  or  fan£tioned  by  experience,  there  are  none, 
perhaps,  which  have  been  fo  widely  circulated  as 
thofe  by  which  we  are  taught  to  believe,  that  the 
fiudy  of  law  is  adverfe  to  the  operations  of  genius, 
and  that  a  lively  imagination  cannot  be  fettered  to 
profeflional  purfuits;  that  to  be  learned,  a  man 
Aiuft  be  dull,  and  that  wit  cannot  be  pofleflfed  but 
to  the  exclufion  of  induftry.  ' 

Among  the  many  examples  which  might  be 
adduced  from  antiquity,  or  exhibited  in  modern 
times,  to  prove  the  futility  of  this  dangerous 
conceit,  Mr.  Curran  is  not  the  leaft  ftriking.  No 
man  has  acquired  higher  reputation  for  thofe 
powers  which  delight  and  captivate  the  fancy, 
touch  the  fprings  of  pafEon>  elicit  tears  from  the 
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foftnefs  oF  fenfibility,  or  extort  from  gravity  itfelf 
the  roar  of  laughter;  yet  has  the  afliduous  induftry 
and  laborious  exertions  of  this  gentlemen  raifed  him  . 
from  the  humbleft  walk  of  life,  in  which  his  birth 
had  placed  him,  to  the  firft  rank,  if  not  to  the  iirft 
place,  at  tht  Irifh  ban  He  has  not,  indeed,  at- 
tained high  official  fituations,  or  rifen  to  thofe 
honours  which  are  oftener  the  reward  of  judicious 
politics,  than  of  profeffional  ability;  but  he  has 
acquired  that  which  is  a  much  ftronger  proof 
both  of  induftry  and  of  talent — the  uncontefted 
title  of  being  the  firft  advocate  in  his  country. 

Mr.  Curran  is  about  fifty  years  of  age.  He  was 
bom  in  the  county  of  Cork,  of  parents  who  were^ 
undiftinguifhed  by  wealth  or  fituation ;  who  had 
neither  a  fortune  by  which  they  could  have  enabled 
the  fon  to  live  independently,  nor  connexions  by 
which  they  could  advance  him  to  a  profeilion. 
They  were,  however,  capable  of  giving  him  the 
rudiments  of  a  liberal  education,  and  that  Teems  to 
be  the  only  advantage  which  he  derived  from  his 
family.  Having  qualified  himfelf  for  the  univerfity, 
he  entered  in  the  only  chara£ler  in  which  his  cir- 
cumflances  enabled  him  to  appear,  that  of  a  fizer 
in  the  college  of  Dublin  ;  a  fituation  of  which  the 
emoluments  are  very  trivial,  while  the  marks  of  in- 
feriority which  diftinguifh  it  from  that  of  the  other 
ftudents  are  of  the  moft  mortifying  kind.  The 
lizers  have,  indeed,  their  tuition  free  of  expence; 
but  they  are  obliged  to  keep  the  rolls  of  their 
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tutors,  and  *attcnd  to  the  weekly  diftribution  of 
the  fines  and  punilhments  of  the  pupils.  They 
have  alfo  their  commons  gratis^  but  they  dine  only 
on  the  fragments  of  the  fellows'  table,  and  are 
compellable  to  difcharge,  in  the  dining-hall,  feveral 
menial  fervices. 

In  this  (ituation  did  Mr.  C.  pafs  his  firft  year 
at  the  univerfity  ^  nor  did  he  appear,  in  point  of 
pecuniary  circumfiances,  to  ftand  at  the  head  evea 
of  this  humble  clafs.  It  is  a  fa£t,  that  the  man 
who  poffeffed  powers  that  could  mould  the  heart, 
charm  the  imagination,  and  guide  the  judgment  of 
a  fenate  or  of  a  court,  was  often  deftitute  of  a 
whole  coat ! 

At  the  ufual  time  (two  years  after  entrance)  he 
obtained  a  fcholarfhip^   by  which,  and  by  the 
emoluments  arifing  from  fome  petty  offices  gene* 
rally  bellowed  on  fcholars,  he  emerged  from  the 
diftrefs  in  which  he  had  been  hitherto  involved. 
The  remainder  of  his  college  career  is  not  mark- 
ed by  any  peculiar  circumftances ;  he  obtained 
the  ufual  honours  with  which  the  policy  of  the 
univerfity  rewards  induftry  and  talents,  and  is  faid 
to  have  made  fome  progrefs  in  reading  the  labo- 
rious  courfe  which  is  prefcribed   for  fellowfhip 
candidates  ;  but  whether  difgufted  with  the  drudg- 
ery, or  deterred  by  the  magnitude  of  the  \lnder- 
taking,  he   foon  defified  from   the  purfuit,  and 
turned  his  attention  to  the  bar. 
Frevioufly  to  his  becoming  a  ftudent  in  the  Inns 
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of  Court  in  London,  Mr.'Curran  married  a  lady  of 
his  own  country.    This  match  appears  to  have 
been  founded  in  inclination,  for  (he  did  not  bring 
him  a  fortune  fufficient  to  compenfate  the  incon- 
veniences into  which  fuch  a  premature  connexion 
muft  have  thrown  him-      Of  the  means  by  which 
he  was  enabled  to  fupport  himfelf  and  wife,  during 
his  ftudies  in  England,  and  afterwards  to  defray 
the  expence  of  his  call  to  the  bar,  nothing  cer- 
tain is  known ;  it  Js  natural  to  fuppofe,  however, 
that  with  talents  like  his,  it  Ayould  not  be  difficult 
to  procure  ^  livelihood  by  his  literary  exertions. 
But  whatever  might    have   been    the  mode  by 
which  his  finances  were  fupplied,  it  is  certain  that 
when  he  firft  came  to  the  bar,  he  was  in  extreme 
poverty.      He   refided  in  Craven-ftreet,   Dublin, 
SI  place  occupied  entirely  by  the  loweft  clafs  of 
people,  and  which,  in  point  of  gentility,  is  on  a 
level  with  the  leaft  reputable  part  of  Weflminfter. 
Mrs.  Curran  had  now  brought  him  a  child ;  and 
being  unable  to  indulge  in  the  pra£lice  fo  common 
in  Ireland,  of  fending  their  children  to  be  nurfed 
abroad,  fhe  was  obliged  to  undergo  the  labour  of 
difcharging  at  once  the  duties  of  nurfe,  houfewifei 
and  cook.    About  this  time  he  became  a  frequenter 
of  a  convivial  fociety,  originally  formed  by  fome 
young  BarrifterS)  and  called  the  Monks  rftbe  Scnw. 
Although  the  members  of  this  inftitution  were 
merry,  they  were  poor ;  the  ohytOt  of  their  meet- 
ings was  to  forget,  in  good  fellowihipi  the  cares 
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Ufe,  and  relax  the  mind  from  the  kitenfenefs  of 
.  kgal  ftudies.  The  devotion  of  the  Monks,  how- 
ever, was  promoted  bj  humbler  beverage  than  the 
juice  of  the  grape,  and  their  temple  was  nothing 
tnore  than  an  upper  rocnn  in  a  Cavan^ftreet  a1e« 
lioufe.  Poor  as  fuch  a  fociety  muft  have  been,  the 
circumftances  of  Mr.  Curran  were  fo  much  more 
humble,  that  they  were  forwarded  by  his  connec- 
tion even  with  it*  As  the  club  aiie£led  to  ht/eha^ 
it  became  neceffary  at  length  that  they  (hould  have 
an  apartment  to  themfelves ;  they  therefore  engaged 
one  at  a  certain  rent,  and  Mr*  Curran  was  com- 
plimented with  the  ufe  of  it,  for  the  refidence  of 
bimfelf  and  his  family,  except  only  during  thofe 
evenings  on  which  the  members  aflfembled.  He 
muft  have  been  poor,  indeed,  who  lodged  in  fuch 
a  maniion ! 

Mr.  Curran  was  not  the  only  man  of  talents, 
who  at  that  time  belonged  to  this  fociety,  and 
whom  a  fubfequent  difplay  of  genius,  and  of  learn- 
ing, raifed  to  eminence.    The  prefent  Chief  B^ron 
of  the  Iri(h  Exchequer,  Lord  Yelverton,  the  early 
intimate  and  friend  of  Curran,  was  one  of  its  ori- 
ginal members.      Though  more  fortunate  than 
him  in  his  political,  as  well  as  forenfic  purfuits, 
the  connexion  firft  formed  and  cemented  between 
them  in  the  poverty  of  fheir  early  years  (for  Lord 
Yelverton,  like  Curran,  had  to  ftruggle  with  the 
difficulties  of  a  narrow  fortune),  has  continued 
through  every  viciffitude  of  fucceeding  life».  fiat 
«iily  unbroken  but  in  full  ftrength* 
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That  learning  and  talents  are  ofteii  enabled  to 
raife  themfelves  into  notice,  without  the  fortunate 
co-operation  of  extrinfic  circumftances,  is  an  obT 
fervation  which  has  been  often  exemplified  in  every 
profeflion ;  but,  perhaps,  more  frequently  in  that 
of  the  law,  than,  any  other.  Our  young  barrjfter, 
with  qualities  which  are  as  likely  to  ftrike  at  firft 
fight,  as  thofe  poffeffed  by  any  of  his  contempora- 
ries, remained,  however,  for  fome  time  at  the  bar 
entirely  unnoticed.  The  attention  of  the  public 
was  turned  toward  him,  for  the  firft  time,  in  rather 
a  Angular  way. 

He  had  been  engaged  as  agent  by  one  of  the 
candidates  at  a  contefted  eleftion,  and  in  the  courfe 
oT  the  poll,  it  became  neceffary  for  him  to  make 
objections  to  a  vote  proflfered  by  the  adverfe  party, 
which  he  did  in  that  ftrong  and  farcaftic  manner  for 
which  he  is  fo  remarkable.  His  antagonift,  a  man 
of  rude  and  overbearing  manners,/^//  the  pungency 
of  his  wit,  and  not  immediately  recognifing  the 
Barrifter  under  a  fliabby  coat,  and  a  mean  appear- 
ance (for  nature  has  not  been  very  favourable 
in  external  decorations),  he  applied  to  him  fome 
very  grofs  epithets.  With  more  fpirit,  perhaps, 
than  decorum,  Mr.  Curran  leaped  from  his  feat, 
feized  him  by  the  collar,  and  was  prevented  only 
by  the  interpofition  of  the  by-ftanders  from  chaftif- 
ing  him  on  the  fpot.  He,  however,  was  not  pre- 
cluded from  afferting  his  independance  in  that 
way,  which  could  alone  be  tolerated  in  the  pre- 
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fence  of  a^  magiftrate,  he,  therefore,  in  a  few  pithy 
fentcnces,  difclofed  his  mind  and  his  cbaraBer ;  his 
antagonift  had  generofity  enough  to  acknowlege 
his  error,  and  apologized  to  Mr.  Curran  for  the 
confequences  of  his  miftake ;  nay,  inftead  of  re- 
fenting  the  violence  with  which  he  had  repelled 
the  infult,  he  granted  him  his  friendfhip,  and  by 
his  recommendation  and  patronage  very  eflentially 
promoted  his  future  interefts. 

From  that  period  he  began  to  rife  rapidly. 
Within  lefs  than  fix  months  he  quitted  his  gratui- 
tous lodgings  in  Cavan-ftreet,  and  removed  nearet 
to  the  more  reputable  part  of  the  town.  Mrs. 
Curran  no  longer  diOionoured  her  lord's  circum* 
ftanccs,  by  appearing  in  the  difcharge  of  thofe 
domeftic  offices  which  are  ufually  performed  by 
deputy ;  nay,  in  lefs  than  a  year,  the  rifing  profpe- 
rity  of  the  family  was  vifible  in  the  luxury  of  a 
one-horfe  chair !  Merit  was  now  finding  its  pro- 
per level,  and,  in  this  inftance  at  leaft,  we  no  longer 
behold  great  learning  and  uncommon  genius  ftrug- 
gling  with  adverfity,  or  fullied  in  the  eftimation  of 
vulgar  minds,  by  an  undeferved  poverty. 

Within  two  or  three  years  more,  we  find  Mr. 
Curran  feated  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  fe- 
conding,  with  much  fportive  humour,  every  effort 
of  the  popular  party  for  the  emancipation  of  the 
country,  and  tlie  eflablilhment  of  its  commercial 
freedom'  and  political  independence. 

During  the  arduous  and  interefting  period  in 
Y  2  which 
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which  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  filled  the  office  of  Attor- 
ney-general, he  was  one  of  the  leading  men  in 
oppofition,  and  of  courfe  came  into  frequent 
coIKfion  with  that  dogmatical  and  haughty  law- 
yer. The  high  tone  of  defiance  on  legal  or 
conftitutional  queftions,  with  which  the  Attor- 
ney-general endeavoured  to  overbear  his  oppo- 
nents, was  more  frequently  ridiculed  by  the  wit, 
than  combated  by  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Curran; 
if>  in  this  mode  of  combat,  he  did  not  always 
repel  the  blow,  he  at  Icaft  evaded  its  force ;  and 
though  he  could  not  on  every  occafion  boaft  of 
viQory,  he  at  leaft  efcaped  defeat.  Of  one  of  thefe 
contefts,  the  iffue  was  more  ferious ;  it  produced  a 
duel,  in  which  Mr:  C  was  the  challenger,  but 
which  happily  was  attended  with  no  injury  to 
either  party. 

While  Mr.  .Curran  was  thus  fuccefsfully  atten- 
tive to  bufinefs,  he  did  not  fuffer  opportunities  of 
pleafure  to  pafs  by  him  unenjoyed.  He  was  natu* 
rally,  indeed,  a  man  of  uncommon  gaiety ;  pofleff* 
iilg  an  exquifite  ear  for  mufic,  and  being  himfelf 
no  ordinary  performer  on  tht  fort^  piano,  it  was  not 
firange  that  the  Circe-like  allurements  of  Mr$. 
Billington  (hould  have  enchanted  him  for  atime. 

Although  Mr.  Curran  has  been  ufually  ccmfi- 
dered  a  man  of  gallantry,  he  enjoys  an  uninter- 
rupted claim  to  the  chara£ler  of  a  good  father. 
He  has  one  fon,  who  is  now  (i79t)  about  to 
be  called^o  the  bar,  and  two  daughters ;  to  the 
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education  of  all  tliefe  he  has  paid  the  moft  aflfec* 
tionate  attention. 

It  has  been  already  obfervcd,  that,  in  his  parlia- 
mentary charaSer,  he  has  always  been  attached  to 
the  popular  caufe.  Indeed,  from  his  outfet  in  life, 
he  has  been  a  fteady  friend  to  the  legHlative  in- 
dependence^  to  free  commerce,  and  a  reform  in 
the  reprefentation  of  Ireland.  He  has  uniformly 
declared  againft  the  war  with  France,  and  he 
has  combated,  with  unremitted  vigour,  during 
five  years,  the?  coercive  fyftemi  which  has  been 
purfued  in  Ireland.  Finding  the  inefficacy  of 
that  oppofition^  he  has  withdrawn,  along  with 
inany  of  thofewith  whom  he  had  co-operated, 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  is  now  known 
to  the  public  only  as  an  advocate.  In  this  capacity 
he  has  lately  defended  many  of  his  unfortunate 
countrymen;  and  is  faid  to  be  about  to  retire  for 
a  time,  and  perhaps  for  ever,  from  his  native 
country. 

As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Curran  has  not  particularly  di* 
fiinguiihed  himfelf^  by  the  extent  of  his  knowledge 
or  die  depth  of  his  refearches :  he  ftands,  in  this 
refpedt  only,  on  an  equality  with  his  competi- 
tors i  it  is  as  an  advocate  that  he  outftrips  them. 
Indeed^  in  this  chara6ier,  he  has  not,  perhaps,  his 
equal  in  the  empire.  With  Mr.  Erlkine  he  has 
been  frequently  compared  ;  but  in  the  opinion  of 
fome  who  have  long  admired>  and  attentively  con* 
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fidered  the  refpeftive  excellencies  of  each^ .  the 
latter  holds  only  a  fecond  place* 

Mr.  Erikine  is  an  acute>  grave^  •  laborious,  apd 
frequently  ap  eloquent  pleader ;  he  turns  the  bright 
fide  of  his  client^s  cafe  to  full  view,  urges  its  ftrong 
parts  with  the  force  of  a  mafculine  underftanding, 
and  covers  its  weaknefs  with  very  ingenious  fo- 
phiftry;  but  the  jury  ftill  remember  that  Mr. 
Erflcine  is  an  advocate,  and  are  on  their  guard 
againft  his  arts. 

Mr.  Curran,  while  he  difplays  as  much  acute - 
nefs  as  Mr,  E.  gets  nearer  to  the  heart  and  paffions 
of  his  auditors  ^  and  by  the  ardour  and  animation 
of  an  eloquence  neither  fiflitious  nor  forced,  ex- 
cludes every  feeling  and  every  thought  but  thofe 
which  he  wiflies  to  excite.  ,  In  the  examination  of 
witiieff<^,  too,  Mr.  Curran  is  eminently  powerful. 
In  his  manner  he  refembles  Mr,  Garrow,  but  per- 
haps excells  even  that  gentlenian  iq  probing  a 
rotten  caufe  to  the  bottom,  in  eliciting  truth  fron^ 
prevarication,  and  touching  the  fecret  firings  that 
aftuate  the  human  heart. 

Mr.  Curran's  parliamentary  fpeeohes  feldom  pof- 
fefs  the  excellence  which  has  marked  his  profef- 
fional  defences.  They  difplay  much  lefs  of  the 
mehs  divinior  j  th^y  are  irregular,  and  defultory,  and 
feem  to  be  rather  the  play  of  his  mind  than  it? 
ferious  exertion.  They,  however,  abound  with 
^dxnirable   ftrokes  of  inveftive,  and    irony,  and 
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though  they  affift  but  little  in  guiding  decifion,  on 
the  point  difcufled,  yet  produce  a  good  efFeft,  by 
holding  up  political  profligacy  and  corruption  to 
contempt  and  deteftation. 

Of  claflical  learning  Mr.  Curran  feems  to  hav6 
early  laid  in  a  good  ftore  ;  his  ailufions  to  the  Ro- 
man poets  are  frequent,  and  his  quotations  from 
them  are  prompt,  and  happy.  It  is  a  curious 
circumftance,  that  to  ftudy  the  Latin  claffics,  and 
commit  to  memory  remarkable  paflages,  formed 
a  part  of  Mr.  Curran's  preparation  for  the  bar ; 
and  that  he  continues,  from  his  experience  of  its 
utility,  to  recommend  his  pra£tice  to  the  young 
ftudent  of  the  municipal  law. 

Oa  the  fcore  of  perfon,  Mr.  Curran  owes  but 
little  to  nature.  His  ftature  is  low,  his  figure 
meagre  and  ill-formed,  and  his  whole  appearance 
far  from  bieing  prepoffefling.  He  has»  however,  an 
eye  which  emits  the  fire  of  genius,  and  is  admi- 
rably calculated  to  tranfmit  either  the  fcintillations 
of  fancy,  or  that  deep  pathos  of  the  heart,  which 
he  not  only  feels  himfelf,  but  can  fo  powerfully 
excite  in  others.  Of  drefs  he  has  always  been  re- 
markably, perhaps  culpably,  negligent ;  for  he  has 
often  played  Cicero  in  the  fenate,  in  the  garb  of 
Scrub  ! 
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LORD  MONBODDO. 

James  Burnet  i$  defcended  from  an  ancient 
family  in  Aberdeenfhire,  and  being  heir  to  a  ioiall 
fortune^  ftudied  the  Scotch  law,  and  was  called  to 
the  bar>  or,  ia  other  words,  became  an  advocaie  in 
that  couBtry. 

In  this  fituation  he  acquired  coniiderable  cele- 
brity, and  was  employed  as  counfel  in  two  caufes^ 
which  engaged  the  attention  of  the  public  more 
than  any  brought  before  a  Scottiifh  tribunal  in  the 
courfe  of  a  century.  One  of  thefe  was  the  great 
queflion  of  literary  property ;  the  other  the  Douglas 
caufe.  In  the  courfe  of  the  latter  he  was  employed 
to  go  to  Paris,  in  order  to  arrange  the  neceflary 
papers  for  the  inveftigation  of  fo  intricate  an  afiair* 

While  in  that  capital  he  procured  an  account  of 
a  favage  girl,  who  had  been  difcovered  wild  in  the 
woods  of  Champagne,  and  a£lually  went  to  fee 
her;  for  this  was  a  fubjefl  intimately  connected 
with  his  favourite  purfuit. 

In  1797,  Mr.  Burnet  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Lords  of  Seffion  in  Scotland,  when,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  his  country,  he  afTumed  the  title  of 
Lord  MonboddOy  from  the  name  of  his  family  eftate. 
He  was  offered  the  poft  of  one  of  the  Commif* 
fionert  of  the  Court  of  Judiciary,  but  declined  its 
acceptance^  on  account  of  the  unpleafant  part  of 

that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tOR0  MOKtODDOt  3^9 

thAt  office^  the  trying  und  ientenciog  condemoed 
criminals ! 

Lord  Monboddo  ba$»    bowever,   been  better 
known  to.  the  world  as  a  literary  man»  than  either 
as  a  pleader  or  ^  judge.   His  firft  publication  was  a  - 
"  Differtation  on  the  Origin  and  Progrefi  of  Lan«- 
guage/'  in  fix  Tolames^  8vo.    The  inveftigstion  o£ 
the  origin  of  language^  had  been  in  vadn  attempted 
by  many  of  the  learned  among  the  ancients,  who 
certainly  poflefled  materials  of  which  we  are  de- 
prived.    Yet  the  moderns  have  engaged  in  this 
purfuit  with  much  ardour ;  and  in  our  time  Bi(hop 
Warburton  and  Lord  Monboddo,  both  men  of  finr 
gular  acquirements,  have  thought  deeply,  and  writ- 
ten profoundly  on  the  fub}ed«    After  the  moft  ox- 
tenfive  refearches,  they,  however,  have  not  been 
able  to  inform  us  how  or  when  alphabetical  vm- 
ting  was  firfi  invented ;  bnt  they  have  deferved  the 
thanks  of  the  curious,  hy  Jbewing  bow  it  might  have 
been  difcovered  and  introduced.    TTie  excellence 
of  tUs  art  is  fo  confpicuous,  that  many  learned  men 
have  conceived  it  to  be  an  immediate  communica- 
tion from  the  Deity ;  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Wakefield 
has  written  an  ingenious  eflay  on  this  fide  of  the 
queftion,  which  has  been  thought  worthy  of  a  place 
in  the  Eneyelopadia  Britamuca ;  but  both  the  judge 
and  the  bifliop  have  (hewni  not  only  the  poffibility, 
but  the  probability^  that  we  owe  this  grand  effort 
of  human  (kill  to  the  genius  of  Egypt  i  and  this 
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opinion  has  been  greatly  ftrengtbened  by  the  in- 
genious labours  of  Governor  Pownall. 

His  lordftiip  is  alfo  author  of  another  work,  in 
five  volumes,  quarto,  called  *'  Ancient  Metaphy- 
fics ;"  a  performance  remarkable  For  the  furprizing 
mixture  of  penetration  and  genius,  with  what,  in 
the  eyes  of  fome,  appears  to  be  the  moft  abfurd 
whim  and  conceit,  the  attempt  to  prove  that  the 
mrang  mtang  is  a  clafs  of  the  human  fpecies;  and 
that  thp  want  of  fpeech  is  merely  accidental :  this 
bas  afforded  much  fport,  both  to  the  wits  and  critics 
of  the  age.  Lord  Monboddo  has  alfo  endeavoured 
to  eftablifli  the  exiftence  of  mermaids  !  yet,  not- 
withftanding  thefe  Angularities,  the  work  is  a  truly 
ingenious  performstnce,  aiid  will  long  enfure  a  place 
on  the  ilhelves  of  the  learnecj* 

His  lordfliip  is,  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  an  ex- 
cpllept  Greek  fcholar,  and  a  true  chriftian  philofo* 
pher.  He  is  ingenious  and  liberal  in  his  opinions, 
and  in  his  qonduft.^s  a  judge,  never  fuffers  himfelf 
tp  be  fwfiyed  by  either  party  or  family  connexions. 
At  his  houfe  in  Edinburgh,  he  is  extremely  hofpi- 
table  }  and  receives,  with  politenefa,  alJ  literary 
ftrangers  who  vifit  that  city.  He  imitates  the 
ancients  in  bathing  and  exercife,  and  has  attained 
to  a  very  great  ^ge  without  any  of  thole  failures, 
either  of  mind  or  body,  which  are  the  ufual  attend- 
ants on  extreme  age.  He  was  formerly  accuftomed 
tp  repair  yearly  tp  l/)ndon,  and  generally  made  the 
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journey  on  horfeback;  it  need  fc^rcely  be  added, 
that  in  all  his  peregrinations,  he  was  rieccived 
with  unbounded  welcome  by  the  literary  men  of 


the  age. 


THE  HONORABLE  DAINES  HARRINGTON, 

IS  brother  to  the  late  Lord  Barrington,  the  pre* 
&nt  Bifhop  of  Durham,  and  alfo  to  Admiral  Bar- 
rington. 

This  gentlemai)  was  bred  to  the  law,  a  profeffion 
in  which  he  never  made  any  very  confpicuous 
figure,  but  was  fucceffively  promoted  to  be  one  of 
the  king's  counfel,  and  a  Welch  judge  5  the  latter  of 
which  ilations  he  religned  fome  years  ago,  on.ac* 
count  of  his  growing  infirmities.  He  has  alio 
poftcflfed  feverai  other  fmall  places  under  govern* 
ment,  fuch  as  deputy-keeper  of  the  wardrobe,  fecre- 
tary  to  Greenwich-hofpital,  marfbal  of  the  admi- 
ralty, and  commiilioner  of  (lores  at  Gibralter,  the 
l^ft  of  which  only  he  now  retains. 

But  if  Mr.  Barrington  is'  not  celebrated  as  a 
lawyer,  he  may  juftly  claim  the  honour  of  being 
a  profound  and  judicious  antiquary,  an  agreeable 
companion,  and  a  truly  worthy  man.  In  1 775,  he 
publiihed  an  Eflfay  on  the  Probability  of  reaching 
Jhe  North  Pole,  4to.3  and  in  1781,  a  voluine  of 
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Mifcellanieg^  alfo  m  4to.  principally  on  Antiquariaa 
fubjeds. 

In  1766  he  prefented  the  world  with  a  volume 
of  Ob/ervations  upon  the  Statutes^  from  Magna  Cbarta 
Utht  II  Jam$5  L  in  which  he  ftrongly  enforces  a 
Tcvjfal,  and  adds  a  propofal  for  new  modelling  the 
whole-  This  is  a  work  of  great  merit,  and  a  fecond 
edition  was  called  for  and  publiihed  in  1776. 

To  enumerate  Mr.  Barrington's  literary  labours, 
would  be  an  Herculean  taflc :  among  them  we  find 
an  **  Account  of  foroe  Fiih  in  Waks;"  "  Inveftiga- 
tion  of  the  Difference  between  the  paft  and  prcfent 
Temperature  of  the  Air  in  Italy  j^  **  Obfervalions  on 
Welch  Caftles;"  A  Controvcrfy  with  Dr.  Ducarel 
concerning  •*  Chefnut  Trees  ;'•  **  Method  of  keeping 
Carp  alive  out  of  Water  /' "  Two  Letters  on  C«far*s 
Invafioh  ;**  **  Effay  on  the  periodical  Appearance  of 
Birds  ;' «  On  the  diftinguiflied  Qualities  of  the  Rab- 
bit and  Hare;"  "  Experiments  on  the  finging  of 
Birdsi"  **  Corrcfiion  of  fome  Miftakes  in  Ornilho- 
logys*'  "  Account  of  two  WeMh  Mufical  Inftru- 
roents;**  "  On  the  Remains  of  the  ancient  Cornifh 
language  ;*'  *' Inquiry  into  the  Antiquity  of  Clocks;*' 
**  Conjeftures  relative  to  certain  Remains  of  vitri* 
iied  Walls  in  Scotland;"  "  On  Archery;"  «  On 
MuficaJ  Inftruments;"  *^  On  Card  playing." 

Moft  of  thefe  are  highly  entertaining,  and  fomc 
of  them  evince  the  moft  profound  refearch. 

This  very  ingenious  man  was  the  friend  of  Dr. 
Jobnfon,  and  a  member  of  the  club  in  Effex-ftreet^ 
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infthuted  by  that  great  moralift-  He  ftiU  apper- 
tains to  a  fociety  of  cboia  Jpiriij,  who  meet  at  th« 
Grecian,  whither  he  is  fupported  byhis  man,  and 
returns  in  a  chair  to  chambers.  The  templars^ 
the  city  beaus^  and,  indeed,  the  world  in  general, 
are  much  obliged  to  him  for  the  improvements  made 
in  the  garden  facing  the  Thames,  which  exhibits 
more  tafte  and  elegance,  than  could  be  expeaed 
from  an  antiquary. 


DR.  O'LEARY. 


Arthur  OXeary  is  a  native  of  Cork,  in  Ire- 
land, and  a  member  of  the  mod  numerous  and 
leaft  predominant  feft  in  that  country* 

After  receiving  fome  inftruftion  in  his  native 
land,  he  was  fent  to  the  continent,  in  1747,  to  pre- 
pare him  for  the  fituation  for  which  he  was  de- 
(igned — that  of  a  prieft  of  the  Roman  catholic 
church.  He  accordingly  refided  for  fome  time  at 
the  college  of  St.  Omer's,  and  became  a  member 
of  the  order  of  St.  Francis. 

On  the  completion  of  his  ftudies,  he-  was  ap- 
pointed chaplain  to  a  regiment  in  the  fervicc  of 
the  prince  in  whpfe  dominions  he  was  educated ; 
but  not  entering  warmly  into  the  meafure  of  engag- 
ing 
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ing  the  fubjcfts  of  theft  kingdoms   to  enlift  in 
•  foreign  battalions,  he  incurred  the  difpleafui*e  of 
thofe  in  power,  and  foon  after  teturned  to  the 
country  which  had  given  him  birth. 

By  the  affiftance  of  fome  friends  he  built  a  fmall 
but  decent  chapel  in  his  native  city ;  and  a  circum- 
ftance  foon  occurred  which  procured  him  fome 
little  provincial  celebrity,  A  work  happened, 
about  this  time,  to  be  publiflied  in  Cork^  entitled 
•*  Thoughts  on  Nature  and  Religion."  It  was 
written  by  a  Scotch  phyfician;  and  as  no  one 
anfwered  it.  Father  O'Leary  applied  to  Dr.  Man, 
the  bi(hop  of  the  diocefe  in  which  he  refided, 
for  permiflion  to  enter  the  lifts;  now  the  churches 
of  England  and  Rome  thinking  alike  on  the  mat- 
ter m  difpute,  he  immediately  granted  leave.  Ac- 
cordingly, foon  after  this,  appeared  his  "  Defence 
of  the  Divinity  of  Chrift,  and  the  Immortality 
of  the  Soul." 

When  the  parliament  of  Ireland  framed  a  teft- 
oath  for  the  Roman  catholics,  many  perfons  of 
tender  confciences  fcrupled  to  take  it.  On  this, 
Mr.  O'Leary  publiflied  his  *^  Loyalty  afferted,  or 
the  Teft-Oath  vindicated;"  in  which  he  explained 
the  feeming  difficulties  that  occurred,  fo  much  to 
the  fatisfaftion  of  the  nonjuring  catholics  in  his 
neighbourhood,  that  they  unanimoufly  fubfcribed. 

At  that  critical  period,  during  the  unfortunate 
war  with  America,  when  the  combined  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain  rode  triumphant  on  the  Britifii 
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coaft,  and  threatened  an  invafion  of  Ireland,  he  ad- 
dreffed  his  Catholic  countrymen  in  the  moft  ener- 
getic language,  and  in  fuch  an  efFeftual  manner,  as 
to  merit  the  thanks  of  every  good  citizen. 

His  next  publications  were  in  reply. to  fome 
feverp  charges  made  againft  the  Roman  Catholics, 
by  the  late  Mr.  Wefley ;  and  in  thefe  he  refuted 
that  odious  imputation  by  which  they  are  accufed 
of  "  keeping  no  faith  with  heretics  !" 

Another  valuable  traft  publiflied  by  Mr.  O'Leary 
is  called  "  An  Effay  on  Toleration,  and  a  Plea  for 
Freedom  of  Confcience."  In  this  effay  the  reafon- 
ing  is  folid  and  perfuafive,  and  the  whole  tenor  of 
it  tends  to  inculcate  the  principles  of  liberality  and 
humanity. 

Thefe  fix  pieces  have  been  publiftied  in  a  vo- 
lume, under  the  title  of  **  Mifcellaneous  Tra£ls  ;" 
and  it  has  reached  a  third,  if  not  a  fourth  edition. 
It  is  dedicated  to  the  ^'  Monks  of  St.  Patrick,"  a 
fociety  of  refpeftable  men  in  Ireland,  who  alToci- 
ated  for  the  fupport  of  the  conftitution  of  their 
country. 

In  addition  to  the  literary  labours  already  alluded 
to,  an  excellent  pamphlet  publiflied  in  1786,  and 
entitled  **  A  Review  of  fome  interefting  Periods  in' 
the  Irifli  Hiftory,"  is  alfo  attributed  to  him ;  and 
Mr.  Pratt  has  drawn  his  charaQer  in  a  very  ma- 
fterly  manner,  in  his  late  novel  called  "  Family 
Secrets,"  one  volume  of  which  is  jnfcribed  to  the 
Dofior. 
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Fathtt  O'L^ary,  as  he  is  femiKarijr  calkd,  and 
who  iaf  faid  to  have  receired  a  penfion  from  govern* 
ment  for  bis  public  fervices,  has  lately  printed  a  fer* 
mon  on  the  prefent  fituatton  of  affairs^  Which  wM 
^ri^nally  preached  at  St.  Patrick's  chapeU 


BARRY,  LORD  YELVERTON 

CHISr  BA&OM  OF   THB   BXCRBOPEK   IN  l&SLJL»ft» 

LIKE  many  other  of  thofe  men  whofe  ta- 
lents and  virtues  have  raifed  them  in  Ireland  to 
the  higheft  places  in  the  law,  Chief  Baron  Yel- 
verton  owes  nothing  to  illuftrious  birth,  to  famil/ 
connexions,  or  to  wealth  accumulated  by  his  aa- 
ceftors.  If  report  be  true  (and  it  is  highly  honour^* 
able  to  him),  his  lordfhip's  immediate  progenitor 
was  nothing  more  than  a  petty  dealer  in  wool>  ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  Clonmell,  far  from  affluent 
in  point  of  cifcumftancesj  and  unable  to  do  more 
for  Barry,  his  fon,  than  to  give  him  the  rudiments 
ofa  claflical  education/ which  enabled  him  to  enter 
fhe  univerfity  of  Dublin,  as  a  fizer,  a  defcription  of 
ftudents,  accuftomed  to  receive  both  tuition  aad 
commons  free  of  expence.  At  the  ufual  time  he 
obtained  a  fcholarihip,  a  reward  given  in  that 
univerfity  to  diftinguifhed  merits  and  to  whicH 
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beiides  honoUfabel  rahkj  certain  emoluments  are 
annexed,  in  addition  to  board,  not  exceeding,  how- 
ever^  on  the  whole,  20I.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Y^lverton,  before  the  expiration  of  his  fcho- 
larihip^  determined  oh  the  law  as*  his  profefEoi) ; 
but  to  acquire  knowledge  in  it,  and  afterwards 
to  be  called  to  the  bar,  requires  **  a  portion  of 
this  world'i  wealth,"  which  unluckily  his  finances 
wer^  unable  to  afford; 

His  marriage,  (hortly  after,  with  a  young  lady 
poffeiTed  of  three  or  four  hundred  pounds,  re- 
moved this  embarraffment,  and  enabled  him,  with 
fome  literary  exertions  of  his  own,  to  keep  his 
terms  in  London,  and  obtain  his  call  to  the  Iriih 
bar  in  1764.  When  he  became  a  barrifter,  he 
occupied  very  obfcure  lodgings  in  Effex-ftreeti 
a  part  of  the  town  which  ftill  continues  to  be 
unfafhionable.  Here  he  remained  for  fome  time, 
and  proved,  in  his  own  cafe,  that  even  firft-rate 
legal  talents  may  lie  long  in  obfcurity*  The 
induftry  and  ability  of  Mr.  Yelverton.  however, 
did  at  laft  work  their  way,  but  many  years 
elapfed  between  his  affumption  of  a  wig  and 
gown,  and  his  becoming  a  charafter  known  to 
the  public  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  profeffional 
man,  labouring  fuccefsfully  for  his  client  and  hi$ 
fee. 

We  do  not,  indeed,  hear  of  him  in  a  public  capa- 
city, until  the  occurrence  of  that  important  crifis, 
when  the  calamities   of   the   country  urged  its 
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frieirds  to  ftruggle  with  the  then  weakened  p^wer  of 
Great  Britain,  and  to  obtain  for  Ireland  an  enlarge- 
ment of  commercial  pririleges,  and  fhortly  after- 
wards thlB  eftabliftiment  of  legiflative  independ- 
ence. Mr:  Yelverton,  who  had  now  got  into  par- 
liamenty  co-operated  with  the  other  patriots  of 
the  day  in  the  purfuit  of  thefe  objefts,  and  wa^ 
confpicuous  for  the  energy  and  boldnefs  of  his 
exertions.  When  they  were  once  attained,  he  not 
only  ceafed  to  lend  his  talents  to  the  popular  party, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  he  oppofed  them,  ranged 
himfclf  on  the  fide  of  the  court,  and  refitted  ereiy 
attempt  to  attain  reform  in  the  reprefentation  by 
means  of  the  volunteer  aflfociations. 

In  1782,  he  had  been  raifed  to  the  importimt 
ind  confidential  place  of  Attorney-general;  and 
he  acqaitted  himfelf  in  that  fituation  with  fach 
unremitting  zeal,  in  counteracting  the  attempts 
of  the  volunteers,  and  labouring  for  their  difperfion, 
as  efFeftually  recommended  him  to  the  favour  of 
government.  The  beneficial  effects  refulting  from 
this  conduft  were  foon  apparent,  for  in  1784  he 
was  raifed  to  the  bench,  as  Chief  Baron  of  th^ 
Exchequer.     * 

His  elevation,  though  generally  confidered  as  a 
teward  for  his  political  fervices,  was  yet  not  un- 
welcome to  the  public,  which  could  recognife, 
even  in  the  ufipopular  fenator,  the  learning,  the 
talents,  and  the  profefiiional  integrity  of  a  greaH 
lawyer.    Removed  from  the  Houfe  of  Cornmona 
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tQthe  bench^  and  yet  not  raifed  to  the  pcfirage, 
•his  opportttfiitfes  of  rendering  political  ferrices  to 
the  adminiftration  were  now  greatly  leffened. 
Theconfequence  was,  that,  either  relaxing  in  his 
2eal  from  want  of  occafion  to  exert  it,  or  finding 
Its  fervour  cooled  by  not  being  raifed  to  a  title, 
like  his  competitor  Scott,  who  was  created  Baroii 
Earlsfort  in  1784,  his  politics  appeared  to  be 
Tneutralifcd,  until,  in  1789,  he  declared  himfelf  a  de- 
cided friend  to  the  party  which  afferted  the  right 
t>f  Ireland  to  choofe  her  own  regent,  and  accord- 
ingly proffered  that  office  to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Notwithftanding  this,  he  was  created  Lord  Yel- 
Verton^  Baron  of  Aronmore,  in  the  county  of  Cork, 
June  16, 1795. 

No  man  poffeffes  a  higher  charafiler  in  private 
life  than  Lord  Yelverton.  Simple  and  tinaffum- 
tng  in  his  manners,  with  a  goodnefs  of  hedrt  which 
fraud  and  cunning  but  too  often  make  the  dupe 
of  their  artifices,  he  is  beloved  by  all,  and  impofed 
on,  even  in  the  moft  trivial  occurrences  of  life,  by- 
many.  Though  enjoying  a  ftrength  and  comprd- 
lienfiort  of  intelleft  fitted  to  dixtGt  and  to  enlighteti 
fenates,  he  may  be  governed,  mifled,  or  baffled,  by 
the  moft  fhallow  of  bis  domeftics.  Of  the  convi- 
vial glafs  no  man  is  more  fond,  and  yet  llander 
iias  not  charged  him  with  intemperance.  His 
lordfliip  loves,  and,  without  the  leaft  inconvenience 
to  his  intellefts,  can  bear  a  conliderable  quantity 
of  the  enlivening  grape. 
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As  a  public  fpeaker,  his  leading  chara£i:eriftic  i€ 
STRENGTH.      His  voice,  fuU,  deep,  and  fonorous^ 
added  to  a  pronunciation  flow  and  folemDj  give* 
great  weight    to   what    is    di£iated  by   a    mind 
well  ftored  with  legal  and  general  knowlege ;  by 
an  underftanding  capable  of  arranging,  in  the  moit 
judiciqus  noanner,  the  excellent  materials  which  'A 
poiTefles ;  and  by  a  fancy  not  deftitute  of  the.  pow- 
ers of  embelli(hment.    His  manner  is  animated,  im- 
preflive,  and  almoft  overbearing.  Of  quick  concep- 
tion and  feelings,  often  irritable,  and  apt  to  be  roufed 
to  indignation  by  every  appearance  of  oppreflion  or 
of  fraud,  his  lordfhip   appears  to  difplay  all  the 
fenfations  of  a  good  man.     But  on   the  bench, 
he  feems,  perhaps,  to  poflefs  too  little  of  that 
ftoical  apathy,  which  is  fo  eflfential  to  the  afcer- 
tainment  of  guilt  or   innocence ;   a  caufe  is  no 
fooner  opened,  than  he  catches,  or  fuppofes  he 
catches,  fufficient  to  guide  his  decifion;  and  every 
attempt  which  the  pleader  afterwards  makes  to 
remove  this  firft  impreflion,  his  lordfliip  ftrenuoufly 
refifts  as  an  unworthy  endeavour  to  impofe  on  his 
underftanding,  and  to  throw  the  veil  of  eloquence 
around  truth  and  juftice.     This  fault  excepted, 
and  to  which  Lord  Mansfield  himfelf  was  but  too 
prone,     Lord  Yelverton  is  allowed  to  be  an  ex- 
cellent judge,  of  inflexible  integrity,  and  exteiiflve 
legal  learning. 
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RIGHT  HONOURABLE  ISAAC  CORRY. 

THIS  gentleman  is  the  fon  of  a  reputable,  but 
not  very  wealthy,  merchant  of  the  town  of  Newry, 
in  the  county  of  Down.  A  confiderable  (hew  of 
talents^  and  great  profeffions  of  independent  and 
fteady  patriotifm,  rendered  him  in  early  life  a 
favourite  with  the  public  j  while  eafy,  poliihcd 
manners,  added  to  an  engaging  perfon,  procured 
him  the  friendfliip  of  his  townfmen,  who  foon  be- 
came his  conftituents. 

Mr.  Corry  was  bred  to  the  law,  and  was  a&ually 
called  to  the  bar  in  the  year  177$,  a  very  remark- 
able period  in  the  hiftory  of  Ireland.  Soon  dif- 
gufied,  either  with  the  labours  of  the  profeffion,  or . 
the  ill  fuccefs  with  which  thofe  labours  were  at- 
tended, he  threw  away  his  bag,  which  had  never 
been  over-charged  with  briefs,  and  became  an  ad- 
venturer in  the  field  of  politics. 

IJo  fooner  was  he  feated  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, than  he  became  one  of  the  moft  warm  and 
animated  members  of  the  then  oppoiition.  '  His 
induftry,  which  applied  itfelf  to  every  fubjeft 
that  emerged  in  the  courfe  of  parliamentary  bu- 
finefs,  but  particularly  to*  the  calculations  of  re- 
venue and  finaiKe ;  his  fluency  in  debate,  the  cor- 
i^e6lnefs  and  animation  of  his  language,  accom- 
panied with  a  very  fuccefsful  difplay  of  apparent 
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modefty,  rendered  him  not  only  a  ftiewy,  but  an 
ufeful  partifan. 

For  feme  years  Mr.  Corry  dercted  hiwfelf  to 
the  popular  caufe ;  he  fcrutinized  every  minifterial 
meafure^  railed  againil  Britiih  influeqce,  contended 
for  place  and  pen(ion-biils>  and  la.boured^  with 
much  energy  and  effeBiy  to  obtain  a  fimilar  coa«- 
ftru6lion  of  the  navigation-aift  in  both  countries. 
But>  al^s !  the  hour  was  approaching,  when  he  was 
ho  longer  to  grace  the.  oppofition  bench,  tcafc  a 
lord  lieitfenant's  fecretary  wifcfa  patriotic  raotioas, 
or  embarrafs  the  financier  with  the  Gocker4ikie 
allufions  of  arithmetical  eloquence ! 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  affumed  the  vice- 
royihip  of  Ireland  in  1787,  and  having  difmiifed  a 
very  cotifiderable  number  of  ofScers  m  the  different 
departments  for  neglefl  and  peciilation,  it  became 
neceiTary  to  replace  them  with  gentlemen  pofleff* 
ing  the  public  confidence.  With  his  lofdflup,  ikilt 
in  accounts  was  a  firft^rate  qualification;  who, 
therefore,  could  be  a  fitter  obje£l  of  his  favour 
than  Mr,  Corry?  Mr.  Corry  was  accordingly  nomi- 
nated to  a  poft  in  the  ordnance,  of  one  thoufaod 
pounds  per  annum.  The  viceroy,  affe£ting  popular- 
ity, thus  appointed  to  ofiice  a  popular  reprefentative; 
and  the  popular  reprefentative,  wiihing  to  ferve 
himfelf  and  the  country^ accepted Ihe  appointment, 

From  the  days  of  the  Marquis  of  Buck$ngham» 
Mr.  Corry  has  exhibited  hiinfelf,  during  a  ferics 
of  viceroys,  as  one  of  the  beft  fervants  of  admin^- 
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l|nitiofi>  and  has  enjoyed  a  fucceflSon  of  very  lucra* 
tive  places  ixi  the  ordnance,  revenue,  and  treafury. 
.    Birt;  ^khough  Mr,  Corry  has,  in  fonxe  degree,  re- 
KiiquiJbed  the  love  ^  applaufe  of  his  countrymen 
for  the  fmiles  of  the  cpurt,  and  the  emoluments  of 
<^ffice,  it  Ja  yet  byt  juft  to  fay,  that  he  was  not> 
dwing  feveral  years,  the  forward  advocate  of  the 
aiM^kpt  fyftem;  nor  has  be  ever,  with  the  (hamelefs 
zeal  of /noft  profelytes,  become  either  the  flanderer 
pr  the  periecutor  of  the  party  which  he  deferted. 
H^  h^  borne  bimfelf  with  ja  ne^eknefs  and  temper 
raoce  wbieh  difarm  refentmeht,  and  preferve  to 
him  the  regard  and  efteem  of  thofe  with  whom  he 
formerly  a^ed.      In  many  inftances  he  has  voted 
t^n^  the  niinifter  on  qweftions  which,  in  his  pa,- 
tHotic  d^ySf  he  had  fupport^d  ;  and  in  others,  he 
had  mojjefliy  withdrawn  on  a  diviCon,  in  order  to 
preferve  at  once  bis  place  and  his  confiftency.    la 
the  late  conteft  between  the  court  and  the  country 
party,  he  has,  however,  been  an  advocate  for  the 
'  tpefcive  fyftem,  and  acceded  to  all  the  fevere  laws 
which  were  ena£led  previoufly  to  the  rebellion. 

Mr.  Corry's  perfon  is  manly,  and  his  countenance 
isxpreflive  of  fpirit  and  good  fenfe ;  thofe  fcenes  of 
gaiety  and  diffipation  in  which  part  of  his  juvenile 
days  was  fpent,  and  which  contributed  to  give  to 
his  manners  that  polifli  which  we  admire,  have 
ajfo  imprefled  on  his  face  fome  of  the  indications 
of  the  bon-vivant.  He  is  ftill  unmarried,  having  hi- 
therto ficomed  the  trammels  of  wedlock,  and  en- 
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joyed  the  delights  of  love  in  the  lefs  moral  wayof 
a  man  of  fafhion. 

There  is  not  a  more  influencing  fpeaker  in  the 
Irifh  Honfe  of  Commons*  His  voice  is  ftrong  and 
mellow;  his  di£tion  corre£t;  and  his  ftyle  fluent^ 
copious,  moderately  ornamented,  and  always  above 
mediocrity.  On  moft  topics  he  is  capable  of  fpeak* 
ing  in  a  manner  which  always  pleafes,  and  forne* 
times  inftru£ts ;  but  it  is  principally  upon  fubjeSs 
connefled  with  finance,  revenue,  or  coimnerce* 
that  he  appears  to  the  greateft  advantage.  To 
thefe  he  feems  chiefly  to  have  dircftcd  his  atten* 
tion,  and  in  thefe  he  has  acquired  very  extenfive 
and  ufeful  knowlege.  Indeed,  wherever  cleamefs 
^nd  ftrength  can  recommend  a  fpeaker  to  his 
auditory,  Mr.  Corry  is  calculated  to  command 
applaufe,  for  his  underflanding  is  of  the  firft 
clafs.  From  imagination  he  derives  little  aid; 
his  fancy  is  either  fterile,  or  he  reprefles  its  exube- 
rance, for  in  his  fpeeches  are  to  be  found  few  of 
thofe  flowers  which  decorate  the  barren  track  of 
inveftigation,  or  beautify  the  field  of  dry  difquifi- 
tion.  Hi^  ornaments  confift  in  extreme  neatnefs 
of  diftion,  fmoothnefs  and  fluency  of  periods,  and 
well-judged  arrangeijient  of  matter.  Thefe,  added 
to  the  correft  animation  of  his  manner,  the  round 
fiillnefs  of  his  voice,  and  the  effeft  of  a  good  per* 
fon,  procure  for  his  opinions  a  great  degree  of  at- 
tention and  refpeft. 

It  was  fpme  time  fince  thought  that  the  prefent 
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Chancellor  of  the  Irifli  .Exchequer  would  be  raifed 
to  the  peerage,  and  Mr.  Corry  appointed  to  fuc- 
ceed  him.  That  fuch  aa  arrangement  will  take 
place  is  highly  prol)able. 


RIGHT  HONOURABLE  JOHN  BERESFORD. 

Mr.  Beresford  is  a  younger  branch  of  that  fami* 
ly,  whofe  head  is  the  Marquis  of  Waterford.  Educat- 
ed fort  he  bar,  he  was  called  to  it  fo  early  as  1761, 
and  for  fome  years  praftifed  with  tolerable  fuccels. 
He  was,  however,  at  laft  induced  to  quit  that  la* 
borious  profeffion,. where  reward  can  only  be  ob- 
tained by  the  moft  rigid  induftry,  for  the  golden 
profpefts  which  opened  to  him  in  the  field  of  po- 
litical adventure.  Thofe  profpe£ts  he  has  abun- 
dantly realizfed,  having  raifed  himfelf  to  high  office, 
and  ftill  higher  influence  in  the  ftate,  fpread  his 
branches  over  the  land,  and  ftruck  his  roots  too 
deep  in  the  foil  to  be  (liaken  even  by  thofe  dread- 
ful ftorms  which  have  lately  agitated  Irelajad.  Such 
is  his  influence,  that  he  is  reported  to  have  procure, 
ed  for  himfelf,  and  his  various  family  conne£tions, 
places,  falaries,  &c.  to  the  amount  of  above  40,000!. 
per  annum  I 

Fpr  many  y^ars  back,  Mr.  Beresford  has  been  at 
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the  head  of  the  Iriih  revenue,  in  which  fituation  be 
18  faid  to  have  acquired  and  difplayed  a  very  pro^ 
found  and  extenQve.  knowlege,  not  only  .of  the 
affairs  of  that  department,  but  of  the  general  com^ 
merce  of  the  country.  That  he  is  a  tnan  of  buii- 
nefs,  and  indefatigable  induftry,  cannot  be  denied  ; 
and  that  he  poflefles  talents  of  fouie  kind,  is  fully 
proved  by  the  fuccefs  which  has  crowned  his 
endeavours. 

The  obtaining  from  parliament  a  fum  of  money, 
not  lefs  than  half  a  million,  for  building,  under  the 
name  of  a  cuftom-houfe,.a  palace,  part  of  which  h^ 
himfelf  was  to  inhabit,  eftabliflies,  beyond  contro- 
verfy,  the  extent  of  his  power,  and  the  fuccefs  of 
his  addrefs ;  while  the  judicious  difpoiitions  which 
he  has  made,  as  one  of  the  commiffioners  for 
widening  the  ftreets  of  the  capital,  gives  him  an 
indifputable  title  to  the  praife  of  great  forefight 
^nd  ikill. 

Of  a  long  fucceffion  of  viceroys,  with  a  iingl^  ex* 
ception  only,  Mr.  Beresford  is  fuppofed  to  have 
had  the  ear;  they  have  been  governed  in  a  great 
meafure  by  his  councils,  and  they  have  not  proved 
ungrateful  to  their  advifer.  The  influence  of  ^ 
inan  tlius  circumftanced,  muft  neceflarily  have 
become  extenfive  j  it  has  accordingly  infinuated 
itfelf  into  every  department  of  the  ftate,  and 
given  to  that  family  a  degree  of  ftrepgth  which 
enables  it  almoft  to  diftate  to  any  adminiftration. 
One  viceroy  alone  (Lord  Fitzwilliam)  has  attenlpt^* 
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ed)  of  late^  to  govern  without  the  Beresfords/ and 
the  confequence  was,  that  he  was  driven  from  the 
helm.  Had  JUord  Cornwallis  prefided  as  a  civil 
magiftrate,  and  thwarted  their  plans,  he  too,  pro7 
bably,  would  have  felt  their  power. 

Po0effing  fuch  weight  in  the  councils  of  ths 
country,  it  is  not  to  hfi  fuppofed  that  Mr.  B.  ever 
attempts  to  quarrel  with  a  meafare  recommended 
by  admipiftration.  In  fad,  the  Britiih  cabinet  i^ 
faid  to  recommend  no  projeft,  which  has  not,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  been  approved  by  him  and  a  few 
other  men  of-  buiinefs  who  know  the  country. 
The  celebrated  commercial  propofitions  of  Mr, 
Ord,  in  1785,  however,  form  an  exception.  The 
alterations  which  were  made  in  thofe  propofitions 
in  England,  had  not  Mr.  B's  previous  concurrence ; 
and  though  he  at  length  rcluftantly  fupported 
them,  they  mifcarried,  as  he  had  very  fagacioufly 
prefaged. 

Although  Mr.  Beresford,  ^nd  his  family,  have 
ib  much  influence  in  the  Irifh  adminiftration,  he 
does  not,  perfonally,  exert  himfelf  in  the  Houfe  in 
defending  or  fupporting  the  meafures  which  he 
advifes.  He  never  fpeaks  but  on  fubjefts  relating 
to  revenue,  or  the  bufinefsof  the  commiffioners  dur- 
ing the  debates  on  wide  ftreets.  When  repelling 
the  infinuations  of  improper  or  corrupt  condu£i:, 
•with  which  he  has  been  fometimes  harj^ffed,  he 
•ftews  great  anxiety  to  convince,  but  his  declamation 
19  unirapaffioned.     His   voice   is  very  clear,  and 
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iufficiently  ftrong,  but  it  wants  variety,  and  has  -no 
harmony  in  its  tones.  His  diftion  is  indeed  fimple, 
but  not  correft^  and  never  rifes  above  the  level  of 
colloquial  converfation. 

Even  his  political  enemies  allow  Mr.  Beresford 
to  poffefs  a  very  amiable  private  charafier;  for  ht 
muft  be  confeffed  to  be  a  good  friend,  father,  and 
hufband.  In  his  perfon,  he  is  tall,  and  though  now 
an  old  man,  he  is  yet  florid,  ereft,  and  handfome. 


RIGHT  HONORABLE  JOHN  FOSTER, 

SPEAKER  OF  THE  lElSH  HOUSE  OF  «OMMON'6.     ^ 

IF  the  poffeflion  of  a  ftrong  and  correft  unde- 
ftanding,  much  general  knowlege,  and  a  profound 
acquaintance  with  the  commercial,  manufacturing, 
and  agricultural  interefts  of  his  native  country, 
conftitute  a  juft  ground  to  refpe£t,  it  is  due  to  Mr. 
Feller;  for  undoubtedly  one  more  able,  in  point 
of  intellect,  or  better  informed  in  the  very  import* 
ant  inftances  we  have  mentioned,  is  not  to  be 
found  among  the  public  men  of  Ireland. 

John  Fofter  is  the  fon  of  the  late  Anthony,  Lord 
Chief  Baron  Fofter.  He  received  his  education 
at  the  univerfity  of  Dublin,  where  he  was  con- 
temporary with  the  prefent  Chancellor,  and  Mr» 
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Grattan.  In  Michaelmas  term,  1766,  he  was  called 
to  the  Irifli  bar,  while  his  father,  the  Chief  Baron^ 
ivas  yet  on  the  bench.      To  Mr.  Fofter,  law  was 
but  a  nominal  profeffion;  he  applied  himfelf  to 
other  ftudies,  and  no  doubt  had  higher  game  in 
view,  than  the  humble  fituation  of  a  labouring  bar- 
rifter,  or  even  the  more  dignified  one  of  ^  pujfni 
judge.     He  accordingly  turned  his  mind  towards 
ftatiftical  enquiries ;  and  in  the  moft  dry  and  dif- 
ficult  occupations,  perhaps,  in  which  the  human 
mind  can  be  cn^ployed,  he  made  a  proficiency  to 
which   he  now  owes  his   elevation   to  the  moft 
honourable  ofHce  which  a  commoner  can  fill. 

Shortly  after  his  call  to  the  bar,  Mr.  Fofter  was 
returned  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  county  of 
Louth^  and  foon  became   as  confpicuous  for  ta- 
lents, as  for  knowledge.     At   that  timb,  indeed, 
it  was  lefs  difficult  to  become  eminent  in  an  Iri(h 
Houfe  of  Commons  than  at  prefent,  becaufe  the 
field  for  exertion  being  narrow,  much  talent,  com- 
paratively fpeaking,  was  not  called  forth  3  but  in 
any  affembly  of  legiflators,  this  man  was  qualified 
to  fliine;  and  in  that  of  Ireland,  the  manly  wif- 
dom  of  his  fyftem  of  corn  laws,  a  fyftem  which 
he   began  to  form  Ihortly  after  Jiis  coming  into 
parliament,  will  give    immortality  to  his   name. 
From  being  unable  to  fupply  two-thirds  of  her 
people  with  breads  in  1770,  in  confequcnce  of  the 
operation  of  Mr.   Fofter's  plan,  his  country  has 
not  only  become  equal  to  feed  her  inhabitants 
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without  lying  at  the  mercy  of  other  nations,  btrt 
afhially  to  export  grain  to  the  atnotint  of  200,000/. 
annually. 

After  the  agriculture  of  the  country,  the  next 
great  objeft  of  Mr.  Fofter  was  the  Linen  nianu- 
fafture,  and  this  has  derived,  from  his  zeal  and  in- 
telligence, nearly  equal  benefit  with  agrictilture 
itfelf.  His  attention  to  it  has  been  unremitted; 
and  the  regulations,  from  time  to  time,  introduced 
by  his  advice,  have  not  only  greatly  encreafed  the 
quantity  manufaftured  and  exported,  but  fecured 
to  Irifh  linens,  in  foreign  countries,  a  charafter 
which  muft,  for  many  years,  operate  powerfully  in 
their  favour.. 

J)uring  the  very  period  in  which  Mr.  Fofter  was 
rendering;  to  Ireland  benefits  fo  important,  his 
name  was  not  merely  odious,  but  even  execrated 
among  the  populace,  at  leaft  the  populace  of  the 
metropolis.  This  is  not  much  to  the  credit  of 
popular  feeling  ;  but  there  are  fome  circumftances 
'which  may  account  (of  the  faft,  notwithftanding 
that  they  certainly  cannot  juftify  it. 

Although  Mf.  Fofter  was  thus  laudably  em- 
ployed in  advancing  the  agriculture  and  manu- 
Fa£lures  of  the  'country,  he  was  at  the  fame  time 
known  to  be  adverfe  to  every  attempt  toward 
eftablilhing  the  independence  of  the  Icgiflature, 
and  abrogating  the  unjuft  rcftriftions,  by  which 
Great  Britain  had  fettered  the  commerce  of 
Ireland.    At  that  time,  too,  the  manufa£lurers  of 
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the  capital  were  either  ftarving  for  want  of  em* 
ployment,  or  kept  alive  by  eleemofynary  contribu- 
tions. Protefting  duties  for  thefe  famiflied  arti- 
fans  were  called  for,  and  Mr.  Fofter  oppofed  theia 
with  all  his  powers.  It  was  natural  that  the 
hurtgry  fliould  hate  the  man  who  thus  declared 
his  hoftility  to  meafures  which  it  was  hoped 
would  give  them  bread:  The  remote  operation  of 
laws,  however  wife,  the  bulk  of  the  nation  could 
not  forefee ;  and  even  if  they  could  forefee,  it 
would  not  relieve  the  preffure  of  prefenf  want,  or 
enable  the  famiihing  workman  to  fatisfy  the  calls 
of  nature. 

Whatever  Mr.  Fofter's  merits,  therefore,  might 
be,  the  populace,  reafoningfroih  what  was  obvious, 
inftead  of  what  was  remctte,  looked  on  him  with 
deteftation  ;  his  having  declared  an  opinion  againft 
the  utility  of  promoting  the  filk  manufafture,  was 
another  caufe  which  raifed  him^a  hoft  of  enemies^ 
This  prejudice  continued  for  feveral  years,  and  at 
one  time,  fuch  was  the  general  deteftation,  that  it 
was  thought  neceffary  to  giVe  him  a  guard  for  his 
proteftion. 

In  1785,  Mr.  "Fofter  was  appointed  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer ;  an  office,  for  which  his  com- 
prehenfive  and  methodical  mind,  addled  to  his  ex- 
tenfive  knowledge  of  the  fefources  of  the  countr)% 
admirably  fitted  hiiii.  In  1786  he,*  however,  re- 
figned  the  Chancellorfliip,  on  being  chofen  fpeaker 
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cf  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  which  dignifietl 
fituation  he  has  fince  continued.     At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  parliament,  the  frfends  of 
Mr;  W.  B.  Ponforiby  made  a  powerful  effort  in 
fupport  of  bis  pretenfions  to  the  chair;  but  they 
were  unable  to  cpunteraSl  that  influence  which 
the  experience,  talents,  and  information  of  Mr. 
Fofter  defervedly  gave  him.      He  was  accordingly 
chofen  then  by  a  large  majority ;  arid  by  the  pre- 
fent  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  was  elefted  without 
oppofitiori,  moft  oif  the  popular  members  having 
feceded.       *  . 

The  duties  of  this  high  office  are  difcharged  by 
him  with  great  ability.  Deeply  read  in'  the  law 
and  privileges  of.  parliament,  no.  incident  occurs  in 
whlcTi  he  is  not  able  to  guide  the  conduct  of  the 
houfe,  while  h?s  punftuality,  love  of  order,  and 
good  tafte,  give  facility  to  bufinefs,  and  a  dpcorous 
elegance  to  legiflative  arrangements. 

As  a  politician  Mr.  Fofter  feems  to  have  aSed 
fteadily  upon  one  principle,  that  of  promoting,  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  power,  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  fo 
far  as  thofe  interefts  did  not  interfere  with  any 
of  the  interefts. of  Great  Britain.  .  Where  a  com- 
petition CQuld  exift,  he  has  uniformly  been  fwaycd 
by  the  latter.  \  There  is  another  ftrong  feature  in 
his  political'  charafter;  he  has  always  profeffed 
himfclf  adverfe  to  the  admiffion  of  Catholics  to  the 
privileges  of  the  conftitution.     On  the  bill  for  al- 
lowing them  to  vote  at  elefiions,  he  delivered  a 
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fpeech  ligSmft  that  meafure,  con^efledly  the  beft 
which  was  made  in  either  houfe  on  the  fubjeft. 

In  private  life,  Mr,  Fofter  appears  rather  high 
bred  than  affable;  difplaying  more  of  the  lo%^ 
manners  of  the  laft  age,  than  the  eafy  and  familiar 
habits  of  the  prefent.  His  ftyle  of  living  is  mag- 
nificent, and  his  relifli  for  fiwprwiir^  infatiable.  To 
thefe  caufes,  perhaps,  it  is  to  be  attributed,  that, 
with  an  income  of  not  lefs  than  8000/,  per  annum^ 
be  is  ftill  an  embarraffed  man*  Mrs.  Fofter  was 
created  Bafonefs  Oriel  in  1790. 


CHARLis  BURNEY,  MUS.D.  FR.S. 

THIS  gentleman,  whofe  celebrity  is  equally 
great  in  the  literary  and  the  mufical  world,  is  a 
native  of  Shrewfbury,  and  was  bom  in  1726.  He 
received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  at  the  free 
grammar  fchool  of  that  town,  and  completed  it  at 
the  public  fchool  of  Chefter.  At  the  latter  place 
he  commenced  his  mufical  ftudi€$,  under  Mr. 
Baker,  organift  of  the  cathedral,  who  was  a  pupil 
of  Dr.  Blow. 

He  returned  to  Shrewfbury  about  the  year  1741, 
and  continued  the  ftudy  of  mufic,  under  his  half- 
brother,  Mr.  James  Burney,  who  was  an  eminent 
organift  and  teacher  of  mufic  in  that  town. 
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in  1 744  he  met  with  Dr.  Arnc  at  Cheftcr,  who 
perceiving  his  talents  to  be  refpcflable,  prevailed 
upon  his  friends  to  fend  him  to  London.  He  con- 
tinued to  profit  under  the  inftru6lions  of  that  cele- 
brated matter  fall  three  years.  Ih  1749,  he  was 
elefted  organift  of  St.  Diones  back-church.  Fen* 
church-ftreet,  with  an  annual  felary  of  only  thirty 
pounds ;  and  the  fame  year  was  engaged  to  take 
the  organ-part  at  the  new  concert  eftabli/hed  at  the 
King's-arms,  Cornhill,  inftead  of  that  which  had 
been  held  at  the  Swan  tavern,  burnt  down  the 
year  before.  At  this  time  he  compofed  for  Dniry- 
Jane  theatre  the  following  mufical  pieces,  viz. 
Robin  Hood,  a  comic  opera  by  Mofes  Mendez; 
and  Queen  Mab,  a  pantomime ;  'which  laft  had 
aftonifliing  fuccefs,  being  played  every  winter  for 
nearly  thirty  years. 

Bekig  in  an  ill  flate  of  health,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  his  phyiician$,  indicated  a  confumptioDt 
he  was  prevailed  upon  to  retire  into  the  country. 
Accordingly  he  went  to  Lynn  Regis,  in  Norfolk^ 
where  he  was  chofen  organift,  with,  a  falary  of  one 
hundred  pounds  a-year.  Here  he  continued  nine 
years,  and  formed  the  defign  of  compiling  his  G^- 
ttcral  Hiftory  of  Mujic. 

In  1760,  his  health  being  eftabliflied,  he  gladly 
returned  once  more  to  the  metropolis,  with  a  large 
and  young  family,  and  entered  upon  bis  profeffion 
ivith  an  increafe  of  profit  and  reputation.    Hi& 
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feldeft  daughter,  who  was  then  about  eight  years 
old,  obtained  great  noticei  in  the  mufical  world 
by  her  aftonifliing  performances  on  the  harpfi- 
chord. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  London,  he  compofed 
feveral  much-admired  concertos  j  and  in  1766  heJ 
brought  out  at  Drury-lane  theatre  a  tranflation  of 
RouflTeau's  Devin  du  Village^  which  he  had  executed 
during  his  refidence  at  Lynn-  It  had,  however, 
no  great  fuccefs. 

In  1769,  he  had  the  honorary  degree  of  Doftoi* 
of  Mufic  conferred  upon  him  by  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford ;  on  which  occafion  he  performed  ai^  exer- 
cif6  in  the  muiical  fchool  of  that  univerfity.  This 
cxercife,  confifting  of  an  anthem  of  great  length, 
with  an  overture,  airs,  recitatives,  and  chorufes, 
was  feveral  times  afterwards  performed  at  the  Ox- 
ford mufic  meetings;  and,  under  the  direflion  of 
the  famous  Emanuel  Bach,  in  St.  Katherine's 
church,  Hamburgh. 

The  year  following  he  travelled  through  France 
and  Italy,  as  well  with  a  view  to  improvement  in 
his  profeflion,  as  to  coUeft  materials  for  his  intend- 
ed Uiftory  of  Mufic ^  an  objeft  which  he  had  f^ldom 
out  of  his  mind,  from  the  time  he  firft  conceived 
the  idea  of  fuch  a  work:  In  1771,  he  publifhed 
his  "  Mufical  Tour;  or,  Prefent  State  of  Mufic  in 
France  and  Italy."  This  work  was  very  well  re- 
ceived by  the  public,  and  is  fo  good  a  model 
for  travellers  to  keep  their  journals  by,  that  Dn 
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Johnfon  profeffedly  adopted  it  as  his  wfaea  he 
Yifited  the  Hebrides.  Speaking  of  his  own  book^ 
''  I  had/'  faid  the  Doaor.  « that  clever  dog  Bur- 
"  ney's  Mufical  Tour  in  my  eye." 

In  1772,  he  travelled  through  the  Netherlands, 
Germany,  and  Holland,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the 
next  year  he  publifhed  an  account  of  his  journey 
in  two  volumes  o^avo.  The  fame  year  he  was  alfo 
clefted  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 

In  1776,  appeared  the  firft  volume  in  quarto  of 
his  "  General  Hijiory  of  Mufic**  The  remaining  vo- 
lumes of  this  very  elaborate  and  intelligent  wosl^ 
were  publiflied  at  irregular  periods;  and  the  five,  of 
which  it  now  coilfifts,  were  not  completed  till  the 
year  1789. 

.  In  1779,  at  the  dcfire  of  Sir  John  Pringle,  Dn 
Burney  drew  up  for  the  Philofi)phicatTtanla£lions 
*'  An  Account  of  Little  Crotch,  the  Infant  Mu*^ 
fician,  now  Profeffor  of  Mufic  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxfch-d.*'  The  grand  mufical  feftival  in  1785,  in 
commemoration  of  Handel,  held  in  Weftminfter 
abbey,  Was  confidered  as  deferving  of  a  particular 
memoir ;  the  hiftorianof  mufic  was  fixed  upon  as  the 
moft  proper  perfon  to  draw  it  up.  Accordingly,  the 
fame  year,  a  fplendid  volujme  was  published  by  Dn 
Burney,  in  quarto,  for  the  benefit  of  the  mufic:al 
fund.  In  this  work  the  Do£tor  difplayed  eminent 
talents  as  a  biographer^  and.  the  Life  of  Handel  is 
one  of  the  few  good  memoirs  which  exift  in  our 
language^ 
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In  1796,  he  publilhcd  the  "  Life  of  Metaftafio/' 
in  three  volumes,  oftavo;  but  this  performance 
wants  that  arrangement  and  judicious  feleftion 
which  charaderize  his  former  publications.  Bc- 
fides  thefe  produ£tioAs»  Dr.  Burney  wrote  "  The 
Cunning  Man  ;'*  **  An  Effay  towards  a  Hiftory 
ef  Comets ;'•  "Plan  of  a  Public  Mufic  School," 
&c.  &c. 

His  muiical  works,  in  addition  to  thofe  already 
tnentioned,  are:  Sonatas  for  two  Violins  and  a 
Bafs,  two  parts.  Six  Comet  Pieces,  with  an  In- 
trodu£lion  and  Fugue  for  the  Organ.  A  Cantata 
and  Songs.  *  Six  Duets  for  two  German  Flutes.  Six 
Concertos  for  Violins,  &c.  in  eight  parts.  Two 
Sonatas  for  a  Piano  Forte,  Violin,  and  Violoncello, 
two  parts.    Six  Harpfichord  Leflbns ;  &c.  &c. 

Dr.  Burney  has  been  twice  married,  and  has  had 
eight  children,  of  whom  feveral  have  manifefted 
very  fupcrior  abilities. 

.  His  eldeft  daughter  was  celebrated  for  her  ex- 
traordinary muiical  powers. 

The  fecondj  Madame  D'Arblay,  is  univerfally 
known  and  admired  as  the  author  of  Evelina,  Ce- 
cilia, and  Camilla. 

The  eldeft  fon,  James,  failed  round  the  world 
with  Captain  Cooke,  •  and  afterwards  commande4 
the  Briftol,  of  50  guns,  in  the  Eaft-Indies :  he  has 
poblifhed  fome  judicious  trafts  on  the  beft  means 
of  defending  our  Mand  againft  an  invading  enemy. 

The  fecond  fon,  Charles  Buahsy,  LL.D.  is 
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inafter  of  a  refpcftable  academy  at  Greenwich,  and 
well  known  in  the  learned  world  by  his  profound 
knowledge.of  the  Greek  language,  and  his  mafterly 
claflical  criticifms  in  the  Monthly  Review. 

For  many  years  Doftor  Burney  refided  in  the 
houfe  (No.  36,  St.  Martin'j-flreet,  Leicefter-fields) 
formerly  occupied  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  ;  during 
the  laft  ten  he  has  inhabited  an  elegant  fuit  of 
apartments  in  Chelfea  college,  where  he  enjoys  a 
handfome  independency.  He  fiill  fpends  fcveral 
hours  every  day  in  his  library,  which  is  Hored  with 
.  a  great  variety  of  valuable  and  curious  bookSj 
many  of  them  (:olleded  during  his  travels. 

P.Wt 


WILLIAM  HERSCHEL,  LL.D.  F.R.S. 

THIS  country  has  the  faircft  right  to  enrol  the 
fubjeft  of  the  prefent  article  in  the  number  of  her 
ornaments,  as  his  extraordinary  abilities  have  been 
brought  into  aftion,  ftrengthened,  and  properly 
dire£ted^  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Britiih  fove« 
reign. 

Dr.  William  Herfchel  is  9  native  of  Hanover» 
and  was  born  November  15,  1738.  He  was  the 
fecond  of  four  fons,-  all  of  whom  were  brought 
up  to  their  father's  profeffion,  which  wa«  that  of 
»  muficianr    In  addition  to  thcfe,  Mr.  Herfchel, 
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fenior,  liad  two  daughters;  and  thereforCj  bur- 
dened  with  fo  large  a  family,  and  in  a  poor  country 
too,  it  is  not  at  all  a  matter  of  wonder  that  the  edu- 
cation which  he  beftowed  on  his  children  was  but 
fcanty»  Finding,  however,  in  William  a  lively  and 
inquifitive  genius,  beyond  what  appeared  in  the^ 
other  fons,  he  gave  him  the  advantage  of  a  French 
mailer,  under  whom  he  made  a  rapid  progrefs  in 
the  attainment  of  that  language.  Luckily,  the  tutor 
had  a  metaphyiical  head,  and  fo  fond  was  he  of  his 
favourite  ftudy,  as  well  asthofe  branches  of  fcience 
which  are  conne^ed  with  it,  that  he  was  defirous 
of  making  his  pupil  acquainted  therewith.  From 
this  worthy  man  young  Herfchel  gained  a  tolerable 
knowledge  of  logic,  ethics,  and  metaphyfics ;  and 
his  attainments  therein  excited  in  his  mind  a  ftrong 
and  infatiable  third  for  learning,  with  the  com* 
mendable  refolution  of  exerting  himfelf  to  the  ut- 
Hioft  to  improve  his  flock  of  intelle^ual  treafures« 
Thefe,  indeed,  were  all  his  inheritance,  except  a 
mufical  inftrument,  and  fome  manufcript  mufic* 
With  this  flore,  unpromifing  as  it  was,  our  adven« 
turer  bade  adieu  to  his  native  country  while  the 
Barnes  of  war  were  fpreading  around  it,  and  ar« 
Hved  in  London  in  the  year  1759*  Here  he  was 
loft  in  the  crowd  of  candidates  for  employment, 
and  we  may  well  fuppofe  that  his  iituation  in  a 
ftrange  country,  without  friends,  and  in  but  indif- 
ferent circumltances,  mufi  have  been  both  painful 
90d  irkfome,    Mr.  Herichel  had  not  only  a  fteady 
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but  a  virtuous  mind.  Hereby  he  was  enabled  not 
only  to  bear  up  with  fortitude  againft  difapp<MnU 
ments,  but  to  perfevere  with  alacrity  in  improving' 
himfelf  in  an  occupation^  which  hardly  ieemed  to 
promife  him  a  comfortable  fubfifteace* 

Finding  but  little  profpeft:  of  fu^ceedtng  to  hi* 
wiih  in  the  metropolis,  he  prudently  refolved  upon 
going  into  the  country ;  where  mufical  profeflbrs 
being  few,  the  chaftice  of  fucqcfc  muft  be  the  greater. 
After  vifiting  different  places  in  the  north  of 
England,  his  good  fortune  brought  him  to  HaUr 
fax,  where  an  organift  being  wanted,  his  merits 
were  tried,  and  he  procured  the  appointment. 
Here  he  alfo  taught  muiic  with  approbation  and 
profit.  The  love  of  learning  ftill  prevailed,  and  at 
this  place  he  devoted  his  fpare  hours  to  the  ftudy 
of  the  languages,  beginning  with  the  Italian,  oit 
account  of  its  intimate  connection  with  his  pro*f 
feflion.  From  the  Italian  he  proceeded  to  tho 
Latin,  in  which  he  made  an  eminent  progrefs. 
Jle  then  attempted  the  Greek,  but  after  a  little  ap- 
plication he  abandoned  the  iludy  of  this  language^ 
confidering  it  as  too  dry  ^d  abftrafted  for  his 
purpofe. 

In  thefe  purfuits  Mr.  Herfchel  was  entirely  felf* 
taught ;  and  he  holds  out,  in  confequence,  an  exce|« 
lent  and  pertinent  example  to  thofe  young  peribaa 
wbofe  education  has  been  circumfcribed  within 
pommon  limits,  through  the  penury  pr  narrow* 
niin(}edn!sf8  of  thejr  friends. 
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A  determined  heart,  and  perfevering  appUcation^ 
we  fee»  from  this  infiance^  will  overcome  obftacles 
that  are  apparently  infurmountable. 

But  it  was  not  to  the  dead  and  living  languages 
only  that  Mr.  Herfchel  bent  his  ardent  and  refo- 
lute  mind.  He  attempted  to  gain  a  knowlege  of 
the  mod  abftrufe  fciences.  His  firft  effort  was  to 
make  himfelf  matter  of  the  theory  of  harmonies -y  and 
it  is  obfeivable,  that-Jthe  book  which  he  made 
choice  of  for  this  purpofe,  was  no  other  than  the 
profound  and  intricate  treatife  of  the  learned  Dr. 
Smith  upon  that  fubjed.  He  got  through  this 
work,  however,  without  any  afiiftances  and  fo 
great  was  the  pleafure  which  he  derived  from  it, 
that  he  refolved  upon  ftudying  the  other  branches 
of  mathematical  learning.  -  He  began  with  alge^ 
bra,  which  he  foon  maflered  ;  thence  he  proceeded 
to  Euclid,  and  fo  on  to  fluxions.  The  ground- 
work being  thus  laid,  the  ftudy  of  the  other  fciences 
became  eafy. 

His  fituation  at  Halifax  was  favourable  to  his 
grammatical  and  mathematical  purfuits;  audit  is 
well  that  he  ihus  laid  in  a  thorough  (lock  of  found 
knowlege  in  what  may  be  called  his  retirement. 
In  1 766  he  exchanged  this  place  for  one  of  a  veiy 
different  defcription,  being  ele£ted  organift  to  the 
O£tagon  chapel  at  Bath.  Here  he  entered  at  once 
upon  a  great  round  of  profeffional  bufinefst  per- 
forming at  the  rooms,  theatre,  oratAios,  and  pul>- 
lie  and  private  concerts,  befides  having  a  great 
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number  of  pupils.  In  fuch  a  hurry  of  cmploy- 
inent,  and  in  the  immediate  circle  of  luxury  and 
amufement,  very  few  men  of  Mr.  Herfchel's  pro* 
fe0jon  and  age  would  have  found  time  to  purfue 
ftudies  feemingly  fo  unprofitable  and  uninterefting 
as  mathematics. 

So  far,  however,  from  relaxing  in  his  fcientific 
ftudres,  he  purfued  them  with  increafing  ardour^ 
and  after  a  day  of  hard  labour,  he  commonly  re- 
tired at  night  to  his  mathematical  books,  and  fpent 
fnany  hours  in  an  unwearied  attention  to  the  moft 
abftrufe  queftions  in  geometry  and  fluxions. 

In  the  Ladies'  Diary,  for  1780,  appeared  an  ele- 
gant and  profound  anfwer  by  him  to  a'  very  diffi- 
cult prize-queftion,  refpefting  the  vibrations  of  a 
mufical  chwd  loaded  in  the  middle  with  a  fmall 
weight. 

About  this  time  his  ftudies  were  chiefly  direfied 
to  optics  and  aftronomy.  The  pleafure  which  he 
had  experienced  from  viewing  the  heavens  through 
a  twofeet  Gregorian  teiefcope,  which  he  bor- 
rowed at  Bath,  made  him  deiirous  of  pofieffing  a 
complete  fet  of  aftronomical  inftruments.  His  firft 
pbje£l  was  to  get  a  larger  teiefcope ;  and  being 
ignorant  of  the  price  at  which  fuch  inftruments 
are  ufually  charged,  he  deiired  a  friend  in  Lon« 
don  to  buy  one  for  him.  This  gentleman,  fur* 
prifed  at  the  fum  demanded  for  the  teleicope, 
declined  purdiafing  it  till  he  had  informed  Mn 
Herfchel  of  the  circumftance.    Our  aftronomer's 
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aftanilhment  was  equal  to  that  of  his  friend's ;  but 
inftead  of  dropping  his  purfuit,  he  formed  what 
many  would  Jiave  regarded  as  a  moft  romantic  re* 
folution^  that  of  making  a  telefcope  for  hiififelf.  He 
did  not  content  himfelf  with  a  fpeculative  idea^ 
but  from  the  fcanty  inftruftions  he  could  gather 
out  of  optical  treatifes,  adtually  fet  about  this  ardu- 
ous undertaking.  Difappointment  fucceeded  difap* 
pointment ;  but  all  this  only  ferved  to  a£t  as  a  (U- 
mulus  to  his  ardent  mind,  and  at  length  his  perfever- 
ance  was  crowned  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that,  in  1774^ 
he  enjoyed  the  exquifitefatisfa£lion  of  beholding  the 
heavens  through  a  five-feet  Newtonian  refle£tor  of 
his  own  workmanfliip.  Our  modem  Galileo  did  not 
reft  at  this  attainment,  great  as  it  was,  but,  witli 
a  laudable  ambition,  fet  about  making  inftruments 
of  a  greater  magnitude  than  had  hitherto  been 
known.  After  conftrufting  thofe  of  feven,  and 
even  ten  feet,  be  thought  of  forming  one  not  lefa 
than  double  the  latter  fize.  So  great* was  his  pa- 
tience,  fo  determined  his  perfeverance,  that  in 
perfeQing  the  parabolical  figure  of  a  feven-feet 
telefcope,  he  did  not  make  lefs  than  two  hundred 
fpecula  before  he  obtained  one  that  would  bear 
any  power  that  was  applied  to  it. 

While  be  was  thus  laborioufly  employed  in 
his  mathematical  purfuits>.  he  did  not  negieS  the 
inunediate  duties  of  his  profeffion.  Yet  fo  much 
did  his  new  occupation  engage  his  mind^  that 
he  has  frequently  fiolen  from  the  theatre  or  the 
coac$rt-room  to  look  at  the  ftarsj  and  then  retuni 
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again  in  time  to  bear  his  part  among  the  itiufica] 
performers-  This  conftancy  to  Urania  was  at  length 
moft  bountifully  rewarded,  by  the  difcovery  of  a 
new  planet  in  our  fyftem,  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  Georgium  Sidns ;  but  which  foreign  aftro- 
nomers  have  generally  termed  Herfcbel. 

This  important  difcovery  was  made  in  the  night 
of  the  13th  of  March,  1781.  It  was  by  no  means 
a  mere  accidental  circumftance  which  favoured 
our  aftronomer-  with  the  view  of  this  planet ;  but 
the  refult  of  a  regular,  patient,  and  fcientific  chun 
of  obfervations.  When  he  firft  fiiw  it,  he  was  not 
quite  certain  that  it  belonged  to  our  fyftetn ;  but  a 
clofer  enquiry  enabled  him  to  afcertain  with  exa£l- 
nefs  its  planetary  diflc»  as  well  as  its  motion. 

This  difcovery  was  communicated  the  &me  year 
to  the  Roy&I  Society ;  and  in  confequence  of  it^ 
Mr.  Herfchel  was  unanimoufly  elefted  a  member^ 
and  had  the  annual  goldf  medal  bellowed  up<m  him 
for  his  fervice  to  the  interefts  of  fcience. 

The  year  following  his  Majefty  took  him  under 
his  immediate  patronage,  aud  conftituted  him  his 
aftronohier,  with  a  handfome'peniion.  On  this  he 
quitted  Bath  and  hismufical  inftruments,  and  went 
to  live  at  Slough  near  Windfor,  at  a  houfe. appointed 
for  him  by  his  royal  matter. 

Here  he  was  enabled  to  carry  on  bis  projeQs 
with  vigour^  and  thofe  which  had  hitherto  failed  of 
fuccefs  were  now  brought  ta  perfedion.  While  at 
Bath,  he  had  formed  die  bold  fckeme^f  conftti|£liiig 
a  telefcope  of  thirty  feet,  and  aftually  made  fevenil 
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trials  to  carry  his  objea  into  eflFeft.  But  though 
he  failed  there,  fince  his  refidence  at  Wihdfor  h« 
has  far  exceeded  *this  defign^  and  completed  an  in- 
firument  of  no  lefs  than  forty !  The  irregularities  in 
the  fpeculum,  and  the  impoffibility  of  rendering  the 
parts  of  fo  enormous  an  inftrument  as  this  mathe- 
matically exa£l,  have  hitherto  prevented  his  being 
able  to  make  any  a£hial  obfervations  with  it.  It  is 
a  vulgar  error,  that  the  difcoveries  of  Dr.  Herfchel 
have  been  occ^Honed  by  .the  enormous  magnifying 
power  of  his  telefcope ;  the  faGt  is,  that  no  fuch 
large  power  is  neceflary,  or  ufeful;  and  that  all 
Dn  Herfchers  difcoveries  have  been  made  with 
reflectors  of  from  ten  to  twenty  feet,  and  with 
powers  of  from  fixty  to  three  hundred.  His  difco- 
veries are  to  be  ^fcribed  to  his  laudable  perfever- 
ance,  and  not  to  the  fize  of  his  great  telefcope, 
which  is  rather  an  ohjeSt  of  curioHty  than  of  utility* 
*  In  1783  he  difcovered  a  volcanic  mountain  in 
the  moon,  and  in  1787  made  further  obfervations 
upon  that  planet,  and  found  two  others  therein^ 
yrhich  emitted  fire  from  their  fummits.  In  profe- 
cuting  his  enquiries  refpefting  his  own  planet  (if 
we  may  be  allowed  fo  to  exprefs  ourfelves),  he 
has  difcovered  it  to  be  furrounded  with  rings,  and 
to  have  (ix  fatellites. 

For  all  thefe  important  additions  to  the  ftoclt  of 

national  knowledge,  our  aftr6nomer  had  the  ho- 

-^  nour  of  receiving  from  the  univerfity  of  Oxfiord  the 

degree  of  a  Doctor  of  Laws ;  which  is  the  more  ere- 

Stable,  as  that  learned  body  is  very  fparing  of  its 
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academic  honours  upon  perfons  who  have  not  been 
educated  within  its  walls. 

Dr.  Herfchel  has  been  a  regular  contributor  to 
the  I^hilofophical  Tranfa£lions  ever  fince  his  firft 
communication  in  1781,  refpefting  his  difcovery  of 
the  new  planet.  Some  of  his  papers  are  extremely 
curious  r  and  he  has  hazarded  a  few  bold  conjec- 
tures refpe£ling  the  fun,  and  other  planetary  bodies^ 
which  would  hardly  have  been  received  from  a  lefs 
accurate  obferver. 

In  his  aflronomical  purfuits  the  doGtox  is  materi- 
ally aflifted  by  his  fifter,.Mifs  Caroline  Herfchel, 
who  has  diftinguiibed  herfelf  greatly  by  her  appli- 
cation to  this  fublime  ftudy,  and  has  communicated 
to  the  Royal  Society  fome  very  ingenious  reports 
of  obfervations  made  by  her  upon^the  ftarry  orbs. 

Dr.  Herfchel  is  a  man  of  unaffuming  manners, 
a  free,  communicative,  and  pleafant  companion ; 
and  enjoys  that  vigour  of  conftitution  which  is  fo 
eflential  to  an  aflronomical  obferver  in  a  climate 
like  that  of  England.  It  may  be  hoped,  that  his 
name  will  endure  as  long  as  the  planetary  fyflemt 
to  illuftrate  which  he  has  devoted  his  life. 


SIR  NASH  GROSE, 


IS  a  native  of  London,  and  fon  of  Edward  Grofe^ 
Efq.  Being  defigned  for  the  bar,  he  was  admitted 
of  Linpob's  fon^  in  TrUiity  term^  1 756,    In.  a  ftiort 
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time  he  difcdvered  very  rcfpe£lable  profeflional 
abilities,  and  eftabliftied  a  charaSler  which  foon 
procured  him  an  extenfive  (hare  of  bufinefs. 

After  about  eight  years'  prafitice  as  a  barrlfter,  he 
was  called  to  the  degree  of  fergeant,  and  being 
confidered  as  a  found  lawyer,  on  the  deceafe  of 
that  mo't  refpeftable  man,  the  late  patriotic  Ser- 
geant Glynn^  he  took  the  lead  in  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas.  Mr.  Grofe  had  the  happinefs 
of  uniting  what  very  few  attain,  the  talent  of 
a  fpecial  pleader  with  a  confiderable  portion  of 
eloquence. 

In  1787,  without  the  intervention  of  great 
friends,  powerful  alliances,  or  parliamentary  inte- 
reft,  he  was  raifed  to  a  feat  in  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  of  which  he  is  now  the  third  judge :  and 
foon  after  this  promotion  his  majefty  conferred  the 
honour  of  knighthood  upon  him. 

In  his  judicial  capacity,  he.  has  condu6ted  him^ 
felf  Co  as  to  avoid  refle£lion  or  reproach  ;  and  this» 
in  the  prefent  times,  evinces  no  fmall  vdegree  of  in- 
tegrity. Being  entirely  unconne£led  with  political 
parties,  he  cannot  reafonably  hope  to  fucceed  to 
the  Chief  Jufticefhip  of  either  of  the  courts,  and 
therefore  has  no  other  objeft  in  view  but  to  dif- 
penfe  juilice  with  credit  to  himfelf  and  advantage 
to  the  public}  for  he  is  now  arrived,  at  what  to 
him  may  be  looked  on  as  the  nc  plus  ultra  of  hit 
pro£eflion. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C    3<5«    1 


MR.  KEMBLS, 

IS  brother  to  the  celebrated  afirefs,  Mrs.  Sid^ 
dons,  and  the  eldeft Ton  of  Mr.  Roger  Kemble,  whd 
was  many  years  manager  of  an  itinerant  company 
of  comedians. 

When  a  boy,  Mr,  K.  ufed  to  appear  on  his  fa- 
ther's ftage  in  fuch  characters  as  fuited  his  9ge,  but 
was  not  by  him  defigned  for  a  theatrical  life.  The 
Kemble  family  are  catholic,  and  the  old  gentle- 
'  man  placed  his  foil  John  at  a  Roman  catholic  aca' 
demy  in  StafFordfliire  ;  whence  he  was  fent  to  the 
Englifh  college  at  Donay,  in  order  to  be  qualified 
for  the  church. 

While  there,  he  was  equally  noted  for  the 
ftrength  of  his  memory,  and  admired  (or  his  happf 
mode  of  delivery. 

But  being  at  length  tired  of  the  college  tram- 
mels, he  forfo6k  his  ftudies,  and  returned  to  Eng- 
land, before  the  age  of  twenty,  without  his  father's 
confent.  Having  landed  at  Briftol,  he  walked  to 
Gloucefter,  where  hearing  thtit  the  company  was 
at  Brecknock,  he  proceeded  thither,  but  met  with 
a  oool  reception  4  his  father,  indeed;  actually  re- 
fofed  to  rtliere  him;  but  the  Jiftors  geHefouily 
affifted  him  with  money,  by  way  of  fubfcripdon^ 
to  which  his  father,  according  to  a  report,  which 
we  truft  is  unfounded,  was  with  difficulty  per- 
fuaded  to  add  a  guinea ! 
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On  this,  he  returned  to  Gloucefter(hire  with  hjis 
pittance,  and  joined  Chamberlin's  company,  with 
whom  he  made  his  firft  elTay  on  the  ftage  of  a  fmali 
town  in  that  county.  His  profits  from  this  were 
fcanty  and  his  dillrefs  great,  which  fometimes  in- 
volved him  in  rather  ludicrous  fituations. 

Kemble*s  chief  fault  feen^ed  to  be  an  unaccount* 
able  negligence,  but  he  was  dill  looked  on  as  a 
rifing  aftor.  In  hopes  of  procuring  more  profit 
and  reputation  than  his  prefent  fituation  afforded 
him,  he  joined  with  the  manager  of  Cheltenham 
theatre,  in  order  to  give  a  mifcellaneous  enjtertain- 
ment.  Young  Kemble  was  to  lefture,  and  his 
partner  to  entertain  the  company  with  JiighU^ef^ 
band  tricks !  Kemble  obtained  great  credit  by  his 
eloquence,  but  neither  of  them  gained  much 
money;  and  we  have  only  to  lament,  that  fuch 
men  fhould  have  been  reduced  fo  low  by  the 
frowns  of  the  fickle  goddefs. 

After  this,  our  theatrical  hero  joined  a  com* 
pany  at  Worcefler,  where  he  remained  until  his 
iifter  introduced  him  to  Mr.  Younger;  from  which 
time  he  gradually  improved,  until  he  obtained  a 
high  degree  of  eminence  in  his  profeifion. 

About  this  period  he  produced  "  Bellifarius,'* 
m  tragedy,  and  a  poem  called  ''The  Palace  of 
Mercy." 

From  Younger*s  company  he  was  introduced  to 
|hat  of  Mr.  Witkinfon,  at  York ;  who  being  ap* 
pointed  manager  at  Edinburgh,  took  him  along 
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with  hun ;  there  he  ^as  weJl  received,  and  deli- 
vered a  leHure  <m  orfitpry^  wf^ich  gained  him  reputa- 
*  tUm  as  a  m^n  of  letters.  . 

Mf.  Kemble  played  in  Dublin  in  i78;t,  ^t 
Smock-^lley  theatre,  and  fucceedefl  admirably, 
particularly  in  Jephfon's  "  Count  of  Narbonnc." 
liis  After  foon  after  procure4  him  an  engagement 
at  Drury-Une  theatre. 

His  firft  appearance  in  the  metropolis  was  iq  Ham- 
let, and  but  few  firft  appearances  in  London  have 
given  greater  fatisfaftion.  His  folenm  demeanor 
and  ftyle  of  af^ing  are  admirably  fuited  to  the  cha- 
racter. He  has  often  repeated  it,  but  always  m  an 
ifliproved  ftate ;  and  his  Hamlet  is  now,  perhaps, 
as  finiflied  a  portrait  as  any  on  the  ftage*  Since 
that  period  he  has  performed  a  great  variety  of 
tragic  charafters,  always  refpeftably,  and  fome* 
times  with  acknowledged  excellence. 

His  perfon,  atHon,  and  deportment,  joined  to  a 
diftin£l  and  cl^flkral  utterance,  fit  him  particularly 
for  a  tragedian.  The  pathetic  complaints  of  Jaf- 
fier  are,  however,  delivered  with  torpor,  nor  is  his 
voice  equal  to  the  burfts  of  r^tge  in  Richard^  or 
Macbeth.  In  the  lover  he  is  alfo  deleflivei 
but  in  the  defpair  of  Beyerly,  the  jealoufy  of 
Othello,  and  the  inquietude  of  -royal  John,  he  ig 
peculiarly  fuccefsfuj.  His  great  fault  is  the  always 
aiming  at  being  origmal.  In  whi^h  heffequeMly 
fiUis ;  but  yet  in  thofe  attempts  he  fom^times  ftrikea 
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out  new  beauties.  Chi  the  whole,  he  is  one  of 
the  fitft  performers  of  the  prefettt  day. 

Mn  Kemble  has  produced  a  farce  called  the 
'*  Projefts,"  and  has  altered  Bickerftaffs  comcdf  of 
**  Tis  Wen  it's  no  Worfe'*,  into  a  farce  called  the 
**  Pannel,"  as  well  as  Louvet's  "Lodoiflca ;"  he  has 
alfo  fitted  the  old  play  of  "  Love  in  many  MaUcs'* 
for  the  modern  ftage. 

On  Mr.  King's  quitting  the  management .  of 
Drury-lane,  Mr.  Kemble  was  appointed  his  fuc* 
ceflbr  s  but  it  is  certain  the  houfe  under  his  control 
was  not  very  fucceisful :  this>  however^  may  be  atr 
tributed  partly  to  want  of  tafte  in  the  town,  m4 
partly  to  want  of  countenance  in  a  certain  quarter  $ 
for  he  afluredly  poffefles  the  talents  requifite  to 
judge  of  new  pieces,  and  a  fufficient  knowledge  of 
the  ihige  to  get  up  fuch  as  are  old  in  the  beft 
nianner. 

Mr.  Kemble  married  the  widow  of  the  late  Mn 
Brereton.  It  is  faid  that  the  daughter  of  a  deceafed 
minifter  of  ftate  was  ftrongly  attached  to  him,  which 
coming  to  the  father's  ears,  he  prudently  offered 
A  fortune  of  3000  /.  on  condition  he  would  many, 
immediately,  any  lady  he  liked.  He  according^ 
caft  his  eyes  on  Mrs.  Brereton,  and  tiius  fecured  to 
himfelf  a  confiderable  acceffion  of  fortune,  and  a 
mod  excellent  wife. 
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This  ladv,  fo  well  known,  and  fo  much  refpefl- 
ed  in  the  literacy  world,  is  the  only  daughter  of  the 
reverend  Mr.  Seward,  reftor  of  Eyam,  in  Derby- 
(hire ;  prebendary  and  canon-refidentiary  of  Litch* 
field. 

Being  an  author  himfelf,  he  was  fond  of  giv- 
ing his  daughter  a  tafte  for  letters,  particularly 
{>oetry;  and  at  the  early  age  of  three  years  Ihe 
could  repeat  the  L'Allegro  of  Milton:  and  at 
nine  (he  could  recite  the  three  firft  books  of  Para- 
dife  Loft  with  fpirit  and  propriety.  About  the 
fame  age  (he  converted  feveral  of  the  pfalms  into 
Erigli(h  verfc. 

3  But  her  mother  not  approving  this  tuhi  for 
poetry,  perfuaded  her  to  relinquifli  her  literary 
purfuits;  (he  ftill,  however,  indulged  now  and 
then  in  her  beloved  occufJation,  and  facrificed  by 
ftealth  to  the  mufes. 

A  friend  of  the  family  Happening  to  doubt  whe- 
ther the  poems  (hewn  as  her's  had  not  received 
fome  paternal  afliftance,  he  called  one  evening 
when  he  knew  her  father  was  abfent,  and  requeft- 
ed  the  young  lady  to  favour  him  with  a  few  lines 
on  any  fubjeft,  adding  "  Let  de  write  a  ftaiiza, 
**  and  you  finifli  it  j"  he  accordingly  indited  one, 
and  left  her:  on  the  fucceeding  rooming  (he  pre- 
fented  him  with  fome  verfes,  which  convinced  turn 

of  her  merit  and  his  own  in  ju  ftice.^ 
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On  the  death  of  an  only  and  beloved  fifter^ 
which  happened  a  few  years  after,  (he  wrote  an 
Elegy  as  (he  was  (itting  in  the  garden,  Other 
poems  flowed  rapidly  from  her  pen  j  and  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  late  Lady  Miller,  of  Bath- 
Eafton,  (he  was  a  frequent  and  fuccefsful  candi- 
date  for  the  prize  beftowed  at  that  villa. 

Her  firft  regular  publication  was  a  beautiful  • 
Elegy  on  the  death  of  Captain  Cook,  whicl^with 
an  *•  Ode  to  the  Sun"  (a  Bath-Eafton  prize  poem)» 
were  publi(hed  in  quarto  (1780).    In  the  couife 
of  the  next  year,  (he  compofed  a  **  Monody**  on* 
her  friend  Major  Andre.      Thcfe  two  produ£lions 
induced  Dr.  Darwin  to  fay,  that  (he  was  the  inven*  ' 
trefs  of  "  epic  elegy/*    Since  that  period,  (lie  has 
written  "  A  Poem  to  the  Memory  of  Lady  Miller;-* ' 
"  Louifa,"  a  poetical  novel;  an  Ode  on  "  GeneraF 
Elliot's  return  from  Gibralter  j"  and  **  Llangollen 
Vale." 

Mifs  Seward  has  alfo  diftingui(hed  herfelf  a$^ 
a  tranflator,  for  (lie  has  clothed  one  of  the  moft 
elegant  of  the  Latin  poets  in  an  £ngK(h  drefs, 
having  prefented  the  public  with  a  new  ver(ion  of 
feveral  of  the  Odes  of  Horace,  They  have  been 
thought  fomewhat  too  difFufe,  but  are  aHowed  to 
exhibit  proofs  of  a  clai^cal  tafte  and  fine  imagi* 
pation.  ' 
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BARL  OF  CLARE^ 

LORD  HIGH  CHANCELLOR  OF  IRl^LAKD. 

-WHETHER  we  confider  the  importance  re- 
fultiQg  from  official  iituation,  or  that  which  great 
a£iivity,  confideralsle  talents,  and  inde&tigable 
%tAy  alw4y»  attach  to  their  poflbflbr,  tbi$  noble- 
TD^  is.  certftinly  the  firft  .man  in  the  Irifh  admi- 
nifhration*;  Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  that  un* 
happy,  country,  fo  far  as  that  fate  is  influenced  by 
tl)e  prefent  f^onteft,  it  may  be  fairly  attributed  to 
his  wiiidom  or  to  his  weaknefs^  to  his  firmnefs  or 
to  his  folly. 

'  jLord  Clare,  although  x»>w  occupying  the  highcfl 
lafWKiffice  in  Ireland,  .and  pQflfefling  aknoft  unli- 
n}i):ed  iofiuence  in  its  councils,  cannot  boaft  a  long 
line  of  noble  ancefiors. 

He  is  removed  but  two  degrees  from  a  man  in 
th<$  humbleft  walk  of  fociety — a  (atboHc  peafant — 
vvflioie  life  was  diftinguiflied  only  by  a  gradual 
traniition  from  extreme  poverty  to  an  honourable 
^ompetencyjt  and  that  too  acquired  by  ufeful  in- 
d«iSry. 

With  the  change  produced  in  the  circumfiances 
of  the  family,,  a  change  feems  to  ha\?e  ?Ifo  tak^en 
place  in  its  creed,  for  while  ypt  ^  ver}'  young  man, 
we  find  the  late  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  his  lordfhip's 
father,  a  (launch  ^nd  zealpus  proteftant.  It  is  faid, 
howwer,  that  he  was  originally  deftined  to  officiate 
ab  aLfM)pi(h  altar,  and  that  he  liad  a£iua|ly  received 
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the  education  which  was  c6tifidcred  necefikry  to 
fit  him  for  that  ftatioft.  If  this  account  be  true,  it 
is  at  leaft  certain  that  either  the  maturity  of  his 
judgment,  or  a  change  in  his  views,  fooii  made  him 
reecnf  bis  &rors ;  for  he  was  yet  in  early  life,  when 
he  was  called  to  the  Irifli  bar,  to  which  catholics 
were  then  inadmiflible,  and  at  which  he  afterwards 
became  a  highly- efteemed  and  fuccefsful  pleader. 

During  that  period,  the  bofinefs  of  the  courts 
was  monopolized  by  a  few  eminent  barfiflers  j  but 
the  talents  and  the  induftry  of  Mr.  Fil2gtbbd«i 
forced  him  forward  in  fpite  of  envy,  and  in  a  few 
years  he  himfelf  became  one  of  thofe  who,  in  fome 
reipeds,  claimed  all  the  honours  and  the  emolu^' 
ments  of  the  profeffion.  So  fuccefeful  indeed*  was 
he,  that  in  the  conrfe  of  a  life  not  uncommonly 
long,  he  is  faid  to  have  rfealifed  a  fortune  of  nearly 
8000/.  per  annum. 

Of  this  gentleman,  Lord  Glare  was  the  only  fon. 
A  profefl&on  in  which  the  father  had  been  fo  fuc- 
cefsful was  naturally  chofen  by  him  for  a  fevourite 
child,  who  was  to  fupport  the*  future  fortunes  and 
honours  of  the  family.  He  was  accordingly  en* 
tered  at  ah  early  age  a  ftudent  of  the  univerfity  of 
Dublin,  where  he  was  contemporary  with  fome  of 
the  moft  celebrated  men-  who  have  diftinguiihed 
themfelves  in  all  the  recent  and  important  tranf- 
a€frons  that  have  occurred  in  Ireland ;  fuch  as 
the  late  Mr.  Flood,  Mr.  G rattan,  Mr.  Fofter,  the 
prefent  fpeaker  of  the  Irifh  Commons,  &c.  He  is 
yet  remembered  by  fome  of  the  old  members  of 
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that  feminary,  on  account  of  the  ability  and  in- 
duftry  which  even  then  marked  his  chara^er. 

Having  completed  his  courfe  of  collegiate  flu- 
dies,  and  kept  his  terms  at  the  Temple,  he  was  at 
length  called  to  the  Iri(h  bar,  with  advantages 
poflefled  by  few  at  the.  outfct  of  life,  and  thefe 
were  fupported  by  a  high  charafter,  and  a  fortune 
which,  even  independent  of  any  encreafe  from  the 
fuccefs  of  fqrenfic  labours,  fecured  to  him  fome- 
thing  infinitely  beyond  a  competence.  Affluence, 
however,  did  not  produce  in  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  what  is 
too  commonly  its  effe£t  on  th^  youthful  mind— an 
indolent  apathy,  His  aiSduity  in  profeiSonal  pur- 
fuits  was  not  exceeded  by  any  of  his  rivals  at  the 
bar;  and  though  there  was  no  man  who  drank 
more  deeply  of  the  cup  of  pleafure,  yet  few  tpiled 
through  more  bufinefs,  or  in  the  difcharge  of  it 
difplayed  more  of  that  accuracy  of  knowledge 
which  is  the  refult  only  of  attentive  indullry. 

It  was  by  the  pbfervance  of  a  rule  qf  life  which 
none  but  ftrong  minds  haye  ever  prefcribed  to 
(hemfelves,  namely,  ''  to  fufier  no  portion  of  time 
to  pafs  without  filling  it  either  with  bufin^fs  or  with 
pleafure,"  that  Mr.  F.  was  enabled  to  unite  thofe 
geners^Uy  incompatible  purfuits.  With  fuch  ap- 
plication, and  with  talents  certainly  above  the 
common  level,  though  perhaps  far  below  that  at 
which  his  friends  would  place  them,  he  foon  rofe 
to  eminence. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  which  he  became 
a  member  (hortly  after  his  call  to  the  bar^  by  the 
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operation  of  tfai$  principle^  aided  by  a. kind  of 
eloquence^  which^  though  it  was  ocitfaer  very  brilli- 
ant nor  very  perfualive,  yet  being  accompanied  by.  a 
certain  air  of  confident  fuperiority»  a  confiderable 
efkGt  was  produced;  and  he  was  foon  efteemed 
one  of  the  mod  efficient  fupporters  of  the  party 
he  efpoufed. 

Without  aiFe£iing  popularity  at  any  tin^e^  he 
launched  into  political  life,  uninvited  and  un* 
bought^  the  partifan  of  the  court,  and  the  profeff- 
ed  conttmuev  of  th^  prpf^um  vftlgHs :  in  this  Senti- 
ment he  has  been  wonderfully  confident.  From 
his  firft  entrance  he  has  not,  in.  one  fingle  in- 
fiance,  ftarted  from  the  track  before  him.  His 
condud  has  |>een  marked  by  an  Unvaried  and 
uniform  foipport  of  the  Britiih  cabinet,  and  an 
avowed,  perhaps  a  revolting  contempt,  for  the 
principles,  motives*  and  obje£is^  of  what  has  been 
called  the  popular  party. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  parliament,  before  the 
calamities  brought  upon  Ireland  by  the  continu- 
ance of  the  American  conteft,  rendered  it  necefTary 
to  feek,  in  an  enlargement  of  her  commerce,  for 
feme  remedy  againfi  a  general  bankruptcy,  The 
Commons,  urged  by  the  cries  of  a  familhing  peo- 
ple, called  for  what  was  then  denominated  '^  a  free 
f'  trade,"  and  Mr..F.  much  to  his  hoftour,  dUnot 
cppr/e  the  application.  The  defencekfs  ftate  in 
which  the  kingdom  had  been  left,  by  drawing  off 
the  troops  to  ferve  on  a  diftant  continent,  fuggefted 
|o  the  community  the  nec^ty  of  arming  for  fe)f- 
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defence.  Mr.  F.  appean^d  in  the  taiiks  as  a  prh- 
Ttate;  -bat  it  wouki:  toe  unjuft  to  charge  him  with 
partidpftlipg  m  thofe  high^fUmn  fefttiments  of 
national  pf  idc^  dud  love  of  freedom^  which  foon 
hegaft  to  aSuafte^^be  volimteet  army,  and  whkh 
no  (k>ubt  gave  f^me'  (Iringth  to  the  fubfequent  de- 
claration of  legiflative  independence  by  the  Irilh 
parltam^nt.  He  rather  ieemed  to  be  carried  for- 
tft^^rd  by  the  irrefiftible  impuUe  of  national  fenti- 
meirt,  tha«  to-harve  advanced  with  it  toward  the 
g6ak  Acc^rdirtgiy,  when  an  occafion  occurred  of 
ffetiring  wlthoiit  dishonour  from  a  caufe  fo  Bttle 
tongental  to  hifr  principles,  he  feparated  from  the 
tulgai^  herd.  The  Mdment  chofeiv  by  him  was 
dliriiig  4i^  difcuiTioo  of  the  long-agitated  qudftion^ 
p^lattive  -to  the  9iM9hZ  rei^bal  of  the  fixth  of  Geo. 
III.  Ffoni  <hal  litne  to  the  prcfent  he  has  contimied 
the  ^a1to$  aclvo^ate .for  a  ftrongand  cbergetic 
government,  and  the  powerful  opponent  of  every 
ift^ri- who  attempted  (0  reform,  or  inrft>Tate  on  p^ 
fent  «4tabli{hmdnU;       «  * 

When  Mr.  •Scott- was  appointed  CiMef  Juftice  of 
the  JK.ing's  Bench  in  Iretend,  Mr.  Fit^gibbon  fuo- 
ceeded  hitn  as  Attomey-gpenerak  No  man  was  evear 
betteriittedfbr the  office*.  Hie  firmneffr,  his coafl- 
deticeih  las  own  povrers,  and  ther  bold  tone  widi 
which  be  burled  dtfidHim^zt  his  parliamentaay  op- 
poweiitsf  ott  every  qiieftion  conneAed  with  legal  or 
coisftitutional  knowtegey  ^ften  appdtled  the  minor 
fiiemberrs«6f  oppofitibn^dnd  fometimes  kept  even 
their  chk&:at  bay;    Tlvsfe  <|ualiti€iSy  bovi^vers  did 
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not  ^ways  coafiitute  a  flire  defence.  The  repulfe 
which  on  one  memorable  evening  of  debate  he 
experinced  on  the  part  of  the  prefent  Lorx>,  then 
Mr-  O'Neil,  of  Shane's  CaftJe,  whofe  manly  and 
honeft  mind  caught  fire  at  the  haughty  and  dic- 
tatorial language  with  which  the  attomey^general 
had  dared  to  addrefs  him>  is  remembered  by  thofe 
who  were  then  converfant  in  the  politics  of  the  day» 
and  probably  will  not  foon  be  forgotten. 

But  though  this  daring»  and^  as  it  is  often  called^ 
overbearing  fpirit>  did  fometimes  mifcarry,  in  gene^ 
ral  it  enfured  him  fuccefs.  A  remarkable  inftance 
of  its  eiGcacy  occurred  at  a  time  when  the  minds 
of  the  people  were  extremely  agitated  by  the 
rejc6Hng  of  their  petitions  for  reform,  and  fo« 
prote£tiiig  duties.  At  a  moment  when  the  fer* 
ment  feemed  to  have  arifen  to  a  very  dangerous 
Height,  an  aggregate  meeting  of  all  the  inbaiitaftis 
of  the  metropolis  was,  on  a  requifition  of  fevdral 
refpedabte  perfons,  convened  by  the  high  flieriffir 
of  Dublin.  The  attorney-general  was  then  the 
moft  unpopular  man  in  the  country  ;  and  fhe  mob 
had  for  fome  time  been  in  the  habits  of  oflfering 
perfonal  infolt  to  thofe  whom  they  fufpe£ted  of 
being  adverfe  to  their  wifhes.  Unawed,  however, 
by  thefe  circumftances>  Mr.  F,  attended  oaly  by 
one  or  two  friends,  made  his  way  through  the 
crowd,  reached  the  huttings,  interrupted  a  popular 
oyator  in  the  midft  of  his  harangue,  told  the  flieriffs 
that  they  had  a3ed  illegally  in  calling  the  meet- 
ing, commanded    them  to  leave  the  chair,  and 
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threatened  them  with  an  information  ex  officio'^  if 
they  prefumed  to  continue  in  it.  He  then  left  the 
aftoniflied  aflembly,  amidft  the  hifTes  of  the  mob ; 
and  the  fheriiFs  inftantly  diflblved  the  meeting. 

Hitherto  Mr.  F.  had  afted  withan  adminiftration 
which  pofleffed  both  the  power  and  the  will  to  re- 
ward his  exertions.     When  the  event  of  the  king's 
illnefs,  in  1789,  unhinged  the  Irifli  govemmeDt.be 
ftood  in  different  circumftances.     On  that  occafion, 
a  majority  of  the  parliament,  among  whom  were 
many  of  the  oldeft  fervants  of  the  crown,  declared 
for  the  right  of  Ireland,  as  an  independent  country, 
to  choofe  its  own  regents    The  Britifti  cabinet 
controverted  that  right,  and  infifted  that  the  regent 
chofen  by  the  Britiih  Parliament  (hould  be  the 
regent  for  both  countries.    Mr.  F*   though  no 
longer  fupported  by  a  majority,  remained  firm  to 
his  Englifib  friends,  and  refifted  with  his  wonted 
boldnefs,  not  only  the  voice  of  the  people,  but 
what  was  of  more  immediate  concern,  a  vaft  parlia- 
mentary majority.      The  unexpeSed  recovery  of 
his  Majefty,  to  Mr.  F.  certainly  an  happy  event, 
rewarded  his    fuperior    wifdom,    or  his  greater 
forefight;  for  on  Lord  Lifford's  death,  he   w^ 
created  a  baron,  and  appointed  Chancellor :  it  )S 
alio  not  a  little  memorable,  that  he  is  the  firft 
Iriihman  who  has  filled  that  important  office ' 

So  £sr  as  refpe£ts  juftice,  the  country  has  had 
TH>  realbn  to  lament  his  appointment,  for  his  a£li- 

*  A  profecution  without  the  intervention  of  a  Grand  Jurft 

^  ri^vivcd  by  him* 

vity 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EAICI.  OF  CLARE.  3S1 

vity  and  difpatch  have  made  chancery-fuits  almoft 
ceafe  to  be  an  inheritance.  He  has  banifhed 
chicane  and  unneceflary  delay  from  his  court ;  and 
though  his  decrees  may  fometimes  be  blamed  as 
premature,  the  paucity  of  appeals  feems  to  augur, 
that  all  complaint  on  this  fcore  is  groundlefs. 

Since  his  elevation  to  the.  bench  and  the  peer- 
age, he  has  had  repeated  opportunities  of  difplay- 
ing  his  former  fplrit,  and  expreffing,  with  even 
more  eflfeft  than  before,  his  deteftation  of  popu- 
lar claims,  and  particularly  that  of  reform.  He  has 
fliewn  an  equal  abhorrence  of  the  catholic  preten- 
fions  to  fliare  in  the  privileges  of  the  conftitution. 
Of  their  claim  to  the  reprefcntative  franchife,  it  is 
known  that  he  was  the  decided  enemy;  and 
though  by  the  paternal  regard  of  his  majefty,  and 
the  prudence  of  the  Eritifh  cabinet,  the  conceffion 
of  that  privilege  was  recommended  to  the  Irifli 
legiflature,  and  adopted  in  confequence  of  that  re- 
commendation, yet  his  opinion  remained  un- 
changed. With  refpeit  to  fubfcquent  claims,  the 
British  miniftry  have  paid  more  attention  to  his 
advice. 

His  Lordfliip  was  lately  in  London,  and  was 
reported  to  have  left  the  feals  in  commiflion,  in 
order  to  complete  a  plan  which  at  one  time  would 
have  been  viewed  with  diflike  by  both  countries. 
But  fuch  is  now  the  miferable  ftate  of  Jiis  native 
land,  th^t  any  change  muft  b^  for  the  better;  and' 
'if  an  uNiPK  is  attended  with  nothing  elfe  than  a 
peflation  of  carnage,  every  good  roan  muft  rejoice 
at  the  profpedt  of  it.  W* 
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RICHARD  CUMBERLAND,  ES(J. 

IS  the  fon  of  Dr.  Denifon  Cumberland,  late 
Bifhop  of  Clonfert  and  Killaloe,  in  Ireland,  and 
^eat  grandfon  of  the  learned  Englifli  divine,  Dr- 
Richard  Cumberland,  Bifhop  of  Peterborough, 
author  of  a  treat ife  on  the  Law  of  Natwe,  Oripnes 
Gentium^  &c.  By  the  mother's  fide  he  Is  grandfon  of 
the  celebrated  critic  Dr.  Richard  Bentley. 

Mr.  Cumberland  was  educated  at  Trinity  college^ 
Cambridge,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  B.A- 
By  the  friendfliip  of  the  late  Lord  Sackville,  better 
known  by  the  title  of  Lord  George  Germaine,  he 
Was  introduced  to  the  office  of  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions, where  he  fucceeded  the  late  Mr.  Pownal  as 
fecretary,  in  which  poft  he  continued  until  the 
fuppreffion  of  that  appointment  by  Mr.  Burke's 
bill,  when  he  retired  on  a  penfion. 

Mr.  Cumberland,  while  a  very  young  man,  wrote 
fome  verfes  on  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
His  firft  publication  was  the  "  Baniihment  of  Ci- 
cerO|"  which  was  refufed  by  Mr.  Garrick,  but 
appeared  in  print  in  1761.  This  (hould  have  been 
rather  called  a  dramatic  poem  than  a  tragedy. 

The  "  Summer's  Tale,"  and  the  "  Brothers," 
two  comedies,  were  his  next  productions^  but  nei- 
ther of  them  have  added  much  to  his  reputation. 

In  1 77 1,  he  was  reconciled  to  Garrick,  with 
whom  he  had  been  on  bad  terms  ever  fince  the  re- 
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fufal  ,of  his  trsgedy,  and  that  gcntlemaii  br^^gh* 
out  bis  **W0ft. Indian"  m  b  capmh  ftyle.  .  Thi* 
piece  ha^  ftaftiped  Mr.  Cumberland's  chamflter  ni 
an  eKceH^nt.  dramatic  writer^  artd  it  is  certainly  one 
of  the  moft  fterling  comedies  on  the  Engliftfts^ge*; 

He  now  began  to  be  efteemed  one  of  Ae  beft 
dramatic  writers  of  the  age/^nd  4lfo  one; of  the 
moft  prolific;  for  next  year  he  -produced  the 
^*  Fafliionabfe  Lover,"  which  was  well  received; 
W  was  like  wile,  in  1774,  his  lively  farx:e -called 
the  "  Fate  of  Pandora,  or  a  Trip  to  Newmarket.V 
His  "  Choleric  Man,'*  which  came  forth  in  17751 
is  faid  to.  have  fome  affinity  to  Sir  Richard  Steele'f 
Tender  Hufband :  his  «  Battle  of.Haftings,";a  trat 
gcdy,  was  rather  badly  received.  In  1776,  he  pub»» 
lifhed  a  thin  quarto  vi^lume  of  Odes.  ; 

About  the  year  1780,  he  was  fen t  on  national 
^ttfinefs  to  Madrid,  but  did  not  appear,  there  in  a 
public  chara£ter.  On  his  return,  he  publtihed,  ia 
i78a,  "Anecdotes  of  eminent  Painters  in  Spaing 
during  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Centuries,'/ 
two  volumes,  i2mo.  Next  year  he  broughtxjuta 
tragedy  on  the  ftage,  called  the  "  Myfterious  Huf- 
band," and  addrefled  a  Letter  to  the  Bifhop  of 
Landa6f  refpe6iing  ecclefiaftica]  grievances.  It 
contained  fome  wit,  and  was  ably  anfwered  by  an 
anonymous  writer. 

-In  1785,  he  had  much  bufmefs  on  his  hands :  for 
b^  produced  "  The  Carmelite,"  allowed  Xq  fe^  th« 
beft  tragedy  he  has  written ;  and  alfo  a  comedy, 
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called  the  *'  Natural  Son*/'  In  the  courfe  of  the 
femfc  year,  he  publiflied  a  chara£ter  of  his  deceafed 
friend,  Lord  Vifcount  Sackville,  and  the  firft  edition 
of  the  Obferver.  Next  year  a  fecond  edition  ap- 
peared ;  and  the  fubfequent  editions  have  now 
'fwclled  the  work  to  five  volumes.  Thefe  effays 
abound  with  pteafing  and  inftruflive  information, 
and  difcover  extenfive  reading. 

In  1787,  Mr.  Cumberland  prefented  the  world 
with  "  An  accurate  defcriptive  Catalogue  of  the 
Paintings  in  the  King  of  Spain's  Palace  at  Madrid  ;*• 
foon  after  this  the  comedy  of  the  "  Impoftors,"  and 
a  novel  in  two  volumes,  called  **  Arundel,"  made 
their  appearance.  In  the  latter  he  is  accufed,  but 
on  very  flight  foundation,  as  feeming  to  palliate 
adultery  and  duelling. 

After  this,  his  talents  feem  to  have  lain  fallow 
for  fjme  years,  as  he  did  not  produce  any  thing 
until  1798)  when  he  publifhed  his  poem  called 
"  Calvary,  or  the  Death  of  Chrift."  Next  fcafon  he 
wrote  the  fongs  and  chorufes  in  the  comic  opera 
of  the  "Armourer."  In  1794,  hie  produced  the 
'*  Boxrlobby  Challenge,*'  a  comedy ;  and  alfo  his 
defervedly-efteemed  comedy  of  the  **  Jew,"  a  play 
MTitten  with  the  laudable  intention  of  removing 

*  Mifs  Plumptrb  has  lately  prefented  to  the  public  another 
'^Natural  Sch^**  being  a  fiiithful  aad  elegant  tranflation  of  Kotzi« 
»UE*s  famous  pla/  of  that  title,  and  which  ha;  been  fo  much 
admired  on  the  Bntiih  flage,  under  the  akered  tide  of  Lmm-^ 
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the  ftigma  which  accompanies  that  unhappy  and 
much-perfecuted  people.  His  attempt  of  the  next 
year  confifted  of  the  **  Wheel  of  Fortune  j"  he  alfo 
prefented  the  town  with  another  comedy,  called 
"  Firft  Love,'*  and  another  novel,  in  four  volumes, 
called  ''  Henry."  ' 

His  mufe,  which  muft  be  allowed  to  be  a  fpiritcd 
one,  feems  to  know  no  repofe ;  for  in  1796  he  pro- 
duced "  Days  of  Yore,"  a  drama  in  three  a£ls ;  and 
the  next  year  "  The  Laft  of  the  Family."  His  laft 
piece  is  the  comedy  of  "  Falfe  ImprefSons." 

When  we  confider  the  number,  the  merit,  and 
the  exquifltenefs  of  his  writings,  Mr.  Cumberland 
muft  be  allowed  to  rank  high  as  a  dramatic  writer. 


SIR  ARCHIBALD  MACDONALD.    > 

Sir  Archibald  Macdonald  is  the  third  fon* 
of  Macdonald  of  Slate,  in  the  ifles ;  his  mother 
was  of  the  houfe  of  Eglinton. 

Mr.  Macdonald  was  bred  to  the  Englifli  bar, 
but  had  never  any  great  praftice.  His  bufinefs 
confifted  chiefly  in  Scotch  appeals.  Yet  if  not 
highly  faccefsful  in  his  profeflional  career,  he  was 
at  leaft  deferving  of  fuccefs  ;  and  his  good  fortune 
having  at  length  introduced  him  to  the  acquaint- 
ance, of  the  daughter  of  a  noble  Marquis,  who 
confented  to  their  marriage,  Mr.  Macdonald  in 
confequence  of  this  connexion  beheld  the  higheft 
honours  of  the  law  lie  open  to  his  view. 
*-  H6  was  a  pofthymous  child. 
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By  the  intereft  of  his  noble  fkther-in-law,  he  was 
accordingly  appointed,  in  1780,  a  king's  counfel 
and  a  Welch  judge ;  he  had  been  before  brought 
into  parliament  for  Hendon,  and  at  the  general 
cleftion  which  occurred  during  the  year  he  put  on 
his  filk  gown,  he  was  returned  for  Newcaftle-underr 
line,  a  borough  under  the  influence  of  Marquis^ 
then  Lord,  Stafford. 

In  parliament,  he  of  courfe  followed  the  line  of 
politics  purfued  by  the  family  into  which  he  was 
adopted,  that  is,  he  fupported  Lord  North,  until 
he  began  to  totter.  As  a  parliamentary  fpeaker^, 
Mr.  Macdonald  was  eafy,  fluent^  intelligible,  and 
concife. 

Lord  Stafford,  on  joining  Mr  Pitt,  procured 
for  his  fon-in-law  the  place  of  Solicitor-general 
(1784),  and  in  )788,  on  the  promotion  of  Sir  Pep- 
per Arden  to  be  Matter  of  the  Rolls,  he  was 
knighted,  and  appointed  Attorney-general  in  his 
room.  It  is  no  lefs  remarkable  than  true,  that 
the  poffefCon  of  thefe  two  high  offices  in  the  law 
did  not  bring  Sir  Archibald  any  confiderable  addi- 
tion of  praftice  as  a  couu^qL  The  number  of  his 
profecutions  were  thought  to  have  greatly  a^eded 
jthe  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

However,  after  a  few  years  longer  flay  at  the 
bar,  he  was  promoted  to  be  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer,  having  previoufly  been  called  to  the 
degree  of  Sergeant  at  Law. 

In  confequence  of  his  marriage  with  Lady  Louil^ 
Gower  he  has  feveral  children.  f. 
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WHEN  womaHi  pafles  through  that  lliorny  padk 
of  pkafure  the  ftage,  without  being  drawn  aftray 
by  the  temptations  which  perpetually  affeil  the 
traveller,  our  eftcem  and  vencfation  ought  ever 
to  awatt  her.  In  this  age,  degenerate  as  it  is>  we 
Ittve  had  the  pleafiire  of  feeing  many  femates  fup»- 
porting  unfuBied  eharaflers  kv  theatrical  life,  an4 
among  them  this  lady  certainly  claims- pre-enw- 
nence  ftnrn  her  fpfendid  powers,  joined  ta  an  un- 
spotted fame. 

Mifs  Kem!>Ie  (for  this  was  her  maiden  name) 
was  the  eideft  daughter  of  the  manager  of  an  ithie- 
rant  company  of  comedians,  and  made  her  firft 
eflay  as  a  finger,  but  foon  abaiidoned  that  line  and 
attempted  tragedy.  Early  m  fife  fhe  conceived  a 
paffion  for  Mr.  Siddons,  in  which*  not  being  in- 
duced by  her  |^<nts,  (he  quitted  the  ftage,  and 
hired  herfetf  as  lady's  maid  in  the  family  of  Mrs. 
Greathead,  of  Guy'sArliflF,  near  Warwick,  vrhere 
flie  remained  about  a  year ;  and  then  refolving  to 
unite  herfelf  with  the  man  of  her  affeAions,  (he  was 
married  to  Mr.  Siddons,  and  Jbon  after  joined  a 
ftrolling  company  of  no  great  reputation.  Botlk 
Ibe  and  her  huiband  had,  however,  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  engaged  by  Mr.  Younger  td  perform  at 
Liverpool,  B^mingham,  &c.;  with  him  ihe  remain-- 
ed  a  few  years,  and  acquired  both  profit  and  repu- 
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tation,  which  latter  procured  her  an  engagement  at 
Drury-Iane  houfe,  where  (he  performed  fuch  parts 
as  Mrs.  Strickland,  Mrs.  Epicene,  and  the  Queen 
in  Richard  the  Third.  She  was,  however,  confi- 
dered*merely  as  a  fecond-rate  aftrefs ;  and  being  un- 
fortunately placed  in  an  after-piece  written  by  the 
editor  of  a  newfpaper,  which  had  the  ill  luck  to  be 
damned,  the  fcurrilous  author  left  no  opportunity 
of  injuring  her  reputation,  and  flie  quitted  the 
London  boards  for  a  time,  to  return  to  them  after- 
wards with  increafed  luftre. 

At  Bath,  whither  (he  repaired,  ihe  was  ob- 
feryed  to  improve  rapidly,  and  is  faidto  have  been 
ufefuUy  afllfled  by  the  leflbns  of  Mr.. Pratt,  tben 
a  bookfeller  in  that  city.  There  (he  attrafted  the 
notice  of  the  audience,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
be  patronifed  by  the  Duchefs  of  Devonfliire,  who 
procured. her  another  engagement  at  Drury-lane. 
Before  (he  quitted  Bath,  flie  fpoke  a  farewell  ad- 
drefs,  which  (lie  herfelf  had  written,  and  which 
fhe  delivered  with  her  ufual  excellence. 

She  made  her  fecond  appearance  at  Drury-lane, 
oil  the  loth  Oftober  1792,  in  the.  charafter  of 
*^.  Ifribella,"  and  aftoni(hed  the  houfe  with  fuch  a 
difplay  C>f  powers,  as  they  had  feldpm  witneffed  be- 
fore. Her  fame  was  foon  fpread  abroad,  and  the 
theatre  oversowed  every  night  j  the  tafte  for  tragedy 
returned  ;  and  the  manager,  whofe  "  Critic"  feems 
to  have  been  exprcfsly  written  to  drive  Melpomene 
from  the  ftage,  received  "golden  favours'*  from 
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her  Votaries.  Far  from  proving  ungratefiil,  he 
generoufly  gave  Mrs.  Siddons  an  extra-benefit, 
and  increafed  her  falary.  Her  good  fuccefs  was  the 
means  of  introducing  her  filler,  Mifs  F.  Kemble,  on 
the  fame  ftage ;  and  Ihe  performed  "  Jane  Shore," 
while  her  near  relative  played  "Alicia,"  on  her 
firft  appearance.  The  latter,  however,  not  al- 
together fulfiling  the  expe£tations  of  the  public, 
honourably  withdrew.  In  confequence  of  a  mar- 
riage with  Mr,  Twifs,  a  literary  gentleman,  and  a 
well-known  traveller. 

Mrs.  Siddons's  extraAyent&t  was  given  her  be- 
fore Chriftmas ;  (he  then  appeared  in  **  Belvi- 
dera,''  and  gained  frefh  laurels,  and  an  enormous 
receipt.  The  two  counfellors  Pigot  and  Fielding 
\yere  fo  highly  delighted,  that  they  collefted  a 
fubfcription  among  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  of 
^  one  hundred  guineas,  and  prefented  thepfi  to  her^ 
'accompanied  with  a  polite  letter,  as  a  token  of 
their  efteem.  This  was  an  honour  which,  we  believe, 
has  not  been  conferred  on  any  a£lor  or  a6trefs  fince 
the  time  when  Booth  gave  fuch  general  fatisfa£tioii 
in  the  charaaer  of  *•  Cato." 

In  the  fummer,  this  great  and  amiable  aftrefs 
went  to  Dublin,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
equally  aftoniflied  at  her  powers.  On  her  re- 
turn for  the  winter  (1783-4),  ftie  performed, 
for  the  firft  time,  "by  command  of  their  Majcfties/* 
During  the  fucceeding  fummer,  fhe  took  a  fecond 
trip  to  Ireland,  and  alfo  vifited  £dinburgh,  in  both 
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of  wbfch  places^  &e  aot  ^oly  r^eived  great  iala- 
jie^  but  ¥eTf  confiderable  prefents  from  unknown 
liaiidfi,  particular^  a  iilver  urn  which  was  fent 
«fter  her  to  London,  on  which  were  eQgrave4  thefe 
words,  "  A  reward  io  merit.*'   . 

Envy  and  malice,  ias  ufual,  purfued  merit ;  and  to 
4hefe  alone  we  caa  attribute  the  attack  made  on 
her  in  a  newfpJ4>er,  refpe6ling  her  treatment  of 
an  unhappy  fifler,  &c.  Thefe  reports  bad»  how- 
ever, fuch  an  effe6l  on  tho  town,  that  on  her  firft 
appearance  on  the  ftage  in  1784,  fhe  was  ialuted 
with  the  cry  of  "  off  I  offr  Her  friends  at  length 
obtained  her  a  hearing ;  and  her  huiband  and  bro- 
ther,  by  means  of  uncommon  exertions,  fucceeded 
in  refuting  the  calumnies  to  which  fhe  had  been 
expofed.  She  was  accordingly  reflored  to  .pub- 
lic favour.  Although  fhe  had  condu£led  herfelf 
during  this  conteft  with  great  corapofure,  yet  it 
made  fuch  an  imprefiion  on  her  mind,  that  ihe  de- 
termined to  retire  to  Wales  with  the  few  thou- 
fands  fhe  had  then  faved ;  but  the  perfuafions  of 
her  friends,  and  a  confideration  of  the  welfare  of 
her  family,  made  her  alter  this  refolution* 

'Their  Majeflies  about  this  time  paid  her  much 
attention.  Her  talent  in  reciting  dramatic 
works  had  been  highly  fpoken  of,  which  reaching 
the  ears  of  the  royal  family,  fhe  was  frequentlf 
invited  to  Buckingham-houfe,  and  Windfor,  where 
fhe  and  her  brother  often  recited  plays. 

As 
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As  tovti6  relaxation*  on  account  bf  tier  boalth^ 
had  now  become  neceffaiy,  fhe  quitted  Drury-lane 
for  a  time,  and  performed  at  Weymouth,  Ply- 
mouth, Liverpool,  &c.  with  additional  reputation. 
She  alfo  vifited  feveral  of  bef  noble  patrons,  among 
whom  Lord  and  Lady  Harcourt  flood  confpicuou^. 
By  means  of  thefe  friends  and  accompli(hments 
Die  has  acquired  a  very  good  fortune,  has  a  conii* 
derable  (hare  or  at  leaft  a  mortgage  on  Drury-lane 
theatre,  and  is  blefled  with  a  family  that  promifes 
to  be  her  comfort  in  old  age. 

We  lament  exceedingly,  the  recent  death  of  her 
beautiful  and  accomplifhed  daughter,  and  mod  fin- 
cerely  condole  with  a  mother,  whofe  exquiiite 
feniibility  muft  have  been  agonized  by  fo  unhappy 
an  event.' 

Nature  has  beftowed  on  Mrs.  Siddonra  majeftic 
perfon,  a  ftriking  countenance,  and  a  fine  voice  ; 
the  judgment  with  which  Ihe  modulates  the  laft 
of  thefe,  has  never  been  excelled,  perhaps  never 
rivalled,  by  any  other  aftrefs.  The  flexibility  of 
her  features,  the  expreffion  of  her  eyes,  and  the 
grace  of  her  deportment,  have  feldom  been 
equalled.  She  poffeffes  the  whole  art  of  fpealf- 
ing,  for  which  the  late  Mrs.  Yates  was  fo  juftly 
famed,  combined  with  the  impaffioned  flyle  of 
playing,  of  Mrs.  Crauford,  while  in  her  nv- 
ridian. 

She  has  lately  bad  an  engagement  with  the 
C  c  4  Drury- 
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Drury-Iane  mainagers,  at  a  certain  Aim  for  each 

night's  performance,  by  which  means  (he  avoids 

injuring  her  health  by  the  conftant  repetitioti  of 

theatrical  exertions, 

Mrs.  Siddons  refides  in  Great  Marlbrough-ftreet, 

and  is  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age.     In  private 

life  flie  is  regarded  as  an  economift,  but  as  a  truly 

amiable  and  exemplary  wife  and  mother. 

P, 


DOCTOR  JOHN  DOUGLAS, 

BISHOP    OF    SALISBURY. 

THIS  prelate,  who  is  a  native  of  Scotland,  has 
been  long  celebrated  both  iii  the  clerical  and  lite- 
rary world.  He  was  educated  at  Chrift-church, 
Oxford,  of  which  college  he  was  a  ftudent  in  1738, 
and  having  taken  orders,  fettled  in  Shropfliire. 
During  his  refidence  there,,  he  publilhed  "Mil- 
ton vindicated"  (1748) ;  a  work  in  which,  with  un- 
common acutenefs,  he  detefled  the  grofs  forgery  of 
iipuder,  who  with  equal  impudence  and  ingenuity 
had  reprefented  Milton  as  a  plagiarift. 

He  next  entered  the  lifts  with  Qeorge.  Pfelma- 
nazar,  and  Archibald  Bower ;  the  former  of  whom 
pretended  to  be  a  native  of  Formofa,  and  the  latter 
a  commiffioner  of  the  holy  inquifition  at  Macerata. 
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Thefe  fucceffive  exertions  of  critical  abilities  in-« 
troduced  him  to  public  notice^  and  procured  him 
many  friends;  he  afterwards  publiflied,  in  1754, 
•*  Criterion/'  an  anfwer  to  David  Hume  on  mira- 
cles. His  firft  work  had  recommended  him  to 
the  learned,  the  laft  to  the  religious  world ;  and 
about  the  year  1760,  he  began  to  reap  the  benefit 
they  entitled  him  to,  for  he  was  then  appointed 
one  of  the  king's  chaplains  ;  in  1762  he  was  nomi- 
nated, one  of  the  canons  of  Windfor,  and  foon  after 
prefented  to  the  imited  livings  of  St.  Auftin  and 
St.  Faith,  in  London. 

Among  the  many  friends  Dr.  Douglas  had  made, 
was  the  late  Lor^  Bath,  who  bequeathed  him 
his  library.  But  General  Pulteney  being  un- 
willing to  part  with  it  out  of  the  family,  paid  him 
tha  full  value,  and  on  his  death,  about  three  years 
after,  left  it  once  more  to  him. .  From  Windfor, 
our  divine  was,  in  1776,  removed  to  be  a  canon  of 
St.  Paul's  ;  and  after  poffefling  that  canonry  about 
twelve  years,  he  was,  in  1788,  advanced  to  the 
Deanry  of  Windfor. 

In  thefe  iituations,  the  Doflor  not  only  en- 
larged his  circle  of  friends  among  the  great,  but 
was  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  king  and 
queen,  and  acquired  a  confiderable  degree  of  royal 
favour.  He  was  next  raifed  to  the  epifcopal  bench, 
on  the  death  of  Dr.  Law,  Bifliop  of  Carlifle,  and  on 
lie  tranflation  of  Dr.  Barrington  to  Durham,  in 
€79  **  ^^  was  tranflated  to  Salilbury  -,  by  the  poffef- 
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fion  of  which  fee,  he  has  become  chancenor  of  tbd 
order  of  the  garter. 

The  epifcopal  charafter  of  Dn  Douglas  is  a  fub- 
je€k  of  univerfal  admiration,  while  benevolence  and 
candour  diftinguiih  him  in  private  life.  Regular 
in  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  his  high  ftation» 
he  commands  the  love  and  refpeft  of  his  diocefe. 
In  (hort,  as  a  dignified  clergyman  and  fcholar,  a 
gentleman  and  a  chriilian,  he  is  equally  reCpeQei 
and  admired. 

When  the  fhips  fent  out  on  difcoyery  under 
Captain  Cook  returned,  Doftor  Douglas  was  ap- 
pointed to  infpeft  and  arrange  the  journals  5  and 
the  admirable  introduftion  prefixed  to  that  work  is 
the  offspring  of  his  pen. 

The  do£^or  was  a  member  of  the  Literary  Club 
in  Effex-ftreet,  inftituted  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  Murphyi 
&c. 


SIR  JOHN  SCOTT, 

Hit  MAJBSTTU  ATTOaNBT*OEirE&A&. 

IT  has  been  remarked,  of  late  years,  that 
in  confequence  of  the  mode  now  in  vogue^  of 
beftowing  the  favours  of  government^  the  bar  is 
the  only  line  in  which  a  man  can  rife  by  merit 
alone  to  the  firft  honours  of  his  profeffion  j  but 
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we  believe  even  here  fome  grains  of  allowance 
muft  be  made ;  for  the  fttbje£l  of  our  prefent  eiH 
quiries,  although  poflefled  of  great  fnerlt^  would 
lacver  have  reached  the  ftatk>a  he  now  occupies, 
without  powerful  patronage. 

Sir  John  Scott  is  the  fon  of  a  *  tradefman  of  no 
great  opulence,  at  Newcaftle-upoa-Tyne.  His 
elder  brother.  Sir  William  Scott,  who  was  bred  to 
^  the  pra&ice  of  the  civil  law,  was  formerljr  advocate- 
general,  and  is  now  judge  of  the  Admiralty  courL 
John  was  admitteda  ftudent  of  the  Middle  Temple» 
in  Hilary  term,  17  72,  and  after  paying  the  moll: 
aifiduous  attention  to  his  ftudies,  was  called  to  the 
bar  at  the  ufual  period. 

Our  young  barrifter  was  troubled  with  what  few 
gentlemen  of  the  profeffion  have  occaiion  to  com- 
plain of— a  certain  timidity  o£  charader,  which 
made  him  ihun  the  courts  as  a  pleader  for  a  confi'? 
derable  time,  and  employ  himfelf  chiefly  in  the 
bufinefs  of  a  draugfatfman  in  chancery,  in  which  he 
was  allowed  to  be  able,  and  had  great  practice. 
He  found,  however,  that  this  branch  of  the  profeflion 
was  equally  injurious  to  his  health  and  advance- 
ment in  life,  and  he  at  length  determined  to  roufe 
himfelf  from  that  fpecies  of  torpor  to  which  he  was 
naturally  inclined. 

He  accordingly  betook  himfelf  to  a  more  public 

'  *  Hii  £ithcr  was  what  is  there  termed  a  codt-fittar. 
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and  a3ive  line ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  evinced  that  ht 
was  apt  and  ingenious  at  reply. 

Sir  John  was  not  long  at  the  bar,  before  he 
attra£led  the  notice  of  the  late  chancellor*;  and  ad. 
he  always  avoided  oppofition  to  the  bench,  receiv- 
ed great  countenance  injiis  prafticc:  it  is  even 
faid  that  the  chancellor  one  day  took  him  afide 
after  the  bufinefs  of  the  court  was  over,  compli- 
mented him  on  his  merit,  and  offered  him  the 
place  of  one  of  the  mailers  in  chancery  then 
vacant.  This  he  politely  declined  -,  and  he  had  the 
fatisfadion  to  find  that  he  had  aded  right,  as  bis 
bufinefs  continued  to  increafe  rapidly. 

About  the  year  1783,  he  obtained  a  patent  of 
precedency,  which  entitled  him  to  all  the  honours 
of  a  king's  counfel,  and  freed  him  from  certain 
difadvantages  attendant  on  that  flation.  He  had 
jufl  before  been  introduced  into  parliament  through 
the  interefl  of  his  friend.  Lord  Thurlow,  with 
Lord  Weymouth,  who  feated  him  for  the  Borough 
of  Weobly.  Mr.  Scott  was  faid  to  have  flruck  a 
bargain  with  his  right  honourable  patron,  when  he 
accepted  this  fituation,  which,  if  true,  was  much 
to  his  honour :  viz.  "  that  he  fhould  be  at  liberty 
**  to  vote  as  he  pleafed/*  He  might,  however,  have 
fpared  himfelf  this  trouble,  for  as  foon  as  he  got 
into  the  houfe,  he  aSed  decidedly  with  me  Pitt 
party,  and  in  the  debate  on  Mr.  Fox's  India  billj 

♦  Lord  Thurlow. 
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placed  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  tlie  late  Mr-  Lee, 
then  attorney-general.  Although  in  this  attempt  he 
did  not  acquire  much  importance  as  a  parliamen- 
tary fpeaker,  yet  he  gained  every  thing  he  comld 
wifli  for,  by  his  connexion  with  thofe  whofe  caufe 
he  efpoufed ;  for  they  took  the  firft  opportunity  to 
promote  him.  Accordingly,  in  1788,  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  be  Solicitor-general,  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Archibald,  then  Mr.  Macdonald,  promoted  to  be 
attorney-general.  When  thefe  two  were  prefented 
to  the  king,  the  attorney-general  received  the 
honour  of  knighthood.  The  officer  in  waiting 
was  then  ordered  to  bring  up  Mr.  Scott,  when  the 
latter  begged  leave  to  decline ;  but  the  king,  who 
knows  the  real  value  of  thefe  things  better  than 
any  other  man,  perhaps,  in  his  dominions,  replied, 
"  pho,  pho,  nonfenfe  !  I  will  ferve  them  both 
*'  alike  '^  Thus  Mr.  Scott  gained  honours  unaQced, 
and  even  againll  his  will. 

In  the  buiinefs  of  Ihe  regency,  Sir  John  was  faid 
to  be  the  man  whofe  legal  talents  formed  the  bafis 
of  the  minifter's  plan  of  conduft. 

In  1793  he  was  made  Attorney-general;  and 
while  in  this  poft,  he  has  profecuted,  perhaps,  more 
men  for  libels,  than  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  aEny  two 
of  his  predeceflbrs  ! 

The  part  he  took  during  the  ftate  trials  ^t  the 
Old  Bailey  will  never  be  forgotten ;  for  after  a 
wonderful  difplay  of  candour,  he  laboured  through 
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a  fpeech  offline  hours  to  conrid  a  man  of  a  critne 
€{  which  the  length  of  his  own  oration  aloae  was  a 
Ifarong  prefiunptive  proof  of  innocence. 

He  BOW  fiands  as  the  moft  fikely  candidate 
for  the  feals;  and  ihould  any  thmg  happen  to 
remove  the  prcfent  Chancellor^  during  Mr.  Pitt's 
coBtiniiance  in  power,  he  will>  in  all  probabititj. 


SUKS  OF  NORFOLK. 


Charles  Howard,  Efq.  of  Grayftock,  in  Curo* 
berland,  a  collateral  branch  of  that  noble  family, 
fucceeded  to  the  title  of  Norfolk  in  17771  on  the 
death  of  Edward^  the  ninth  duke^  and  his  foo^  the 
prefcnt  Duke,  then  aiTumed  the  appellation  of 
Earl  of  Surrey. 

In  1767,  while  Mr  Howard,  he  married  a  Mi6 
Mary  Ann  Coppinger,  of  Ballyvolane,  in  Ireland, 
who  died  foon  after,  in  childbed,  and,  in  1771,  he 
received  the  hand  of  Mifs  Frances  Scudamore, 
daughter  of  C.  F.  Scudamore,  Efq.  of  Home  Lacey, 
in  Herefordlhire,  by  the  repudiated  Duchei&  of 
Beaufort,  with  whom  he  got  a  large  fortune ;  but 
by  neither  of  them  has  he  any  children.  This  laft 
l^dy,  indeed,  has  been  in  a  very  melancholy  ftate 
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of  mind  for  many  years,  and  lives  retired  at  one 
of  his  Grace^s  feats.  The  Duchefs  is  celebrated  for 
the  (mart  repulfe  (he  is  faid  to  bare  given  the 
amorous  Duke  of  Queenfbury  a  few  years  iince. 

Some  time  previoufly  to  bis  acquifition  of  the 
title.  Lord  Surrey  had  renounced  the  errors  of  the 
Romiih  church,  in  which  he  had  been  bred,  an4 
was  of  Qourfe  eligible  to  fit  icn  either  houfe  of  par* 
liameiit.  Accordingly,  at  the  general  ele6Uon  in ' 
1780,  he  was  returned  for  Carlifle,  in  oppofition  to 
the  intereft  of  Sir  James  Lowthen  As  foon  as  his 
}ord(hip  took  his  feat,  he  joined  the  party  of  op« 
pofition,  and  with  it  laboured  to  ilem  the  totv 
rent  arifing  from  the  encreafing  influence  of  the 
crown,  until  the  complete  defeat  of  the  minifter,ia 
1782^  It  is  well  known  that  the  North  adminiftra* 
tion  having  clung  faft  to  their  places,  Lord  Surrey 
gave  notice  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  a  motion 
which  would  efFeftualiy  remove  them;  but  iht 
premier  anticipated  the  difgrace,  by  declaring 
^*  that  he  was  np  longer  minifter," 

In  the  change  which  foon  after  took  place>  his 
)ord(hip  was  appointed  Lord-lieutenant  of  the  weft 
riding  of  the  county  of  York,  and  under  the  coa- 
lition miniftry  he  was  nominated  a  lord  of  the 
treafury. 

When  the  Shelbume  miniftry  came  in.  Lord 
Surrey  oppofed  them,  and  joined  the  coalition; 
and  when  that  party  was  driven  from  power,  he 
ftill  efpoufed  their  caufe, 

JHe 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40O  SaKE  OF  VOKtthK. 

He  how  became  a  member  of  the"  fodetj 
for  cohftitutional  information^  took. ah  adife  part 
in  the  bufmefs  of  parliamentary  reform,  and  at- 
tended public,  meetings  when  that  queftion  was 
brought  forward ;  on  this  account  he  has  been 
charged  with  inconfittency,:  as  he  is  known  to  be 
as  deeply  concerned  in  the  frajfic  in  boroughs  as  any 
nobleman  of  this  age ;  but  he  has  always  folemnly 
alTar^d  his  friends,  that  -  he  is  ready  to  facrifice 
every  fpecies  of  influence  of  that  kind,  and  fup^ 
port  a  meliorated  fyftem,  which  he  holds  to  be 
eflentially  neceflary  for  the  prefervaticm  of  the 
confiitutiott. 

On  the  death  of  his  father  he  fucceeded  to  his 
title  and  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  there,  as 
before,  has  uniformly  fupported  the  popiUfir  caufe. 
His  friendfliip  for  Mr.  Fox  has  ever  been  fteady 
and  invariable,  and  to  this  alone  may  be  attributed 
his  late  difmifiion.    At  a  late  annual  meeting,  to 
fDommemorate  the  return  of  his  friend  f<Mr  the  city 
of  Weftminfter,  the  Duke  is  faid  to  have  given  the 
old  Whig  tojUl  of  "  Our  Sovereign,  the  Majefty  of 
^*  the  People.'*    In  the  memory  of  fome  of  the 
youngeft  men  now  living,  this  has  been  repeatedly 
drank  without  offence;  and  why  any  exception 
fliould  at  prefent  be  taken  at  it  remains  to  be  ex- 
plained.   The  faft,  however,  is,  that  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  was  difmiffed  from  his  lord  lieutenancy, 
and  from  the  command  of  a  regiment  which  he  had 
trained  with  the  utmoft  care,  while  he  had  alfo  gene- 
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toufly  rcfigned  the  emoluments  derived  from  it,  to 
increafe  the  comforts  of  his  favourite  corps. 

Report  has  whifpered  that  hi»  grace  was 
greatly  affefted  by  thefe  marks  of  royal  difpleafure ; 
but  hefurely  could  not  be  hurt  by  the  lofs  of  nomi- 
nal influence  or  diftinftion,  although,  it  may  readily 
be  fuppofed,  that  to  be  torn  from  a  fet  of  men  with 
whom  he  had  lived  in  the  habits  of  friendfliip  for 
many  years,  would  undoubtedly  give  him  pain. 
But,  if  any  thing  could  tend  to  produce  additional 
chagrin,  it  muft  be  to  fee  a  man  with  whom  he  had 
been  in  the  habits  of  a£ting  with  cordiality  for 
fo  many  years,  pluming  himfclf  in  his  fpoils,  and 
fiooping  to  a  minifter  whofe  condu6i  he  had  re* 
probated 

The  duke,  as  a  ban  vivantj  is  furrounded  by  thofc 
who  are  capable  of  keeping  "  the  table  in  a  roar,** 
and  his  hofpitalities  at  Home-Laccy  are  in  the  firft 
ftyle  of  magnificence. 

,  As  an  orator,  he  poffefles  an  eafy  delivery,  and 
evinces  a  mafculine  underftanding ;  but  he  never 
attempts  any  of  thofe  rhetorical  flouriflies  which 
captivate  the  ear,  without  laying  hold  of  the  un- 
derftanding. 

His  grace  has  been  known  to  perform  many 
generous  aftions.  He  kept  the  place  of  fecretary 
to  the  Earl  Marfhal  vacant  for  a  confiderable  time 
after  the  death  of  poor  Brooks,  until,  as  he  faid,  he 
could  find  fome  one  worthy  to  fill  it,  although 
earneftly  folicited  by  many  for  the  appointment. 
Mr.  Dallaway  having  publifhed  his  ingenious  book 
'  Dd  oa 
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on  the  fcicnce  of  heraldry,  the  Duke  dii^jr  hi* 
ftowed  the  office  on  him,  unafked. 

His  father  had  about  him  when  he  died  a  great 
number  of  perfons  of  the  catliolic  perfuafion,  who, 
on  the  lofs  of  their  patron,  concluded  they  would 
be  difmiffed  by  his  proteftant  fucceflbr;  but  he 
generoufly  direfted  that  their  ftipends  and  allow- 
ances (hould  be  paid  them,  as  in  the  lifetime  of 
his  predeceflTor. 


Kii  I 


JOSEPH  TOWERS,  Lh.D. 

THIS  gentleman  has  diftingurfhed  himfelf  in  the 
annals  of  patriotifm,  in  the  republic  of  letters,  and 
in  the  pulpit  of  the  diffenters :  he  was  not,  how- 
ever, intended  for  a  divine ;  Dr.  Towers,  like  his 
great  precurfor  and  friend.  Dr.  Franklin,  having 
been  originally  bred  a  printer. 

At  a  very  early  period  of  his  life,  from  a  fincere 
conviction,  obtained  by  reading — that  great  bane  of 
all  tyranny,  civil  and  ecclefiaftical ! — he  became 
firmly  attached  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  both  in 
refpeft  to  church  and  ftate ;  and  no  mto  has  been 
more  zealous  in  behalf  of  the  freedom  of  his  coun- 
try,* and  of  mankind.  ,  This  favourite  idea  has,  in- 
deed, been  always  warmly  cheriflied  by  the  feftaries 
in  general,  and  they  muft  be  allowed  .to  have  fan- 
ned the  facred  flame,  and  kept  it  alive  in  the  nation, 
during  the  mod  alarming  and  critical  periods. 

After  his  call  to  the  miniftry.  Dr.  T.  was  chofen 
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paftor  6f^  the  congregation  of  pfoteftattit  diflfenter^ 
M  Highgate;  this  ocdurred  In  1774;,  and  in  177* 
he  was  nominated  nioming-preacher  to  the  dif- 
fenters  at  Newington-green.  lA  the  latter  of  thefe 
ofBceSj  he  fucceeded  the  worthy,  pious,  and  amiabl* 
Dr.  Price,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the  congre- 
gation at  Hackney*  He  continued,  however,  to 
officiate  at  Newington-grceti,  in  the  afternoon^  fo* 
feme  years ;  and  his  colleague  and  himfelf  feem^ 
perfeftly  agreed  relative  to  all  the  leading  points 
in  politics  and  religion. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1788,  being  the  com- 
pletion of  a  century  from  the  revolution,  that  event 
was  celebrated  with  great  folemnity  j  and  the 
doflor,  at  the  requeft  of  a  committee,  N3elivered 
what  may  be  termed  a  civic  fermon  on  the  occafion^ 
which  was  liftened  to  with  great  attention,  and 
printed  afterwards  at  the  requeft  of  the  ftewards. 

While  the  Society  for  Conftitutloilal  Information 
flouriflied,  the  name  of  Dr.  Jofeph  Towers  ftood 
con^fpicuous  among  the  moft  aftive  of  its  mem* 
bers.  He  had  been  ballotted  for  in  1782,  and 
continued  to  a6l  with  it  until  1794,  when  the 
books  and  papers  were  fcized  by  order  of  govern*- 
ment,  and  the  fecretary  taken  into  cuftody#  On 
the  13th  of  June,  of  the  fame  year,  the  do£iof 
received  an  order  to  attend  the  Privy  Council  on 
the  day  following^  which  he  accordingly  obeyed  $ 
and  was  examined  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  a 
club  which  boafted  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the 
Duke  of  Riehmond,  the  Earls  of  Effingham  and 
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Derby,  Sir  William  Jones,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Drs.  Price, 
Kippis,  John  Jebb,  Mr.  Erlkine,  &c.  &e.  among 
its  afibciates.  On  this  occafion.  Dr.  T.  although 
vifibly  depreffed  by  the  yellow-jaundice,  evinced 
great  firmnefs,  and  was  difmiffed  without  being 
obliged  to  give  bail,  at  the  voluntary  interceflion  of 
a  dignified  clergyman  then  fitting  as  a  member  of 
the  board,  and  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
prefent  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury. 

On  the  eftablifliment  of  the  fociety  called 
"  The  Friends  of  the  People,"  he  was  alfo  voted  a 
member.* 

The 

»  This  fociety  was  founded  in  the  year  1792,  under  the  name 
of  <*  The  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  affociated  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Reform." 

This  inflitution  is  fuppofed  to  have  excited  confiderable  alarm 
in  the  adminiftration ;  for,  in  the  advertifcment  notifying  its 
exiftence,  a  Jiil  was  publifhed  of  the  firft  hundred  aflbciaton^ 
among  which  were  no  lefs  than  forty  members  of  parliament^  viz. 
the  £arl  of  Lauderdale,  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  FranciSi 
Mr.  Tierncy,  Mr.  Erikine,  Mr.  Sheridan,  &c.&c. 

This  fociety  publifhed  a  very  accurate  account  of  the  fiate  of 
the  reprefentation  of  England  and  Wales,  the  fubfhince  of  which 
was  afterwards  formed  into  a  petition,  and  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
<>f  Commons  by  Mr.  Grey,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1793.  In  this 
petition  it  was  aiferted,  with  what  truth  we  pretend  not  to  deter* 
mine,  that  eighty-four  individuals  did,  by  their  own  immediate  au- 
thority, fend  one  hundred  and  fift)  -feven  members  to  parliament ; 
and  that,  beiides  thefe,  one  hundred  and  fifty  more,  making  in  the 
whole  three  hundied  and  feven,  were  returned  to  that  houfe,  not 
hy  the  colleflive  voice  of  thofe  whom  they  appeared  to  reprefent, 
hutb/  the  recommendation  of  feventy  powerful  individuals:  fo 
4 hat  the  total  number  of'patrons  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-four, 
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The  life  of  this  gentleman  prefents  few  other 
memorable  events,  his  literary  labours  excepted^ 
which  evince  a  feries  of  ftudy  and  toil,  feldom  to 
be  met  with,  even  in  thofe  who  have  dedicated 
their  whole  time  to  letters  alone. 

His  principal  works  are  the  following : 

I.  In  1763,  **  A  Review  of  the  genuine  Dodrines  of  Chrifli- 
;iDity,  &c."  8vo.  with  the  name  annexed. 

ft.  In  1 764,  an  anonymous  <<  Enquiry  into  the  Queftion,  Whe^ 
ther  Juries  are,  or  are  not.  Judges  of  Law  as  well  as  of  FaA; 
with  9  particular  Reference  to  the  Cafe  of  Libels.*'  In  this, 
Pr.  Tqvers  took  the  confiitutional  and  affirmative  fide  of  the 
queiHon,  not  only  in  refpeft  to  libelsi  but  in  all  cafes  whatever  i 
this  doctrine  was  ably  fupp6rted  by  the  late  Lord  Camden  fo  far 
as  concerns  the  former,  and  has  alfo  received  the  fan6lion  oJF  the 
Icgiflamre  in  a  bill,  but  too  little  attended  to  by  either  judges  of 
j^rips. 

3.  He  is  the  author  of  the  fird  feven  volumes  of  <«  Britiih  Bio* 
graphy ;"  the  firft  volume  of  which  was  ppblifhed  in  1786. 

4.  Between  fifty  and  fixty  articles  in  th^  new  edition  pf  the 
3io^r.  Brttan.  with  the  letter  T.  ^no^xed. 

5.  In  17739  *^  An  Examination  into  Sir  J.  Dalrjrmple's  fcandal* 
ous  Attack  on  the  Memory  of  Sydney  and  Rufltl." 

6.  In  1774,  *'  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  occaiioned  by  his  rc« 
cent  political  Publicatipns."  See  ^ofwell's  Life  of  Johnfon,voI; 
11.  p.  aoo,  20I,  9iid  aoa. 

7.  |a  1786, «« An  Elfay  on  t[ie  Life  and  Writings  of  Dr.  Jobi;. 
fon.*' 

6.  In  1 788,  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Reign  of  Frederick  in. 
King  of  Pruflia.     (A  fecond  edition  has  beeQ  fince  publiihed.) 

who  returned  a  decided  miyority.  Tbefe  ftatements»  the  fociety 
obferved  in  their  petiton,  which  was  catered  on  the  joumalsi  they 
were  ready  to  provi;  at  tbe  bar. 

D  d  3  '9.  Obftr- 
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!!•  .**  Obfcrvatiops  on  Mr.  Hunie's  Hiftory  of  Engiand.'* 
Apd  10.  An  Oration  delivered  at  the  London  Tavern,  on  the 
4th  of  Novemberi  17881  on  occafion  of  the  conuneoioration  of  the 
Revolution,  and  the  completion  of  a  century  from  that  great 
«veat:— 

After  remarking,  that  great  and  interefting  events, 
involving  the  happinefs  of  nations,  have  always 
been  celebrated  by  mankind,  he  recurs  to  the  im- 
portant epoch,  ^which  placed  William  III.  on  the 
throne  of  the  Stewarts ; 

*«  Of  this  nature,  and  of  th!«  tendency,**  fays  he,  "  is  the  event 
which  we  are  this  day  alfembled  to  commeni<)rate.  It  is  an 
^vent,  whiph  mud  ever  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  nioil  im- 
portant recorded  in  the  Britifh  annals.  It  is  an  event,  which,  at 
the  period  when  it  happened,  juflly  excited  the  attention  of  fur* 
rounding  nations.  It  is  an  event,  which  will  ever  refleft  honour 
upon  our  anceilors,  and  the  remembrance  of  which  ihould,  at  aH 
times,  excite  in  their  delcend'ants  an  ardent  zeal  for  the  liberties 
of  their  country,  and  for  the  rights  of  human  nature. 

♦*  That  when  all  the  efforts  of  regal  tyranny  were  employed  to 
pvernirn  the  liberties  of  England,  rhey  ihould  have  been  ftill  more 
fully  cftabii(lied  at  the  Revolution  ;  that,  in  confequence  of 
f  hat  moll  important  event,  this  country  ihould  now  have  en* 
joyed  an  high  degree  of  liberty,  civil  and  religious,  for  an  entire 
CENTVR  Y  ;— isa  juft  fubjeft  of  national  exultation,  and  of  grali- 
tu4?  to^e  fupreme. Ruler  of  the  Univcrfc,  from  whofe  pfovi- 
<{ential  idifpenfatiohs  Great  Britain  has  derived  fuch  Cgnal  and 
fych  inyaluabje  ble/Lngs. 

♦*  Jt  is  among  the  higheft  honours  of  this  country,  that  its  inha- 
bitants hay.-l>ccn  dillihguiihed,  in  almoft  every  period  of  their 
hiitory,  by  their  iirm,  manly,  and  intrepid  oppofition  to  the  en- 
proa.hments  of  tyranny  On  a  variety  of  occafions  have  our 
fin.:  (I"  $  nobh  aflbited  their  right  as  ifien,  and  as  citizens.  In 
fbe  fpffate,  anc)  in  the  fi?ld,  thc^  have  rtpdM  the  attacks  ^f 
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tyrsU)^  nni  maiataiived  the  honour,  the  dignity,  and  the  liberties 
of  their  country.  Many  efForts  have  been  made  by  the  polfefTors 
of  power  to  overturn  thcfe  liberties;  and,  at  the  period  previous 
to  the  Revolution,  fuch  was  the  defpotifm  of  the  meafures  adopt. 
ed  by  the  then  reigning  prince,  that,  if  they  bad  been  tamely  fub- 
miited  to  by  the  people,  the  liberties  of  England  would  have  had 
no  longer  ^  exigence." 

It  is  thus  that  he  mentions  the  wrongs  that  led 
to,  and  the  patriots  who  diftinguiihed  themfelveA 
during  that  and  a  former  period. 

**  To  enter  ii^to  a  particular  enumeration  of  the  hSts  thtit  pre- 
oeded,  and  that  ^ttteimled  the  Revolution,  would  take  up  more 
tinie  than  would  be  fuitable  to  the  nature  of  fuch  a  meeting  as 
the  prefent  I  (hall,  therefore,  here  only  obfervp,  that  when  the 
iltegal^  the  uncpnflitutional,  and  the  tyrannical  adminiftration  of 
king  JamoB  the  Second,  bad  rendered  it  necelTary  that  all  who 
bad  any  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  their  country,  or  to 
the  Frotcftant  religion,  fliould  make  a  firm  and  united  fhnd 
againft  him;  when  he  adumed  a  power  of  fufpending  the  laws,  and 
of  trampilDgon  the  conflitution ;— tan  illuflriousband  of  patriots 
arofe,  who  projeAed  the  Revolution,  and  who  adopted  thofe 
meafures  that  at.  leo^h  brought  it  to  a  glorious  completionf 
Amppg  ^  principal  jprpnioters  of  the  Revolution,  we  may  par« 
ticuiarJy  enumerate  tTic  earls  of  fievonfhire,'  Shrcwlbury,  and 
Danby,  Lord  Delamer(i),'  Lord  Lumley,  Admiral  Herbert,  Ad-. 

•        •  «.  mirai 

r  • 

( 1)  Henry  Booth,  Lord  Delamer,  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Warring- 
ton,  was  a  nobleman  of  amiable  and  irreproachable  character,  who  is 
raid  CO  have  been  one  onhe  original  projedorl  of  the  Revolution,  aad 
who  was  one  of /he  firll  t^iat  appeared  in  arms  ill  its  fapport,  after  the 
landing  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  B^  he  waa  nor  perfediy  (arnfied* 
with  the  manner  in  which  fome  points  were  adjnfted  alt  the  Revolutioii.- 
He  appears  to  have  wiflied  fdr  more' retrenchments  of  the  regal  prero-* 
gative,  and  to  have  thought,  that  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft  was  nocfuf* 
ficiently  fecured  and  tfcertained  even  under  the  new  fcttkmeR.  Mr.- 
'  Dd  4  •  Granger 
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tniral  RuiTel,  Henry  Compton,  Bifhop  oftiOndoDi  and  Heni^ 
Sydney,  brother  to  the  illuftribus  Algernon. 
'  **  Of  charaAers  of  this  kind  our  country'has  happily  produced 
too  many  to  be  now  diftin<5ly  enumerated :  but  ir  cannot  be  im- 
proper on  this  occafion  to  mention  the  names  of  John  Haicp- 
DEN,  who  oppofed  the  unjuft  claims  of  regal  fyrann^  in  the 
famous  cafe  of  Ship-muney,  and  who  nobly  fell  in  the  catife  of 
brseountry  in  Ohalgrove-field ;  of  the  virtuous,  the  afoiabje,  Ihe 
patriotic  LordiRussEL;  of  the  high-fpifited  «aad  iikiftrio\2$ 
Algernon  Sydney,  wfaofi:  admirable  writings  io  the  caufe  of 
freedom  brought  him  to  the  fcafFold;  and  of  John  Locke,  who 
has  explained  the  true  nature  of  civil  government,  and  efhibliihed 
the  rights  of  nien  on  the  moft  unqueftionable  principles.  And 
among  the  difiinguifhed  votaries  of  lib^ity  in  this  country,  our 
great  and  illuftrioi^s  bard,  the  fublime  Milton,  Ihould  not  be 
forgotten.  Even  the  fplendour  of  his  genius  has  not  fixqred  him 
from  the  moil  virulent  attacks  from  the  partisans  and  ;idvqcates 
of  defpotic  power ;  and  his  zeal  in  fupport  of  the  great  rights  of 
mankind,  ihould,  therefore,  the  more  endear  his  memory  to  thofe 
who  are  a6luatejd  by  the  fame  generous  principles.  He  is  juAly 
entitled  tp  our  veneration  for  the  ardour  of  his  patriotifin,  as  weO 
as  for  that  eltvation  of  genius,  which  enabled  him  to  rfflcd  ib 
inuch  honour  on  his  country  by  his  immortal  writings. 

The  varipus  publications  of  Dr.  Towers,  the  bold- 
nefs  of  his  pri^ciples^  his  unabated  zeal,  and  the 
fide  he  had  taken  during  the  American  conteft^ 
all  tended  to  render  him  confpjcuous.  The  Doc- 

Gnnger  fays  of  him,  in  his  Biographii^al  H^ftory  of  England,  that 
**  he  was  a  roan-of  a  g^f^rous  and  noble  narurp,  which  difdained,  upon 
^'  any  terms,  to  fubo^ic  to  fervijcudc  ^  and  ^hofe  pafiions  fcemed  to 
«  centra  in  the  lofe  of  civil  aa4  religious  liberty."  In  Lord  De* 
lamsr's  ^  Advfce.  to  his  Children*"  printed  in  his  works,  he  (ayt» 
'*  There  nerer  yet  ^as  a^y  good  maoi  who  had  not  an  ardeac  zeal  foe 
••  his  country,"  '     . 
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tor  was  admitted,  in .  177$^:  to  the  wademlcal 
honours  x)f  the  univerfky  of  Edinburgh,  having: 
ceceivied  Ae  degree  of  LL.D.  -. 

Seycr^l  of  Dr.  Tower«\  traas,  &c.  have  been 
lately  republiihed  in  threjB  ^ol$.:8yo.  with.ail  admir- 
able portrait  of  the.  aiithodj  prefixmi,  an  Mtlin^ 
Acetch  of  which  is  given  in  Our  fraiitifpiece.   .1 

He  is  a  widower,  and  has  a  fon,  Who  is  librarian 
of  Dr.  W»liiam$'$  library,  in  Red  Crofs-ftreet, 


LORD  THUKLOW, 


OF'all  the  leqrncd'  frofefflons:^  a?  they  are  aftially 
called,  that  of  the  liaw  is  the  moft  propitious,  in 
this  country  at  leaft,  to'fucli  as  poffefs  talents^  but 
^re  deftitute  of  fortune.  It  affojds  a  greater  variety 
of  opportunities  for  a  young  man  to  bring  both  hi$ 
natural  and  acquired  parts  into  accMifpicuouspoint 
of  view,  and  confequently  to  turn  them  to  an  ad- 
vantageous account,  than  any  other  j  and  where 
fterling  abilities  are  united  with  induftry  and  ap- 
plication, the  chan<^e.of  fuccefs  is  highly  flattering. 
In  fuppprt  of  this  aflertion,  one  might  refer  with 
great  confidence  to  the  catalogue  of  eminent  per- 
fons,  who  have  filled  the  firft  legal  departments  of 
this  kingdom  for  centuries  paft :  the  court  calen- 
dar, and  the  peerage  of  the  prefcnt  day,  will  fur- 
niih  proofs  dill  more  decifive. 
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;  fidfrajsdy  I^rdTh^ri(y«r,;wasib©Hr;?A.D.'i735, 
«t  Aflifiqldi  ad  ohfcure  viilagc  ;iii  lhe\xoamy  of 
Suffolk,  of  which  his  fkthdr;  the  *  jreveirendr  Thomas 
'nmi'I(WE.(Hvhadied  in.  1 76B  )>  was  vifckr;and  wJjettce 
he  baftfelf  •defive«'  hifr  barony.  The  family,  like 
mofti0(th6|SB  whobeni  Ifee^fliine  name  wit*  a- great 
nian  lof  fbrmeii  timess  is  faid  to  be  defdended  from 
the  cBkbrated  Thurloe,  the  feeretary  of  OhVer 
Cromwell  V  but  if  fo^'the  heralds  have  Emitted  the 
circumilance,  for  it  is  not  mentioned  in  the  peer- 

agef.  

The  fubjeft  of  the  prefent  (ketch,  after  receiving 
a  tolerable  educatren^froai  iiis  father,  who  is  faid, 
perhaps  unjuftly,  to  have,  attended  to  the  learmng 
0tfy  of  his  children,  he  was  removed  ^o  Cambridge, 

where  he  was  entered  of  Caiiis  college,  ynder  the 

7  ..  .  ■•       ^       .....         .".**.-' 

'  «  fit  married  Elizabeth'  Smith,  of  Afhfierd,  by  whom  he  hsd 

.  >.  Tbci^s^  wbt  ikd  9i|hop.  of  i  Diii^banii  Mn^  27,  179I9 
^,56.;  and,  ,    ..        '  ,.   > 

3.  Jphn,  a  maoufadturer  at  Norwich^  who  died  Mar«h  4, 
iV8a.  \    '  :  •  . 

t  A  ftory  formerly  circtrtawd,  if  true;  does  great  honour  *ta 
Msl^dfffip;  as  it  evinm^  totflf  abnegation  ^f^  rha^'- IH)y  vaDit^ 
wfakk  ifaswtiaats  acconafBoi^ jcven  great ^fcsssftaiic... 

Qi)  ^iiig  4^k«d ,  hy  ^'fttt<frer,  while  I^rd  High  ;ChanceIlor| 
♦•if  he  wa5,  not  defcend^d  from  the  great^fecrctary  Thurloe  r** 
he  is  faid  to  have  rf  plied  as  follows :  "  There  were  two  of  thai 
name  in  my  cot^nty;  Slr;*the  one  Thurlo^  tile  Hatefman,  the 
^  other  Thurlow  the  carricr.<^I*aiii  ^eSsMWi^*ttiar-ibtt  Iatt«p.^' 
I  tuition 
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fuhion  of  Dr.  Smith,  the  prefent  matter.  While 
there,  his  condu6t  was  fo  irregular,  and  his  fpirit 
fo  haughty,  as  often  to  provoke  academic  cenfure. 
The  frequency  with  which  this  was  adminiftered> 
bad  no  other  effect  upon  a  mind  naturalIy^UDtra6l- 
able,  than  to  produce  occafions  for  ftrifter  difci* 
pline.  .  At  length  it  was  hinted  to  him  pretty 
plainly,  that  a  voluntary  departure  from  Cam- 
bridge would  be  a  prudent  'f^ep  on  his  part,  to 
prevent  the  higheft  punilhment  that  an  univerfity 
can  infli£l.  He  accordingly  quitted  his  college 
without  taking  any  degr^^e,  and  repaired  to  the 
metropolis,  where,  after  fpending  fome  ccmfidera* 
ble  time,  and  exh^uftipg.his  fln^ces.  In  a  mapneri 
we  may  fuppofe,  not  very  different  from  that  which 
had  diflinguifhed  him  elfe where,  he  e^gaged^ 
at  the  entreaty  of  his  friends,  in  the  ftudy  of  the 
law,  and  accordingly  entered  himfelf  of  the  Inner 
Temple.  How  he  condu6ted  himfelf  in  this  new 
Situation  is  little  known ;  but  thofe  who  remember 
him  fay,  that  there  was  nothing  either  in  his  appli* 
cation  or  his  converfation,  that  warranted  any  ex* 
pe£l&tion  of  his  fubfequent  celebrity.  Even  long 
after  his  being  called  to  the  bar,  he  continued  un- 
known and  unnoticed,  and  confequently  unempJoy^ 
cd.  At  length  a  fortunate  circumftance  occurred, 
which  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  Ihewing  to  the 
world  that  he  was  pofTefled  of  powers  of  the  firft  or^ 
(Jer.  By  fome  means  or  other,  with  which  we  are  not 
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acquainted  *, '  he  was  employed  to  arrange  and 
ftate  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Archibald  Doug-las,  in  the 
great  legal  conteft  with  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  ; 
and  this  tafk,  which  was  a  very  complex  and  im- 
portant one,  be  executed  in  a  moft  mafterljr  man- 
ner. 

About  this  time  he  alfo  acquired  the  favour  an4 
patronage  of  Lord  Weymouth  ;  and  from  that 
moment  the  path  to  honours  and  emoluments  lay 
finooth  before  him  ;  for  not  long  after  he  was  made 
one  of  the  king's  counfel,  then  (in  1770)  appointed 
SoKcjtor-general,  and  in  a  few  months  more  he  fuc-* 
ceeded  Sir  Williarp  de  Grey,  as  Attorney-general. 
It  is  very  remarkable,  however,  that  the  imiverfity 
cf  Cambridge  never  named  him,  according  to 
nfual  cuftom,  one  of  its  (landing  cptinfel.  Whe- 
ther this  negleft  proceeded  from  a  recollection  of 
his  fdrmer  conduft,  or  from  his  having  left  college 
without  taking  a  degree,  is  uncertain.  But  though 
unmindful  of  him,  it  redounds  to  his  honour,  that 
on  his  advancement  to  the  Chancellorfliip  he  re- 
membered his  old  tutor,  as  well  as  his  college 
aflbciates,  and  conferred  favours  upon  them  which 
they  never  could  have  expefted,  more  efpecially 
from  one  who  had  met  with  a  treatment  bordering 

*  He  had  fignalized  himfeif  before  this,  ia  a  cagfe,  in  whicb 
the  late  earl  of  Winchelfea  and  Mr.  Luke  Robinfqn  were  coo- 
corned ;  anc|  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely,  that  it  led  to  his  being  re- 
tained in  the  great  §cotch  contefl,  about  to  be  mentioned. 
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on  feverity  at  their  hands.  Many  anecdotes  of  hi» 
generofity  might  be  related ;  but  one  fliall  fufiice. 

While  at  college,  be  was  often  too  licentious 
with  his  tongue,  and .  entering  once  into  a  difpute 
with*  an  eleftive  and  temporary  officer,  he  was 
aflced  "whether  he  knew  that  he  w^as  talking 
tp  the  ^ean  /"— «  Yes,  Mr.  Dean^'  replied  Mr. 
Thurlow ;  and  never  afterwards  faw  him  without 
reiterating  "A/r.  Dean!  Mr.  Dean  I"  which  fet 
them  at  variance.  When  he  became  Attorney- 
general,  |hey  met  by  accident;  and  he  addreffed 
bis  old  friend,  univiUv:glyj  "  How  do  you  do,  Mr. 
Dean  ?''  which  fo  hurt  the  old  cantab,  that  he  left 
the  room  without  making  him  any  reply.  On  hi$ 
obtaining  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  he  took  aa 
opportunity  of  meetingonce  more  with  his  quondam 
acquaintance,  and  again  addreffed  him  with  "  How 
"  do  you  do,  Mr.  Dean  r  "  My  Lord,'*  replied  the 
other  fuljenly,  "  I  am  not  now  a  dean,  and  there* 
"  fore  do  not  deferve  the  title."  *'  But  you  are  a 
**  dean"  faid  his  lordfhip  ;  ^'  and  to  fatisfy  you  that 
**  it  is  fo,  read  this  paper,  by  which  you  will^fin4 
•*  that  you  are  Dean  of  :  and  I  am  fo  convmc- 
**  ed  that  you  will  do  honour  to  the  appointment, 
"  that  I  am  forry  any  part  of  my  condu£l  fliould 
"  have  given  offence  to  fo  good  a  man." 

He  was  twice  elefted  member  of  parliament  (if 
his  nmi^^ation  may  be  fo  termed)  for  the  borough 
of  Tarn  worth,  in  StaffordQiire  ;  and  during  the  time 
lie  fat  in  thp  Houfe  of  Commons  he  was  greatly 
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refpefted  by  both  fides  for  tbe  candour,  integrfty*y 
and  talents,  which  he  unifonnly  difplayed*  There 
he  became  a  firm  and  undaunted  fupporter  of  the 
meafures  of  the  exifting  admmijR:ration,  and  cer* 
tainly  no  man  was  ever  called  upon  to  defend  a 
more  unpopular  one.  Lord  North  found  his  elo- 
quence, promptitude,  and  refolution,  offuchvaft 
fervice  to  him  againft  his  numerous  and  po\^^crful 
adverfaries,  that  in  return  he  gave  him  the  great 
feal,  in  June,  1778  ;  at  which  time  he  was  created 
a  peer. 

On  entering  upon  this  high  office  he  (hewed  a 
firmnefs,  and  an  integrity,  rarely  equalled.  It  had 
been  ufual  with  former  chancellors  to  make  confi- 
derable  alterations,  on  their  advancement,  in  the 
officers  of  their  court,  with  a  view  to  ferve  their 
dependants,  or  oblige  their  minifterial  friends :  and 
in  particular,  the  commiffioncrs  of  bankrupts  were 
commonly  changed.  On  the  prefent  occafion^ 
however,  hardly  any  alterations  were  made ;  and 
only  one  perfon  was  difmiffed,  which  he  owed  to 
his  own  imprudence,  in  foliciting  the  influence  of 
his  lordfliip's  miftrefs. 

The  fituation  of  the  chancellor  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  as  fpeaker,  is  not  only  of  great  importance, 
but  of  peculiar  delicacy,  and  requires  much  addrefs. 
The  hereditary  members  of  the  conftitution  are  ge- 
nerally fraught  with  lofty  fentiments,  and  feel  but 
little  inclination  to  bend  to  the  authority  of  a  man 
raifed  from  among  the  herd  of  prafititiOirers  in  the 
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infericBT  canm.  Aldiot^  tte'^owefe  te^fed  iir 
the  fpeaker  be  very  great,  yet  they  had  fddom 
been  exericifed  oy;ei?  a  debate  in  rcftrainihg  the 
exuberances  of  the  noble  orafof  6 ;  the  confequence 
of  which  was,  that  they  freqUeMly^wandered  wide 
of  the  queftion,  befides  committing  othef  irregu- 
larities inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  fo  auguft  an 
affcmbly.  Lord  Thurlow  determined  to  exert  him- 
ielf  in  reforming  thefe  abufes,  and  Shewing  that  a 
chancellor  ought  to  be  looked  up  to  with  deference^ 
inilead  of  fitting,  as  had  been  too  often  the  cafe^  a 
mere  cypher.  His  interference  in  the  debate,  ta 
prefer ve  order,  and  to  confine  the  members  imme- 
diately to  the^point,  excited  no  fmall  furpriee  and 
diflatisfa£lion ;  at  laft  the  Duke  of  Grafton^  feeling 
himfelf  hurt  at  a  check  which  he  had  experienced, 
remonftrated  againft  it  with  great  iharpnefs.  For 
this  he  received  a  correftion  on  the  inftatlt,  in  terms 
that  were  pointedly  fevcre,  yet  fpiritedly  decorous ;^ 
and  from  that  moment  Lord  T's  chara6leF  and  au- 
thority rofe  to  the  proper  level  in  that  houfe. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  North  adminiftra- 
tion,  he  continued  an  uniform  and  able  defender 
of  the  meafures  of  government.  Indeed,  a  ftronger 
piroof  of  the  univerfal  efteiem  in  which  he  was  held 
by  all  parties  could  not  be  adduced,  than  in  his 
retaining  the  feals  at  the  exprefs  requeft  of  the 
new  miniftry.  He  never,  however,  cordially  united 
with  Lord  Shelburne,  when  that  nobleman  was 
at  the  head,  of  affairs,  though  he  held  the  chan- 
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ccllorfljip  during  the  vAiole  of  his  IhortJivcd  ad- 
miniftration. 

On.  the  entrance  of  the  coalition  junto  into 
power,  hisLordfliip  refigned.his  ftation  with  be- 
coming dignity :  but  refumed  it  again  when  that 
flrange  monfter  was  driven  out  by  the  united  ?oice 
of  the  people. 

Few  men  in  that  poft  have  gained  fuch  a  degree 
of  popularity  as  LordThurlow;  and  it  ought  to 
be  pbferved,  that  the  times  in  which  he  has  h'ved- 
have  been,  extremely  critical,  and  that  he  has  had 
to  encounter  many  events  of  a-very  difficult  nature. 

The.  moft  remarkable  period  in  his  life,  and  that 
upon  which  his  future  biographer  will  have  to 
dwell  with  the  greateft  complacency,  is  the  epoch 
of  the  king's  illnefs.  No  fituation  could  be  more  try- 
ing 5  and  certainly  no  man  ever  condu£ted  himfelf  in 
a  trying  fituation  with  greater  fortitude  or  wifdom. 
His  integrity  on  that  occalion  was,  indeed,  con*- 
fpicuous;  and  he  had  the  rare  fatisfa£lion  of  re- 
ceiving for  his  reward,  the  grateful  acknowledge^ 
ments  of  both  prince  and  people  at  the  fame  time. 
His  fpeeches  on  the  Regency  queftion,  will  ever 
remain  upon  record  as  the  moft  precious  memorials 
of  unfliaken  re£iitude  ;  and  that  declaration  which 
in  a  manner  may  be  faid  to  have  ele6trified  the 
Houfe  of  Pe^rs,  "  When  I  forfake  my  king  in  the 
•^  hour  of  his  diftrefs,  may  my  God  forfake  me  !'* 
ought  to  be  engraven  upon  his  monument. 

After  having  a£ied  vi^ith  Mr.  Pitt,  in.perfefl  uni^ 

fon. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tORD   THURLOVr.  417 

ion,  ever  fince  that  gentleman  came  into  office,  till 
the  prefent  eventful  war,  a  marked  difitrence  of 
opinion  in  the  cabinet  at  length  rendered  the  refig- 
nation  of  one  or  other  of  thefe  ftatefmen  unavoid- 
able. Accordingly  Lord  Thurlow  delivered  up  the 
great  feal.  In  a  manner,  and  in  terms  that  affe£led[ 
his  royal  mafter  very  forcibly.  Doubtlefs  his  Ma- 
jefty  could  not  but  recolleft,  at  that  moment,  the 
fervices  vs^hich  the  ex-chancellor  had  rendered  him 
in  that  awful  feafon  when  he  was,  as  it  were,  (hut 
out  froni  fociety,  and  oppreffed  with  the  moft  fevere 
of  human  maladies ! 

From  that  time.  Lord  T.  hasf  contented  himfelf 
with  enjoying  the  oHum  cum  dignifaU,  in  his  retire- 
ment at  Dulwich.  But  though  he  has  withdrawn 
himfelf  from  the  prefent  miniftry,  he  has  not  petu- 
lantly joined  the  phalanx  of  oppofition.  His  mind 
is  fuperior  to  party  connexion,  which,  at  the  beft, 
is  but  a  mean  kind  of  bondage.  While  in  office, 
Jhe  preferved  an  independent  fpirit,  and  was 
always  ready  to  exprefs  his  diffatisfaftion  at  the 
meafures  of  his  colleagues  in  power ;  and  now  that 
he  has  no  fliare  in  the  government,  he  is  equally 
free  in  reproving  or. commending  either  minifl:ers 
or  their  opponents. 

His  great  charafteriftics  are  fleadinefs,  unifor- 
mity, and  inflexibility,  which  often  proceed  to  a 
length  that,  in  others,  would  be  termed  obftinacy* 
No  man  can  (hake  him  from  his  purpofe,  when  his 
opioAon  is  once  fixed.  With  this  fpirit  of  deter-- 
£  e  mination. 
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termination,  is,  however,  united  a  powerfutprincrple 
of  integrity.  In  all  the  fituations  which  he  has^ 
filled,  he  has  condir£ted  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  no  enemy  carf*find  an  occafion  to  fatten  any 
fufpicion  upon  him.  Though  a  ft  ranger  to  gen- 
tlenefs  of  voice  or  manner,  he  poffefles  a  large  and 
rery  liberal  mind.  In  the  difpofal  of  preferments, 
his  chief  regard  ever  was  to  merit ;  and  he  has 
been  often  known  to  refift  the  influence  of  his  mi- 
nifterial  airociate3,  in  order  to  bring  in  thofe  whom 
lie  fup|)ofed  to  be  better  qualified  for  the  vacant 
offices. 

As  a  public  fpeaker,  he  poflfefles  great  powers; 
and  though  devoid  of  the  more  winning  graces 
which  fteal  their  way  to  the  heart,  he  carries 
home  conviftioh  to  it,  by  a  feleft  arrangement  of 
words,  a  dignity  of  utterance,  a  clofe  and  logical 
mode  of  argument,  and  a  lingular  exprciEvenefs  of 
countenance. 

With  fuch  qualifications,  and  fuch  virtues,  not 
to  poflefs  fome  failings  would  be  more  than  falls  ta 
the  lot  of  humanity.  Thofe  of  his  lordlhip  arife 
entirely  from  at  defeft  in  his  tarly  education,  and 
from  the  peculiar  caft  of  his  mind.  Juvenile  ha- 
bits and  indifcretions  are  rarely  fo  altered  in  more 
advanced  life,  as  not  to  leave  fome  tindure  of 
their  influence,  unlefs  in  very  flexible  difpofitions 
alone. 

Lord  Thurlow's  charafter  is  replete  with  inte- 
grity and  liberality  J  apd  therefore  a  few  imperfec- 
tions 
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fions  ffiay  the  mdre  reafonbly  be  excufedi*.     Coarfe 
laoguage,  at  times^  is  fsdd  to  efcape  him;  and- 

Ibtne 

*  One  of  the  xDoIt  learhed  men  of  the  prefknt  day,  perhaps^ 
dipped  his  pen  in  the^^  of  party  prejudice,  when  he  drewth0 
following  ckara6ler  of  his  lordflitp  under  the  name  of  Noviys. 

^<  Minas  poiTumus  contemnere  voc6mque  fuhuincam  Thr^fonici^ 
Iflius  Oratods  tS  rai  l^fSi  xVa»«af  iwpitoTOf,  cujus  vulticuluiQ,  liti 
Novioioim  iftius  minoris,  ferre  poffe  fe  negat  Quadruplatoruoii 
genus  omne  et  Snbfcttptorum.  Quid  enim  ?  truculentus  fettiper 
incedit,  tet^rque,  et  terribilis  alpedU.  De  fupercilio  auteih  ift# 
quid  diceodum  eft?  annon  reipubUcat  illud  quafi  pignus  quod** 
dam  videtur?  annon  fenatus  illo,  tanquam  Atlante  coelux%  inni» 
titur?  "^ 

"  Ferunt  profti^^  Novium  in  •  fumma  &rits\te  cffc  verfutiffiv^ 
mum,  promtiimque  ingenio  ultra  Barbarum.'  Quod  fi  dem(eris  illj^ 
aiit  a^^Tnra  quanta  in  Bcuto  fiiit,  aut  mxfoTUTa  vere  Menippeany 
aut  vf^c^irw  anv^fhvra  propriam  et  fuam,  facile  eidem  juris  nodos 
kgumque  dbntgmata  ad  folvendum  permifeiis. 

*^  Fefvido  quodam  etpetulanti  genere  dicendi  utitUT)  eod^mque^. 
nee  vaFde  nttentiy  nee  plan^  horrido.  Solutos  irridontium  eacbin- 
nos  ita  commovet^  ut  lepores  ejus,  fcurriles  et  prorfus  veterato* 
rios  diceres.  Omnia  loquitur  verborum  fand  bonorum  curf« 
quodam  incitato,  itemque  voce,  qua  ne  fubfellia  quidem  ipfa  de*^ 
fiderant  pleniorem  et  grandiorem.  In  adverfariis  autem  laceran^ 
4is  ita  cauftdiconnn  figuras  jaculatur,  ita  calllda  et  malitiofii  juH^ 
iaterpretatione utitnr,  iu  fiucre etbacchari  folet,  ut  feipd, mirerw 
tarn  alias  res  agere  optimates^  ut  fit  pcn^  infano  iutcr  difcftoff 
loeus. 

^  Fuit  ei,  perinde  atque  aliis,  fortuna  pro  virtutibus.  Dldicit 
autem  k  Muciano,  fatis  clarum  efle  apud  timtatem,  quifquis 
timeatur.  Corpore  ipfe  ingens,  animi  immodicus^  verbis  magni« 
ficus,  et  fpecie  inanium  magis  quim  fapientia  validus,  fiudia  ad 
€t  Optimatium  illexit^  e6mque  adeptus  eft  auftoritatem,  quae 
liomini  noro  pro  facundia  efle  pofTet,     Scilicet^  qu«   bonis 
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.  Jbme  facetious  barrifters  have  pretended  to  ob» 
fcrvc  an  oath  quivering  on  his  lips,  while  fitting  at 
Lincoln's  Inn ;  but  the  unmannerly  ftranger  has 
never  been  allowed  to  efcape^  though  his  unwilling 
retention  was,  doubtlefs,  a  painful  emotion. 

His  lordfiiip  was  never  married,  but  he  has  feve- 
ral  natural  children. 

Although  he  rents  a  houfe^  and  maintains  a  re* 
gular  eftablifliment,  in  St.  James*s-fquai:e,  yet  he 
never  fleeps  in  town ;  but  retires  inftantly  from  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  to  his  refidence,  near  Dulwich,  ia 
Surrey. 

■» 
Titio,  Seioque  turpiffima  forent,  Novium  noflrum  maximc 
decent,  fiquidem  e  iubfellis  elapfus  de  Tribunal!  nunci  pronuntieC, 
ct  ex  Praecone  aionum  &6tus  fit  inftitor  eloquendas  feoatoria?. 
Quam  igitar  in  civitate  gratiam  dicendi  ^cultate  Q^Varius 
confecutus  eft,  vafius  homo  atque  fbedus,  eandem  Novius  iotel- 
ligit,  ilia  ipfa  facultate,  quamcunque  habeti  fc  elTe  in  Senam 
cenfecutum— ~ 


*'  Ellum,  eottfidens^  catus : 


Cum  fiaciem  videas,  videtiir  effe  quantivis  preti : 
Triftis  feveritas  ineft  in  voltu,  atque  in  verbis  fides." 

*<  Of  that  orator,  who  carries  menace  and  terror  in  hi»  broir, 
we  think  the  eloquence  Thrafonic,  and  dcfpife  its  loaded  thun- 
ders ;  whofeafped,  like  the  younger  Nonusi  repels  all  under* 
Unp  and  petitioners/'  &c. 
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THE  MARQJJIS  CORNWALLIS. 

THE  fubjeft  of  this  memoir  has  afted  with  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  charafter  of  a  ftatefman  as  well  as  a 
foldien  Like  the  Roman  confuls  of  old,  he  has 
received  and  difpatched  ambafladors;  he  ha?  de- 
clared war,  and  granted  peace.  He  fcrught  for 
the  prefervation  of  an  empire  in  America  5  he  re- 
tained and  enlarged  the  Britifti  dominions  in  Afia; 
and  in  Europe,  he  has  humbled  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  an(l,  by  his  energy  and  humane  policy,  has 
-nrruflied  a  civil  war  in  the  bud. 

Marquis  Comwallis,  whofe  family  is  very  anci-'' 
ent  and  honourable,  was  born  December  31  ft, 
1738,  and  feems  to  have  been  intended  from  his 
cradle  for  the  army.  He  accordingly  entered  into 
the  fervice  at  9  very  early  age^  and  we  find  him  in 
1738,  when  only  twenty  years  old^  and  at  a  period 
when  promotions  were  lef^  rapid  than  at  prefent,  a 
Captain  in  Colonel  Craufurd's  light  infantry,  under 
the  title  qi  Lord  Broome,  Three  years  after  this,  ho 
accompanied  the  Marquis  of  Oranby  to  the  conti- 
nent, in  the  honourable  ^nd  confidential  capacity 
qf  one  of  hjs  4ids'd^camp^  and  was  of  courfe  at- 
tendant on  the  perfon  of  that  gallant  nobleman 
during  the.campaign.  It  was  thus,  in  the  fields  of 
Germany,  and  under  the  moft  fkilful  and  celebrated 
jgcnerals  of  the  day,  that  Lord  Broome  acquired 
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the  rudiments  of  the  art  of  war,  and  prepared  hirn-' 
felf  to  command  others,  by  firft  learning  to  obey. 

In  1 76 1,  be  was  |)romoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieu* 
tenant-colonel  of  the  twelfth  regiment  of  foot;  and 
we  then  find  him  difcharging  his  civil  as  well  as 
military  duties,  by  fitting  as  a  reprefentative  in 
parliament  for  the  Borough  of  Rye. 

On  the  death  of  his  father,  who  was  the  fifth 
peer  of^his  fdmily,  in  I7i5z,  he  of  courfe  vacated 
his  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  appeared 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  under  the  title  of  liOrd 
Comwallis.  In  1765,  he  was  nominated  one  of 
the  lords  of  the  bedchamber  j  and  about  the  fame 
time,  was  honoured  with  the  appointment  of  Aid^ 
ide-campio  his  prefent  Majefty,  which  was  tanta^ 
jnount  to  a  promotion  in  the  army. 

His  fpirit,  however,  was  manly  and  independents 
The  flavours  of  the  crown  did  not  make  him  forget 
the  duties  of  the  peerage;  for  he  voted  frequently 
againft  the  'tftinifter,  and  fometimes  adopted  what 
is  called  th^  popular  ftdc  of  the^queftion;  in  parti- 
Cillar,  when  tho^  memorable  bill  for  fecuring  the 
legiflative  power  of  Great  Britain  over  the  AmerU 
can  colonies  was  introduced  into  the  upper  houfe^ 
Lord  Comwallis  was  one  of  the  five  who  refufed 
their  confent.  This  feeble,  but  refpeftable  oppofi- 
tion,  was  headed  by  the  venerable  Earl  Camden*. 

•  He 

*  Lord  Mansfidd  rallied  his  Lordfblp  on  thb  occaion^  oi| 

4CCQ\)o(  Qf  the  ^outb  of -his  ^flbgiates,     f«  foor  Camden  1** 
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He  alfo,  on  another  remarkable  occafion,  entered 
his  proteft  againft  the  queftion  to  vote  away  privi- 
lege in  matters  of  libel. 

Luckily  for  the  nation,  his  political  did  not  in- 
terfere with  his  military  career ;  for,  in  1 766,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  thirty-third 
regiment  of  foot,  which  he  ftill  holds;  and  two 
years  afterwards,  married  Mifs  Jemima  Tulikens 
Jones,da^ghter  of  James  Jones,  Efq.  whofc  lingular 
fucceflion  to  a  large  fortune  is  related  at  large  in  the 
JOiemoirs  of  the  facetious  Tate  Wilkinfon.     With 
this  lady,  who  brought  him  two  children  (a  fon  and 
a  daughter),  he  enjoyed  every  felicity  the  connubial 
fiate  is  capable  of  yielding,  until  he  was  called  on 
to  embark  with  his  regiment  for  America.     On 
this  occafion.  Lady  Cornwallis,  inconfolable  at  the 
idea  of  parting  from  him,  after  urging  every  plea 
that  afTe^iion  coujid  fugged,  applied  to  his  uncle, 
then  Archbirtiop  of  Canterbury,  who,  at  her  re- 
queft,  procured  the  king's  leave  of  abfence.     But, 
notwithftanding  all  the  fondnefs  of  the  hufband, 
duty  prevailed  over  affeflion,  and  a  nice  fenfe  of 
honour  urged  her  dearly-beloved  lord  to  forfake 
her.    The  feparation  was,  however,  too  much  for 
her  weak  nerves  to  bear ;  ibe  literally  fell  a  prey 
to  love,  funk  beneath  the  weight  of  her  grief,  aod 

iaid  the  CKief  Jufticc,  ^  Could  you  on^  get  four  boys  to 
^*  Support  yau!" 

Ee4  died; 
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died  ;  thus  affording  a  moft  Angular  and  romantic 
inftance  of  conjugal  affeftion  ! 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  America,  we  6nd  hi» 
Jord(hip  ferving  under  Sir  William  Howe,  with 
the  rank  of  Major-genetal,  and-a£ling  as  an  able 
and  indefatigable  partifan.  Having  landed,  in 
>  November,  1786,  on  the  Jerfey  ftiore,  at  the  head 
of  a  detached  corps,  and  found  Fort  Lee  evacu- 
ated, he  inftantly  penetrated  into  the  country,  and 
took  poffeflion  of  the  province.  At  the  end  of  the 
campaign,  he  repaired  to  New  York,  with  a  view 
to  embark  for  Great  Britain ;  but  having  received 
advice  of  the  difaftrous  affair  of  Trentown,  with 
the  unpremeditated  gallantry  of  a  foldier,  he  de- 
ferred his  voyage,  and  returned  to  the  Jerfeys. 
'  His  lordfhip's  firft  enterprize  in  1777,  was  an  at- 
tempt to  furprize  an  American  poll  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood, in  which  he  in  part  fucceeded.  Soon 
after  this,  he  received  orders  from  General  Howe 
to  abandon  the  Jerfeys,  and  in  July  he  embarked 
with  the  Englifh  commander-in-chief  in  the  expe- 
dition to  the  Chefapeak. 

This  was  not  a  conteft  in  which  large  armies 
contended  with  each  other,  and  in  which  the  fate 
of  ft  battle  was  to  decide  the  lot  of  an  empire. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  what  the  French  term  a 
fetitc  guerre ',  a  war  of  polls  and  of  lkiirmilhes>  of 
night  marches  ^nd  furprifes,  in  which  the  climate 
and  the  fword  cut  off  thoufands,  without  putting  a 
period  to  hoftilities.    It  is  in  vain,  therefore,  to  ex> 
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peft  any  very  fplendid  achievements  on  fo  narrow 
a  field  of  enterprize,  when  it  is  recolle£ted  that 
both  armies  would  have  fcarcely  conftituted  an 
advanced  guard  to  a  continental  general^  in  the 
conflifts  we  have  fo  recently  witneffed. 

In  feveral  of  the  fubfequent  events,  his  lordfhip 
took  a  very  aftive  part.  He  commanded  a  confi* 
derable  body  of  troops  at  the  paflage  of  the  Brandy^^ 
wine,  and  after  driving  the  enemy  before  him,  en- 
tered and  took  poifeffion  of  Philadelphia,  on  the 
24th  of  September,  1777.  This  was  then  confi* 
dered  a  very  important  acquifition ;  but  it  was  foon 
difcovered,  that  a  country  might  be  over-run  with* 
out  being  fubjugated,  and  that  the  pofleflion  even 
of  a  province,  does  not  always  depend  on  fccuring 
the  capital. 

From  that  period  until  1779,  when  he  embarked 
as  a  lieutenant-general  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for 
the  fiege  of  Charleftown,  he  feems  to  have  had  few 
opportunities  of  (ignalizing  himfelf. .  On  the  fur* 
render  of  the  place,  the  command  of  South  Caro- 
lina, with  about  4000  troops,  devolved  upon  him. 
On  hearing  this.  General  Gates,  who  had  rendered 
himfelf  fo  famous  by  the  capture  of  Burgoyne  and 
his  army  at  Saratoga,  took  poft  near  Camden^ 
where  he  had  colle£ted  about  3,600  men.  Lord 
Comwailis,  inftead  of  being  daunted  at  this  event9 
advanced  with  an  inferior  force  -,  and  en  the  mom<» 
Jng  of  the  1 6th  of  Oftober,  a  fevere  aftion  took 
p]a(re^  which  was  fooi^  decided  by  the  fpicit  of  the 
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Bfitifli  troops^  who,  after  a  fmart  fire,  bad  recourl^ 
to  their  bayonet ;  and  the  Americans  having  at 
length  given  way,  were  purfiied  nearly  twenty  mUes. 
Seven  pieces  of  cannon,  the  greater  part  of  the 
baggage,  and  a  thoufand  pTifoners,  coiillituted  tba 
trophies  of  this  day. 

.  Early  in  178 1,  General  Arnold,  who  had  nowre^ 
Snquiihed  .both  the  cauTe  and  the  fervice  of  his 
native  CQUntry,  had  landed  ip  the  Chefapeak, 
where  he  did  confide:rable  mifchief  to  his  former 
afiKxiates.  Lord  Cornwall  is,  on  hearing  of  this^ 
deterinined  to  effect  a  junftion  with  him,  in  order 
to  overwhelm  the  Marquis  La  Fayette,  fince  fo 
much  celebrated  for  his  patri^tifm  and  fufierings 
during  the  French  revolution,  as  commander-in^ 
chief  of  the  national  guards. 

Accordingly,  having  difpatched  the  gallant  Co- 
lonel (now  the  patriot  General)  Tarletoij  with  the 
cavalry,  and  Colonel  Simcoe  having  been  fent  for- 
Ji?ard  by  Arnold,  with  the  Queen's  gangers,  they 
4ook  poffeflion  of  the  fords  on  the  Nottoway  and  the 
>leherrin,  the  only  rivers  that  intervened  ;  and  a 
Junction  accordingly  took  place  between  the  two  ar- 
mies, at  Peteriburgh,  on  the  20th  of  May.    Imme- 
diately %ft0r  this,  the  Britifii  army  croffed  James^ 
river,   at  Weftover,    in    purfuit    pf  the    French 
,i:ommander,  who  by  this  time  had  decamped  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Richiiond,  and  retired  to- 
V^ards  the  back  country  with  fuch  celerity,  that  it 
V^as  impo(Ilble  to  overtake  hinu 
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In  the  mean  while.  Sir  Hehry  Clinton,  who  w* 
'fipprehenfive  for  the  fafety  of  New- Yorlr,  blanked 
Xx)rd  Cornwallis  for  penetrating  fo  far ;  and  a  cool- 
nefs  from  this  moment  feems  to  have  taken  place, 
which  ended  in  a  fubfequent  difpute  and  appeal  to 
the  public.  No  fooner  were  the  difpatcTies  re- 
ceived, however,  than  his  lordftiip,  knowing  that 
obedience  is  one  of  the  firft  duties  of  a  foldier, 
abandorfed  Portfmouth,  and  concentrated  his  force* 
^t  York  and  Gloucefter, 

General  Waftiington,  on  learning  this,  was  defir- 
ous  to  ftrike  a  blow,  that  might  poffibly  put  a  period 
to  the  war,  and  he  had  fiftually  formed  the  daring 
projeft  of  capturing  the  brave  Earl  and  all  his  forces. 
Jlochambeau,  the  French  commander,  entered  with 
great  fpirit  into  the  fcheme;  and  it  unluckily  prov- 
ed but  too  fuccefsfiul.  The  combined  armies  of 
France  and  America  accordingly  pafled  through 
Philadelphia,  and  at  length  arrived,  on  the  28th  of 
September,  in  fight  of  York- Town,  at  which  the 
Bntifti  troops  ftill  remained  potted,  in  confequence 
of  difpaches  from  the  commander-in-chief,  prar 
mifing  immediate  relief.  Lord  Cornwallis  oi| 
this  withdrew  his  forces  within  the  place,  in- 
fulj  confidence  of  holding  out,  until  the  arrival  of 
the  promifed  fuccours.  The  works  thus  aban« 
doned  by  him,  were  occupied  next  day  by  the 
confederates,  and  the  town  regularly  inverted. 

The  Englifh  commander  being  now  reduced  to 
^Jk:  alternative  of  either  furrendering  or  attempt- 
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fog  to  efcape,  of  courfe  preferred  the  latt€r>  and 
aftoally  conceived  the  idea  of  croifing  the  river^ 
lurprifing  Brigadier  Choife,  who  was  poiled  on  the 
other  fide,  mounting  his  own  in&ntry  on  th^  ca- 
▼sdry  of  the  vanquiflied,  and  thus  eflfefting^a  rc- 
freat^  which  would  have  been  infinitely  more  glo- 
ilous  than  any  vi£lory. 

In  purfuance  of  this  defign,  the  light  infantry, 
tec,  were  actually  embarked  in  boats,  and  tran- 
Jported  to  the  Gloucefter  fliores,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  night;  but  a  viplept  ftorm  having  arifi?n,  the 
troops  were  driven  much  lower  than  was  intend* 
cd,  and  prevented,  during  a  confiderable  time,  from 
leturning*  In  this  djftfefsfiil  fitujition,  ?ind  deffi- 
tute  even  of  ammunition,  his  lordfhip,  unwilling 
to  eJ^pofe  the  remains  of  his  gallant  army  to  an 
jiff^ult,  confented,  on  the  17th  of  Oftober,  to 
capitulate  ;  and  the  terms  were,  on  the  whole,  not 
imfavourable. 

Lord  CornwaFlis  Jiow  returned  to  his  native 
country,  in  order  to  repofe  himfelf  after  the  fetigues 
of  an  unfortunate  war,  and  enjoy  all  th^  happinefs 
that  can  pofflbly  enfuc  from  the  fweets  pf  private 
friendfliip  and  public  efteera. 

During  the  political  contefts  that  tpok  place 
in  X782,  and  1783,  his  I6rdfliip  was  for  a  time 
deprived  of  his  place  ^s  Lieutenant  pf  the  Tower 
of  London,  which  he  had  obtained  feveral  year§ 
before;  but  in  the  year  1784  it  waq  reflored 
%Q  hijgpL     The  calm  that  enfued  after  the  pea^re, 
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jlirevented  his  talents  from  being  calfed  into  a£liim 
fer  feme  years ;  but  the  affairs  of  India  no  fooner 
.began  to  alTume  a  critical  afpe<5l,  than  a  man  was 
looked  for,  who  united  in  his  own  perfon  the 
cfteem  and  confidence  of  the  king,  the  miniftry, 
and  the  people.  CJornwallis  was  accordingly  pitcli- 
ed  upon,  and  immediately  appointed  to  the  higK 
honourable,  and  important  iituation  of  Goveraor- 
general  of  Bengal. 

No  fooner  did  he  arrive  there,  than  a  war  took 
place  with  Tippoo  Sultaun,  fon  of  the  famous 
Hyder,  ^o,  from  humble  beginnings,  attained 
great  power,  acquired  extenfive  territories,  and  or- 
ganized an  immenfc  army.  The  condu£i  of  hofti* 
Ipties  was  at  firft  intrufted  to  the  Madras  govern* 
ment ;  but  little  or  no  progrefs  being  made,  the 
Governor- general  left  Calcutta,  and  proceeded  to 
the  fcene  of  action,  where  be  arrived  on  the  lath 
of  December,  1790.  Having  inftantly  aflumed  the 
command  of  the  grand  army,  he  proceeded  to  Vel- 
lore^  and  feemed  to  meditate  an  attack  on  the  My- 
fore  country,  by  the  Baramahal  Valley.  The  ful- 
taun,  unacquainted  with  European  ta3ic8,  was 
deceived  by  this  motion ;  for  the  Englifli  foon  after 
made  a  rapid  march  to  the  Muglu  Pafs,  through 
which  they  penetrated  with  little  or  no  oppo^. 
fition. 

Within  a  few  miles  of  Bangalore,  Tippoo's  army, 
at  length  difplayed  itfelf  on  the  heights,  in  excel- 
lent order  j  and  it  foon  appeared  that  his  fubjeds, 
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a^  if  ia  love  wMh  defpotifin^  were  attached  both  t<k 
bl&  petfpp  and  goveniment .  Notwithftanding  tfaie^ 
Bangaloie  was  immediately  invefted^  and  the  pstSdh, 
w.toyijif.  ftormed  and  taken  oij  the  very  next  day* 
The  redufcHion  of  the  fort  itfelf  followed  foon  aftef. 
.  The  army  having  bean  joined  by  the  Nizam,  and 
a  reinforcement  of  5000  men,  under  Colonel  Old-*- 
ham,  Lprd  CofQwallis  de^termined  to  march  againil 
Seringapatam',  the  capital  of  Tippoo  5  afid  on  the 
13  th  of  May,  t^e  army  arrived  within  light  of  a 
place,  the  qapture  of  whifch  was  expe£kd  to  put- 
OL  period;  to  its  toils,  ekid  reward  all  its  labours. 
As  the  fultaun  Jbad  pofted^  thither  a  few  days  be* 
folie,  and  occupied  an  advantageous  caimp,  it  wa» 
determined. to  cferry  it,  if  poffible,  by  furprife  ;  but 
this  fcbetne  proved  abortive,  from  -the  vigilance  of 
th^  enemy,  who  were,  nevertheiefs*  obiiged  to 
s^jbawion  their  pofition. 

It  WAS  impoffible,  however,  at  this  period^  to  at* 
tempt  the  iiege  of  fo  formidable  a  pinco  as  Serin^ 
gapatam>  for,  in  addition  to.  a. variety  of  other 
caufes,  there  was  an  abfolute  deficiency  in  the 
article  of  provifions. 

Having  therefore  fent  notice  to  General  Aber- 
crombie,  who  wa^^  marching  to  his  affiftance,  to 
return^  the  Commander-in-chief  defiroyed  his  bat* 
tering  train,  and  retreated  to  Bangalore,  being 
joined  on  his  m^rch  thither  by  30,000  Ma^rattas. 

£arly>  however,  in  the  enfuing  fpring;  the  Bri- 
tifh  arufiy  retraced  its  fteps,  and  appealed 'ence 
i, .  more 
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irtwe  before  flie  metropolis  of  thcMyfore,  whej^ 
It  found  Tippoo  again  ftrongly  entrenched.  H# 
was,  howeter,  attacked,  and  obliged,  as  befor«>  toil 
fetreat.  The  Bombay  army  forming  a  junSionf 
foon  after,  regular  approaches  were  made/  redoubts 
were  raifed,  and  had  it  not  been  for  fome  unlucky^ 
events,  hi  refpcfit  to  which  his  lordlhip  was  en- 
tirely blamelefs,  the  (uHaun,  after  being  ftripped  o€ 
his  capital,  and  bereaved  of  his  power,  would  have 
laid  proftrate  at  his  feet. . 

He,  however,  was  obliged  to  accept  of  fuch' 
terms  as  the  Englifti  commander  chofe  to  diSate. 
He  confented  to  cede  part  of  his  dominions,  paid 
a  large  fum  of  money,  undertook  to  furnifh  a  ftill 
more  confiderable  portion  of  treafure,  within  a  li-*' 
mited  period,  &c.  and  entrufted  two  of  his  fons  to( 
(he  care  of  Lord  Comwallisi  with  whom  they  were 
to  remain  as  hoftages  for  the  due  performance  of 
the  treaty :  and  here  it  is  but  jufttte  to  a  prince^* 
whom  we  are  accuftomed  to  ftyle  a  barkariaUy  to 
ebferve,  that  he  fulfilled  every  article  with  the  moflt 
fcrupulous  punduality. 

This  important  war  being  now  ended,  highly  to 
the  honour  of  tlie  British  arms.  Lord  Cornwallid 
returned  to  England,  without  being  enriched  by  & 
poft,  in  which  avarice  and  rapacity  could  'eafily 
have  realized  a  princely  fortune — ^but  he  neilhe< 
exa£led  ajagbire  from  the  conquered  fovereign,  tiot 
increafed  his  own  income,  by  venality  or  extortion. 

Honours  and  employments^  both  fo  well  earned, 
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awaited  hitn  at  home.  He  had  before  been  ill* 
vefted  with  the  infigtiia  of  the  Garter  y  he  was  now 
(179Z)  created  a  Marquis,  admitted  a  member  of 
the  Privy  Council,  and  in  addition  to  his  other  ap- 
pointments, was  nominated  to  the  lucrative  office 
of  Mafter-general  of  the  Ordnance. 

Returning  once  more  to  the  bofom  of  domeftic 
tiappinefs,  the  marquis  feemed  to  promife  to  him- 
felf  a  life  of  eafe  and  quiet  in  his  native  country. 
Such,  however,  was  not  his  deijiny.     Ireland  was 
difofganized,  and  the  Englifh  power  there  (hook 
to  its  very  centre.     It  was  even  doubtful  how  long 
it  would  appertain  to  Great  Britain -5  for  it  was  me- 
naced by  infurre£lion  within,  and  invafion  from 
without.     One  of  thefe  events  had  aftually  taken 
place,  and  the  other  foon  followed. 
.   In  this  critical  ftate  of  affairs,  the  eyes  of  the 
cabinet,  and  the  nation,  were  once  more  turned 
to^'ards  him,  and  he  was  invefted  with  the  Vice* 
regal  powers,    amidft  the   acclamations  of  both 
kingdoms.     His  adminiftration  has  been  (hort ;  but 
it  has  been  fuccefsful.     The  infurgents  have  been 
beaten,  the  difaffefled  have   been  difarmed,  and 
an  invading  enemy  has  been  taken  captive.     But 
his  adminiftration  has  be^n  accompanied  by  merits 
of  another,  and  of  a  better  kind ;  for  military  def- 
potifm  has  ceafed,  the  fyftem  of  plunder  and  free 
quarters  has  been  checked,  and  the  torture,  the 
Tack^  the  whip,  the  fcourge,  and  the  halter,  abo- 
liftied,  as  inftruments  not  within  the  pale  of  legiti* 
tnate 'government ! 
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THE  iiames  of  Galileo  and  of  Priefiky,  eicita 
It  nmkitude  of  melmlicholy  ideas  1 — Late  pofterity 
ivrillt  however^  do  them  juftice ;  and  althotigh  to6 
late  to  be  heard  i>y  the  injured  iildividuals^  will 
foQjfy  tht  miftaken  o|>ini6n$  of  their  cont^mpora- 
iiea-  It  will  be  fcarcely  believed,  indeed;  that 
within  a  few  year*  of  the  comoehcem^nt  of  the 
t9th  centufyj  an  illufbrious  philoibpher  fliould  hate 
teen  driven  from  his  native  country  on  account  of 
his  fappofed  political  opinions ;  and  that  a  brutal 
mob  fliould  have  been  allowed,  iri  the  name  ci 
•*  Church  and  King/'  to  have  deftroyed  his  dwell- 
ings threatened  his  perf(Hi>  and  rendered  his  lifai 
unfafe>  in  the  land  which  gave  him  bilth ! 

Dr.  Jofeph  Prieftley  was  born  March  13th,  1^3^$ 
at  Birftell-field-head,  near  Leeds,  in  Yorkfliire^ 
This  part  of  the  country,  for  a  long  feries  of  years, 
has  been  celebrated  for  its  manufadures,  and  the 
Prieftleys  were  oae  of  the  firfi:  families  engaged  ii< 
the  broad-cloth  trade.  The  DoGtor,  while  only 
feven  years  of  age,  was  taken  into  the  houfe  of  an 
aunt,  Mrs.  Keighley,  and  was  brought  up  by  her 
huihand,  who  having  no  child  of  his  own,  adopted, 
and  appears  to  have  transferred  that  afie£tion  to 
him,  which  nature  had  intended  for  his  own  offi» 
spring. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Kcighley,  after  whom  young  Prieftley 
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t^as/  moft  probably,  named,  was  a  remarkable 
charader.   He  had  been  once,  like  ^t.  Saul,  a  grea( 
perfecutor,  and  like  him  too  became  a  convert. 
So  violent  was  he  againft  the  diflenters,  that  he 
was  accuftomed  to  find  out  their  meetings,  ^hicln 
during  the  time^  pf  perfecution,  began  about  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  wd  ended  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning.    Happening  once  to  difcover  their  place 
oi  worfliip,  he  determined  to  iecrete  himfelf  in  a 
convenient  place,  in  order  to  ,develope  their  hete* 
rodoxical  tenets,  expofe  their  herefies,  dete£l  their 
plots,  and  deliver  them  over  to  the  vengeance  of 
the  civil  magiftrate.    The  event,  however,  was  for 
different  from  what  might  have  been  exposed 
from  a  man  feemingly  led  afiray  by  blind  preju- 
dices ;  for  after  attending  to  their  rites,  inftead 
of  delivering  the  minifter  up  to  puniihment,  he 
took  him  home  to  his  houfe,  and  fupported  him 
there,  until  liberty  was  opened  to  the  {cGt. 

ILJnder  this  Angular  perfon,  Jofeph  Prieftley  was 
brought  up,  and  foon  difcovered  an  amazing  at- 
tachment (Q  learning.  At  the  age  of  eleven,  he 
iurprifed  all  who  faw  him,  in  confequence  of  his 
early  proficiency.  At  that  time,  he  read,  or  rather 
devoured,  Bunyan's  works  3  and  it  was  theii  thought 
that  he  would  become  one  of  the  firft  Calviniftical 
teachers  of  his  day.  But  as  the  Prieftleys  were 
then  in  a  flourifliing  ftate,  and  acquired  a  certain 
degree  of  opulence  and  confideration  by  trade, 
|hey  were  inclined  to  bring  him  up  to  bufinefs. 

He, 
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Hf  •  however,  was  at  laft  fent  to  the  academy  at 
Dave^itry,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Aihwortb,  with 
ait  iatentioD  of  i>eing  bred  to  the  diifeoting  miniftry, 
and  his  uncle  dying,  his  aunt  paid  tlae  expences  of 
Us  educalaoQ. 

But  while  the  zealots  for  Calvintfcn  were  looking 
forward  with  complacency  to  the  time  when  their 
apoftle  was  to  commence  his  piaus  Jabaurs,  a 
change  took  place,  from  convi^ion  in  his  religioua 
tenets  i  for  -at  this  period  he  became  acquainted 
with  Ibme  Arian  and  Baxterian  minifiers,  wh^e 
arguments  appeared  to  be  ftronger  than  thofe 
wkh  whom  he  had  heretofore  been  accuftoimed 
to  afibdate. 

•  When  ibbut  twenty  years  of  age,  he  fettled,  lor 
a  Jittle  time,  with  a  congregation  at  Needham  in 
Suffolk ;  but  as  ^e  opinions  of  the  teadicr  did 
not  correfpdhd  with  thofe  of  his  flock,  and  he  was 
too  honeft  to  conceal  his  fentiments,  he  w^s  fpon 
deferted.  In  this  iltuation,  he  accepted  of  an  in* 
vitation  to  Namptwich  in  Chefliire ;  although  thofe 
who  wifhed  for  his  moral  and  fpiritual  affiftance, 
were  not  able  to  promife  him  ipore  than  3oLf<r 
awttm.  In  order  to  eke  out  this  fcanty  incon)e>  he 
aded  .as  a  fchoolmafter ;  and  happening  to  attraft 
the  notice  cf  men  capable  of  appreciating  his 
worth,  he  fooB  acquired  celebrity. 

At  Am  time,  there  exifted  a  college  at  Warring- 
ton, tn  "Which  the  fons  of  many  cefpe^able  diffen- 
ters  were  -brought  up,  and  where  alfo  a  great 
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number  of  young  men  were  qualified  for  the 
miniftry.  Thither  Mr.  Prieftley  was  invited,  and 
taught  the  belles  leUres  in  that  inftitution,  then  ia 
the  zenith  of  its  reputation. 

As  it  was  now  a  proper  time  for  him  to  fettle 
in  life,  and  the  means  of  maintaining  a  family 
prefented  itfelf,  he  determined  to  marry ;  and  was 
accordingly  united. to  Mife  Wilkinfon,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Wilkinfon,  of  Briftol. 

But  the  period  had  now  arrived,  however,  when 
a  great  revolution  was  to  take  place  in  this  once 
celebrated  and  flourifhing  feminary.  The  prin- 
cipal fupporters  of  the  academy,  and  thofe  who 
liad  been  moft  liberal  in  their  fubfcriptions,  being 
cut  oflF  iii  the  courfe  of  nature,  and  not  being 
fucceeded  by  men  equally  warm  in  their  zeal^  a 
fpeedy  dilTolution  was  threatened. 

At  this  time,  the  Doftor  received  an  invitation 
to  prefide  over  a  flourifhing  and  opulent  congrega- 
tion at  Leeds,  and  was  advifed  by  his  friends  ta 
remove  thither. 

After  fome  years  refidence  there.  Lord  Shel- 
bume,  now  Marquis  of  Lanfdowne,  engaged  him 
to  fuperintend  the  education  of  his  eldeft  fon.  Lord 
Wycomb,  and  he'continued  in  that  capacity  dur« 
ing  feven  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period,  he 
retired  with  an  annuity  of  150/.  per  annum  z  bad 
Jie  remained  ten  years,  the  fum  would  have 
amounted  to  250I. ;  and  fourteen  year's  atten« 
dance,  would  have  raifed  it  to  300I,  according  to 
j^revious  agreement. 

Soon 


Digifized  by 


Google 


Bt.  MlESTlt4  435 

Soon  after  this^  he  had  an  invitlation  to  Birming- 
liam^  where  h6  continued  until  his  place  of  refid* 
<nce,  and  the  meeting-haufe  in  which  he  offici-^ 
•  ated,  were  both  burnt  to  the  ground ! 

A  little  fubfequent  to  this  cataftfophe,  Dn 
Prieftley  fucceeded  his  old  friend,  Dr.  Price,  in  the 
diflenting  meeting  at  Hackney;  but  his  (ituation 
bebg  rendered  particularly,  unpleafant^  and  even 
iinfafe^  on  account  of  the  times^  he  purchafed  ail 
cftate  in  America^  and  removed  thither  in  1794* 

Since  his  arrival  in  America,  he  has  experienced 
jnany  diftinguifhed  zGts  of  favour  and  civility,  but 
thefe  have  been  counterbalanced  by  fevere  aifiic-^ 
tions,  for  he  has  buried  a  wife  and  a  fon* 

The  publications  of  Dr.  Prieftley  are  fo  numer^ 
ous,  that  a  bare  analyfis  of  them  would  fill  a 
volume  of  itfelf.  Hiftory,  Divinity,  Education^ 
Politics,  Philofophy,  Metaphyfics — all  thefe>  at 
difiecent  times^  have  been  the  fubje£l  of  his  lucu^ 
brations.  But  it  is  as  an  experimental  philofophef^ 
that  his  name  and  his  works  will  be  handed  down 
to  pofterity.  His  chemical  labours  do  honour  to 
the  nation  that  produced  and  exiled  him.  It  is  to 
him  we  are  indebted  for  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ment in  which  we  exiftj  and,  alas! -at  the  very 
moment  he  had  extended  the  empire  of  fcience^ 
and  analyfed  the  properties  of  air,  he  was^  in  a 
manner,  interdided  that  of  his  native  country,  and 
forced  to  breath  the  atmofphere  of  another  hemif« 

phcre  f 

Ffa  MBS 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t  436  I 

UlSS  HANNAH  MORS.  , 
THE  <:!cmtrbverfy  tefptBtrng  the  iriteBefluai  to- 
Icnts  of  womeh)  ss  cofnpared  with  tik>fe  of  tMBf 
k  nearly  brought  to  an  iflue,  and  greatlf  to  the 
cfedft  of  the  fair  fcx.  The  prefent  age  hat  pri*- 
doced  a  molt  briiHant  confteHation  of  female  ^tor- 
thies,  who  hare  tto*  oniy  difpkjed  toitneni  powef^ 
in  Imrks  of  fancy,  bat  hate  greatly  diftiiigiiifliei 
themfelves  in  tlie  higher  branches  cf  iitcrary  conir 
potfition.  Oar  own  ccuntiy  hte  liie  howwr  of 
t^olUng  -zmoof  ks  Iharary  oniariltents  many  f^ 
males,  to  Hvhonk  the  iarterefts  of  poetry,  mch 
rallty,  and  the  fcieiiices^  we  greatly  MebtoAr 
Among  iUtiftrions  iiring  Ittflfes  may,  tvith  juffite, 
be  meiSHTraMd  the  names  of  Barbaidd^  Robinibn^ 
Ck)trley,  Smkh,  RtdclfiTei  Piozzi,  Sewardi,  Lee^ 
Hays,  Incfebald,  dapspt^  Pluihpfref*,  Trkhiie^ 
YeaHQey,  Willktris,  D'Arbfey,  JBfenset,  liaw^ml^ 
Gofway,  Kauffhian>  and  Siddona.  Tbe'feinalewhoii 
the  fubje€i  of  the  prefdnt  aoCke  is  weU  kiKrtra  tt> 
the  litet^i^  ^orld^  by  (everal-elogahti,  ingehkftisand 
ufeful  pubHc&tiioiis.  A  few  par^uiadTt  re^pedin^ 
her,  therrfore,  will  not  only  be  bmuiiog  to  thofe  whe 
have  rend  her  works,  but  will  alfo  be  tnftru^Sive 
to  young  iperfbns  in  fihe  way  of  example. 

Mifs  Hannah  More  is  the  eldeft  of  three  niaiAM 
£fters,  tvho  were  the  daughters  of  a  pcMir  but  ifety 
worthy  peafant  at  Hasfiiani,  a  village  near  Briftd. 

IJannaby  notwithftanding  the  doraeftic  dntdgefy 
♦  The  able  tranQator  of  Kot«ebuc's  "  Natural  Son." 
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which  necefiarily  fell  to  her  lot,  improved  h«r  mind 
during  the  few  leifur<  hours  (he  could  fpare  in 
laading.  It  may  be  well  fuppofed  that  h^r  (lock  of 
books  was  but  fmall.  The  firft  which  fell  in  her 
way  was  the  Pamela  of  Richardfon,  the  humble 
fource  of  an  innumerable  offspring :  happy  it  would 
luve  been  for  tH$  interefts  of  virtue  and  literature, 
kad  the  progeny  b^  but  as  innoceiU  as  the 
parent. 

The  titerary  attainments^  fobriety,  modefty, 
and  induftry  of  Hannah  Mcrt^  were  fpoken  of  with 
general  refpe^  in  her  native  place,  and  at  length 
faifed  her,  through  the  patronage  oif  fome  refpe6ia- 
ble  perfons  there,  to  the  ufeful  and  comparatively 
important  ftation  of  the  village  fchoolmiftrefs.  Her 
geniua  ftruggled  above  all  the  obftacles  of  that  lowly 
condition,  and  (he  acquired  fuch  a  degree  of  know- 
Itdge,  as  to  enable  her,  with  her  fifters,  to  enlarge 
the  (chool,  and  to  undertake  the  education  of  young 
peifiui6  above  the  iituation  of  thofe  to  whofe  im- 
provenxent  their  attention  had  hitherto  been  direct- 
ed. So  geeat,  at  lengthy  was  their  reputation,  that 
finraral  ladies  of  fqirtune  and  difcemment  prevailed 
opon  them  to  remove  to  Briftol,  about  the  year 
£765,  where  they  opened  a  boarding  fchool  in 
Park-ftreet*  This  fominary,  in  a  (hort  time,  became 
the  moft  refpe£iafale  of  its  kind  in  the  Weft  of 
Eagknd ;  mnd  many  females  of  rank  received  their 
education  in  it« 

Among  oiher^,  Whii  had  die  advantage  of  pro- 
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fiting  by  the  inftrudion  of  Mifs  More  and  her 
fifters>  was  the  celebrated  Mrs.  Robinjon^  well 
known  for  her  various  elegant  publications  in 
profe  and  verfe. 

Mifs  More  had  the  good  fortune  of  having  for  a 
next-door  neighbour  the  Reverend  Dr.  StQueboufei 
who  perceiving  her  merits,  diftinguilhed  her  by  his 
friendfliip»  which  he  manifefted  by  his  inflruftions 
and  his  recommendation.  Both  of  thefe  were  of  the 
xnoit  eflbntial  fervice  to  her  interetts^in  the  line  of 
}ier  profeiSon  s  and  alfo  in  the  cultivation'  of  her 
Jiterary  tafte.    The  doftor  was  a  man  of  extenfiv^ 
ncquaintaqce,  general    knowledge^    and    elegant 
manners.    He  coi\defcended  to  examine  the  occa* 
fional  pfFufions  of  her  pen,  and  alfo  to  correft  them, 
and  through  his  hands  all  her  early  efforts  pafled  to 
the  prefs.      The  firft  of  thefe  was  entitled  *•  The 
-Search    after  Happinefs,  ,a  Poem/'  which   was 
printed  at  Briftol,  under  the  doftor's  eye;  and  on 
its  publication  in  London  was  fo  favoiwably  receiv- 
ed, as  to  encourage  the  author  to  further  exertions 
of  her  powers.    She  next  publiihed  ^^  Sir  Eldced 
of  the  Bower^  and  the  Bleeding  Rock ;  a  legen^ 
dary^Talej"  which  ftyle  of  writing  was  become 
faftiionable,  through  the   fuccefs  of    Dr.  Qold^ 
fmith's  fweet  ftory  qf  Edwin  and  Angelina. 

Mifs  More  qpw  turned  her  attention  to  dramatic 
ppetry,  apd  produced  a  tragedy  entitled  Fatal 
Falsehood  ;  which  was  tolerably  well  received;  but 
pot  fq  mycb  as  her  PsRcy,  » tragedy,  vfhich  met 
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>«rith\iniverfal  applaure.  She  aMb  wrote  another 
tragedy,  called  the  Inflexible  Captive;  which 
fell  fliort  of  the  merit  ofher  other  dramatic  pieces. 
The  fuccefs  (he  met  with  in  this  wdy,  was  owing> 
in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  immediate  and  com- 
manding patronage  of  Garrick,  who  entered  warn>- 
ly  into  her  interefts,  through  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Dr.  Stonehoufe,  with  whom  he  was  very 
intimate*. 

She  afterwards  printed  a  fmall  volume  of  "  Effays 
for  Young  Ladies/*  in  which  fhe  has  recommended 

to 

*  The  doStot  was  one  of  the  moft  correft  ancl  elegant  preach* 
crs  in  the  kingdom.  When  he  entered  into  holy  orders,  he  toot 
occafion  to  profit,  by  his  acquaintance  with  Garrick,  to  procure 
irom  hitnfome  valuable  inftruftions  in  elocution.  Being  once  en« 
gaged  to  read  prayers,  and  to  preach  at  a  church  in  the  eity,  he 
prevailed  upon  Ganick  to  go  with  him.  After  the  fervice,  the 
Briti(h  Rofcius  aiked  thedo6tor  what  particular  bufinefi  he  had  to 
do  when  the  duty  was  over :  *'  None,"  iaid  the  other :  ^  I  thought 
•«  you  had,  (faid  Garrick )>  on  feci  g  you  enter  the  readio^-deik 
« in  fueh  a  hurry."— <*  Nothing  (added  hej  can  be  more  inde* 
^  cent,  than  to  fee  a  clergymao  fet  about  facred  bufinefs  as  if  he 
<*  were  a  tradefman,  and  to  go  into  the  chureh  as  if  he  wanted  to 
<*  get  out  of  it  as  foon  as  poffible."— * 

He  next  aflced  the  do^or  **  What  books  he  had^  in  the  de(k 
«  before  him  ?"— *'  Onfy  the  Bible  and  Prayer-l^lt."— "  dnfy 
**  the  Bible  and  Prayer-book,**  replied  the  player ;  "  why  you 
*<  toiled  them  backwards  and  forwards,  and  turned  the  leaves  as 
*<  cardefsly  as  if  they  were  thoft  of  a  day-book  and  ledger. 

The  doftor  was  wife  enough  to  fee  the  force  of  thefe  obfeiVa^ 
cions,  and  in  future  he  avoided  the  faults  they  were  defigned  to. 
rpprove. 
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to.  them  a  variety  of  ingeniouff  and  excelleot  db* 
fervations  upon  the  moft  importatit  fubje3s,  ex* 
preflfed  inelegant  language.  In  iy^iy(ht  piibliflie(l 
a  work,  perhaps  the  moil  popular  of  all  her  pieces, 
entitled  ''  Sacred  Dramas ;  to  which  is  added» 
Seniibility,  a  poetical  Epiftle/'  In  this  volume^ 
fhe  has  dramatized,  in  a  vety  natural  jand  feeling 
manner^  fome  of  the  mod  affe£Ung  and  iii(tru£^ive 
narratives  in  the  facred  hiftory.  Many  of  tbefe 
had  be6n  prevtoufly  performed  by  bar  pufjils; 
and  had  given  fo  much  fatisfadioH  to  thofe  who 
had  feen  the  performances,  or  read  the  pieces,  as 
to  occafion  numerous  felicitations  that  they  might 
be  printed.  The  voice  of  the  public  accotded 
with  the  fentimerits  of  private  friendfhip,  and 
thefe  dramas  have  not  only  gone  through  ieveval 
large  editions,  but,  we  belicte,  they  have  beetn 
and  are  now  frequently  perforftied  In  ftfj^eaaUe 
boardrng-fchbols. 

Her  next  produftion  was  in  a  different  ftylc  of 
coraJ>ofition ;  it  was  entitled  "  feas  Bleu,  with  the 
Tale  of  Florio,*'  1785.  This  poem  is  famewbat 
in  the  manner  of  Fontaine^  and  hits  off  ^t  pttwdl- 
ing  follies  with  great  fmartncfe  and  tafte.  The 
foundatibn  of  it  was  the  B/uc  St'ccking  club,  inftituted 
by  Mrs.  Montague. 

In  1788,  appeared  a  fmall  volume,  called 
*•  Thoughts  on  the  Manners  of  the  Great  j'*  yA^Kh 
attfa&ed  an  tmcbmmon  degrefe  of  turiofify.  As  it 
yras  anbnymoUd,  fome  conjefluredit  to  be  the  per^ 
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Ibrmance  of  <9fie  peffon,  andfame  of  anothc^.  The 
prefeat  Qifhop  of  Londoo^  Mr.  Wilberforce^  and 
many  others^  were  reputed  to  be  its  authors ;  but  at 
length  it  was  difcovered  to  have  iifued  from  the 
pen  of  Mifs  More.  In  this  work  (he  attacked,  with 
great  fpirit,  the  eacreafing  licentioufnefs  of  high 
life. 

In  the  period  between  thefe  two  pnbUcationf 
M]&  More  and  her  fifier s  had  refigned  their  fchoolt 
in  favour  of  Mifs  MillSi  and  retired  to  a  neat  cot* 
tage,  which  they  had  purchafed  with  the  fruits  of 
their  joint  induftry,  at  the  foot  of  the  Mendip  hills* 

Here  they  inftituted  a  funday-fchool,  which  hat 
greatly  encreafed,  tad  been  abundantly  blefled 
under  their  pious  and  judicious  management* 

In  1 79 1,  our  author  publiflied^  without  her  name^ 
a  ufeful  aod  popular  little  volume^  etititled  ^^  An 
Eftimate  of  the  Religion  of  the  Fafhionable  World," 
This  well-timed  performance  expofes  ftrongly  that 
lifelefs  profeflion  of  Chriftianity  which  is  the  gene^ 
ral  characteriftic  of  the  higher  coders  t>f  feciety* 
She  has  herein  the.  honour  of  having  preceded  Mr« 
WilberfcM'Q6j  and  fome  other  eminent  perfons^  in 
pleading  for  the  neoeflity  of  a  found  religious  faith, 
in  Older  to  an  acceptable  courfe  of  moral  pra£lice. 

About  this  time  a  fociety  was  formed,  whofe  ob« 
je£l  was  the  inftrudion  of  the  po<Mr  in  morality  find 
religion.  The  plan  adopted  w^  to  print  ftrikin|^ 
amu(ing»  and  {nftru&ive  tfB&s^  adapted  to  the  ca* 
pacities  of  toUMQki  f^tomh  md  cotiiu|[  i?a£]y 
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within  their  ability  to  purchafc.  ^  On  this  ground 
the  Cheap  Repofitory  was  eftablifhed,  by  which 
many  thoufands  of  moft  ufeful  pieces  have  been 
circulated  in  the  manufafturing  towps  and  villages 
of  this  kingdom.    In  this  benevolent  defign  Mifs 
More  was  one  of  the  firft  concerned,  and  towards 
the  fuccefs  of  it^  fhe  has  been  particularly  aflifting 
by  her  excellent  contributions.    Among  other  ufe- 
fill  trads  of  her  writing  we  (hall  only  mention 
«  Tbe  Shepherd  of  Sali/htfy  Plain;'  a  little  perform* 
ance  which  perfons  of  a  refined  tafte  may  read 
with  pleafure  and  profit.     She  alfo  endeavoured  to 
counter a£l  the  progrefs  of  thofe  political  principles 
which  the  French  Revolution  had  made  fo  fafliion* 
able;  and  printed  fome  fmall  trads,  particularly 
ope  entitled  "Village  Politics/*  in  the  way  of 
dialogue^  which  obtained  a  wide  extent  of  circu* 
]ation. 

Mifs  More  has  the  credit  of  having  drawn 
Mrs.  Yearfley,  the  celebrated  poetical  milk-woman^ 
from  her  pbfcurity  into  public  notice  and  favour, 
^hen  (he  had  difcovered  this  remarkable  pheno* 
menon,  (he  immediately  began  to  exert  her  bene- 
▼olence,  and  by  her  unwearied  affiduity  procured 
a  liberal  fubfcriptipn  to  the  poems  of  this  child  of 
nature.  She  alfo  drew  up  an  interefting  accoun^ 
of  the  milk- woman  .in  a  letter  tcf  Mrs;  Montague; 
which  Ietter>  in  order  to  enlarge  the  fubfcription, 
was  publifhed  in  the  newfpapers  and  magazines  of 
the. day.    By  the  attention^  of  Mifs  More,  a  fom 
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"VTM  raifedt  fufficient  to  place  the  obje£t  of  them  in 
a  fituation  more  fuitable  to  her  genius.  But  we 
are  forry  to  be  obliged  to  add,  that  a  difagreement 
almoft  immediately  followed  the  publication  of  the 
poems  in  queftion,  between  the  author  and  her  pa* 
tronefs  j  which  is  faid  to  'have  been  occasioned 
by  the  latter*s  taking  the  management  of  the  fub' 
fcription-money  into  the  hands  of  herfelf  and  fome 
fclcGt  friends.  The  motive  with  .which  this  was 
done  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  Mifs  More  and  her 
friends,  as  it  was  no  other  than  a  defire  to  provide 
permanently  for  Mrs.  Yearlley  and  her  young  family. 
She,  however,  had  a  different  opinion,  and  thought 
it  was  unjuft  in  them  to  withhold  from  her  the  ma*^ 
sagement  of  her  own  property.  She  went  further, 
and  endeavoured  to  reprefent  her  beft  friend  as  a£hi^ 
ated  by  unworthier  fentiments,  the  worft  of  which 
was,  that  of  envy.  Some  attacks  were,  in  confe- 
quence,  made  upon  Mifs  More  in  different  publi- 
eations ;  but,  conicious  of  the  purity  of  her  own 
views,  flie  paffed  over  thofe  invidious  attempts  to 
prejudice  the  public  mind  againft  her'in  filence. 

Another  remarkable  phenomenon  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood alfo  attra£ted  Mifs  More's  curiofity  and 
benevolence  about  that  time.  A  ftrange  female,  of 
elegant  figure  and  manners,  had  been  feen,  for  fomtf 
confiderable  time,  hovering  about  the  fields  near 
French*hay,  and  Hanham,  of  whom  no  particulars 
could  be  known.  She  thankfully  received  any  hum* 
bte  food  that  was  prefented  to  her  by  the  peafants ; 
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hnt  alvrajrs  took  up  h^r  nif  ht's  lodging  under  ahayw 
fiack.  Various  attempts  were  nade  to  gaiB  from 
li^r  the  pUcf  of  ber  birtbj  htsA  in  rain.  It  wM  evi^ 
dent  that  (he  was  a  foreigner,  and  ftrange  furmfiM 
were  naturaUy  formad^  refpeCling  her  country  and 
connexions.  Mifs  More's  humanity  was  roufed  upon 
this  Interefting  occafion  3  and  cluefly  by  h^  OioaM 
the  iair  granger  found  a  comfortable  afylum  in  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Henderfoa,  at  the  Fifliponulsi  fi^tbev 
of  the  celebrated,  but  eccentric,  John  Heiyieribn^ 
of  Pembroke  college,  Oxford* 

Our  benevolent  author  wretf  an  account  6f  the 
** Maid  of  the  Hay-4lackr'  which  was  printed  m 
xnofl:  of  the  publications  of  the  period* 

Mifs  More  has  long  been  honoured  with  the 
particular  friendihip  of  fome  of  the  moft  jiiAia* 
^uiChed  perfonages  in  the  kingdom.  She  (jp^odt 
fome  months  in  the  year  at  the  Duke  ef  Bc«iif9rt*« 
feat  in  Gloucefterihire.  She  is  alfo  greatly  efteemad 
by  the  B'i(hop  of  London,  Mr«  Wilberforce.  «aci 
pther  perfons  eminent  for  literature  and  pi? ty. 

In  the  village  where  die  refides^  with  her  fift6<% 
a  great  and  pleafing  reformation  has  been  agcem* 
plilhed  by  their  means.  Every  Sunday  ^veiul;\g  thm 
children  of  the  funday-fchpols,  undsr  thwr  iflwie-* 
diate  patronage,  are  afiembled  in  the  (ohool-rfoom^ 
together  with  the  farmers'  fervants>  and  fuch  Qtber 
grown  perfons  as  chufe  to  attend.  In  this  little  eoa^ 
gxegation  prayers  are  offered  up,  9  plain  di&mirCi^ 
readj  and  hymns  fuog-  P^tiae(it  queiUoQs  wrepio^ 
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pbfedto  tfce  adult  part  of  the  auditory,  on  the  plain 
twnis^Chriftianity  j  and  the  whole  of  this  pleafing 
Itovice  h  eoncfeded  witk  a  cheerful  hymn  of  praifii 
to  the  <Jod  of  aH  thefe  t»ercics. 


MR.  ALDERMAN  BOYDELli, 

In  a  yoiume  containing  the  biogr.aphy  of  the 
fcttiineitt  attifts  of  this  country,  claims  a  peculiar 
and  pre-eminent  diftinftiori  -,  for  though  the  pro- 
^dions  of  his  own  ittrin  cannot  be.  clafled  with 
thole  ctf  men  who  have  devoted  their  lives  to  the 
practical  part  of  their  profcflion,  he  has  rendered 
more  fctd  fervlce  ^o  the  Engllfh  fchool  than  the 
whole  mafs  of  our  Englifh  nobility,  qnd  may  very 
fairly  l)e  denominated  the  father  of  the  arts  in 
Grelt  Btitain. 

HeWast>om  on  tlie  19th  of  January,  1719,  at 
Dorfington^  in  Shropfliire,  of  which  place  his  grand- 
fkrtier  was  vicar*.  His  father,  who  was  a  land-fur- 
veyor,intendefl1iis  fon  for  his  own  profeflion ;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  one  of  thofe  little  accidents 
Which  detefminte  fbe  path  that  men  arc  dejiined  ti 
luatkj  he  had  wafted  that  life,  which  has  been  fo 
honourable  loliimfelf  and  beneficial  to  his  country, 
in  meafuring  tod  valuing  the  acrc^s  of  Shropfhire 
l^uifesy  and  the  manors  of  Welfli  baronets.  For- 
tunately for  hia)felf>  and  the  arts,  a  trifling  inci- 

*  He  was  afterwards  vicar  of  Albbouroct   and    roftor  of 
Mapletoii|  both  in  Derbylhiire* 
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dent  gave  a  different  dire£kion  to  his  mind,  and 
led  him  to  aim  at  the  dtJineation  of  fcenes  more 
pi£^urefque  than  the  ground-plans  of  houfes,  bbun* 
daries  of  fields^  or  windings  qf  obfcure  roads. 

While  he  was  yet  very  young,  chance  threw  in. 
his  way  **  Baddeley's  Views  of  different  Countrjr 
Seats  ^"  amongft  them  was  one  of  Hawarden  Caftlet 
Flintfliire,  which  being  the  feat  of  Sir  John  Glynn^ 
by  whom  he  was  then  employed  in  his  profeilionai 
capacity,  and  in  the  parifh  of  which  his  father  was 
an  inhabitant,  naturally  attraded  his  attention. 
An  exa£l  delineation  of  a  building  he  had  fo  often 
contemplated,  afforded  him  pleafure,  and  excited 
an  aftoniihment  eafier  to  conceive  than  defcribe. 
Confidering  it  as  an  engraving,  and  naturally  re* 
fleeting  that  from  the  fame  copper  might  be  taken 
an  almoft  indefinite  number  of  impreilionSy  he  det 
termined  to  quit  the  pen  and  take  up  the  graver, 
as  an  inftrument  which  would  enable  him  to  dif- 
feminate  whatever  work  he  could  produce,  in  (b 
much  wider  a  circle.  This  refolution  was  no  fo<»ier 
made,  than  it  was  put  in  execution  ^  for  with  that 
fpirit  and  perfeverance  which  he  has  manifefted  in 
every  fucceeding  fcene  of  his  life,  he,  at  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  walked  up  to  the  metropolis,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty*one  bound  hlmfelf  ap«- 
prentice  for  feven  years  to  Mr.  Toxns,  the  engraver 
of  the  print  which  had  fo  forcibly  attraded  hit 
Mtention. 

Thefe,  and  accidents  equally  trifling,  fpmetimes 
attra£l  men  of  ftrong  minds  into  the  i^^ihtbaf  leads 
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^rtB  tofamcy  an<l  have  been  generally  confidered  as 
proving  that  they  were  born  with  fome  peculiar 
genius  for  fome  peculiar  fiudy;  though  after  all^ 
genius  is,  perhaps,  little  more  than  what  a  great  mo* 
rajift  has  defined  it — ^^A  niind  wUhftrmg  powers^  acci^ 
dentally  dirtffed  to  ftmc  particular  objclfi  for  it  is  not 
eafy.  to  conceive  that  a  man  who  can  run  a  given 
diftance  in  a  fhort  time  with  his  face  to  the  eaft; 
could  not  do  the  fame  thing  if  he  turned  his  face 
to  the  weft.''  Be  this  as  it  may : — It  is  recorded  of 
Cowley,  that  by  reading  Spenfer's  Faerie  Queen, 
he  became  a  poet.  Pope  fays  of  himfelf,  that 
while  yet  a  boy  he  acquired  his  firft  tafte  for  poefy 
by  the  perufal  of  Sandy  s's  Ovid  and  Ogilby's  Virgil ; 
Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  had  the  firft  fondnefs  for  his 
art  excited  by  the  perufal  of  Richardfon's  treatife 
en  Painting;  and,  as  we  have  before  obferved, . 
Mr.  Alderman  Boydell  was  induced  to  learn  the 
art  of  engraving  by  the  coarfe  print  of  a  coarfe 
artift,  reprefenting  a  mifhapen  Gothic  caftle.. 

His  conduft,  during  his  apprenticeihip,  was 
eminently  afliduous;  eager  to  attain  all  poffible 
knowledge  of  an  art  on  which  his  mind  was  bent, 
and  of  every  thing  that  would  be  ufeful  to  him, 
and  impelled  by  an  induftry  that  feems  inherent  in 
his  nature^*  whenever  he  could,  he  attended  the 

academy 

*  HofW  dicing  a  tibntraft  does  hit  condad:  form  to  that  q( 
Chatelaine^  who  #aa  at  the  lame  period  employed  by  Mr.  Tomfy 
and  ia  the  fiune  woikihop  etched  and  engraved  at  one  ihiOmg  an 
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apademy  in  St.  Martin Vlane  to  perfefilhimfelf  In 
drawing;  his  leifure  hours  in  the  evening  were 
devoted  to  the  ftudy  of  perfpefKve,  and  learning 
Prench  without  the  aid  of  a  m^fter ; — to  improve 
Jiimfelf  in  the  pronunciation  of  the  language  he 
had  thus  acquired,  he  regularly  attended  at  the 
French  chapel.  J^hcr  very,  fteadily  purfuing  his 
bufinefs  for  fix  years,  fitiding  himfelf  a  better  artift 
.than  bis  teacher,  he  bought  from  Mr.  Toms  the 
laft  ye^r  gf  his  appreiiticefliip,  and  became  his  own 
mafter ;  and  the  firft  ufe  be  made  of  bis  freedom 
was  to  return  ipto  his  owq  country,  where  he  mar- 
ried a  very  deferving  young  perfon  to  whom  he 
had  an  early  attachment,  an^  with  whom  he  lived 
many  yeara  in  great  felicity.  During  his  ftay  he 
made  many  drawings  of  different  romantic  Ipots, 
and  rem^kable  buildings,  in  Derbyfliire  and  Wales,* 
which  he  afterward^  engraved :  but  his  firft  publi- 
cation made  it^  appearance  in  I745>  inmiediately 
after  he  was  out  of  his  time„  and  was  entitled  tht 
Bridge-^opki  it  conlifted  of  fix  fmall-fized  land- 
fcapes,  defigned  and  epgraved  by  himfelf,  and  fold 
at  a  fliilling.    With  this  the  public  were  pleafed, 

liour;  but  ivfaoj  With  all  hU  tal^  and  talents^  and  he  ted  nraeh  df 
teth,  trasfo  diffipated  «mdidk^  that  tt  the  expiration  of  tfieiitft 
♦BtfdwBr  iie  frequently  demanded  his  fixpencej  and  retixed  to  a 
Belabouring  alehoufe  to  expend  it. 
.    ♦  AaongthefeMMKa  wkwaf >tboitoitB  in  jafaf!»ii]»  Jtlatfock 

fiepbigbi»<tfe. 

and 


Digitized 


b^Google 


AL0EIIUAN  BOYDfU.  44^ 

iand  the  fate  of  it  encouraged  and  enabled  him  to 
proceed  with  vigour  in  his  future  works.  The 
paper  and  printing  would  now  coft  more  than  the 
fam  the  book  was  at  that  time  fold  for. 
'  The  arts  were  then  at  a  very  low  ebb:  inferior 
prints,  from  poor  originals,  were  almoft  the  only 
works  which  our  EngUfli  aftifts  were  thought  capa- 
ble of  performing,  nor  were  they  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  inimitable  Hogarth^  and  two  of  three 
more),  in  general>  qualified  for  much  better  thing^. 
.  The  few  people  who  had  a  taile  for  higher  art> 
gratified  diemfelves  by  the  purchafe  of  Flemifh  and 
Italian  piftures,  or  French  prints ;  for  which,  even 
at  that  period,  the  empire  was  drained  of  very  larg|S 
fums  of  money.  This,  to  a  young  man,  who  felt 
that  his  own  intereft  was  hurt,  and  the  nation  dif^ 
honoured,  and  who  was  confcious  that,  with  proper 
encouragement,  better  things  might  be  done,  muft 
have  been  a  mortifying  profpef^.  But  though  h« 
might  lament  that  the  courfe  of  the  flrcam  ran  fo 
much  againft  his  own  and  his  country's  intereft,  his 
powers  did  not  then  enable  him  to  turn  the  current  $ 
he,  therefore^  for  the  prefent,  followed  it,  and  de* 
-figned  and  engraved  many  views  of  places  in  and 
about  JLondon ;  which  were  generally  publiihed  ^t 
the  low  price  of  one  fhilliqg  each.  Befides  thefe,  he 
copied  many  prints  from  Vandevelde^  Brooking, 
ISerjghem,  Oftade,  Caftiglione,  Salvator  Rola,  &c^: 

^  Srcii  at  this  period,  he  wat  fa  much  alitt  U^&iac,  that  after 
Of  havirf 
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The  facility  with  which  he  drew,  etched,  and 
managed  the  dry  needle,  enabled  him  to  complele  a 
great  number  of  prints ;  and  with  a  view  of  (hewing 
the  improvement  of  the  art  fince  the.  time  of  their 
publication,  the  alderman  lately.  coUeded  the 
whole  into  one  port  folio,  and  publiihed  it  at 
five  guineas*.  In  his  introduftion  to  this  work,  he 
fairly  remarks  t 

"  That  to  the  lovers  of  the  fine  arts  it  may  be 
an  objeft  of  fome  curiofity,  as.it  was  from  the 
profits  of  thefe  prints  that  the  engraver  of  theni 
was  firil  enabled  to  hold  out  encouragement  to 
young  artifts  in  this  line,  and .  thereby,  he  flatters 
himfelf,  has  fomewhat  contributed  to  bring  the 
&rt  t)f  engraving  in  England  to  fuch  a  ftate  of 
fuperiority.  It  may  likewife  be  added,  that  this  is 
thtjirft  Hzk  that  txtr  made  a  Lord  Mapr  of  Londm.    , 

having  pafl  feVcral  months  in  copying  aii  hiftorical  pi^re  of  Cori-* 
t)lanus^  by  Seballian  Concha,  he  fo  much  diitiked  hb  own  engraTiofr 
.that  he  cut  the  plate  to  pieces. 

*  The  number  of  the(e  prints^  which  were  drawn  and  engraved 
at  a  time  when  the  artift  had  much  other  bufinefs  to  attend  to,  dlf- 
played  uncommon  indullry;  and  the  manner  in  which  many  of 
them  are  executed,  evince  talents,  that  pra^ice,  and  his  coni^itu* 
tional  perfeverance,  would  have  ren4crctl  ^  h%hly  refpe^Uble,  The 
.man  who  could  engrave  fuch  a  print  as  the  Medea  and  Jafon,  from 
Saivator  Rqfa— if  he  had  not  become  the  firft  in  his  profeffion*- 
hiuft  have  been  in  the  veryfirjl  line.  The  pen  and  ink  drawing  of 
Wrexham-church,  leveral  views  in  Derbylhire,  &c.-^d  a  v^  cor- 
re^  and  fpiritcd  copy  from  Hogarth's  enraged  muficiao,  are  now 
in  the  pofleffioD  of  Mrs.  Nicol^  5>f  Pall-mall. 

Few 
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Few  men  have  had. the  happinefs  of  feeing,  in  a 
iingle  life-tirae,  fuch  a  rapid  improvement;  and 
the  publifher  will  be  gratified,  if  in  the  future  hif- 
tory  of  the  art,  his  very  extenfive  undertakings  fhall 
be  thought  to  have  contributed  to  it.  When  the 
fmallnefs  of  this  work  is  compared  with  what  has 
followed,  he  hopes  it  will  imprefs  all  young  artifts 
with  the  tVuth  of  what  he  has  already  held  out  to 
them— that  indufiry^  'patience,  and  perfeverattcey  united 
to  talents^  are  certain  tojurmount  all  difficulties'^^ 

To  return  from  the  alderman's  precepts,  to  his 
publications.  Finding  that  the '  tafte  for  prints 
encreafed^  and  that  fums  larger  and  larger  were 
annually  drawn  out  of  this  country  by  French, 
artifts,  he  fought  for  an  Englifh  engraver  who  could 
equal,  if  not  excel  them — and  in  WooUet  he  found 
one.  The  temple  of  Apollo  from  Claude,  and  two 
premium  pi£tures  by  the  Smiths  of  Chichefter,  were 
limong  the  firft  that  he  engraved ;  but  the  Niobe, 
and  the'  Phaeton,  from  Wilfon,  which  were  pub- 
lilhed  by  fubfcription  at  e^s.  each,  were  the  twQ 
great  pillars  on  which  Woollet's  well-earned  repu- 
tation was  built.  For  the  firft  of  them,  the  alder- 
man agreed  to  give  the  engraver  fifty  guineas*  > 

♦  The  Smmenfe  difference  between  the  prices  paid  to  artifts 
mm  and  then^  vs  aliDoft  incredible :— ^he  MeiTn.  Boydells,  in  their 
advertifement  to  the  print  of  Major  Pearibti»  aflert,  that  painting 
the  pi6hire,  en^paving  the  print^  and  per)r  incidental  expence^  coft 
theni  the  immenfc  fum  of  five  thoufand  poujids* 
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and  i^hen  it  was  completed  he  paid  htm  a  huti^ 
^ed.  The Tecond^  the  artifi  agreed  to  paint  for 
fifty  guineas^  and  the  alderman  paid  him  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty.  Prcoffrints  were  nol^  at  that 
time,  confidered  as  having  any  particular  value; 
the  few  that  were  taVen  off  to  examine  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  plate,  were  delivered  to  fuch  fubfcri- 
l>er8  as  wifhed  to  have  them,  at  the  fame  price  as 
the  coipmon  imprelfions.  Several  of  thefe  have  been 
£nce  bought  in  public  audions,  at  ten  pounds 
each.  At  Mr.  HiQiard's  fale,  one  of  them  fold  for 
eleven  guineas. 

The  number  of  fine— of  inimitably  fine  prints 
which  Tiave  been  fince  that  time  engraved  in  this 
country,  have,  indifputably,  fixed  the  fingIKh  fchool 
above  every  other  in  Europe  j  and  been  a  very  im- 
portant article  In  the  commerce  of  this  nation,  by 
alteong.  the  balance  inmienfely  in  our  favour. 

The  alderman  has  not  confined  himfelf  to  prints; 
he  has  alfo  done  more  towards  eftablifhing  an 
tnglifti  fchool  of  hiftorical  painting  than  any  oth^ 
man :  it  is  hardly  neceflary  to  fay,  we  allude  to  the 
Shakfpeare  gallery;  an  undertaking  of  a  magnitude 
that  was  ne\Ker  before  attempted,  and  conduced  in 
a  manner  that  muft  aftonifli  every  nation  in  Europe. 
-With  that  entbufiafiic  ardour  which  he  feels  for 
the  promotie^  of  the  arts,  he  has  prelbnted  to  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Lbndon  feveral  very 
valuable  pictures ;  which  ane  placed  in  the  council 
chamber,  at  Guildhall.  ^  Some  of  them  are  calcu* 
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luted  to  commemorate  the  «£UQDii  of  thofe  heroes 
who  have  done  honour  to  the  Britifli  name*)  and 
others,  toimprefs  on  the,  minds  of  the  rifing  gene- 
ration the  fentiments  of  virtue,  induftry,  and.  pru- 
dence, in  feveral  very  welUimagined  allegprical 
reprefentations,  painted  by  Mr.  Rigaud,  Smirjce, 
Weftall,  &c.  Such  is  the  flight  piemorial  qf  his 
condud,  as  an  ardft  and  prote^or  of  the  firts.  On 
his  conduct  as  a  citizen,  it  19  not  necelfary  for  this 
page  to  record  any  eulogium.  In  the  different 
offices  of  alderman,  (heriff,  and  firft  magiftrate  of 
the  city  of  London,  he  has  a£ted  in  a  manner  that 
will  be  remembered,  and  hy  many  remembered 
gratefully  i — for  though  inflexibly  juft,  he  was  ever 
merciful ;  and  when  huibands  came  before  him> 
with  complaints  of  their  wives  ^  mafters,  of  their 
fervants  or  apprentices;  fathers,  of  their  children ; 
he  invariably,  and  often  fuceefsf uUy^  tried  to  i^con- 
cile  them  to  each  other,  and  accommodate  their 
differences. 

To  the  duties  of  his  office  he  has  ever  been  pe- 
culiarly attentive ;  and  very  often,  when  it  was  not 
in  his  rotation,  fupplted  the  place  of  a  brother 
alderman.  This,  coniidering  the  great  attention 
neceffary  to  his  own  bufinefs,  is  no  flight  trouble ; 
but  he  has  been  enabled ,  to  do  it  from  haying 
generally  arranged  his  bufinefs,  fo  as  to  be  before* 

«  The  half  length  of  Lord  HeathieU,  b,  perhey;^,  tl^  fineft 
^tnut  tha^  Sir  JoHiua  Reynokb  ever  painttd^ 
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hand  with  the  duties  oi^the  occafion.  In  this,  his 
tcharafler  is  diametrically  oppofite  to  that  of  the 
late  duke  of  Newcaftle ;  of  whom  George  II. 
once  faid,  that  he  loft  an  hour  every  morning,  and 
was  running  after  it  all  the  reft  of  the  day. 

Of  th?  alderman's  fimplicity  of  manners,  intc- 
grity  of  mind,  tod  private  worth,  much  might  be 
faid — but  be  lives — and  may  his  life  and  health  be 
prolonged,  and  continue  to  be  honourable  to  him' 
felf  and  ufeful  to  his  fellow- citizens. 


MR.  GEORGE  DYER. 


THE  fubjeft  of  this  memoir  is  defcended  from 
reputable  parents  s  very  earljr  in  life,  he,  himfelf, 
was  fent  to  Chrift's  hofpital,  a  moft  excellent  infti- 
tution,  which  has  furniihed  the  univerfities  with 
admirable  fcholars,  the  church  with  many  learned 
.divines,  the  navy  with  able  officers;  and  what, 
|n  a  commercial  nation  like  this,  is  no  fmall  praife, 
the  exchange,  with  enterprifing  and  fuccefsful 
|i>erchants. 

The  youthful  ftudent  difcQvered  an  aftonifli<« 
ing  attachment  to  books  3  and  what.  In  fuch  an 
Jnftitution,  is  no  trifling  diftindion,  actually  got 
to  the  top  of  the  fchool  foon?r  than  ever  was 
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known  before  his  time*.  This  rife  inftance  of 
affiduity,  was  accompanvd  by  a  paffion,  which 
but  feldom. attends  on  induftry— a  ftrong  pro- 
penfity  for  poetry.  Pope,  fppalcing  of  himfelf, 
fays : 

«  As  yet  a  child,  nor  yet  a  fool  to  feme,    , 
«»  I  iifp'd  in  "numbers,  for  the  numbers  came." 

This  feems  to  have  been  alfo  the  cafe  of  George 
Pyer,  with  only  this  difference,  that  while  the  one 
yrooed  the  mufes  in  his  vernacular  tongue  only,  the 
other  had  likewife  recourfe  to  a  foreign  idiom,  and 
addreffed  the  daughters  of  Jupiter  and  Mnemofyne, 
in  what  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  their  native  lan- 
guage, this  claffical  tafte,  particularly  his  ardent  at- 
tachment to  the  Greek  and  Latin  authors,  at  length 
procured  him  a  patron  in  the  perfon  of  Dr.  Alkew, 
a  phyfician  of  great  fortune,  and  confiderable  in. 
fluence  j  diftinguiOied  for  his  knowledge  of  Greek 
literature,  and  his  valuable  coUeftion  of  books  and 
MSS.  in  the  fame  language.  Pleafed  with  the 
early  proficiency,  and  congenial  difpofition  of  the 
youn''  map,  he  took  an  intereft  in  his  ftudies,  and 
purfultsi  andprefaging  that  he  would  diftinguilh 
himfelf  at  fome  future  period,  promifed  that  he 
ihould  fee  him  amply  provided  for.  But,  alas! 
fuch  is  the  uncertainty  of  human  life,  that  this 
worthy  man  was  cut  off  foon  after  j  and  that,  too,  at 

•  It  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  obferve,  that  his  mailers  were 
the  Rev.  Peter  WhoUey  and  Rev.  James  Peun,  both  known  to 
the  world,  as  UteraiV  men. 
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a  tunefs  \v1ien  his^piipil  only  beheld  the  Uofidh,  imd 
'  had  not  yet  realized  the^iVj  of  expeftatipn* 

Notwithftanding  this  feverelofs,  he  repftirfed  td 
Cambridge;  and,  in  confequence  of  the  connexion 
above  alluded  to,  chofe  Emanuel  college,  where  ht| 
friend  had  been  educated- 
It  may  not  be  improper  l\iere  to  obferve^  that  a  com 
fiderable  time  previous  to  this  epoch,  Mr.  Pjer 
acquired  fomewhat  of  a  gloomy  caft  of  mind,  and 
conne£ted  himfelf  withf  many  of  the  fedaries*  Iil 
Confequence  of  this,  the  claffics  were  iiO  loi)gei> 
fuch  favourites  as  before ;  moJern  religionifts  tvcre 
recurred  to,  in  preference  to  .heathen  poeh  \  and 
even  the  ruling  paflion  was  fufpended:  for  the 
mufes  and  methodifm  do  not  adfoft  well  together ! 

During  the  greater  part  of  his  flay  at  JEmanuel 
college,  George  led  a  retired  life ;  frequenting  only 
the  company  of  fome  few  men  who  happened  tq 
think  like  himfelf,  His  religious  prbpenfitSes  dd 
not  feem,  however,  to  have  altogether  relaxed  his 
ardour  for  ftudy,  as  his  application  was  ftill  con- 
fpicuous :  though  his  mind  revolted  at  the  Xx^mr 
mals  of  collegiate  difcipline.  This  is  not  an  tq  \xe 
wondered  at,  yi\\tn\ih  favourite  purjuits  z!tQ  recol- 
lefted  i  for  men  of  fervid  imagihaliohs  are  Unwil- 
ling to  fubjeft  themfelves  to  the  rigors  of  the 
Alexandrian  fchool ;  and  although  Ptolemy,  kingiof 
Egypt,  difdained  not  to  become  the  puj>il  of  Euclid, 
yet  but  few  poets  or  religonifts  have  evinced  a 
turn  for  mathematics.    Indeed,  fiich  an  averfion 
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18  net  ^US»It  .to  he  acootinted  for:  this  fublixM 
ifeience  la  founded  on  demMfiration,  and  it  is  not  oA 
fuch  a  bafis^  that  either  the  fancy  of  the  one,  ot 
tibe  fupierftidon  of  the  other,  can  poffibly  be  ere£te<i« 

Mr.  D's  ftudies  were  accordmgly  confined  to 
Metaphyfics^  Theology,  vaA  the  Claffics.  Some 
tim^  before  he  had  taken  hi»  degree,  his  mind 
began  to  range  abroad,  and  to  fpeculate  freely^ 
relative  to  fyftematie  chriftianity,  and  abftra^  en- 
quiries concerning  firft  truths.  If  this  propenfity 
be  not  unfortunate,  it  is,  at  leaft,  unfrfffiiabki  mom 
f  fpecially  to  a  young  man  like  the  prefent,  all  of 
whole  hopes  in  life  originated  either  from  his  col- 
lege or  the  church.  The  consequence  was,  that 
after  a  fit  of  melancholy,  the  fierh  dictates  of 
principle  got  the  better  of  all  interefied  views^  and 
the  theologian  (for  fuch  he  had  now  become),  de- 
termined to  overftep  the  threftiold  of  the  church. 

All 'golden  dreams  of  preferment  being  thus 
blafted  in  the  very  outfet,  by  the  breath  of  confcir 
entious  feruples,  Mr.  D.  naturally  turned  his  mind 
towards  a  fituation,  for  which  he  feems  to  have 
been  admirably  adapted,  both  by  the  excellency 
pf  bis  education,  and  the  placidnefs  of  his  manners. 
Inftru£ted  himfelf,  he,  accordingly,  determined  to 
inftruft  others,  and  for  fome  time  aflified  the  Rev. 
'  Dr.  Grimwood,  who  then'  kept  a  Very  refpeQable 
academy  at  Dedham^  in  EiTex,  from  which  he  ha^ 
lately  retired. 

But  he  at  length  determined  to  return  to  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  made  an  opeji  avowal  of  his 
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diflent'  from  the  eftabliflied  church,  *  Whife  at  the 
tiiiiverfity,*  he  had  become  acquainted  with  a  very 
extraordinary  man,  the  Rev.  Robert "-Rotinfon, 
the  apoftle  of  the  Baptifts^  ivith  whom  he  for 
fome  time 'refided  J  at  this  .period,  he  preached 
occafionally  in  his  meeting-houfe,  which  almoft 
feced  Emanuel  college ;  he  aJfo  appeared  fre- 
quently in  the  pulpits  of  others  of  the  diflenting 
tlergy,  both  at  Cambridge,  Oxford,  &o. 

After  fignalifing  hrmfelf  in  this  manner  for  fome 
time,  without  any  particular  adherence  to  creeds 
or  fyftems,  Mr.  D.  at  length  determined  to  put  a 
jperiod  to  his  mlffion. 

Having  repaired  to  Cambridge,  he  was  encou* 
raged  to  undertake  a  work  on  the  fubfcription  to 
the  XXXIX  articles  of  the  church  of  England, 
Many  of  the  dlflenters  countenanced  the  plan; 
and  there  were'not  wanting  feveral  even  within  the 
walls  of  the  univerfity  who  encouraged  it,  fuch  as 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  who  aftually  introduced 
a  grace  for  the  removal  of  what  he  conceived  to  be 
an  intolerable  burden^  Mr.  Hammond,  fellow  of 
'Queen's,  and  Mr.  Frehd,  fellow  of  Jefus*. 

Having  now  acquired  a  certain  degree  of  repu- 
tation from  his  "  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  of  Sub- 
fcriptioi]s,"  &c.  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune 
in  London.  His  firft  occupation  in  the  capital  re- 
quired great  memory,  and  fome  talents;  thefe  he 
poffefled,  but  it  was  attended  with  a  degree  of 
drudgery  that  proved  intolerable.  He  accordingly 
fodn  difcovered,  that  the  office  of  reporter  of  the 
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debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  unfultable 
to  his  difpofition ;  he  therefore  quickly  relinquifhed 
it,  and  publifhed  a  fecond  edition  of  his  book  on 
fubfcriptloni  greatly  enlarged  and  improved.  It  is 
a  mifcellaneous  compofition,  and  abounds  with  po- 
litics, theology,  metaphyfics,  criticifms  on  the  fcrip* 
tural  text,  an  examination  of  the  fathers,  &c. 
'About  the  fame  time  he  printed  a  volume  of 
poems. 

Mr.  D.  now  formed  an  extenfive  acquaintance 
among  men  of  letters,  ^nd  engaged  in  the  bufineft 
of  profeffional  criticifm,  being  at  that  time  em- 
ployed in  writing  for  the  Reviews;  he'alfo  aflifted 
gentlemen  in  acquiring,  or  regaining  their  know- 
ledge of  the  claffics.  , 

It  fhould  be  obferred  here,  that  on  his  arrival  in 
the  metropolis  he  threw  off  his  black  coat,  and 
affumed,  in  all  refpefts,  ^/ecular  appearancey  except  in 
rcfpeft  to  his  hair,  which  ffill  favoured  of  the  eccle- 
iiaftical  tonfure:  he,  however,  has  lived  long 
enough  in  the  world  to  fee  even  this  become 
fafliionable ;  for,  after  having  been  cpnfined  for 
fome  centuries  to  the  clergy,  it  has  been  recently 
adopted  by  the  beau  monde. 

On  his  coming  to  town,  he  found  party  difputei 
and  opinions  running  very  high  5  but  although  he 
himfelf  had  been  an  orator  in  the  pulpit,  and  was 
accuftomed  at  times  to  fpeak  extempore^  yet  he  never 
delivered  his  fentiments  in  any  fociety  of  the  re- 
formers ;  for  he  feems  to  have  confidered  himfelf 
in  his  political  noviciate^  and  to  have  preferved  the 
referve,   fo   rigoroufly  enjoined  to  the  difciples 
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of  the  Samian  fage.  But  although  filent  himfel^ 
lie  may  have  been  faid  to  hare,  literaUy,  opened  the 
mmtths  of  others ;  as  he  wrote  feveral  fongs  for  po- 
litical clubs,  calculated  to  promote  feftivity,  tind 
Klax  the  brow  of  care  from  the  fatigues  and  dif- 
a{^iotments  of  life.   .  . 

Sooa  after  the 'much-dreaded  "  Rights  of  Man,** 
which  bad  nearly  efle£led  a  revolution  in  the  po- 
Hticad  worlds  made  its  appearahce,  Mr.  Dyer  pub- 
.fiflied  the  grft  edition  of  ''  The  Complaints  of  the 
Poor  People  of  England/'  with  the  motto  of  **.fiat 
jjoftitta.^  This  muft  be  cenfeiTedj  even  at  that 
tmie»  4o  have  been  a  bold  pamphlet ;  now  it  would 
Ibc  imoUrabky  and  might  fub)e£t  publiiher^  authof, 
2xtiy  perhaps,  printer ,  to  the  unfriendly  greetings  of 
Ms  Ma^efiy^s  Attorney-general ! 

His  next  work  was  a  treatife  on  the  ^  Theorf 
and  Praflice  of  Benevolence/'  intended  as  an  ap- 
pendix to  the  former;  it  contains  fome  fafis  re- 
fetire  to  the  ftateprifoners. 

After  this  followed  bis  •'  Memoirs  of  the  Life 
and  Writmgs  of  Robert  Robinfon,  late  Minifter  of 
•  the  Di0enting  Congregation,  in  St.  Andrew's  Pa- 
jtifb,  Cambridge/' 

.     The  next  |)erformance»  of  any  fiae,  by  Mr.  Dyer, 

appears  to  be  **The  Poet's  Fate,"  produced  In 

X797,  in  which  he  traces  in  fome  very  good  lines^ 

the  iuflferings  and  diftrefles  of  the  votaries  of  the 

mufes  not  only  in  modem>  but  alfo 

.  »*-^'*  In  ancient  times,  long  ere  poor  Buttey  6^ti, 
^  Or  cKuincrlcfs  tbe  potiOr'd  Loyelace  died.'' 

This  Is  to  be  followed  by  *^ Poetic  Sympathies.^*  • 
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He  has  publi(hed,  beMes  thofe  already  cnume- 
rated>  a  Satirical  Prologue  to  the  celebrated  Latla 
comedy  of  Ignoramus,  in  which  he  does  not  fpare 
even  lawn  Jleeves,  when  a  proper  occaiion  offers ; 
and  he  has  lately  undertaken  to  print  his  poetical 
Works,  for  which  there  is  the  promife  of  a  hand* 
feme  fubfcription. 

On  the- whole,  George  Dyer  muft  be  allowed  to 
be  a  Angular  charafler.  In  order  to  fumiifa  his 
mind  with  fa£ls,  and  gratify  his  eye  with  a  pleafiag 
romantic  fcenery,  he  undertook,  and  a£lually  ac« 
complifljed,  a  tour^  principally,  if  not  wholly,  cufoof^ 
through  the  moil  interefling  parts  of  England,  Scotr 
land,  and  Wales*  No  man  in  this  country  is  more 
converfant  with  what  may  be  termed  the  cradle 
and  the  grave  of  genius — the  free-fchools  and  the 
prifons  of  the  ifland,  mod  of  which  he  has  vifited 
in  perfon.  The  prefent  ftate  of  his  mind,  in  re« 
fpt€k  to  religion,  we  are  wholly  unacquainted  with^ 
of  all  the  ancient  fefts,  however,  he  feems  moft 
to  refemble  the  Peripatetics,  who  placed  the  /urn- 
mum  bonum^  "not  in  the  pleafures  of  pallive  fenfa^ 
tion^  but  in  the  due  exercife  of  the  moral  and  in- 
telledual  faculties."  Like  them  too,,  he  has  been 
accufiomed  to  imbibe  or  retail  infiru6tion  while  hb 
iT^alked ;  and  as  this  country  has  not,  like  Athens  of 
old,  a  Perifaton^'ht  frequently  indulges  in  the  ftteett 
or  the  public  road. 

There  is  another  peculiarity  obfervable  in  thi^ 
jgentleman ;  this  confifis  in  the  rejection  of  all  titles 
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from  his  works ;  for  which,  he  fays,  he  has  hiftor/, 
philofophy,  and  even  Chriftianity  on  his  fide.  He 
alfo  obferves  very  (hrewdJy  in  one  of  his  publi- 
cations, "  that  thofe  artificial  diftin£lions  which 
"  originated  in  tyranny,  and  are  perpetuated  by 
^*  cuftom,  lie  at  the  bottom  of  many  ferious  evils 
•*  that  exift  in  fociety/^  A. 


MR.  D'ISRAELI. 


'  THIS  gentleman  is  the  only  fon  of  a  refpeftable 
Italian  merchant, .  who  has  long  refided  in  this 
country,  and  who  is  well  known  and  efteemed 
upon  'Change. 

The  early  part  of  his  youth  was  paflcd  at  the 
country  refidence  of  his  father  at  Enfield,  where  he 
was  fent  to  a  neighbouring  fchool.  Here  he  learnt 
nothing  but  a  little  impcrfeft  Latin  ;  enough,  how- 
ever, to  perceive  that  there  were  beauties  in  Virgil 
and  Horace,  which  his  pedagogue  could  not  aflift 
him  in  difcerning  and  appreciating.  After  a  refid- 
ence of  feveral  years,  the  aflFc6lionate  c^re  of  his 
parents  affifted  him  with  a  variety  of  makers ;  but 
as  he  rievolted  againft  the  difciplinc  of  elementary 
knowledge,  it  was  refolved  that  he  fhould  be  fent 
to  a  private  feminary  in  the  city  of  Amfterdam.  A 
year  had  fcarccly  paffed  under  his  new  tutor,  when 
he  became  the  maftcr  of  bis  mafter.    If  he  had 
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tna^e  m  progrefs  in  claiSical  literature,  he  had  now, 
J)ow^ver  acquired  a  confiderabJe  knowledge  of  all 
,the  modern  languages ;  he  declaimed  paflages  from 
^the  plays  of  the  Spaniflx  Calderoh,  the  Luciad  of  the 
Portuguefe  Camoens,  the  Jernfalern  of  TafTo,  and 
particularly  from  the  Henriade  of  Voltaifei  .He 
formed  a  paflionale  attachment  to  the  higher  plafs  of 
French  w;riters ;  he  felt  with  all  the  energ)^  ef  tafte, 
:the  rich  imagination  jandfeduflive  periods  of  Rouf- 
feau,  the  pointed  and  brilliantcdiftion  of  Voltaire,  ^ 
and  the  concifenefs  and  delicacy  of  jVIontefquieu.- 
On  returning  to  his  native  country,  he  again  re- 
tired to  the  country-houfe  of  his  father.  He  now.  in*- 
dulged  more  extenfively  in  an  uninterrupted  pcruf^I 
of  authors  of  tafte.  He  faw,  with  pleafure,  that  he 
was  neither  adapted  by  nature  nor  defigned  by  his 
friends  for  a  commercial  life.  Having  made  a  tour 
through  France  and  Italy,  he  returned  with  a.  valua- 
ble colleftion  of  books,  particularly  in  the  French 
language.      He   now   had   a  confirmed  tafte    for 

.  the  literature  of  that  refined  and  volatile  people ;     - 
and,  as  he  has  obferved,  among  them  .he  not  only 
found  works  of  tafte,  not  elfewherc  to  be  met  with, 
but  a  vaft  refource  for  the  Materia  Lileran'a,  which 
cxifts  in  no  other  nation. 

•     The  ^arlieft  performance  avowedly  by  Mr.  D'lf- 

raelis  is  "A  Poetical  Epiftle  on  the  Abufc  of  Satire," 

which  was  written,    we  underftand,    to  gratify 

^  certain  man  of  letters,  who  was  his  neighbour, 

and  who  fmarted  under  the  fcourge  of  Peter  Pindar. 
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As  a  firll  produftioii,  it  exhibits  fai»  poetical  tafeiM 
to  confiderable  advantage*  This  efftifion  after* 
Wards  procured  him  the  friendflrip  of  Drt*WoIcot, 
'who  has  not  only  encouraged  his  poetical  efforts, 
1)7  unequivocal  marls  of  his  approbation,  but  con- 
ferred on  him  ftill  more  ufeful  fervices,  by  many 
proofs  of  his  friendfliip. 

In  1790,  Mr.  D^Ifraeli  made  a  more  formal  ap- 
pearance in  public,  by  addrefling  a  poem,  entitled 
'•*  A  Defence  of  Poetry/'  to  the  prefent  laureat. 
The  whole  edition,  excepting  the  few  copies  foM, 
was  burnt  by  the  author ;  undefcrvcdly,  it  feems, 
for  the  Monthly  Review  of  March>  i79i>  gives  it 
the  following  chara^er: — • 

''  Mn  D'lfradi  »  among  the  few  modern  |>oet8  vvho  have  at« 
**  taiaed  their  favour  (the  mufcs) ;  thej  appear^  from  the  teftimoii7 
^  before  ms,  to  have  ^ftingaiihed  him  from  the  crowd,  and  to  hard 
^'.aBowed  him  a  plenteova  draught  from  their  fountain  of  Tofpir-* 
>'  ation.  lie  is  not  without  a  knowledge  of  the  requifites  of  ge- 
"  nuine  poetry :  his  verfification  is  elegant,  flowing,  and  hannoni' 
"  cms ;  nor  can  we  read  thia  fpecimen  of  his  abilities,  without  per* 
*'  ceiving  that  he  has  devoted  his  d^ys  and  his  ixights  ta  our  im- 
"  mortal  Pope,- 

Li  1791,  from  thefe  elevations  of  poetry,  our 
•author  defcended  into  the  humble,  but,  with  him, 
'  the  agreeable  and  entertaining  path  of  compilation. 
The  firft  volume  of  his  "  Curiofities  of  Literature** 
was  publifhed  anonymouily ;.  but  the  fafcination  of 
public  favour  induced  him  to  prefix  his  name  to 
the  fecqnd.  Thefe  compilations  foon  became 
popular,   and  havc^  be^n  a  fource  of  numerous 
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imitations.  .The  volumes  form  a  rich  repofitory  of  li- 
terary anecdote,  and  contain  many  original  and  well- 
written  criticifms.  The  rapid  fale  of  three  large 
editions  is  the  beft  proof  of  the  public  opinion. 

As  an  original  writer,  he  foon  afterwards  pro- 
duced his  "  Differtation  on  Anecdotes,"  of  which 
work  the  Critical  Review  for  January,  1794,  ob*- 
ferves,  that 

"  This  is  an  eccentric,  an  ingenious,  and  philofophical  pcr- 
**  formancc.  The  author^  in  a  very  mallerly  way,  vindicates  the  de- 
'^  taller  of  anecdotes  from  the  chaise  of  being  a  literary  triflcr,  and 
**  his  remarks  are  extremely  fenfible  and  entertaining ;  they  are 
^*  given  in  a  lively  fbrain  of  reafoning,  and  form  a  vexy  judidoun 
^^  and  curioua  fpecplation.** 

This  was  followed  by  his  "  Effay  on  the  Lite- 
rary Chara£ter/'  The  merits  of  this  ingenious  and 
original  performance  are  too  generally  known  to 
require  any  eulogium  in  this  place. 

In  1796,  he  produced  a  volume  of  Mifcellanies; 
it  is  not  fo  original  as  his  two  former  produftions, 
but  the  diftion,  as  ufua],  is  highly  poliflied,  and  the 
anecdotes  are  uncommon  and  curious. 

His  laft  performance  was  a  philofophical  novel, 
in  two  volumes,  under  the  title  of  *^  Vaiirien.'* 
The  chief  objeft  of  this  work  was  to  fatirize  certain 
literary  eccentricities-'  and  monjlrojities  which  have 
lately  been  obtruded  upon  the  public.  Some  of  the 
game' was  d6ubtteft'fmr;  a  few  ch»a3ers  were, 
however,  too  much  <)Verftraitied  and  caricatured 
to  imptefs  every  r^gder  wjth  the  juftice  of  the  at- 
•     Hh         "  tack- 
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tack.  To  exaggerate  is  the  common  failing  of  alt 
fatyrifts  and  carieaturifls,  and  Mr.  D'Ifraeli  may 
not^  perhaps,  have  exceeded  the  ufuai  licence. 

He  is  at  this  time  engaged  upon  a  work,  which^ 
from  a  publiflied  fpeciraen*,  promifes  confiderably 
to  exalt  his  reputation  as  a  fine  writer.  It  is  to 
confid  of  feveral  romances,  embelliflied  with  ori- 
ginal poetry. 

Mr.  D'Ifraeli  is  unmarried,  and  at  this  time 
about  thirty  years  of  age.  His  habits  and  con- 
nexions are  as  ftriflly  literary  as  thbfe  of  any  re- 
fident  of  the  metropolis.  Few  perfons  read  and 
write  more ;  fcarcely  any'compofe  with  equal  ra- 
pidity 5  and,  if  clofe  application  do  not  injure  his 
health,  the  execution  of  fome  of  his  literary  defigns 
promife  confideraUe  future  gratification  to  the 
public.  A.  D. 


THE  REV.  DAVID  WILLIAMS. 

THE  life  of  this  gentleman  is  not  barren  of  in- 
cident, for  unlike  that  of  moft  men  of  letters,  his 
has  been  active  and  enterprizing ;  and  very  few  of 
his  movements  have  been  unaccompanied  with  a 
correfpondent  effeft. 

Mr. Williams  was  born  in  Wales.  His  father's  cir- 

cumftances  having  become  fotaewhat  embarraflfed, 

in  confequence  of  fome  unfiiccefsful  fpeculations 

\n  mines,  he  foughf  for  refuge  from  the  refle£tioos 

«  VidcMootbly-Magasineyp^ge  368;  Mijf  1798. 
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iueident  to  the  ilate  into  which  he  had  involved 
himfclf,  and  numerous  family,  by  flying  to  the  conl* 
forts  of  religion. 

He  at  this  time  refided  inGJamorganfliire,  wher« 
his  fon  David  vtras  born ;  who,  with  his  other  chil- 
dren, were  fent  to  a  neighbouring  fchool  for  edu* 
cation.  Old  Mr.  Williams,  by  affociating  with  the 
methodiftsi  had  imbibed  their  principles  and  en- 
thufiafm  3  and  resolved  to  train  up  his  fon  to  thef 
church,  probably  intending  him  for  si  teacher 
among  his  fe£t,  and,  no  doubt,  expecting  him  to 
become  one  of  its  faints ! 

David  difcovered  lively  and  pi*omifing  abilities  j 
but  fuch  as  by  no  means  qualified  him  for  the  fta- 
tion  allotted  him,  to  which,  indted,  he  liad  an  in* 
fuparable  rep»ugnance.  Yet  a  parent's  dying  in- 
junctions  controlled  his  refolution,  and  he  went 
reluQantly  through  the  preparatory  forms  of  edu- 
cation, neceffary  to  fit  him  for  the  diflenting 
miniftry.  .      .   , 

His  firft  appearance,  in  the  charafter  of  a 
J)r€acher,  was  at  Froome,  in  Somerfetfhire;  where, 
although  he  could  not  conceal  the  diflike  he  enter- 
tained to  the  primnefs  and  precifenefs  of  the  dif- 
fenters ;  yet  he  foon  made  himfelf  beloved  and  ad-* 
mired  by  his  congregation^  His  reputation  for' 
abilities,  fpread  fo  rapidly,  that  at  the  age  of  twcn* 
ty-two,  he  was  invited  to  Exeter,  as  the  fucceflbr  o^ 
two  celebrated  paftors  j  and  he  underwent  the  re- 
quxfite  formalities  of  ordination^  in  order  to  qualify 
H  h  2  hiia 
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tim  for  the  miniftry  in  the  Arian  congfregatroii 
there. 

Soon  after  this,  he  embarked  in  a  pla»  which 
originated  at  LtverpooK  to  introduce  a  Socini- 
an  liturgy  among  the  diflenters.  A  foctety,  for 
this  purpofe,  had  been  founded  at  the  Oftagon 
chapel  there,  by  the  peribns  who  had  conceived  the 
defign  ;  and  Mr.  Williams  foon  perfuaded  his  con- 
gregation to  adopt  it;  this  affords  no  common  in- 
ttance  of  their  attachment  to  him  !  In  that  city,  he 
might  have  lived  an  eafy  and  agreeable  life ;  but 
he  at  length  became  difgufted  at  fome  hypocritical 
fchemes,  difcovcred  by  him,  and  aSlually  deter- 
mined to  quit  the  Weft  of  England. 

On  his  arrival  in  London,  he  received  fi>me  diftin* 
guilhed  civilities  from  the  diflenters,  and  did  duty  at 
one  of  their  congregations  at  Highgate,  until  he 
had  prepared  a  plan  of  education  which  he  meant 
to  carry  into  praftice. 

While  at  Highgate,  he  preached  a  courfe  of 
"  Sermons  on  Religious  Hyppcrify,"  "which  he  pub- 
lifhed  in  two  volumes,  8vo.  In  1770,.  he  wrote  a 
poignant  *^  Letter  to  Mr.  Garrick,  on  his  conduft 
and  tafents  as  manager  and  performer  ;'*  this 
was  followed  by  a  work  called  "  the  Philofopher^" 
confifting  of  three  polemical  converfations ;  with 
dedications  to  Lord  Mansfield,  and  the  bifliop  of 
eioucefter. 

Whea  a  rcfpeSable  body  of  clergy,  chiefly  dif- 
frntcrs,  met  at  the  Feathers  tavern,  to  petition  fof 
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relief  in  the  fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine  articfles, 
Mr.  Williams  was  apf)lied  to,  and  at  their  folicitation, 
drew  up  fome  *'  Eflays  on  public  Worfhip,  Patri- 
otifm,  and  Projefts  of  Reformation  i"  which  were 
printed  and  publifhed,  but  are  faid  to  contain  fen- 
timents  approximating  more  towards  deifm  than  his 
enaployers  wilhed.  An  appendix  was  added  after- 
wards, which  is  peculiarly  fevere  on  the  conduft  of 
the  diflenters,  with  whom^  he  afterwards  broke  off 
all  connexion* 

About  the  year  1773,  he  brought  forward  his 
plan  of  educatiopj  founded  on  the  outline  given  by 
Commenius,  when  he  was  invited  here,  to  reform 
the  EngUfli  fchools;  and  whofe  defign  was  fruf- 
trated  by  the  civil  wars.  Mr.  Williams  diftin- 
guiihed  himfelf,  on  this  occaiion>  in  fuch  a  manner> 
that  although  he  was  a  ftfanger  in  the  neighbour* 
hood^  and  his  religious  tenets  lay  under  fome  im- 
putation among  the  orthodox^  yet  he  met  with 
great  encouragement.  The  honorarium  of  his  pu- 
pils^ was  higlii  but,  notwithftanding  this,  their 
number  was  confiderable.  He  was  now  in  a  fair 
way  of  making  his  fortune,  and  of  introducing  a 
more  rational  and  eafy  mode  of  education  ^  wben^ 
at  this  critical  period,  he  lofl  his  wife^  a  lofs,  which, 
notwithfianding  all  his  philofophical  fortitude,  he 
was  unable  to  fupport ;  he  accordingly  fled  both 
from  his  habitation  and  inftitution,  to  take  {belter 
i^  the  remote  part  of  Derbylhire,  where,  for  fome 
time,  he  indulged  his  melancholy. 

While  at  Chelfea,  he  publiihcd  a  Treatife  on 
H  h  3  Education, 
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Education,  in  a  duodecimo  volume  j  which  con-f 
tains  fome  uncommonly  acute  and  judicious  re? 
marks  oj\  that  fubje£t,  and  difclofes  his  fentiments 
with  refpeft  to  revealed  religion. 

During  bis  refidence  there,  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Franklin,  with  whom  he  was  intimate,  took  refuge 
in  his  houfe,  from  the  ftorm  he  apprehended  would 
follow  Mr.  Wedderburne's  unwarranted  attack  on 
him  at  the  council-board;  an  event  which  is 
faid  to  have  had  more  efFe£l  towards  the  crifis 
which  fpon  followed,  than  can  be  eafily  imagined. 
And  here,  we  are  affured  it  was  that  the  philofo- 
pher  of  Penfylvania,  concerted  with  his  friend  the 
plan  of  a  deiftical  and  philofophical  le&ure.  This 
icheme  was,  at  length,  carried  into  praflice ;  for  on 
his  return  to  London,  Mr.  Williams  opened  a 
cliapel  in  Margaret-ftreet,  Gavendifh-fquare,  in 
which  he  was  fupported  by  feveral  perfons  of  con- 
fequence.  and  fortune,  &c.  &c.  The  complexion 
pf  his  difcourfes,  was,  however,  neither  relifhed  by 
chvirchmen  nor  diffenters;  accordingly,  although 
many  went  to  hear  him,  few  enrolled  their  name; 
fis  members. 

While  officiating  in  this  capacity,  he  publi(hed 
the  Inauguration  Sermon,  two  volumes  of  Leftures 
on  the  Univerfal  Principles  of  Religion  and  Mo- 
rality, and  a  Liturgy  for  the  Chapel.  Notwith- 
^anding  a  variety  pf  obftacles,  he  continued  hi^ 
Jabours,  during  a  period  of  nearly  four  years  ;  but 
as  the  fubfcribers  did  not  increafe,  he  removed  to  a 
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private  room,  where  he  delivered  his  opinions 
before  thofe  who  fupported  the  inftitution.  His 
fociety  was,  indeed,  fmalls  but  it  was  as  refpe£iabic 
as  any  in  England. 

Mr.  Williams's  other  publications  confift  of  a 
pamphlet  on  '*  The  Nature  and  Extent  of  Intellec- 
tual Liberty  5''  **  A  Plan  of  Affociation,  on  Con- 
fiitutional  Principles,"  a  traft  written  at  the  time  of  ^ 
the  riots  in  London ;  ^*  Letters  on  Political  Liber- 
ty;*- occafioned  by  the  county  meetings  and  aflfoci- 
ations,  in  178a ;  "  Lectures  on  Political  Principles," 
and  "Ledures  on  Education ;"  and,  a  '^  Hiftory 
of  Monmoiithfliire,"  in  one  volume,  4to. 

Several  anonymous  works  have  been  attri- 
buted-to  Mr.  Williams,  fuch  as  "  Royal  Recol- 
lections ;"  but  it  is  To  infinitely  beneath  his  abili- 
ties, that  no  one  of  his  friends  can  allow  it  to  be 
his.  The ,"  Leflbns  to  a  Young  Prince,"  and  "  An 
Apology  for  profefiSng  the  Religion  of  Nature 
in  the  eighteenth  Century,"  may  poflibly  have 
come  from  his  pen,  and  they  are  not  unworthy 
of  it.  Some  of  the  above  works,  which  muft  be 
allowed  to  poffefs  a  large  (hare  of  intrinfic  merit, 
fliew  that  Mr.  W.  had  early  turned  his  thoughts 
to  political  enquiries;  and  this  important  branch 
of  knowledge  is  faid  to  have  been  firft  fug- 
gefted  to  his  miijid,  in  confequence  of  his  affift- 
ance.  having  been  called  for,  in  fome  parliamentary 
tranfa£tions. 

His  religious  and  political  opinions  at  length 
H  b  4  conne6ted 
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coniie£lcd  him  intimately  with  the  popular  party 
in  this  country,  and^  his  celebrity  recomnaended 
him  to  the  notice  of  \he  Girondifts  iit  France,  who 
invited  him  over  to  affift  them  in  the  formation  of 
the  conftitution.  He  was  intimately  acquainted 
withBriflbt*  whik  In  England  ;  and  this  journey, 
which  introduced,  him  to  the  friendfliip  of  all  the 
great  political  leaders  of  the  day,  was  not  unac- 
companied with  fome  perfonal  danger :  f^r,  as  he 
recommended  mercy  to  the  king,  the  Jacobins 
branded  him. with  the  title  of  royalift,  and  he  was 
aftually  denounced  as  fuch  in  their  chib*  -  Mr. 
Williams  faw  fo  clearly  the  deHgns.of  this  fadion, 
and  was  fo  certain 'of  the  refult,  that  he  foretold 
to  their 'opponents,  when,  he  patted  with  them, 
that,  if  they  did  not  deftroy  the  Jacobins^  the  Jaco^ 
bins  would  foon  deftroy  themf  1 

Soon 

*  Briifot  firft  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Williaihs  in  ooale* 
quence  of  the  writings  of  the  latter.  On  his  return  to  his  native 
country,  amidft  the  turrpoils  of  one  of  the  moft  wonderful  revo- 
lutions that  ever  agitated  mankind,  he  confulted  Mr.  W.  as  his 
oracle,  and  was  forewarned  by  him  of  his  danger.  Had  he  fol- 
lowed his  advice,  the  prefent  £tuation  of  France>  and,  indeed,  of 
£:irope«  might  have  been  more  aufpicious  ! 

f  The  celebrated  Madame  Roland  fpcaks  highly  of  the  political 
talents  of  Mr.  Williams,  in  many  parts  of  her  vcr)' animated  work. 

"  Paine,*'  fays  (lie,  *'  is  better  calculated  to  produce  a  rcvolu- 
"  tion,  than  to  affift  in  the  formation  of  a  conftitution.  He  feizes, 
*'  he  eftablifties,  thofe  grand  principles,  the  expofitm  of  which 
"  ftrikes  every  one  at  firft  fight,  ravifiies  a  clubj  and  produces  en- 

<<  tbufiaiJD 
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Soon  after  his  return,  a  very  extraordinary  in* 
fiance  of  the  offence  he  had  given  to  a  certain 
quarter  occurred.  He  had  been  engaged  by  Mr. 
Bowyer,  of  Pall  Mall, -to  write  the  Hiftory  of  Eng- 
land,* from  the  Revolution  to  the  prefent  time  ;  this 
was  defigncd  as  a  continuation  of  Hume,  and  was 
to  be  ornamented  with  fuperb  plates.  The  firft 
artifts  in  the  kingdom  were  employed  on  the  bc- 
cafion,  and  Mr.. Williams's  name  was  anipounced  in 
the  profpeftus,  evidetJtly  writteti  by  himfetf.  But 
this  engagement  with  the  public  was  broken,  alter 
the  intended  author  had  made  every  neceifary  ar- 
rangtment.incideat  to  fo.^rand  an  undertaking.  In 
Ihort,  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  Bowyer,  that  his 
fervibes  i»»j/f  bcldifpeafed  with,-  in  confequence  of 
certain  intimations^  of  the  difpleafure  of  a  great 
perfonage !  Mr.  Bowyer,  however,  found  that  a 
compromife  was  neceffary  to  proteft  him  from  a 
fuit  in  chancery. 

We  have  now  detailed  fome  of  the  events,  by 

which 

'*  thu(iain  at  4  tavern  >  but  for  the  coqI  diiciiffioxi  of  a  committee, 
'<  for  the  conne&ed  labours  of  the  l^iflator,  I  coniider 

David  Williams 
"  as  infinitely  more  proper. 

''  WiSiams,  althougk^  fikehim^  created  a  French  citizen,  was  not 
**  nominated  to  the  convdition,  where  he  would  have  proved  in- 
"  finitely  more  uieful.  But  the  government  invited  him  to  Pari«, 
''  where' he  paiied  fome  months^,  and  convexfed  often  with  the  prin- 
"  cipal  deputies. 

*'  A  fage  thinker^  a  real  friend  to  mankind,  he  appeared  to  me 
''  to  combine  their  modes  of  happinefs^  as  well  as  Paine  described 
**  thols  ctUk  that  conftitttte4  their  mifeiy/* 
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which  the  life  of  this  extraordinary  man  has  been 
marked.  What  his  employment  may  be  at  prefent, 
IS  not  generally  known^  but  he  ftill  continues  to  dif- 
tinguifh  himfelf  by  his  laudable  exertions  in  fupport 
of  a  moft  ufeful  inftitution,  "  ITie  Literary  Fund," 
of  which  be  is  faid  td  be  the  founder;  and  is  fup* 
pofed  to  be  occupied  during  the  fefQon,  by  pariia- 
mentary  ftudents. 

Againft  fo  bold,  fo  mianly,  and  fo  able  an  advo- 
rate  in  behalf  df  civil  and  religious  liberty,  much 
malignity  has  occafionally  been  difplayed ;  to  de^ 
precate  fuch  malignity;  or  defend  him  from  the 
attacks  of  the  enemies  of  fuch  principles,  would  be 
fuperfluous,  becaufe  it  would  be  unneceflary.  We 
leave  the:friend  of  Franklin,  and  Roland,  to  defend 
ftimfelf,  whenever  an  aflf^iilant  fliall  appear  worthy 
of  fuch  a  conteft. 


■fiiipi 


GILBERT  WAKEFIELD,  B.A. 

THIS  gentleman  boafts  a  name  well  known  in- 
the  annals  of  claflical  literature ;  and  it  is  alfo  inti- 
mately conne£):ed  with  the  queftions  that  have 
lately  agitated  the  minds  of  the  thini^ing  part  of 
the  community,  on  the  fubje£l  of  religion  5  nor  has 
it  been  without  celebrity  in  the  field  of  political 
controverfy.  Refpe£ling  fuch  a  perfoq,  the  opi- 
nions of  his  fellow  citizens  will  be  9^  various,  per- 
haps>  as  their  principles.    Our  judgment,  too  often, 
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CumeUmt'likey  borrows  its  decifions  from  the  hue  of 
party;  and,  unfortunately,  we  are  nerer  lefs  can- 
did, than  when  political  and  religious  enmities 
warp  around,  and  pervert  the  mind  from  its  natu* 
ral  bias  towards  juftice. 

An  outline  of  Mr.  Wakefield's  life  has  already 
been  laid  before  the  public  byhimfelf*,  and  from  it 
we  learn,  *^  that  he  was  introduced  into  this  planet 
on  February  a^d,  1756,  in  the  parfonage-houfe  of 
St.  'Nicholas,  in  Nottingham,  of  which  church  his 
father  was  then  refitor.'*  It  appears  that  his  pater- 
nal grandn)other  claimed  her  defcent  both  from  the 
Ruflfell  family,  the  illuftrious  head  of  which,  in  the 
reign  of  the  fecond  Charles,  bkd  for  the  caufe  of 
freedom;  and  that  great  lawyer.  Sir  Edward Coke» 
the  latter^  part  of  whofe  life  was  devoted  to  the 
liberties  of  his  country.  With  fuch  progenitors, 
added  to  a  fpirit  of  liberal  enquiry,  it  is  but  little 
lender  that  he  fliould  dare  to  think  for  bimfelf, 
and  become  a  ftickler  for  the  popular  caufe ! 

On  his  origin,  however,  Mr.  W.  dqes  not  fecnj 

Jo  plume  himfelf : 

<(  Malo  pater  tibi  fit  Therfites,  dummodo  tu  fis 
^  iSacidae  fimilis,  Vulcaniaque  arma  capdTas ; 
M  Therfitae  Qmilein  quim  te  producat  Achilles." 

<«  Give  me  Therfites'  fon.  who  bravely  wiekft 
**  Vulcanian  af  mour  in  eix>battled  ^elds, 
•*  Before  Therfites  of  Achilles'  line ; 
<«  Degenerate  offspring  of  a  fire  divine ! '' 

*  **Mcraoir8ofthe  Life  of  Gilbert  WakefieMi  ?.A/'  i  vol 
fvo.  179a. 
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From  his  earlieft  infancy,  the  fubje^  of  thefe 
memoirs  appears  to  have  evinced  a  difpofition  of 
mind  uncommonly  grave  and  ferious.  In  addition 
to  this,  he  difplayed  an  ardent  third  for  knowledge, 
feldom  equalled,  perhaps  never  furpafied  in  any 
human  bofom;  and  what  is  truly  wonderful,  it  has 
always  continued  unimpaired  to  this  hour.  At  the 
age  of  three  years  and  three  mcmths,  when  he 
went  to  the  fcbool  of  an  ancient  femade,  ftill  in  ex- 
iftence,  he  could  fpell  the  longeft  words,  repeat  his 
catechifm  without  hesitation,  and  read  the  gofpels 
with  •  fluency  >— -for  this  early  proficiency,  he  was 
indebted  to  the  attention  of  a  kind  mother.  Dur- 
ing the  following  Whjtfuntidc  holidays,  and  at 
Chf  tftlrias  in  the  fame  year,  he  difplayed  a  memory 
equally  prbcooious. 

When  he  had  attained  his  feventh  year,  he  was 
initiated  ihthe  Latin  langjuagi,  at  the  free-fchool  of 
Nottingham,  under  the  Rev..  Dr. Samuel  Beardmore, 
afterwards  roaftcr  of  the  Charter-houfe ;  but  to  this 
refpefliable  fcHolar  and  g^entleman,  whom  he  cha- 
rafterifes  "  as  an  acrimonious  divine,"  he  difavows 
any  obligations  whatever,  and,  after  a  lapfe  ofthirty 
years,  he  ftill  recollefts  his  threats. 

At  the  age 'of  nine  he  was  removed  to  Wilford, 
near  Nottingham,  then  under  the  djreftion  of  a 
preceptor  of  different  charafter,  a  man  of  unparal- 
leled fimplicity  of  manners ;  he  erred,  however, 
in  being  **  righteous  overmuch,"  for  he  fubjefted 
the  pupils  to  a  rigorous  confinement,  of  no  lefs 
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than  thirteen  hours  daily :  with  the  intermiffion  of 
only  one  hundred  and  twenty  minutes,  for  bre^k- 
faft  and  dinner.  This  praftice  is  unfavourable  to 
health,  and  militates  againft  the  falutary  maxim:  of 
the  Roman  poet : 

«<  £t  puer  es;  nee  te  quicquam,  nHi  ludere,  oportct; 
«'  Lude ;  decent  annos  malUa  regna  tuos.*' 

On  the  elder  Mr.  Wakefield*s  promotion  to  the 
vicarage  of  Kingfton,  he  was  removed  from  re- 
ftraiiits  too  irkfome,  even  for  a  boy  of  his  applicati- 
on, and  placed  under  his  father's  curate.  There, 
again,  he  was  unfortunate,  for  his  new  preceptor 
proved  to  be  one  of  thofe  *'  pedagogical  Jehus/* 
fatirifed  by  a  great  Englifh*  divine ;  and,  indeed^t 
is  not  a  little,  remarkable,  when  the  importance  of 
the  fubjeS  is  confidercd,  how  few  are  qualified  for 
the  tafk  of  inftruftion,  and  how  carelefs  parents  in 
general  are,  refpefliDg  the  choice  of  thqfe  who  are 
to  form  the  infant  minds  of  their  ofFspripg. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen,  Mr,  Wakjefield,  at  length, 
found  in  the  perfon  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Woodde* 
fon,  father  of  the  prefent  Vinerian  profelTor,  a  pre^ 
cepcor  better  fulted  to  his  tafte,  at  lead  fo  far  a& 
dicipiinc  was  concerned.  His  academy  feemed  a 
kind  of  battled  for  feedling  authors  \  Meflxs*  Stee-^ 

*  See  the  diicourfe  on  <*  Education,^'  (in  his  printed  fennon^ 
6  vof.  8vo.)  by  Dr.  Robert  South,  public  orator  of  the  univerfity 
of  Oxford,  prebendary  of  Weftminiler,  &c.  &c.  an  able  man^ 
and  a  srcat  timc-fcrver,  but  who  could  not  get  a  bilhoprick ! 
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vens,  Keate,  Gibbon,  Hayley,  and  Baron  Mafercsi 
being  all  nurtured  there;  y^t  h^  himfelf,  hardly 
ever  publiflied  any  thing,  and  his  ftore  of  latinity 
does  not  appear  tp  have  been  great ;  but  he  pof- 
feffed  a  benignant  temper,  and  although  armed 
with  ^ferula  to  the  full  as  awful  ^s  the  fceptre  of  a 
defpot,.his  was  a  gentle  reign. 

After  tailing  the  ftreJims  of  Greek  and  Roman 
literature  at  their  fountain  h^kd,  his  pareirts  begari 
to  think  of  fending  him  to  the  univerfity,  on  which 
^  ftudentcy  In  Chrift-church,  Oxford,  wis  offered 
him ;  this  he  luckily  efcaped,  in  confequeiice  of  his 
father's  predileftion  for  his  own  college;  and  it  ftill 
feems  to  afford  a  fubjefl  of*  exultation  to  the  fonj 
ei«n  in  his  rfper  yeafs;  as  "orthodox  theology, 
high  church  politics,  and  paffive  obedience  to  the 
Jjowefs  that  be,  fit  etithroned,"  acCbrditig'  to  him, 
in  a  femihary,  ohce  "  nutrix  herouiri,"  the  vene- 
rable nurfe  of  Somefs,  Hales;  Selden,  Chillingworth^ 
and  Locke. 

At  length  he  obtained  a  fcbolardfip  in  Jefu9 
College,  Cambridge ;  and  it  fo  happened,  that  he! 
eiaftly  fuited  the  ihtention  of  the  founder,  who 
preferred  "  the  fon  of  a  livirtg  clergy mafi,  bom  aC 
Nottingham,"  both  of  which  Conditions,  as  may 
h^ve  been  obfetved,  happened  to  be  united  in  him; 

As  foon  as  he  was  fettled  at  the  univerfity,  Mn 
W.  refumed  hJs  claflical  ftudies,  which  had  fuffered 
a  long  fufpenfion,  in  confequence  of  a  putrid  fore 
throat  and  fever,  followed  by  a  vacation  of  fcveraf 
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months.  The  college  le£lures  in  algebra  and  logic^ 
were,  however,  particularly  odious  to  him.  So  ena- 
moured Was  he  of  clafiic  grouiKl,  that  it  was  long 
before  he  could  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  Approach 
the  lefs  inviting  regions  of  fcience  and  philofophy. 
At  laft,  however,  he  overcame  his  prejudices,  and 
actually  opened  Euclid,  **The  old  Carpenter,"  as  he 
was  jocularly  termed  by  a  young  man,  who,  like  him- 
felf, had  become  a  mathematician  by  compulfion. 

During  a  five  years  continuance  at  Cambridge, 
he  rofe  by  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  during  both 
winter  and  fummer;  but  notwithfianding  this, 
which  implies  a  fevere  attention  to  ftudy,  he  wa» 
fond  of  fociety  at  his  meals- 

In  the  third  year  of  his  refidence,  he  became  a 
candidate  for  Dr.  Browne's  three  medals,  and  ac- 
cordingly produced  a  couple  of  odes  in  Greek  and 
Latin,  and  alfo  a  pair  of  epigrams ;  the  firft  and  la(l 
excrcifes,  according  to  his  own  opinion,  were  un- 
worthy of  the  reward,  but  he  thought  he  was 
hardly  ufed  refpedUng  the  Horatian  ode ;  and  had 
not  the  fon  of  Dr.  Cooke,  then  provoft  of  King's, 
been  a  claimant  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable, that  he  would  have  fucceeded. 

His  academical  ftudies  had  hitherto  rcfufed  lei- 
fure  for  theological  enquiries  j  a  branch  of  learn- 
ing, which  his  native  ferioufnefs  of  difpofition,  and 
his  fpirit  of  enquiry  rendered  peculiarly  appofite. 
At  laftf  during  the  long  vacation  of  1775,  he  began 
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to  cultivate  Hebrew,  without  the  aid  of  which,  he 
deemed  an  acquaintance  with  the  text  of  the  new 
teflament  impoflible. 

On  January  i6th,  1776,  he  took  his  degree  of 
B.A,  with  feventy-four  other  candidates  for  aca- 
demical honours ;  and,  on  this  occafion,  he  was 
nominated  to  the  fecond  poft.  Soon  after  this, 
(April  1 6th,)  he  was  elefled  fellow;  and,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fame  year,  he  printed  at  the  univer- 
iity-prefs,  a  fmall  coUeftion  of  latin  poems,  with  a 
few  notes  on  Horace,  by  way  of  appendix. 

In  1777,  he  obtQined  the  fecond  of  the  four 
.  yearly  prizes,  prefented  by  the  members  for  the 
univerfity'.  In  177S,  he  finiflied  an  exercife,  at 
inns,  &c.  during  a  journey,  which  he  had  begun  at 
college ;  this  he  trufted  to  the  fidelity  of  a  crofe- 
country  waggoner,  and  firft  learned  his  fucc^fs 
through  the  medium  of  a  London  ncwfpaper! 
He  thus  appears  to  have  been  fecond  wrangler, 
Jicond  medallift,  and  the  fecond  in  the  bachelor's 
prize  for  both  years.  1 

On  the  22d  of  March,  1778,  he  was  ordained  a 
deacon  by  Dr  HinchlifFe,  bifhop  of  Peterborough, 
in  the  chapel  of  Trinity  college,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  and  one'  month.  It  would 
appear,  that  previoufly  to  this  period,  the  ftudcnt 
,had  enquired  into  the  nature  and  tendency  of  fub- 
fcription,  having  fincc  regarded  his  acquiefcence, 
in  this  point,  as  the  moft  difengenuous  a£lionof  his 
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whole  life  i  and  fiigmatife^  fome  of  tlie  articles,  as 
"  unfufFemWy  ftupid,  beyond  the  fottiflinefs  of  even 
*•  Hottentot  divinity." 

On  April  14th,  Mr,  W.  left  the  univerfity  for  the 
curacy  of  Stockport,  in  Chefliire. 

He  did  not,  however,  remain  long  here,  for  wc- 
find  him,  foon  after,  with  his  brother  at  Richmond^ 
decidedly  averfe  to  the  renewal  of  fubfcription,  and 
cmbarrafTed  at  the  idea  of  ecclefiafti<$al  fun£lions. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  Mr.  W.  feem?, 
on  this  occafion,  'to  have  been  nearly  in  the  fame 
dilemma,  in  which  a  member  of  the  very  fame  pni- 
verfity,  and  afluredly  the  great^il  genius  of  his  ag€u 
found  hinjfelf  about  a  century  and  a  half  before  ; 
for  Milton  thus  expreiTes  himfelf,  without  any  fern-- 
pie  on  the  occafion,  to  a  correfpondent  who  wiflied 
him  to  take  orders,  *'  to  which,*'  fays  he,  "  by  the 
intention  of  my  parents,  and  my  friends,  I  was  def* 
tined  of  a  child>  and  in  mine  own  refolutions,  till 
coming  to  fome  maturity  of  years,  and  perceiving 
what  tyranny  had  invaded  the  church,  that  he  who 
would  lake  orders,  muft  fubfcribe  Have,  and  take 
an  oath  withall,  which,  unlefs  he  took,  with  a  coq- 
fcience  that  could  retch,  he  muft  either  ftrait  per- 
jure'or  fplit  bis  faith  s  I  thought  it  better  to  prefer 
a  blamelefs  filence  before  the  office  of  fpeaking, 
bought  and  begun  with  fervitqde  andforfwearing*/* 

*  **  Reafon  of  Church  Government,  B.  II.  p.  41.  edit.  1641, 
in  4to*^'  Sec  alfo  the  Hollis  ediiioa  of  Milton's  profe  works, 
p»g(  6. 
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Every  eonfcientious  refolution,  more  efpeciaMy 
when  in  evident  oppofition  to  felf-intercft,  favours 
of  magnanimity ;  and  fMch  was  actually  the  cafe  in 
both  inftances.  Shut  out  from  church  preferment 
by  principle,  Mr.  W.  bethought  himfelf  of  a  left 
lucrative  fituation,  and  accordingly  applied  for 
Breewood-fchool,  in  StafFordftiire,  which  he  moft 
probably  would  have  ob^ained^  had  it  not  been,  that, 
even  in  this  inftitution,  fubfcription  was  aftually 
neceffary,  as  if  education  were  indiflblubly  con- 
neflfed  with  the  eftabliflied  fairh  ! 

Soon  after  this  difappointment,  he  accepted  a 
curacy  at  Liverpool ;  and  having  here  probed  the 
creed  of  his  forefathers  to  the  quick,  his  refolution 
6f  detaching  himfelf  altogether  from  the  church, 
became  daily  ftrengthened ;  notwithftanding  this, 
he  continued  to  preach  a  little  longer,  and  his  dif- 
courfcs  feem  to  have  had  fuch  an  efFefl,  even  in 
that  place,  that  one  merchant  (wonderful  to  tell!) 
was  actually  perfuaded,  at  the  interceilion  of  his 
wife,  to  fell  his  {hare  in  a  privateer.  Would  to 
God,  that  he  could  have  prevailed  on  the  people  of 
this  fecond  Nineveh  to  have  rclinquilhed  their 
traffic  in  human  blood  ! 

On  March  a3d,  1779,  he  vacated  his  fellow- 
fliip  by  marriage. 

About  the  fame  time,  he  exchanged  the  curacy 
of  St.  Peter's  for  that  of  St.  Paul's,  where  he  had 
more  leifurc  for  his  ftudies ;  from  a  humble  at- 
tempt to  eftablifh  a  day-fchool,  he  was  diverted  by 

an 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ifit;  wAKtlPitLii.  483 

bfi  offer  of*  the  tutorfhip  of  the  claffical  department 
at  Warrington  acudeniy,  in  Lancaftiire,  whither  he 
removed  in  Auguft,  1779.    In  this  feminary,  whefe 
he  fciems  to  have  lived  in  great  cordiality  with  his 
colleagues,  he  commenced  his  theological  career^ 
as  an  author,  by  a  new  tranflation  of  "  the  firft 
Epiftle  of  Paul  to  the  Theifalonians/*  which  ap- 
peared in  1 78 1 .     A  few  months  after,  he  pubJifhed 
his  "  Effay  on  Infpiration,"  on  which  fabjeft,  he 
feems  to  agree  with  Dr.  Geddes,  the  tranflator  of 
the  Bible ;  then  his  treatife  oh  "  Baptifm,"  begun 
and   completed    in    nine    days.     Next   year^  his 
"  New  Trariflktion  of  St.  Matthew,"  with  notes, 
&c.  made  its  appearance ;  and  this  was  finifb^d 
within  the  compafs  of  a  few  weeks. 

In  addition  to  thefe  labours,  he  cultivated  his 
acquaintance  with  the  original  Hebrew  text  of 
the  old  Teftament,  learned  the  Syriac  and  the 
Chaldeci  Acquired  the  Samaritan  character,  read  the 
Pentateuch  therein,  and  the  Syro-Chaldaid  ver- 
fibn  of  itt  to  thefe  were  added  the  >Ethfopic, 
Arabic,  and  Perfic ;  laftly,  he  obtained  a  facility  in 
the  Coptic  veriion  of  the  New  Teftament,  and 
made  fome  improvements  in  the  lexicon  and 
{grammar  of  that  language.  When'  to  all  this  are 
added  the  -daily  avbc^tions  of  a  teacher,  he  muft 
be  allowed  to  have  achieved  more  than  Herculean 
labours ! 

On  ihe  diiTolution  of  the  Warrington  academy^ 
112  ^TU 
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a  renioval  took  place  in  the  autamn  of  178^,  fo 
Braracote,  within  {oxxx  ipiks  of  Nattingham,  where 
Mr,  W.  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  procure  s 
f^w  refpe£lable  pupils;  In  this  rural  retreat,  he 
publiihed  the  firft  volume  of  "  An  Enquiry  inter 
the'  Opinions  of  the  Chriftian  Writers  of  the  three 
firft  Centuries,  concerning  the  Perfon  of  Jefus 
Chrift;"  but  notwithftanding  the  commendation 
of  many  excellent  judges,  he  was  not  encouraged 
by  the  fale,  to  proceed  with  the  continuation. 

\n  May,  1784,  we  find  him  a  fecond  time  fixed 
at  Richmond,  advertifing  for  pupils,  and  renewing 
his  applications  to  his  friends.  At  Michaeknad, 
we  again  hear  of  him  in  his  natrve  town  of  Not- 
tingham, and  there  he  had  three  or  four  pupils 
under  hfe  care  for  feveral  years,  on  very  bandibme 
terras;  and  about  this  time,  he  was  eleded  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Philofophical  Society  of 
Manchefter,  in  confequence  of  his  **  EflEay  €n  the 
Origin  of  Alphabetical  Charafters.'* 
.  In  17861,  he  was  feized  with  a. pain  m  his  left 
fliouldev,  and  remained  ill  for  two  years,  duriog 
which  period  he  feems  to  have  feotbed  his  mind 
by  '^  Remarks*'  on  Mr.  Gray's  poems,  and  a  new 
edition  of  the  Georgics  of  Virgil,  aecompanied  with 
criticifms.  In  the  begianiog  of  178S,  he  ittltcked 
'Dr.  Horfley,  whom  he  defignates  as  '^  not  the 
lead  conceited  and  audacious  controverfialift  of 
ancient  or  modem  days  \*  and  vol  the  autumn  of  the 
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fame  year^  he  let  oflF  a  fly  cracker  againft  the 
church,  under  the  title  of  "  Four  Marks  of  Anti- 
chrift,  or  a  Supplement  to  the  Warburtonian 
X-eaure." 

The  yejjr  1789  u^iered  in  his  •^  Remarks  on  the 
InternaT  Evidence  of  the  Chrillian  Religion  j"  and 
alfo  the  firft  part  of  ''  Silva  Critica;"  the  latter, 
vrhich  is  from  the  Cambridge  prefa,  was  publiflied 
with  a  view  to  unite  theological  with  claffical 
learning,  and  to  illuftrate  the  fcriptures  by  light 
borrowed  from  the  philology  of  Greece  and  Rome. 

On  the  eftablifhrnent  of  the  new  college  at 
Hackney,  Mr.  W.  was  deemed  a  proper  perfon  to 
fill  the  office  of  claffical  inftruflorj  and  he  was  at 
length '  appointed  to  this  ftation,  in  July,  1790. 
His  connexion,  however,  with  the  inftitution,  was 
diflblved  at  the  end  of  eleven  months,  having  retired 
in  June,  1791:  the  feminary  did  not  long  furvive 
the  lofs. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  year,  ap- 
peared his  *'  New  Tranflation  of  the  Teftament, 
with  Notes,"  in  three  volumes,  8vo. ;  in  a  few  weeks 
after,  he  publiflied  his  pamphlet  on  ^*  Religious 
Worfhipi"  and  in  March,  1792,  he- favoured  the 
i  world  with  "  Memoirs  of  his  own  Life." 

After  a  pretty  confiderable  interval,  in  1794, 
appeared  *'  The  Spirit  of  Chriftianity  compared 
with  the  Spirit  of  the  Times  in  Great  Britain  ;"  this 
is  a  politico-religious  pamphlet,  in  which  the  author, 
with  a  manly  freedom,  enquires  how  far  the  pub* 
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lie  meafures  of  the  government,  in  the  origiii  snA 
continuance  of  the  prefent  war,  are  congenial  to  the 
precepts  and  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel.  Much  about 
the  fame  time,  appeared  the  firft  volume  of  a  new- 
edition  of  **  The  Works  of  Alexander  Pope,  Efq. 
with  Remarks  and  Illuftrations."  On  this  occafion, 
notwithftanding  his  tafte  for  the  poets  of  antiquity, 
he  allows  that  Pope  fometimes  tranfcends  even 
the  original,  particularly  in  the  following  four  lines 
In  his  tranflation  of  Homer,  defcribing  the  buckler 
of  Achilles  : 

•*  Thus  the  broad  ftiield.cotnplcte  the  arrift  crown'd 
*<  With  his  lail  hand,  and  pourM  the  ocean  rouqd  i 
**  In  living  filvcr  feem'd  the  wares  to  roll, 
**  And  beat  the  buckler*s  verge,  and  bound  the  whole.** 

**  This  is  truly  poetry  to  the  life,"  added  he  i 

**  Thoughts  that  breathe,  and  words  that  burn.*' 

The  fame  year  alfo  beheld  '^  An  Examinatxofi 
of  the  Age  of  Reafon,"  in  which,  although  Mr, 
W.  boldly  and  ably  defended  chriftianity,  yet  by 
conceding  fuch  parts  of  the  fyftem  as  were  un* 
fupportable  by  found  reafon,  and  more  efpecially 
by  conlidering  national  cburcbef  not  only  "  as  hav 
and  draw,  which  might  be  removed  without  any 
difBcultVjOr  cpnfufion,  from  the  fabric  of  religion/' 
but  jas  an  ^'  incruftation  which  has  enveloped,  by 
gradual  concretion,  the  diamond  of  chriftianity," 
he  gave  ofTencp  rather  thai^  fatisfa6tion  to  the  efta- 
|)li(hed  clergy,  who  did  not  choofc  that  even  their 
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feith  ihouU  be  defended  at  the  expence  of  their 
tythes.  This  was  foon  followed  by  "  Remarks  on 
the  general  Orders  of  the  Duke  of  York/' in  which, 
a1thouj5h  the  author  ftill  contends  agalnft  the  jufi 
tice  of  the  war,  he  is  yet  candid  enough  to  allow 
the  conduf^  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  on  this  occa(ion> 
to  have  been  great  and  magnanimous* 

In  1795,  appeared  a  fmall  volume  of  ^*  Poetical 
tranflativ)ns  from  the  Ancients,"  and  alfo  "  A  Re- 
ply 1*0  Thomas  Paine's  fecond  Part  of  the  Age  of 
Reafon,"  in  which  the  beft  friends  of  Mr.  W. 
while  they  allowed  his  talents,  lamented  that  he 
did  not  defend  chriftianity  with  more  of  its  genuine 
fpirit.  The  author  himfelf  diffented  from  the  dif- 
fenters— and  why  could  he  not  allow  another  man 
to  diffent  from  him  ? 

Perfeveriujg  with  unabated  ardor  in  his  career, 
in  1796,  came  forth  his  *^  Reply  to  the  Letter  of 
Edmund  Burke,  Efq.  to  a  noble  Lord  -"  in  which 
he  once  more  exhibited  himfelf  as  a  dauntlefs 
champion  in.  the  field  of  lib.erty,  againft  a  man 
whofe  rapturous  eloquence  ,had  formerly  excited 
his  warmeft  panegyrics.  He  alfo  publilhed  an 
8vo.  volume  of  **  Obfervalions  on  Pope,"  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fame  yean 

*^  A  Lrettcr  to  Jacob  Bryant,  Efq.  concerning  his 
DKTertarion  on  the  War  of  Troy,"  at  length  appear** 
ed  i  however  heterodox  the  author  might  be  in  mat- 
ters of  faith,  he  was  a  zealous  oppugner  of  all  hc« 
xefies  from  the  received  claffico-orthqdoxical  opi-^ 
II 4  nio« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4^8  MR.  WAKE7IBLI5. 

liioli.  Another  letter,  on  a  very  different  fubje£f, 
addreffed  to  Mn  Wilberforce,  refpefting  his 
"  PraftiCal  View  of  the  preyailtng  religious  Syftem 
of  profeffed  Chriftianity,  &c."  was  publiftied  in 
1797.  In  this,  he  exhibits  the  flagrant  falling  off 
in  point  of  **  vital  chriftianity!"  between  the  reli- 
gionift  and  the  politician^  the  favourer  of  war»  and 
the  oppofer  of  the  flave  trade.  In  a  former  pub- 
lication^,  he  had  moft  forcibly  chara£lerifed  the 
fame  gentleman;  ^^as  a  poUtico-theological  fatyr, 
with  one  breath  cooling  the  burning  anguifh  of  the 
African,  and  with  another  in  the  fame  inftant  blaft* 
ing  the  fpring  from  the  year,  by  giving  his  vote  to 
an  abandoned  minifter,  for  the  extirpation  of  half 
the  jrouth  of  Europe  by  the  fword  1" 

Early  in  1798,  appeared  **  A  Reply  to  fome 
parts  of  the  Bifliop  of  LandafF*s  Addrefs  to  the 
People  of  Great  Britain."  This  pamphlet,  which 
exhibits  much  perfonal,  refpeft  to  Dr.  Watfon,  has 
become  a  Pandora's  box,  and  produced  an  infinite 
variety  of  evils ;  it  h^  been  even  thought  to  commit 
the  fafety  of  the  ftate.  Two  convi£lions  have  alrea^- 
dy  taken  place,  on  the  part  of  two  bookfeilers,  nei* 
ther  of  whom  were  the  original  publifliersi  and  it  is 
not  a  little  memorable,  that  it  appeared,  on  the  oath 
of  an  unobjectionable  witnefs,  that  one  of  thefe  (a 
man  of  unimpeachable  morale*  and  moft  refpeSa- 

*  ^  A  Reply  to  the  Letter  of  Edmund  Burke,  Efq,  to  a  oobJf 
VLord.'* 

bic 
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We  charaSlcr),  was  ignorant  of  the.  introdu£lion  of 
the  pamphlet  in  queftion,  into  his  fhop,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  brought  thither  on  the  fuggeftion  .of  a 
fervant,  and  was  adually  removed  by  the  mafter^  on 
hearing  that  it  had  been  deemed  libellous*. 

It  is  but  juftice,  however,  to  obferve,  that  Mr. 
Wakefield  came  forward,  on  the  profe9ution  of 
the  original  pubiilherf:  and  manfully  offered  to 
immolate  himfelf  to  the  refentment  of  the  law 
officers  of  the  crown : 


in  me  conveitite  ferrura, 


<<  O !  Rutuli !  mea  fraus  omnis  :^nihtl  ifte  nee  aufus, 
"  Ncc  potuit        i     '  :' 

This  horn  being  denied,  he  foon  after  addrefled 
^  A  Letter  to  Sir  John  Scott,  on  the  fubje£l  of  a 
late  trial  in  Guildhall:"  On  that  occafion,  either 
not  finding  a  bookfeller,  who  would  endanger 
his  liberty,  or  not  wifhing  to  bring  any  per- 
fon  but  himfelf  into  jeopardy,  the  pamphlet  was 
advertifed  to  be  fold  at  his  own  hauje.  In  this 
publication  he  complains,  in  language  which  has 
given  great  offence,  that  the  attorney-general  had 
wielded  **  the  fword  of  the  law,*'  with  ftern  feyerity  j 
and  in  reply  to  an  extra-judicial  opinion  from  the 

*  The  writer  of  this  memoir  was  preTent  in  court,  and  lameot^ 
^  greatly,  that  Mr.  Erfldne  did  not  make  his  chief  (land  on  the 
grand  diftin^on  between  the  agency  of  a  fervant,  civiliter  and  cri* 
mtnalitcr^  as  the  principal  is  implicated  only  in  the  firfl,  and  not  in 
the  (econd  i'nftancei  which  includes  liMs. 

*  Mn  Cuihdi. 
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bench,  be  fets  the  faying  of  an  Athenian  lawgivcf, 
in  oppofition  to  the  opinion  of  a  Britifli  judge. 

Undaunted  by  the  threats  of  profecution  *  utter- 
ed in  open  court,  and  before  his  own  fece,  by  Sir 
John  Scott,  Mr,  Wakefield,  fince  this  epoch,  has 
been  employed  in  a  controverfy  with  a  Dr.  GlaiTe, 
rofpefting  the  prifon  in  Cold  Bath-fields.  Certainly 
tfie  fpirit  of  our  laws  difclaims  every  idea  of  tor- 
ture, in  refpeft  to  all  perfbns^  and  clofe  imprifon- 
Bient  in  regard  to  political  offenders  in  particu- 
lar. Indeed,  the  latter,  during  the  reign  of  Chap-les 
I.  became  the  fu:bje£t  of  enquiry  and  complaint, 
and  was  at  length  redreffed.  In  other  days,  the  ru- 
jBnours  that  have  gone  forth,  concerning  this  newly* 
invented  mode  of  durefs,  would  long,  ere  this,  hav# 
become  a  fu^bjeft  qf  parliamentary  inveftigation ; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  even  the  prefent  age 
is  not  (o  degenerate,  if  a  real  grievance  fhould-  be 
foimd  to  exift,  as  to  permit  our  mild,  humane,  and 
excellent  code  to  be  perverted  with  impunity. 

Mr.  Wakefield  at  prefent  rcfides  at  Hackney, 
with  his  amiable  farpily,  confifting  of  a  wife,  for- 
merly Mifs  Watfon  (niece  to  his  quondana  re£lor), 
four  fons  and  two  daughters.  In  perfqn,  h^  js  about 
tl>e  middle  fize  ;  and  thcr^  is  an  air  of  primitive 
fimplicity  in  bis  countenance  and  fomewhat  of  an 
Mfojiolic  caft  about  his  face,  arifing,  perhaps,  in 
fome  degree,  from  his  high  and  polifhed  forehead^ 
and  the  baldnefs  of  his  front  and  temples. 

*  He  has  fincc  been  ferve^  with  an  information  «r  ^ffich. 

In 
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In  Gonverfation  he  is  remarkably  mild  and  ge^tlc^ 
and  his  manners  are  pleafing.  His  memory  is  fpt 
uncommonly  tenacious,  that  it  pan  retain  minute 
fa£ls,  and  even  dates,  after  a  confiderable  Japfe  of 
time.  No  man  is  more  beloved  and  refpeS^- 
cd  by  a  very  extenfive  circle  of  acquaintance. 
His  perfonal  a^ivity  is  equal  to  that  of  hi^ 
piind  and  pen.  His  habits  are  iiri£lly  domeftip 
and  literary.  He  is  a  pattern  of  abftemiouihefs^  and 
iharesitj  it$  happy  refults,  never  partaking  of  ftronjf 
liquors ;  gnd  from  a  laudable  principle  of  liumanity* 
totally  abftaining  from  the  ufe  of  animal  foo4* 
Mr.  W.  muft,  even  by  his  enemies  if  they  knovr 
him  perfonally^  be  pronpunced  to  be  a  man  whofe 
^ondufl  is  folely  a6luated  by  principle,  an|i  an  in- 
flexible love  of  virtue.  *  He  may  prr,  but  bis  fau}t| 
Are  not  the  depravity  of  his  heart: — they  pan  only  ro- 
fult  from  too  ardent  an  imagination^  qx  from  thp 
mift^kes  of  his  judgment.  A**^* 


ME.  OPIB. 

NEITHER  the  parents,  nor  the  education,  nor 
the  fortune  of  this  eminent  artift,  would  have  con- 
ferred on  him  any  diftinftion  in  fociety,  and  like 
the  Englilh  painters  of  the  laft  century,  he  might 
have  worked  at  fo  much  by  tiie/quare yard,  had  not 
nature  conferred  on  him  a  portion  of  genius  that 
foon  diftinguifhed  him  frpnx  the  vulgar  herd. 

Seemingly 
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Seemingly  doomed,  by  inevitable  circumffances» 
to  work  at  the  bottom  of  a  faw-pit,  or  on  the  roof 
of  a  houfe,  juft  as  the  avocations  of  a  country  car- 
penter required,  he  yet  found  means  to  emerge 
from  that  fituation,  and  to  move  in  a  refpeftable 
fphere  in  life.  The  late.  George  Anderfon,  a,  m. 
and  accountant-general  to  the  Board  of  Control, 
contrived  by  chalking  a  few  mathematical  figures 
on  the  door  of  his  brother's  barn,  in  which  he 
<hrefhed,  to  engage  the  attention  of  a  benevolent 
patron,  and  to  extricate  himfelf  from  his  mental 
bondage. 

A  fimilar  accident  difcovered  the  bent  of  John 
Opie's  mind,  and  a  painted  board  effefted  for  him 
what  a  chalked  gate  had  done  for  his  acquaintance, 
as  Dr.  Wolcott,  who  had  himfelf  a  tafte  for  draw- 
ing, and  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  happened  to 
fee,  and  was  pleafed  with  the  labours  of  the  felf- 
taught  boy,  of  whom  he,  perhaps,  exclaimed ; 

*<NoN  SI7YB  Diis  avimosvs  pubr!^' 

He  accordingly  took  him  under  his  prote£iion, 

cultivated  his   talents,    pointed   his  efforts,    and 

taught  him  to  afpire  to  fame  and  fortune.    The 

loafier,  with  an  aptitude  bordering  on  the  romantic, 

hkd  transformed  himfelf  from  a  furgcon  to  a  cler* 

gyman,  and  he  now,  with  almoft  unexampled  good- 

nefs,  metamorphofed  the  apprentice  of  a  carpenter 

into  an  hiftorical  painter  * 

After 

*  It  ha|  been  improperly  fuggefied  by  the  writer  of  the  account 
cfVr.  Wolcott|  while  mentioning  th<;  unfortunate  coolncfs  that 

took 
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After  fomc  prcYious  inftruffion,  the  pupil  fe- 
paired  to  Exeter,  where  he  began  to  earn  a  liveli'^ 
hood  by  his  pencil.  He  theo  changed  his  place  o£ 
abode,  from  a  provincial  city  to  the  capital^  and 
fucceifively  removed  from  a  little  court  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Leiceftcr  fields,  firft  to  Great 
Queen-ftreet,  and  then  to  the  politer  air,  and  mom 
fafhionable  fituation,of  Berners-ftreet.  He  had  been 
four  or  five  years  in  the  metropolis,  however,  before 
he  began  to  exhibit,  at  it  was  not  until  1786,  that 
any  of  his  pi6lures  appeared  at  Somerfet-hpufe. 

From  that  moment  wealth  and  reputatioin  feem- 
ed  to  attend  his  efforts ;  he  firft  was  nominated  aa 
academician  eleft,  then  a  member  of  the  Royal 
"Academy,  and  what  was  infinitely  more  profitable^ 
became  a  **  fafhionable  painter.''  For  the  Shaki^ 
pcare  gallery  he  executed  feveral  piftures,'  and  h 
generally  allowed  to  excel  in  hiftofica!  compofitions* 

His  beggars,  old  men,  old  women,  and  aflaffins, 
are  admirable.  The  portrait  of  Mrs.  Wolftoncraft, 
painted  by  him,  excelled  in  vefifimilitude ;  but 
his  charafteriftica!  excellence  confifts  in  ftrength  ; 
and  Reynolds  himfelf,  although  he  is  praifed  for 
having  transferred  the  foul  into  the  countenance, 
could  never  give,  perhaps,  fo  bold  and  fphited  a' 
Kkenefs  of  the  male  head,  as  Opie,  '  • 

took  pkce,  ibme  cenfure  was  duet9  Mr.  Opie ;  but%e  learn  that 
oofuch  tUng  was  meant,  either  to  be  Snfiniiatei,  or  aflb-ted ;  and 
if  it  had  been,  that  it  was  quite  undeferved. 

This 
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This  artift  has  been  twice  married.  His  firfl 
match  was  unpropitious,  and  did  not  add  much  to 
his  felicity ;  his  fecond  wife  (late  Mifs  Alder&n,  of 
Norwich)  is  A  moft  accompliihed,  and  no  lefs 
beautiful  woman  ^  and  we  truft  that  the  uiiion  of 
painting  aild  literature  will  contribute  to  the  mu-» 
tiial  happinefs  of  the  parties. 


LORD  ROKEBY. 
( JP?/^  a  Prrfatory  Dijfertatiwt  on  B^arJs,) 

THE  ImmM  beifrd^  at  prefent  deemed  an  utf* 
ieemly  excrefcenee^  was  confidered  by  all  th^ 
nations  of  antiquity  as  one  oi  the  greateft  orna* 
ments  of  the  perfon ;  and  gods»  as  well  as.  mortals, 
were  fuppofed  to  be  decorated  with  this  emblem 
of  wifdom  and  virility.  That  of  Aaron  is  defcribed 
as  flowing  to  his  girdle,  and  the  ambafTadors  of 
David,  after  having  received  the  nearly  indelibla 
afiront  of  being^i^ti^i/,  were  advifed  to  remain  at  a 
diftance  from  the  capital,  until  their  beards  had 
grown  to  the  proper  length.  In  many  of  the  eaft« 
«rn  countries  this  is  flill  confidered  as  a  neceffary> 
and  even  a  beautiful  appendage ;  and  while  the 
Turks  carefully  cover  with  their  turbans,  the  hair 
that  grows  on  their  heads,  they  preferve,  comb» 
perfume,  and  oftentatioufly  difplay,  that  which 
fprings  from  (h?  f:hin. 

Tlw 
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The  noriliern  nations  feem  alfo  to  have  evinced 
a  great  veneration  for  their  beards,  and  it  is  not  yet 
.much  above  a  century  fince  tl^efe  have  faUen  into 
obloquy  and  difufe  even  in  this  country:  they  are^ 
however,  ftill  retained  by  the  ferfs  in  Ruffia  and 
Poland,  and  by  the  boors  in  Norway- 

In  our  own  ifland,  the  upper  lips  and  chins  of  the 
northern  barons  in  the  train  of  the  Conqueror,  ex- 
hibited a  fmall  portion  of  beard,  and  the  Saxo- 
Sritons,  wTio  oppofed  them,  had  theirs  HHI  better 
ornamented.  After  the  introduftion  of  linen, 
which  was  but  little  known  in  this  country  before 
the  conqueft,  beards  feem  to  have  difappeared  by 
degrees,  as  if  comporting  only  with  the  frowzy  co- 
vering of  a  fiannel  fliirt.  We  ftill,  however,  find 
vcftiges  of  them  even  in  more  modem  period*- 
That  of  James  L  appears  to  have  been  broad  and 
buftiy.  During  the  civil  wars,  Charks  L  h  both 
painted  and-  defcribed  as  wearing.a  narrow-pointed 
4)eard  appended  to  the  lower  part  of  his  chin,  and 
tnuftachioj  on  the  tipper  lip  5  the  great  AlgemoBi 
Sydney  appears  in  the  plate  engraved  by  Bafire, 
from  a,  drawing  of  Cipriani,  prefixed  to  the  Hollis* 
edition  <>(  his  works,  to  have  vfommuflcchics^  only; 
but  mod  of  the  republicans  of  that  day  feem  to 
have  nurfed  their  beards  in  proportion  as  they 
polled  their  heads. 

Both  the  French  and  Auftrians  appear  of  late  to 

»  The  celebrated  Sir  William  Temple,  who  flourifljcd  at  a 
Jater  period,  is  painted  by  Sir  Peter  Lehr  with  lulrjkers. 

'  have 
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have  confidered  whifkers  as  an  appendage  to  the 
tnilitary  drefs,  and  from  the  inroads  they  have  lately 
made  iq  this  country^  on  the  human  face,  it  hidf 
fair  to  be  foon  nearly  as  much  (haded  by  them  as 
it  was  formerly  by  the  beards. 

Thefe  preliminary  remarks  will  not  appear  to- 
tally mifplaced)  perhaps,  to  fuch^as  a^-e  acquainted 
with  the  perfon  of  the  noble  lord  whofe  memoirs 
are  here  offered  to  th?  public,  ^  hip  beard  forms 
one  of  the  moil  confpicuous  traits  of  his  p^r£?n ; 
and  he  i^  the  only  peer,  and,  perhaps,  the  only 
gentleman  of  either  Great  Britain  Or  Ireland,  who 
13  thus  diflinguiihed. 

Matthew  IE^obiksok,,  Baron  Rokeby  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  ftlfo  a  baronet,  is  de- 
scended from  a  very  old  aud  refpeftable. family, 
being. a  branch  of  the  Robiufons  of  Strupn,  in  Scot- 
land, whence  his  anceflors  emigrated  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  fince,  and  fettled  in  Kent  i 
they  foon  after  acquired  fome  lands  In  the  north 
riding  of  Yorkfliire,  which  came  to  them  by  an  in- 
termarriage with  the  heirefs  of  Robert  Walters,  of 
Cundall,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  cent«ry. 

Sir  Septimus  Robinfon,  Knt.  father  of  the  prc- 
font  peer,  was  gentleman-ulher  to  George  H.  He 
gavehisfon,  Matthew,  a  moft  excell^Qt  education  ^ 
t)ut  it  was,  perhaps,  never  fufpe£ted  by  the  old  cour- 
tier that  he  would  become  one  of  the  moft  fturdy 
patriots  of  his  age,  a  "  Whig,**  according  to  the  real 
'  meanins[ 
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meaning  of  the  word,  and  as  fuch,  an  affdrtor  of  the 
true  principles  of  Englilh  liberty,  which  called  in 
William  III.  and  placed  the  prefent  illuftrious  fa- 
mily on  the  throne.  After  a  good  foundation  of 
clailical  learning,  he  lent  him  to  Cambridge,  where 
he  remained  for  feveral  years ;  and  he  appears  to 
have  made  confiderable  progrefs  in  his  ftudies  ;  for 
he  procured  a  fpllowfliip  there,  which  he  retains 
to  this  day. 

In  I754»  he  fuoceeded,  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
to  his  eftate  in  Eaft  Kent,  and  appears  to  have  lived 
at  his  manfion  there,  with  all  the  eafy  affluencei 
hofpitality,  and  fplendor,  that  chara£ierifed  the 
Englilh  gentry  of  that  day,  when  a  land-tax  at 
about  two  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and  a  trifling 
malt-tax,  conftituted  their  only  burdens.  During 
the  winter,  part  of  his  time  was  (pent  in  the  capital; 
and  in  the  fummer  feafon,  he  was  accuflomed  to 
pafs  away  a  month  or  two  at  Sandgate  cattle, 
where  he  enjoyed  a  charming  profpeft  of  the  coafl: 
of  France;  While  fea-bathing,  to  which  he  was 
much  addi£led,  was  to  be  had  there  in  great  per- 
fect ion. 

In  confequence  of  his  vicinity  to  Canterbury,  and 
a  family  connexion  with  that  place*,  he  had  many 
opportunities  of  cultivating  an  intimacy  with  the 

*  This,  until  of  late,  was  carefully  kept  up  $  his  brother, 
Charles,  who  had  been  originally  bred  to  the  fea«  but  afterwards 
became  a  lawjer,  having  been  fnaclBvelj  Recorder,  and  one  of 
the  members  for  that  dty« 
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principal  inhabitants.  Being  a  man  of  engaging 
manners,  flirewd  fenfc,  and  independent  fortune, 
they  determined  to  nominate  him  their  reprefeftta- 
tive  on  the  firft  Vacancy.  He  was  accordingly 
trought  into  parliament  by  them,  and  he  faithfully 
difcharged  all  the  important  duties  annexed  to  that 
fituation  for  a  long  feries  of  years. 

We  find  Mr.  Robinfon,  during  the  whol^of  the 
American  war,  one  of  the  moft  ftrenuous  oppugners 
of  a  meafure  pregnant  with  gigantic  niifchief,  and 
which  by  the  enormous  encreafe  of  our  national  debt, 
generated  oppreffive  taxes,  and  became  the  parent 
of  incalculable  misfortunes  to  ourfelves  and  our 
pofterity.  Not  content  with  oppofing  Lord  North 
with  his  voice  in  the  fenate,  he  entered  the  lifts 
againft  him  with  his  pen,  andpubliftied  a  pamphlet 
pregnant  with  found  fenfe,  manly  argument,  and 
liberal  fentiment.  In  fine,  it  was  then  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  moft  able  produftions  of  that 
day ;  and  it  ftruck  the  author  of  this  narrative,  who 
borrowed  it  fome  years  fince  from  one  of  his  re- 
latives, as  a  kind  of  political  prophecy,  of  the  cala- 
mities which  aftuaHy  arofe  out  of  a  fyftem  of  taxa- 
tion without  reprefcntation,  and  coercion  without 
power. 

He  lived  long  enough  to  fee  atl  -his  prediftions 
verified.  Our  legion^  either  withered  away  in  a 
diftant  country,  or,  if  viftoriovis,  they  only  retained 
in  fubjeftion  fuch  portions  of  territory  as  were  co- 
vered with  foldiery,  or  immediately  adjoined  the 
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fpot  oh  which  they  encamped  ; — all  elfe  was  hoftlle. 
Conqueft  itfelf  becaixle  precarious,  and  defeat  was 
inevitably  attended  with  the  endlefs  variety  of  eVils 
incident  to  difaftet  in  an  enemy's  couhtfy.  At 
length  Burgoyiie  Was  captured  at  Saratoga ;  France 
declared  heirfelf  in  favour  of  the  infurgerlt  coloniefs  ^ 
Holland  and  Spain  became  our  enemies;  Corn* 
wallis,  who  has  fined  fdught  under  better  dufpices 
ill  Indik  and  Ireland,  laid  down  his  arms  to  Rochani- 
beau  atid  WalhingtOn;  arid  a  bleeditig  and  ex- 
haufted  empire  was  obliged  to  accede  to  the 
humiliating,  but  neceflaryi  pi*eliminary  of  Ameri- 
can independence; 

The  efcape  of  all  the  aiithots  of  thkt  difafti"ous 
conflift  frotn  puhifliment,  and  the  fpeedy  feftoration 
of  one  *  of  them  to  pow^er,  difgiifted  rtiany  good 
men  of  that  day  J  and  it  required,  indeed,  but  little 
fbrefight  to  prefage  the  many  evils  with  which  im^ 
f  unity  was  connefted.  Mr.  Roblnfon  appears  to 
have  etitertained  thefe,  or  fimilar  fentiments,  and 
to  have  retired  from  the  fcene  with  a  degree  of 
virtuous  indignation  highly  appropriate  and  be* 
cbming: 

What  contributed  to  this,  perhaps.  Was  his  bo* 
dily  infirmities.  From  his  youth  he  had  been  fub- 
jeft  to  iliany  fevere  fits  of  illnefsi  and,  in  addition 
to  thefe,  his  hearing  and  his  fight  were  confiderably 
lifre£tcd.  In  this  (late  of  body  and  mind,  he  deem-  ^ 
ed  it  highly  improper  for  him  any  longer  to  occupy  •» 

*  Lprd  Nortfa|  in  confequence  of  the  memorable  coalition ! 
K  k  2  .       a  feat 


^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


500  LORD  rokbby; 

a  feat  in  parliament,  as  he  could  not  either  diC-  ^ 
charge  his  duties  with  fidelity  to  his  conltituents^ 
or  fatisfaSion  to  himfelf..  Imprefled  with  this  lenti- 
ment,  he  addreffed  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Canterbury,  in  which  he  took  an  affeftionate  leave 
of  them,  and  is  faid  to  have  mentioned  to  one  of 
the  principal  citizens  (perhaps  the  late  Alderman 
Barham),  "  that  they  ought  to  choofe  a  yoirnger, 
'*  and  more  vigorous  manias  a  fucceffor ; — one  who 
**  had  eyes  to  fee,  ears  to  hear,  and  lungs  to  oppofe, 
•"  the  tricks  of  future  minifters !" 

.  From  this  period  his  hiftory  becomes  that  of  a 
private  gentleman-  He  refided  conftantly  at  Mount- 
morris,  and  lived  equally  without  often tation,  and 
without  nieannefs.  Jrle  planted,  improved,  and. 
embclliflied-  Hi&  houfe  was  opep  tp  all  refpcftable 
ft  rangers,  and  he  was  much  viiited->  on  account  of 
the  Angularity  of  his  manners,  aiid  the  flirewdnefs 
of  his  remarks.  A  great  friend  t6  agriculture,  his 
tenants  in  him  experienced  a  moft  excellent  land- 
lord. As  for  himfelf,  he  fecms  to  have  banilhed 
the  deer  from  his  park,  as  an  unprofitable  hixuryv 
and  to  Iwve  fupplied  their  place  with  black  cattle 
and  fheep,  of  which  great  numbers  ate  aiWarys  to> 
be  feen  there. 

It  was  moft  probably  about  this  time  that  Mr. 
Robmfon  firft  permitted  his  beard  to  grow ;  for  it 
muft  have  taken  many  years  to  attain  tht  fairiarcbai 
length  which  it  at  prefent  aflumes.  He  alfo  ad- 
didtcd  himfelf  to  many  other  feembg  fing.ularities  ; 
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and  imagining,  perhaps,  that  feabathing  was  good 
for  the  diforder  *  he  was  clfiefly  afflicted  with,  he 
built  a  little  hut  on  the  beach  near  Hythe,  about 
three  miles  from  his  own  houfe.^  in  order  to  en- 
joy the  advantages  refulting  from  it.  It  is  mod 
likely,  however,  that  he  indulged  to  excefs  in-this 
medicine,  for  he  frequently  remained  in  the  water, 
until  he  fainted. 

Finding  the  diftance  too  great,  perhaps,  for  him 
to  walkf,  he  conftrufted  a  bath,  fo  contrived  as  to 
be  rendered  tepid  by  means  of  the  rays  of  the  fun 
only  ;  }t  is  immediately  adjoining  to  his  houfe,  and 
he  has  found  prodigious  benefit  from  frequent  ab- 
lutions, or  rather  immerfions  thcreinj. 

On 

*  A  difeafe  of  the  inteftines. 

f  He  was  generally  accompanied  in  thefe  excurfions  by  a  car- 
nagCy  and  a  favourite  fervant,  who  got  up  behind  when  he  was 
Ijred.  Mr.  Robinfoo,  with  his  hat'  under  his  arm,  proceeded 
flowly  forward,  on  foot,  towards  Hythe,  reallQng,  as  it  were,  the 
picture  of  Gray,  in  which  he  paints  the  venerable  figure  of  one 
of  the  "Welch  poets; 

^"^■*»'*  Loofe  his  beard  and  hoary  hair, 

*<  Streaa>'d  Jike  a  meteor  to  the  troubled  air." 

If  it  happeoed  to  rain,  he  would  make  hii  attendants  get  into  the 
pofl'Chaife,  obfeirving^  **^that  they  were  gaudily  drefled,  and  not 
*<  inured  to  vf et,  therefore  might  fpoii  their  clothes,  and  get  ill." 
t  The  writer  of  this  Hfetcb,  happening  to  t>e  in  the  neighbour, 
hood,  towards  the  laner  end  of  the  (qmmer  of  1796,  uetermined 
to  fee  Mr.  Kobiqfon,  who  had  (hep  Receded  to  the  title  of  Lord 
Rokeby.  On  his  way  to  Mount-mQrris,  at  the  fummit  of  the 
hill  ab^ve  Hythe,  which  affords  a  moft  delightful  profpe^^  he 
perceived  a  fountain  of  pure  water  over-runaing  a  bafon  which 
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On  Oftober  loth,  1794,  he  fucceeded,  by  thj? 
death  qf  hjs  uncle,  Richard  Robinfon,  Bifhop  of 
Armagh,  primate  of  Ireland,  and  Baron  Rokeby  of 
the  fame  kingdom,  to  hi§  honours  as  an  Iri(h  peer. 
The  patent  of  creation  was' granted  to  that  digni- 
tary, February  26th,  ^777>  and  by  it  the  remainder 
is  to  veft  in  the  pr^fent  |ord  }  but, .as  Mr.  Robinfon 

had  been  erected  for  it  by  his  lordfhip.  He  was  informed  that 
there  were  many  fuch  on  the  fame  road,  and  that  Lord  R.  waf 
accullomed  to  bellow  a  few  half-crown  pieces,  plenty  of  which 
were  always  kept  by  him  loofe  in  a  (ide-pocket,  on  any  ivat^r^^ 
/in'nkers^  he  might  happen  to  efpy,  partaking  of  his  favourite 
beverage,  which  he  was  fure  to^rccommend  with  peculiar  force 
and  perfuafion. 

On  my  approach  to  the  houfe,  I  Hopped  during  fome  time,  ia 
order  to  examine  it.  I^  is  a.  good  plain  gentleman's  fteat ;  thq 
grounds  were  abundantly  (lucked  with  black  cattle,  and  I  coul<} 
perceive  a  horfe  or  two,  on  the  ftepsof  the  principal  entrance. 

After  the  proper  enquiries,  I  was  carried  by  a  feryant  to  a  little 
grove^  to  the  right  of  the  avenue,  which  being  entered  at  a  fmall 
fwing-gate,  a  building  with  a  glafs  covering^  dipping  obliqueljr 
towards  the  fouth-wefl,  prefented  itfelf,  which  at  firft  fight  ap- 
peared to  be  a  green-houfe.  The  man  who  accompanied  mc 
opened  a  little  wicket,  and,  on  looking  in,  I  perceived  a  bath, 
immediately  under  the  glafs,  with  a  curret^t  of  water,  fupplietl 
from  a  pond  behind.  On  approaching  a  door,  two  handibme 
fpanieis,  with  long  ears,  and  apparently  of  KingCharles's  breed, 
approached,  and  like  faithful,  guardiians-  denied  us  accefs,  unti) 
fbothed  into  fecurity  by  the  well-known  accents  of  the  domeftic. 
We  then  proceeded,  and  gently  paffing  alopg  a  wooden  floor, 
faw  his  lordfliip  (Iretcbed  on  bis  face  at  the  further  end.  He  ha4 
jull  come  out  of  the  water,  and  was  dreifed  in  an  old  blue  woolleq 
QP.at,  and  pantaloons  of  the  fame  colour*    T^bt  upper  P^rt  of  hi^ 
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«vas  either  angry  that  his  nephew,  Matthew  Robin- 
fon,  who  fat .  in  the  lad  parliament  for  Borough - 
bridge,  in  Yorkfliire,  fhould  have  been  fo  poorly 
left,  after  the  fplendid  hopes  held  out  to  hitn,  or 
really  entertained  objeflions  to  titles  of  all  kinds ; 
certain  it  is,  that  he  declined  the  honorary  appel- 
lation, and  i^  faid  to  have  declared,  that  he  could 
not  on  any  account  have  accepted  an  Englifli 
peerage,  meaning  thereby,  perhaps,  that  he  confi- 
dered  the  former  as  merely  titular. 

Lord  Rokeby  is  nearly  eighty  years  of  age ;  the 
upper  part  of  his  body,  by  afluming  a  curvature, 
makes  him  appear  fhorter  than  he  would  otherwife 
be.  There  are  certain  oddities  difcoverable  in  his 
drefs,  which  is  always  plain,  and  even  mean  ;  his 
forehead  i^  bald,  but  in  return  for  this,  the  under- 
f)art  of  his  face  is  well  furniflicd  with  hair,  which, 
however,  gives  fomewhat  of  a  fqualid  appearance 
to  his  whole  perfon*.   His  food  principally  Gonfifts 

'  head  was  bald,  but  the  hair  on  his  chjn,  which  could  not  be  con- 
cealed, even  by  the  poilure  he  had  afTumed,  made  it$  appearance 
between  his  arms  on  each  fide. 

I  immediately  retired,  and  waited  at  a  little  diftance  until  he 
awoke ;  when  arifing,  he**bpened  the  door,  darted  through  the 
thicket,  accompanied  by  his  dog^  s^nd  mad^  diredly  for  the  houfe, 
while  fpme  workmen  employed  in  cutting  timber,  and  whofc 
tongues  only  I  had  heard  before,  now  made  the  woods  refound 
again  with  their  axes. 

*  There  is  a  pretty  good  likenefs  to  be  met  with  of  Lord 
Rokeby  in  the  ilationers'  ihops  at  Canterbury.  It  conlifts'  of  a 
half-IengUi  coloured  print, 
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of  beef-tea,  which  is  always  ready  for  him  on  a 
(ide-board;  and  he  is  very  abftemious  in  refpe£t 
to  drink,  water  being  efteenied  by  him  as  Aiperior 
to  all  other  liquids  whatever.  He  abhors  fires>  and 
delights  imich  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  air,  without 
any  other  canopy  than  the  heavens  i  even  in  winter 
his  .windows  are  generally  open.  He  was  much 
attached  to  the  fair  fex  in  his  youth*  and  even  now 
is  a  great  admirer  of  female  beauty. 

In  refpe£l  to  politics,  his  condu£t  through  life, 
and  to  this  very  hour,  has  been  eminently  conCftent ; 
it  is  to  principles/ not  men,  that  he  looks  up;  and 
he  feems  to  confider  a  Stewart>  or  a  Guelph,  en- 
titled to  our  praife  or  our  hatred*  not  on  account 
of  their  names  (for  thefe  have  no  magic  with  him !) 
but  the  difference  of  their  refpe£tive  modes  of  go* 
vernraent. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion,  he  crofiedthe  c<iun- 
try  to  Lenham^  and  at  the  Chequers  inn*  at  which  he 
halted,  was  furrounded  by  the  country  people  from 
all  the  adjoining  parts,  who  took  him  for  a  Turk ! 
Thence  he  proceeded  to  the  poll-booth,,  and  gave 
his  vote  for  his  old  friend  Filmer  Honey  wood. 

Many  ridiculous  ftories  are  fabricated  reTpecling 
his  lordfliip,  and  among  others,  that  he  Will  not 
permit  any  of  his  tenants  to  fow  barley,  becaufe 
barley  may  be  converted  into  malt*' and  malt  would 
pay  a  tax  towards  carrying  on  the  war,  wbiqh  he 
conceives  to  be  an  unjuft  one,  &c.  &c. 

The  family  of  Lord  Rokeby  has  long  ppffeffed  a 
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literary  turn,  and  he  himfelf  may  be  juftly  confi- 
dered  as  a  man  of  letters.  It  was  a  relative  of  his 
who  wrote  the  celebrated  treat ife  on  gavelkind.  His 
eldeft  fiftcr,  Mrs.  Montagu,  has  triumphantly  de- 
fended the  memory  and  genius  of  Shakfpeare, 
againft  the  criticifms,  perhaps,  of  the*  greateft 
man  of  the  day.  His  other  filler,  Mrs.  Scott,  who 
died  in  17951  ^^^^'^  feveral  novels,  fome  of  which 
have  attained  confiderable  reputation ;  his  nephew, 
and  fucceffor,  Morris  Robinfon,  has  a  tafte  for 
poetry;  and  Matthew  Montague,  the  brother  of 
the  latter,  and  heir  to  the  celebrated  lady  of  the 
fame  name,  is  author  of  a  pamphlet  on  Mr.  Pitt's 
adminiftration. 

As  for  his  lordihip  himfelf,  he  publilhed  the  va- 
luable, and  now  \tvjjcarct  tract,  alluded  to  before, 
and  at  an  age  when  moft  old  men  think  only  of 
themfelves,  he  has  not  been  inattentive  to  what 
he  confidcrs  the  deareft  interefts  of  his  coutftry  ; 
having,  in  1797,  pi^bJiflied  an  excellent  pamphlet, 
entitled,  **  An  Addrefs  to  the/County  of  Kent,  on 
their  Petition  to  the  King  for  removing  from  the 
Councils  of  his  Majefty  his  prefent  Mmifters,  and 
for  adopting  proper  means  to  procure  a  fpeedy  and 
a  happy  Peace ;  together  with  a  Poftfcript  con* 
cerning  the  Treaty  between  the  Emperor  of  Ger-r 
many  and  France,  and  concerning  our  Domeftic 
4iituation  in  time  to  come.'' 

In  ihoTt,  his  lordfliip,  even  indepsndcttt  of  bis  bcard^ 

»  Voluire. 

which 
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vjhkh  alone  attrafts  the  gaze  of  the  inultitude» 
may  be  confidered  as  a  very  fingular  man. 

He  lives  a  confiderable  portion  of  his  life  in 
water,  tempered  by  the  rays  of  the  fun. 

He  travels  on  foot  at  a  time  of  life  when  men  of 
his  rank  and  fortune  d%vays  indulge  in  a  carriage. 

He  is  abftemious,  both  in  refpeft  to  eating  and 
drinking,  amidfl:  a  luxurious  age^  wallowing  in  the 
cxceffes  of  both, 

He  has  attained  to  great  longevity,  without 
having  recourfe  to  the  aid  of  pharmacy,  and,  indeed, 
with  an  utter  contempt  of  the  venders  and  practi- 
tioners of  phyfic*,  whofe  prefence  he  is  reported  to 
have  interdicted. 

He  has  written  9.  fenfible  pamphlet,  at  an  age 
when  every  other  man  (Cornaro,  perhaps,  only 
(excepted)  has  relinquiOied  his  pen. 

,  By  temperance,  o^ercife,  and  perhaps,  ^fo,  in 
confequence  of  frequent  bathing,  his  body  is  fo 
braced,  as  to  /enable  him  to  fit  in  winter  withqut  a 
fire.  He  has  alfo  conibated,  during  a  long  life,  a 
very  infirm  coni^itution,  and  a  difeafe  generally  con- 
fidered asfs^tal. 

And  la(l)y,  what  is,  perhaps,  more  lingular  than 

♦  I  have  heard  that  when  a  faroxyfm  was  expelled  to  come  on, 
his  tordfhip  has  told  his  nephew,  that  if  he  flaid  he  was  wekome ; 
but  Ibat-if  he  called  in  medical  affiflance,  out  of  a&lfe  humanity, 
and  it  ihould  accidentally  happen,  that  he  (Lord  R.)  was  not 
killed  ly  the  dcSor^  he  hoped  he  fhould  have  fuflicient  ufe  Qf  his 
hands  and  fenfes  left,  to  make  a  new  will,  and  diAoherit  him ! 

all 
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all  the  reft,  he  has  been  wonderfully  confident ;  for 
he  has  never  once,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life^ 
been  found  to  fvverve  from  his  principles ;  in  fine, 
he  will  carry  to  his  grave  the  pharadler  of  being 
virtuous  and  independent  in  a  country  becoming 
famous  for  its  fervility,  venality,  and  corrupt^op. 

May  the  day  that  is  to  put  an  end  to  his  exift- 
lence  be  far  off,  and  may  his  mind  be  cheered,  af 
the  laft  awful  moment,  with  thp  re.cplle6lion  of  his 
J?enevolence  ^nd  his  patriotifm !  S, 


LORD  NELSON. 


Rea.r-Admiral,  now  Lord,  Nelfon,  to  whom 
his  country  is  fo  much  indebted  for  his  brilliant 
fervices,  is  the  fourth  fon  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nelfon, 
late  re6tor  of  Burnham-Thorpe,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  in  the  parfonage-houfe  of  which  parifli  his 
^ordfliip  Was  born,  September  29th,  1758.  His 
father's  family  came  originally  from  Hilborough  in 
the  fame  county ;  where  they  poflcfled  a  fmall  pa- 
.  trimony,  and  the  patronage  of  the  living.  His 
mother  was  Mifs  Suckling,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Suckling,  of  Suffolk;  grand-daughter  of  the 
late  Sir  Charles  Turner,  of  Warham^  of  this  county, 
by  his  lady,  the  fifter  of  Sir  Robert  Walpoje.  Cap- 
tain Suckling,  his  maternal  uncle,  was  his  lord- 
ihip's  early  and  very  Vjaluable  friend  in  life.  He 
was  an  officer  in  the  fea-feryicje  i   in  which  he  firft 

-     commanded 


Digitized  by 


Google 


508  LORD   NEISOW. 

commanded  the  Raifonable  of  fixty-four  guns; 
then  the  Triumph  ;  and  Jaftly  died  comptroller"  of 
the  navy.  This  gentleman  married  a  lifter  of  the 
prefent  Lord  Walpolei  and  was,  of  courfe,  much  in 
Norfolk.  He  took  young  Nelfon,  at  twelve  years 
of  age,  from  North  WaMham-fc?>ool,  in  the  fame 
county,  and  entered  him  as  Midshipman  on  board 
the  Raifonable.  Here  the  nephew  ferved  forae 
time,  with  the  valuable  officer  who  now  commands 
that  (hip  off  the  Mauritius ;  and  with  Capt.  Charles 
Boyles,  his  friend,  and  neighbour  in  the  country, 
then  alfo  a  midfliipman :  and  from  this  ihip  they 
both  removed  with  Captain  Suckling  into  the  Tri^ 
umph^  when  he  obtained  the  command  of  her. 

On  April  the  loth,  1777,  Mr.  Nelfon  was  made 
a  lieutenant,  and  fent  out  by  his  uncle  to  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  in  Jamaica,  who  then  commanded  upon 
that  ftation.     He  was  by  Sir  Peter  Ihortly  after* 
wards  made  mafter  and  commander.     On  the  nth 
of  June,  1779,  ^^  w^s  appointed  poll  captaiii,  and 
at  the.  conclufion  of  the  American  war,  returned 
home,  Capt.Nelfon  was  next  fent  out  in  the  Boreas 
frigate,  to  the   leeward   ifland  ftation  5  and    had 
under  him,  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
rence, who  commanded  the  Pegafus.     Here  the 
'  captain  is  faid  to  have  rendered  h  %nal  fervice  to 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  for  which  he  afterwards  ho* 
poured  him  wi;h  his  frlendfliip. 

It  was  upon  this  ftaticn,  and  we  believe  about 
tl.is  perioJ,  that  his  IcrJfi.ip  formed  a  oiatiim  >nial 
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alliance  with  his  prefent  lady,*  Mrs.  Nelbit,  of 
Nevis ;  widow  of  Dr  Nefbit,  phyfician,  and  niece 
to  the  governor  of  the  ifland :  and,  when  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  was  performed,^  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
rence, it  is  faid,  gave  away  the  bride.  And  here  it, 
would  be  unjuft  not  to  mention  a  report,  which 
does  credit  to  the  captain's  integrity,  and  nice 
fenfe  of  honour ;  Mr.  Herbert,  governor  of  the 
ifland,  was  extremely  rich,  and  had  an  only  child  ; 
a  daughter,  who  was  to  have  inherited  her  father's 
fortune.  By  marrying  virithout  his  confent,  flie  had 
forfeited  his  efteem,  and  was  upon  the  point  of 
being  difmherited  in  favour  of  his  niece;  whci% 
the  admiral  generoufly  interfered ;  and  had  the 
pleafure,  before  his  marriage,  of  reftoring  the 
daughter  to  her  parents'  affeftion,  and  the  fortune 
to  its  natural  channel. 

While  his  lordihip  continued  upon  this  ftation, 
he  had  under  him  a  fmall  fquadron  of  frigates; 
and  was  particularly  aftive  in  fupprefling  fmug- 
gling,  a  praftice  but  too  prevalent  in  thofe  feas. 
This  vigilance  was  acceptable  to  all  parties,  ex- 
cept the  fmugglers,  and  their  friends;  who- threat- 
ened, and  would  actually  have  involved  him  in  ex- 
penfive  litigations,  had  not  the  Admiralty  inter- 
pofed  to  refcue  him  from  their  malice. 

Upon  quitting  the  ftation,  he  returned  to  hi* 
native  country,  and,  as  there  was  no  immediate 
call  for  his  fervices,  retired  with  Mrs.  Nelfon  to 
the  parfonage-houfc  at  Burnham;  which  his  father 
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gave  up  to  liim*  preferring  a  I'efidcnce  in  the 
neighbourhood.  In  this  retreat,  hife  lordQiip  led  d 
quiet,  domeftic  life  for  fome  years ;  hke  Gil  Blas/ 
at  Llyrias,  intlined  to  write  ovef  the  door  of  hrt 


cottage: 


"  Invcni  portum.     Spes  &  Forfuna  va!efc 
**  Sat  me  lufiflis :  ludite  nuzK  alios." 

and*  like  him,  inclined  to  returti  into  the  world,- 
when  more  aftive  fcenes  demanded  his  fetteiidailce. 

By  his  lady,  the  admiral  has'  no  family ;  but 
there  is  a  fon  of  Lady  Nelfon,  by  her  firft  martiage^ 
(Mr.  Nefbit,)  who  is  a  poft-captlain,  and  has  ferved 
under  his  lordfliip  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
prefent  War.  Befides  his  wife,  and  hef  fon.  Lord 
Nelfon  has  now  living  of  his  neai*  relations,  firft, 
his  fathef,  who  rcfides  near  Ipfwich  y  next,  his 
eldeft  brother  Maurice,  a  clef !c  in  the  navy  ,* 
two  brothers,  clergymen,  William,  Reftor  of  Hil- 
borough,  StickKng,  Reftor  of  Burnham-«Thorpe  ^ 
and  two  fitters,  both  married. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  prefent  war,  his 
lord(hip  was  early  Appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  Agamemnon  of  fixty  four  guns.  Of  this  fliip'^ 
company,  a  confidefable  psftt  was  raifed  in  the 
counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk ;  and  not  a  few  fil 
his  own  neighbourhood.  The  genefal  opinion  of 
his  tonduf):  and  abilities,  as  an  officer,  was  fuch,  that 
feveral  gentlemefi  were  defirous  to  place  theif  fons 
under  his  command  ;  and  fome  of  confiderable  re- 
fpeflability  folicited,  and  obtained   this  favour; 
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I'rt  particular,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bolton,  his  iordfliip's 
telation,  and  the  Rev,  Mr.  Hofte  and  Wetherhead, 
his  friends,  entered  their  fons  as  midfliipmen  on 
board  the  Agamemnon:  and,  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  if  they  wiflied  to  give  them  a  juft  knowledge 
of  their  profeflibn,  founded  on  a  valuable  body  of 
experience,  they  could  not  have  felefted  a  better 
matter.  Poor  Wetherhead  fell  nobly  at  Santa 
Cruz,  the  others  ftill  continue  with  his  lordfliip, 
and  have  merited  his  efteem  and  afFetlion. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  war,  to  the  prefent 
moment,  the  public  are  in  poffeflion  of  the  general 
out-lines  of  his  lordfliip's  life.  During  a  confide- 
rable  part  of  the  time  that  he  commanded  the 
Agamemnon  in  the  Mediterranean,  fcarccly  a  gazette 
appeared,  but  it  contained  an  account  of  feme  fer- 
vice  performed,  or  of  fome  entcrprize  undertaken. 
IF  a  merchantman  was  to  be  cut  out  of  harbour, 
a  battery  to  be  difmounted,  a  town  to  be  attack- 
ed;— the  commodore  generally  placed' himfelf  in 
"  the  hotteft  battle,"  and  expofed  his  perfon  to  the 
fame  danger  as  the  meaneft  feaman.  Such  volun- 
tary contempt  of  danger,  although  it  is  not  always 
prudent  in  the  commander,  is  certainly  generous, 
and  often  leads  to  fnccefs^  Men  will  do  more,  and 
with  greater  pleafure,  when  they  find  that  nothing 
is  required  on  one  hand,  but  what  is  fubmitted  to 
on  the  other:  and  great  examples  will  juftify  great 
expeftations. 

In  a  profeflion  like  the  fea-fervice,  calculated  to 
raife  heroes,  by  inuring  the  mind  to  difficulty  and 
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entcrprize,  it  would  be  unjuft  to  extol  one  cba-» 
rafter  at  the  expence  of  others;  yet  in  the  triumph 
of  that  glorious  day,  when  lord  St.  Vincent,  with 
a  far  inferior  force,  beat  the  Spanilh  fleet  oflF  cape 
St.  Vincent,  and  captured  four  of  their  large  (hips, 
no  inconfiderable  Ihare  belongs  to  Nelfon.  The 
San  Jofeph,  and  the  San  Nicholas,  both  veflels  of 
fuperior  force*,  ftruck  to  him.  The  fword  of  the 
Spani(h  Admiral,  which  he  received  upon  quarter- 
deck ;  and  which  the  Spaniard  refufed  to  deliver' 
to  any  but  his  lordlhip,  he  prefented  to  the  corpo- 
ration of  Norwich :  as  he  has  <ione  lately  that  of 
the  French  Admiral  Blanquet,  to  the  corporation 
of  London.  tJpon  the  occafion  of  the  aftion  off 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  his  lordfliip  was  created  knight 
of  the  Bath  ;  and,  about  the  fame  time.  Rear  Ad- 
miral of  the  Blue. 

In  efti mating  Lord  Nelfon*s  fervices,  it  Is  not  an 
individual  atchievement  we  have  to  admire,  in 
which,  perhaps,  good  fortune  had  at  leaft  as  much 
fhare  as  good  conduft;  but  it  is  a  feries  of  fuc- 
cefles,  for  the  moft  part  planned  with  judgment, 
and  executed  with  fpirit.  '*  Some  men,"  fays  Lord 
Bacon,  "  follow  fortune,  others/ftf^  her."  The 
admiral  appears  to  be  of  the  laft  defcription.  The 
glorious  battle  of  the  "Nile,  for  which  he  has  re- 
cently been  rewarded  with  a  peerage,  has  engaged 
fo  much  attention,  and  has  already  been  fo  mi- 
nutely defcribed,  that  it  is  unneceflTary  to  enlarge 
here  on  the  fubje£t.  It  will  ftarid  upon  record, 
as  one  proof,  among  many,  of  what  Britifli  failors, 
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commahded  by  able  officers,  can  eifFe^  5n  tier  ar- 
duous  enterprizes.  The  celebrity;  of^  Lprd  Nel- 
fon^s  name,  has  added  another  Jaurel  to  jth&  honours 
of  a  county,  already^  diftingui(hed  for  th^  eminent 
characters  it  has  produced*.  We. learn- froiji  the 
hiftory  of  Norfolk,  that  at  the  little  village  of 
Cockthorpe,  not  far  from  Burnham,  three  feamen 
of  great  celebrity  were  born  5  namely.  Sir  John 
Narborough,  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,^  and- Sir  Chrif: 
tophcr  Minns.  4    . . . 

When  men  haveraifed  themfelyes  by  their  abili- 
ties to  any  uriexpefited  .elevation  in  the  ranks  of 
fcciety,  their  habits  in.  priv?ite  life:becomp  obje^s 
of  curious  enquiry.  ITiougb  the  gr^af  pan  njay 
fliinel^'the  buftle  of  the  world*/ it *^has  w,ell  bee^r^ 
obferve^,  that  the  man  can  only  be  feen  in  private. 

i^iety,  or  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  fuperintending  pro- 
vidence, of  God — the  virtue,  without  which  all 
others  are  but  as  "duft  and  aflies'*; — ^has  confid^ra- 
bl^  influence  on  Lord  Nelfon*s  mind,  as  is  known 
to  his  more  intimate  acquaintance ;  and  as  may  be 
collefted  from  the  proemium  of  his  difpatches  to 
Earl  St.  -Vincent,  after   the  battle  of  the  Nile : 

**  My  Lord, "  Almighty  God  has  blefled 

his  Majefty  s  arms  by  a  great  vi£lory,"  &c,     P^ren-t 
tal  piety,  which  the  Romans  efteemed  fo  highfly,  as: 

well.as  conjugal  tendemefs  and  afFeftion*  for  rela- 

.  «  *  •  i'  '  ' 

*  While  the  politician  regards  the  late  battle  withf^n  eye  that 

includes  a!i  Emope^  the  ruftijcs  of  JBurnbam  ob^rve,  that  it  was 

fought  on  «<  Burnham  fairrday  i"  andconiuler  this  as  not  the  l^ft^ 

Valuable  circumftancc  attached  to  the  event. 

'         '  LI  tions. 
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tions,  yrlxic^  ore  the  foundations  of  ou)(  ibcid  (jAcm^ 
s^re  alfo  confpicuoQS  in  his  ctuarader.  His  attentiop 
to  his  ^th^r  was  always  remarK^ble ;  the  old  gen» 
tleman  had  a  pt^Qiqe,,  wtfjQn  the  weather  ^* 
mitted^  of  wi^kipg  for  an  hour  befo];e  dinner; :  the 
admiral  however  occupied^  fearcely  ever  failed  to 
accompany  h}tn  in  thefe  walks^  When^  aftei;  the 
unfuccefsful  attempt  at  S^nta-Cru^,  1ys,lord(hip  lay 
iU»  i|^  confcquence  of  the  amputation  of  his  right* 
arm^,  and  it  was  uncertain  what  might,  bc  the 
event)  it  is  f(\id  th^t  his  priocipal  anxiety  waa  for 
his  relations^  rather  than  himfelf ;  and  that  he  wrote 
to  the  Admiralty  ^ith  h!3  leftrhandj  reconvneoding 
Mr.  Nefbit  to  their  notice^  in  cafe  he  ihould  die. 

His  attachment^  however,  to  relatipos  is  nojt 
itronger  than  is  his  regard  for  ftraneers  in-diftr^fi. 
He  entertains  a  juft  fenfi?  of  the  d^uties  of  benevo- 
lencef :  inftances  of  which  midbt  eafily  b$  addiaced^ 
did  the  limits  of  this  memoir  peunlt  And  {q  ftroBg 
are  his  feelings,  of  private  friendfhip,  that,  whef  re- 
turned from  a  diftant  climate,  he  has  been  knpwa 
to  Ihed  tears  upoo  meeting  an  old  friend  unexpeQ* 
edly«    To  feme,  thefe  clrcun^ftances  may  appear 

*  When  Lord  Nelfofi  receited  the  woand  thtt  ibrttered  bis 
tigbtann,  he  was  ia  a  boat,  and  held  a  fword  tfatC  had  been 
given  bim  by  hit  uncle,  Captain  SucUing,  which  he  prized^ 
highly.  Upon  this  occafiont,he  had  the  good  fortpme  to  fiiveil 
from  £dUng  into  tho  water,  by  catching  it  with  his  left  handL 
This  circumfbince  is  iaid  to  have  given  him  pecnKar  pkafore, 

f  The  noble  Admiral,  laft  winter,  fent  downaiargocdlh^a 
of  Uaakets  to  hii  nativt  tilhf^  to  be  dillributed  amonji  the  poor. 
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trmal,  and  Tight  i  but  to  others,  no  lefa  difcerning, 
they  Win  appeal"  Interefting;  becaufe  they  difplay 
feelings  infepafable  ftom  magnanimity,  and  afford 
the  bed  tnfight  into  his  feal  chat a£tef . 

When  we  compare  Lord  Nelfon's  prelent  with 
his  fbrxtter  fof tune,  and  eonfider  the  early  period  of 
fticccfe  and  eleration  in  life,  We  iliayi  perhaps^ 
htadveftentfy  conclude,  that  hi  has  been  exube- 
rantly t^warded.  When,  however,  on  the  other 
hmA,  We  call  to  tniitd  the  lofs  of  an  eye,  and  an 
arm,  ki  the  f^rvice  of  his  Country  j  a  wound  re-* 
eehed  itl  the  head }  a  pofition  carried,  which  the 
I^rdncfaj  the  befi  en^neers  in  the  world,  deemed 
impregnable }  an  expedition  fruftrated  that  alarmed 
<all  £uit>pe; — we  muft  readily  retra£t  fuch  conclu* 
fions.  That  be  has  rifen  to  his  present  eminence 
ydthbut  the  co-operation  of  powerful  friends,  is  per<^ 
feftly  mmeteflaiy  to  remark.  In  a  fiate  of  fociety^ 
men  are  fbrtted  for  each  otber,  and  exiff  by  mu- 
tual fupport ;  but  whaterer  favours  of  this  kind 
Lord  Nelfon  may  have  received,  he  has  amply 
deferved  bjr  the  merit  of  hh  condu6i.  How  differ* 
ent  thii,  from  thofe  cafes,  in  which  fome  nien» 
iR^thout  any  perfonal  abilities,  are  raifed  to  the  firft 
ranks  in  ibciety,  by  the  mere  force  of  patrcnage  ^ 
and^  like  the  ihme  of  Sifyphus,  are  always  likdy 
td  recoil' on  the  heads  of  thofe  that  raifed  thenkl 

In  refpe£i  to  jMcfon,  Lord  Nelfon  is  about  thi 

middle  beight;  thin,  and  fomewhat  inelegantly 

formed.    He  isr  a  man  of  few  words,  and  plain 

Ikianoers  ;  but  poifefles  great  iincerity,  and  a  found 
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underftandiixg.  He  is  evidently  a  man  of  genius  j 
fince  no  one  but  a  mafter'  in  the  profeffion  could 
have  difcovered  the  only  point;  in  which  the 
French  line  was  vulnerable,,  and  have  availed  him- 
felfpfit  fo  dexterouay-  Although  the. attack  at 
Aboukir  >zvajs  .XuccefsfuJ,  it  was  npt  naade^  without 
confidecable  hazard,  fm<?e  t]ie  CuUoden,  which 
fhould  have  led  into  ^ftionj  under  the  command  of 
an  able  officer,  a£lually:ran  aground.  •  .During  the 
laft'war, .Admiral  Barringtan,rin  the  WeflJndies, 
took  nearly  a  fimilar  pofition  fo  that  of  Aboukir ; 
^vhich  was  confidered  as  impregnable: , and*  in /aO:, 
when  the  French  made  their,  attack,  upon  him^ 
fuch  it  provfd,  -  .  ^  .•  ,,.  ;.  ;.  ,,  .  ...•., 
. .  In  every  point  of  .jvi^^y,  we  ve  warranted  in  con- 
cluding, that  Lord  l|J'el^9n,J^.  ren^erpda;  poll.  im-. 
portant  fervice  to  ^i^um^jty -by -his  late  decifive 
and;  fplendid-yj^^y.  ^(If ^thf  hoftile  .cabinets  of 
Europe  ^01^14 -Bru^cntjy.'^yail  the^ifd^es  of  its 
impreffion^ngon-jthe  enemy,-  and  of  the  proud  and 
commanding^  fituatipn^i;:^  ^y)^\^  it  ^s,.placed  tbeif 
torcesv.^p.  jionpunabie  ^d.glprious  peace  -may  be 
thje^happyv  rpfu)f^  [The  jprpfp^ft  of  a  gienei;a|  and 
JaftjQ^aawefty.is^  mdec^i,  t^ie  only-point. qfyiei^f  in 
which  the  defblatio^s  of  war  ou^  be,  in  .ain)^, degree, 
|aIerable.l:o;a  feeling. mind;  the  dreadful;pricf:of  one 
vi^ory^'.A&:pli.  jmp.roved,*.te9d8  to;  prevent  further 
^ffii(ion»,of  blxjod.  -An  enemy:gravvs*n^Qre-reafona- 
^e^as.hp  bq^ot^qsiefc  ppwerful^and^ip  .partial 
eyilJspfpdu£l;ye  Q^univer^.gopd.j  ..jj  A*  N.  S. 
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LORD  VISCOUNT  HOOD;    -  ''"•'  •  '"' 


ADMIRAL  OF   TBX  SLUS^     , 


THE  ffMflt  of  the'chriftian  religion  is  mani- 
feftly  av^rie^  to  war,  'but  'notwithftandin^  thisT' 
certam  it  is,  no  clafs^of  the  rommunrty  ha*?  prd- 
duced  a  greater  niimlief  of  naval  and  Vnihtary 
officers  than  the  fclergy  of*  GreatBrftkin.'  / 

The  fubjeflt  of  this'  atticfe-v^as  boi-n  fti  Sbm'er- 
fetfhire,  ahdTiis  fatVer'was  firft  vica?  of  ftut'feighV 
in  that  cotmty,  and  th^n*  reft'or  of  Thwrtccombe, 
in  Devonffiife/  Hisplaie  ofrefidenccand  educa- 
tion, after  he  had  grown  up,  being  in  a  maritimfe^ 
fituatibiH- g^ve  Wimh  -tkfti^'  f»r  a  fe^TaWh^g^fife ; 
and  his  pfbptnfity  ta"thd*t  calling  beingM^ffefiftf-^ 
ble,  he*  was  ^ftationed'  on- the  quarter  deck  of  a 
man-of-war,  and  entered  on  the' books  as  aYnid- 
Ihipman.     Happening*  ttt  ^ ferve^  linder  AdnVJral 
Smith,  *wfto  (at  as  prelkfent-of  the  JFamoiis  court- 
martial  on  the  unfortunate'  Byng;  he  attained 
thfe  rank  of  lieutehaht,  by  his  patronage,  and 
d^inguifhed  himfelf,  on  Vai^ous^  occaftcfn^,  by 
his  perfonal  intrepidity':  fn  <cbnfefe}uenctf  'of  one 
aft  of  gallantry  in'particdari'he  received 'awound 
in-  the  hirid,  but  happily  efTefted'his^^iafpofe, 
which  was  the  mbft-defperate  an  ofltcer'^can  be* 
employed  in— that  of  cutting  oit  and 'capturing 
a  velW  belonging  to  tbe  enemy,  by'  Heini  of  an 
armed  boat.  -  *  -^  '-   '  '    if  .  ^  '^  •' 
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In  the*  beginning  of  the  memorable  conteft^ 
denominated  from  the  period  of  iti  duration  ibc 
Jroenyeau  "ooavy  he  W98  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
poft-captain,  and  foon  after  obtained  the  Veftal^ 
a  frigate  of  thirty-two  guns.  Having  left  Portf* 
mouth,  on  the  zjth  of  Fehruary»  17591  unde? 
Admiral  Holmes,  and  happening  to  b^  to  wind^ 
ward,  he  defcried  the  Bellona^  a  French  veflel 
of  equal  force,  commanded  by  Count  Beau^ 
hpnoir  %  on  this^  Captain  Hood  inftftntly  made 
fail  ihbi^^  came  to  dofe  quarters,  and  com«* 
menced  and  continued  an  adion  of  nearly  ibmr 
hour's  duration,  which  end^d  ii|  t}ie  piq^^tor^  of 
bis  antagonift. 

On  this  occafioQi  ha  certa]n][y  had  the  advaa-i 
tage  oyer  the  enemy,  iii  what  is  emphaticallj 
termed  a  ckar  fiify  ju^  pi»t  of  port,  whi|e  th^ 
fount's  had  been  diftaqt  many  moi|ths  from  T^\jl, 
fope,  and  was  then  on  her  return  from  Marti- 
nico,  which  had  b^en  attacked  by  an  ^glifli 
iquadron,  and  foon  after  furr^nder^d  \q  his  Ma* 
jelly's  arms.  This,  hqwever,  was  confiderad  a^ 
fp  gallapt  an  adipn,  that  the  famous  ci^cuiBna^r 
vlgator.  Lord  Anfon,  then  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty,  prefentcd  the  young  captaim  to 
George  IL  and  had  the  command  of  th«  A6ric« 
-of  fixty-four  guns  immediately  coioSpiw^  qpo^ 
him,  as  a  reward  for  h)s  conduct. 

Op  the  peace  (>f  Paris,  Captain  Hood,  with  a 
crpwd  of  other  b^fiye  fea-offieers,  as  weU  as  the 

veffeli 


I 

Digitized  by 


Google 


MRU  itdo0.  5r9 

-ndkh  they  had  commanded^  w«re  laid  i^  ih 
trUHory.  H*,  howdVer,  had  the  go54  fortuiife  t* 
be  mo6red  in  a  Vefy^rdfperous  bitth ;  for  kbow- 
tng  that  inteitft  iil  Wtat^  of  tfanquillity  was  t* 
the  full  as  good  as  merit  during  hoiUIltiesi  tn4 
inducedy  no  doubt,  alfo  by  the  fiill  more  powers 
ful  ftdttdidi^  of  leVe  and  attachment,  he  ha4 
contri^edi  in  1 753,  to  form  a  matrimofalal  alliane* 
with  Mils  Sufanna  Lind^ee,  daughter  of  th< 
Mayor  ef  Ilymouth,  a  gentleman  who  pofleffi^ 
great  intereft  in  the  corporation*  By  this  lady^ 
he  had  a  foh,  born  in  the  courfe  of  the  fucceed** 
ing  year,  who  is  how  the  Honourable  Gaptaili 
Hood,  im  dfficer  not  inferior  to  his  father  in 
point  of  bravery  and  taterprixe,  and  who  has 
dUUnguilhed  bimfelf  very  eminently  in  the 
tourfe  6f  the  prefeni  War,  by  the  feaman-lilce 
conduA  he  difplayed  in  efcaping  from  the  bal« 
tcries  of  Toulon,  the  port  of  which  he  had  entered 
vndcr  the  idea  of  its  being  ili)l  in  the  pofleffiooi 
6f  the  Epglifh. 

When  the  ubfdrtunate  cohteft  took  place  with 
America,  the  fubjeQ  of  thefe  memmrs  ae^eptedl 
a  covrimandf  ^uid  it  is  fiot  a.  iittle  memorable, 
that  but  ^e  *  military,  and  no  on«  naval:  officer^ 
feemed  to  think  it  (^ith^r  mK>onft|tuttoQal  or 
UDJu^:*  Ii)  Nov^mberi  1768^  we  find  him  m 
^e  Boflon  ftation»  a«4  it  is  much  to  his  hohQur^ 

•  l^ord  EffimJNuwi  «Air«r|hb  pnnftm  H]imk\a. 
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jth at- while  Q^nf  ral  Gage,  aqd>  fomd other  officers^ 
jYore  ^dif^vlng  the  nation  and  the  miniftry» 
aJbQPti  Ntl|e:  qifiet  and  *|>eaceiihle  difjfwfition  of 
tbe  inhahjtante  in  general,  afljd  anticipating  the 
|^?jqp4y,:]pvini(hn(jent  pf  WaJUington,  Adams, 
Hancock,.^,ci;t^eadenpawaJted  '^  rebels"  but 
l&ow refcog4ij?e4  by  reqept-treaties  among  "our 
go^  andfgithful  allies,"\he  boldly  and  manfully 
loJjd  tbe-:tr.^thrand  d^cribedthe colonies. asin a 
fiflrte  ^f . -ferment  and^diffatisfaQion,  not.cafiiy  to 

.  \  In  a/hoiftjt^e,  France;- governed  by  the  ufual 
policy  pf  &9tfi^  ^nd;  deei^ing.  thjsiafiir  opportu- 
nity>  by /(^ifraeiBbering  the  coloixies,  to  Jeflen  the 
ftre^g^h  and  dimi»i(h.thfc  reibuixres  of.  Gxeat 
BritaijBp  dpt^mmed  to  exert  h^rftlfln -behalf  of 
A|neri<;a;i  zn^ijoori  after  the  capture  of  General 
^urgojfiifi.v^Jt^uis  Xyj..  Qnt^red  into  a-bommer- 
6i5^]:tt^y.?W^ii  .th?t  power,  now  a/piring  to 
?[ltpiil.5i\|  wikpf  nd$nce  which  it  had  meditaked 
and  proclaimed-  On  this,  the  king  of  England 
W?hdr§jf qljls .  aqfibflff^dof  fxpm  Verfailles,  and 

,  ,:Tbe:4<>flW"iQRS[ofi.Ffaflcc  bttin^  ftippofed  moft 
Yf^rfi\lk^  Jfee  ejftKroiti^fi, jit.wtedfitermined 
V>>%J(ic^-fifiTK6(Mljfl®et;tOjtbe  Wcfl>Indid«.  Sir 
5?ii\ft?}{^pRd^^Wsa».^^  arid  aJ  baroner, 

wpijt  thitheij,.  ^dL:foc^tii|ftii|gw 
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his  intrepidity  and  (kill,  particularly  in  the  Bafle 
Terre,  Rx)ad,  February,  1 782';  when,  with  an  in- 
ferior ilect,  he  foiled  the  Count  de  Graffe.  That 
officer,  who  began  to  be  celebrated,  in  confe- 
quetice  of  his  exploits  in  America,  intended  to 
make  a  defcfeht  on  Barbadoes,  the  oldeft  of  our 
fettlementsin  the  Weft-Indies ;  but  being  driven 
to  leeward  by  the  currents,  he  determined  to 
attack  St.  Kitts,  at  which  place  he  had  arrived 
with  twenty-nine  two-deckers;  but  the  EngHfli 
fquadron,  confifting  of  only  twenty-two  larger 
Ihips,  formed  a  line  of  battle,  and  manceuvered 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  entice  the  French  "admi- 
ral to  quit  the  anchorage,  which  was  inftantly 
occupied    by  his    more   dexterous   ai{H:agooift. 
Next  morning,  Sir  Samuel  was  attacked  by  the' 
whole  French  fleet,  but  he  gave  them  fo  warm' 
a  reception,  that  they  were  foop  obliged  to  Iheer 
off*.     Notwithftanding  this  fervice,    and   the 
prediftion  of  the  Epglifh  commander  refpefting- 
the   defepce  of  the  Brimftoae  Hill,.  St.   Kitts' 
foon  after  furrendered  to. General  Bouille,  then* 
a  moft  enterprifing  commander,  and  now  an 
emigrant  in  this  country. 

•  <♦  Many  of  rti€'Pitnch  (hips  muft  have  fuffeted  very  con- 
<(  fidc^bly,  and  the  Ville  de  Paris  was  upon  the  heel  all  the 
'*  next  day^..coyc£ia^  her  ihot-holes*..  By  iaforirnktion  from 
<<thefliorff«  theFccmch  fliipsiiave^fem  to  St*  fiuftatius tip. 
^<  wards  of  1000  wojunded  men." 

.   .Utter fr^m  Sir  S.  Hood^  Bart,  to  Mr^^ttfhm 
•ftbe  Admiralty^ 
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In  the  important  yi&oty  of  the  i&Ui  of  Aprif, 
of  the  fame  year,  which  would  have  been  fiill 
more  memorable  in  the  annals  of  Grebt  Britain^ 
had  it  90t  been  eclipfed  by  the  brilliant  achieT^ 
ments  of  a  recent  period^  we  find  Admiral  Hood 
ii£ling  as  fecond  in  command ;  and  it  is  thuti  that 
Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney,  Bart,  commander 
ID  chieft  fpeaks  of  his  fervices  in  his  difpatches^, 
dated  Formidable^  April  14th,  1782. 

.  *^  It  hJis  pletfed  God,  out  of  bis  divine  provideDce,  to  grant 
'^  to  kis  oNJefty's  amni  a  tnoft  complete  vtAory  over  the  flectt 
^  of  bis  cQcmi«s,  comimuided  by  Count  de  QnSkj  who  it 
^  himfelf  captured,  with  the  Ville  de  Fariti  and  foui'  other 
^  ibipt,  befides  one  funk  in  the  aftion* 

**  Both  tieets  haVe  greatly  fuffered ;  but  it  is  with  the  higheft' 
H  CitMiaioii  I  can  aflbre  their  loitUhipfi,  that  though  th^ 
^  ibaftB,  ftilst  rigging,  and  built  of  the  Britifli  fleet  are-d^ 
«<  maged,  je%  the  lofsof  men  bM  bwi  ib  finaU^  oonidering  the 
^  length  Qf  the  battle,  and  the  dole  aftlon  the^  lo  long  fuftain* 
^  ed,  and  in  which  both  fleets  looked  upon  the  bononr  of  their 
^  king  and  country  to  be  mo^  eflendtlly  coocemed<  The 
^^  great  fnpply  of  naval  fbrei  htely  arrived  in  the  Weft* 
^  Indies,  «pill,  I  latter  inyfiBl^  foon  repair  ail  the  damage  his 
^  jns^fty'i  ieet  has  fuftainedy 

*^  tim  hmumr  f  c^mmanJ^  has  kctnJuQb  as  wi^fir  fftcrtrnJesr  ibm 
«•  to  aii  tbi  Invert  tftbebr  king  iiaid  cmntty.  Tbt  m$Ue  b^vmr 
**  tf^Jicmi  ipF  €9mmM4%  $IIl  Saavb^  Hoop,  J!^.  *  to&i  cv 

.\    ii\  I        I      III ^  , ■ '  ' 

*  .Str  aunufll  OB  tbl*  oeeallon  led  the  nn  dlvMion,  coo- 
fiftiQg'of  the  Royal  Oak,  Alfred,  Montague,  Yarmoittfa,  Vain 
ani^  Kflifl<^9  MMMfch,  Warrior,  Beliqnettx,  Centaur,  Mi|g^ 
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^  toiib  bis  dtvifin  led  th  hfth  ^  the  |a/^,  d^firves  the  hi^e/t 
^frs^ef&c. 

Immediately  ^fter  the  engagement,  Admiral 
fiamuel  Hoo4»  to  whom  the  French  admiral  had 
ftruck  his  colours^  was  difpatched  by  Sir  George 
to  the  Mona  Paflage,  ip  order  to  intercept  fiich 
of  the  enemy's  fquadron  as  might  endeavour  to 
efcape  in  that  dire£tioq.  In  confequence  of  this^ 
he  captured  two  line-of-battle  ihip  and  two 
frigates,  on  the  9th  of  April,  178?,  with  the  lofs 
of  only  fix  killed  and  fourteen  wounded,  and  09 
the  conunander  in  chief's  repairing  to  Port^ 
Royal  harbour,  in  Jamaica,  with  the  eneipy'g 
ihips,  and  fuch  of  his  own  fquadron  as  were  cripr 
pled,  he  left  his  fecond,  with  all  tha  men-of* 
war  capable  of  keeping  the  fea,  amounting  to 
about  twenty-five  fail  of  the  line,  off  Cape  Frauf 
(ois,  in  St,  pomlngo,  with  a  Mtew  to  watch  th^ 
enemy's  motions,  and  prevent  any  further  hoftilo 
movements  on  their  part* 

The  peace,  that  foon  after  enfued,  once  mqre 
Interrupted  the  profeffioi^^  exertions  of  Admiral 
jHfoods  he  was  now  decorated,  however,  with 

niAceat,  aQ4  WiUytai*  He  himUlS  wa$  lb«iooe4  oft  komi 
^he  Qarfleur  (^  90  gQas;  hU  own  caplaio  wv  Soight}  tlm 
Dther  captains  Fere  Burnett,  vhp  led  the  whole  on  the  fiar* 
board  tack,  and  Baynei  Bowen,  Parry.  Ooodail,  Reynold^ 
Wallace  (Sir  Janm),  Stttberlan^  Inglefifild,  I^iosec^  an4 
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Irifh  vhohoori,  and  latmched  1^  th^  fliiniftiy  on 
the  ocean  of  politics.  Sir  George  Rodney  having 
been  created  an  Ehglilh  baron,  a  vacancy  for  - 
Weftminfter  enfued,  and  it  was  fondly  hoped 
that  the  tide  of  popularity  would  fet  in  fo  ftrong 
in  that  city,  which  is  the  ufual  refidence  of 
royalty,  that  he  would  be  returned  witTiout 
difficulty  3  this,  however,  proved  fallacious^-and 
bis  foh  experienced  tKe  n^ortification  of  being 
obliged  to  withdraw  tiis  father^s  name*. 

At.the  diflblution.pf  parliamenf,. in  1784,  the 
condiift*  of  the  coah'tion.  aiihiftry..had  fa  tho- 
roughly difgufted  th(?  natibn>  that  his  lordfhip 
once   more  ftarted,   and  that  too  under  more 
fortunate  abfpiccs ;  for  we  find  that,  during  the 
memorable  liruggle,  in  which  Sir  Cecil  Wray 
and  Mr.  Fox  were  riyal  candidates,  the  name  of 
the  gallant;  admiralftopd'at  the  head  of  the  poll. 
In,  the  preceding  parliament  he  alfo  repre- 
fented*  the  fame  contlftiients  ;  but  they  were  fo 
difappointed  in  refpeft  to  his  exertions,  and  fo 
thoroughly  (Jifgufted  with' his  attachment  to  the 
minihry,   in  oppofition  to  their  declared  fenti-* 
ments,  that  at  the  laff  general  eleSibh  he  deem- 
ed it  prudent  to' accept  of  a  peerage,  iiiftead  of 
ftn  ile^live  feat    iii  parliament ;  end  tidtihifti^' 
ftratrotx  haviilg  thus  fecfured  him  an  lionourable 
retreat, 'ijie'y' immediately  piit  anpthef  of  their 


^.v^      -    :        .    ,     .H 


*  Lord  Joha  Townfend  was  the  fuccefsful  Candida!^ 
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iftaVal  adherents  into  domination,  who,  after  a 
celebrated  conteft,  proved  finally  fuccef:»f(ll.  ' 

No  fooncr-  had  a  conteft  with  France  taken 
place,  than  .the  eyes. of  the  people  and  the  cabi- 
aet  were  directed  towards  the  mofl  able  com* 
manders  in  the  n^val  feih^ice,  and  fixed  m  parti- 
cular pn  LQrd  Hood.    That: nobleman'  was  ac- 
cordingly pfeqed  at  the  l«ad  .of  a  powerful. fleet, 
and  fent  tp  the  Nfeditetradeln.    Franfee^  at  this 
moment,  was  diftrfi^ed  by  civil  brQils>  iaakl  a 
grand  effort  was  now  made  by  the  EngliljiLmi-^ 
niftry,  in  coqjvin£li(>n:  with  the  royalifts  .of  the 
fouth,  to  dUmember  tbe  lempire,  Pr  at4caftt0'* 
deftroy  one  of  her  grahd  naval  «arfenals«^  iWe 
accordingly  find  ;Admiral  Lotd  Hood  takings 
poflfeilion  pf  Toulon,  laod^fadlding  it  fol£  feveraft 
months.    It  was  deftined,  however,  that  a  fud«» 
den  change  ,qf  fortune  (hould.reftote  the  feoohd 
(ea-^ort  to  the   republic,  ;.  Aocordixigl}^  thajt 
place  being  invefted.  General  O'Hara,  the  go- 
vernor, who- had  made  wfmii^  was  unfoftuiiately 
wounded,  and  taken  prifoner ;  and  Lord  ffoodV 
difpatch  from  on  board  the  Viftory,  announcing 
this  eveqt,  was  blanied  for.  being.  lefs  ^^elicate 
than  the>  occafibn  required.  .  .Soon  after  this  the 
troops  under  Gencrai  Dugommier  ftoriAed  and 
took  the* heights,  and  fuch  was  the  refolution 
of  the  befieging-'  army^i    and  the  conduQof 
Ricard,  'Freron,   Barras,  and  Robefpierre,  jun, 
joingd  to  the  ikill  of  young  BuoBap.9rt^^..then 
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inEttn^  as  &h  engmeer^  tbst  die  town  foM  ctaftdl 
to  be  tenable. 

In  casA^aci^t  of  ths»  aranfi  tt  wm  ftt  length 
determiiied  to  cTKuate  ^friace;  ddd  M  ft 
wocdd  &ave  been  ctMtl  to  Hdve  left  (Well  df  fb0 
iiatHrc9  as  bad  ptefetwd  Ibtf  dommioh  tJf  Ettff^ 
land  to  thftt  of  tiicif  wm  cMiltry,  ikt  tttelMif-' 
l79iit  y^iSft  crowded  wkfc  tbe  inret^d  inhabit 
tanta ;  and  an  boant  the  ttdBust  sdonei  iiifbovgfe 
ike  is  but  a  third  tate,  abottt  1,300  of  them  w^f  d 
bitMight  KfS^ 

On  this  oecaiioD,  tea  f«il  of  tbe  Km!  In  fbtf 
kltbonr,  and  tin'ee  liM  of  the  line  on  the  ftocks^ 
wet e  deftw^d,  under  the  diie^Hbns  of  Sit  Sid-' 
ney  Scnlthv  then  aaing  as  A  mluntee^  M^  thMtf . 
IrI  ef  die  )hi9  and  foor  frigates  wefe  brtfnghf 
off*; 

Inunediat^ly  Bitter  thefe  meftieriible  «)rploib^ 
Lotd  Hood  qitttted  the  otlter  bajr  of  Tendon, 

*  Htrefbtlaws  a  ftindnfy  «f  tlieptrticdursofifastciriav 

bratcderett: 

Btirnt          «>           *               ^  ^i 

Efcapied  the  flames               «  8 

Bitm^t  ittfbf  Lord  Ifedd  4f 

Barnr  at  L^hern  (Le  Sdpid}  tf 

r*           featfo  Bnsft  tiitifib  lefratefji  wwttfii  4^ 

Total  3^ 

NJ.  TKe  Prendi  adeit  that  fereraL  men^of-wart  fiippofid 
tor  hatr  been  burac  by  di«  £A{Uft,  have  fiacc  be^  ^uipf^ 
aodftnt  rn^fm 

and 
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ind  f ettde^oufed  witli  hU  fleet  iA  thi  Hietes^ 
Vhere  they  were  lucky  es^ough  t«  fhelter  theiS'^ 
ieWes  during  a  very  he$ivy  gale  of  wind. 

But  it  was  not  to  the  capture  of  thb  great 
arfenal,  that  the  ^dcniral.  confined  his  espiolts; 
E^rly  in  the  £iime  year^  he  had  blodaded  the 
foft  of  Genoa>  which  Wa$  loiHUy  txcbameA 
9^ainft  at'  that  period,  9$  an  infringement  of  the 
\w(s  of  aatJoQs,  and  ^  grofs  YM)latio^.  of  tfao 
tteutmlity  of  that  p<rtty,  bjut  tJ^rn  independenti 
ftate.  Oiur  fleet  in  ihe  Mediterraneao:  aJJb 
l^ridled  the  grand  Duke  of  Tufcaaty,  and  forced 
hint  into  compliances  w)hich»  had  it  noli  been 
fy^  hi^  power&il  ^mily  a^ances^  migjbft  h«v« 
ended  i«  the  wwhJl^liAA  of  his  petty  fiMre^ 
K«g»ty. 

I9  Pebrtfary,  his.  tordfhip.  had  alio  madle  90  im« 
fuccefsful  attack  on  the  iflaod  of  Codies ;  (mm 
HirHieh  h/e  wait  obUged  to  defift  in  coodqimrkce 
of  a  violent  gale  of  wind*  which  dsovehibitA 
feai  and  ^n  iha  z^th  of  the  fame  month  fam 
anchored  at  Porto  Ferraro.  The  next  adsiempt' 
on  Corfica  proved  infimtely  more  fortunate ;  for 
^that  little  (late^  which  Genoa  afSe£led  ta  deiU9^ 
minate  a  kingdom,  and  which  conferred  "  a 
••  barren  crown"  on  the  head  of  Theodore,  was 
annexed,  for  a  fhort  time,  to  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain;  but  after  fwallowing  up  im- 
menfe  wealth,  it  was  happily  for  the  nation 
wreited  from  us  by  the  enemy. 

After 
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.  After  performing  thefe  fervices.  Lord  Hood 
retired  to  his  native  land;  and  notwithftanding 
he  is  now  in  the  vale  of  y^a«5,  Iteis  equally 
teady,  as  before,  tohoift  his  blue  jack,  atid  com- 
mand the  fquadrons  of  his  country* 
•  -His  raajefly  at  all  times  has  been  ready  td 
reward  his  merits.  He  was  created  a  baronet 
when  the  king  vifited  the  fleet  at  Portfmouth, 
in  1783,  at  which  time  he  was  port-admiral 
there,  in  the  room  of  Admiral  Pye,  then  lately 
deceafed;  in  September,  1783,  he  became  a 
baron  of  Ireland;  and  on  May  iSth,  1796*  a 
vifcount  of  Great  Britain.  His  lady  was  cre- 
ated a  peerefs  of  Great  Britain,  March  t7th, 
1795,  and  his  brother,  Alexander-Arthur,  Admi- 
ral of  the  White,  Vice-Admiral  of  Great  Britain, 
a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  Baron  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, May  28th,  1796,  *  . 

The  heraldS)  in  a31ufion  to  the  element  on 
which  he  has  dlftinguiftied  bimfelf,  ha^c  given 
him  VL  brace  pf. mermaids  for  fuppOrters ;  and 
the  motto 

"  VENTIS  SECUNDIS," 

itmft  be  allowed  to  be  peculiarly  appropriate.     ' 


FINIS.     ■   , 
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